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»  Chron.  xvii.  i6. 

^//(^  Mfx^        "Mas  yimafiah  thsfon  ofZichn^ 
ivho   willingly    offered  himfelf  unto  the 
LORD,  and  ivith  him  two  hundred  thou- 
Jand  mighty  men  of  valour. 


^►^^^-^HAT  GOD,  the  fource  of  being 
and  perfedlion,  who  created  all 
r  I  y^3>  things  for  himfelf,  exercifes  a  wife, 
a  jult,  an  univerfal  gcJVernmcnt 
i^^^'^^^)*  and  providence  over  all  his  crea- 
tures  and  all  his  works,  is  a  truth 
too  evident,  from  the  light  of  nature,  to  be  dif- 
puted,  too  clearly  revealed,  explained  and  in- 
forced,  in  the  facrcd  oracles,  to  need  any  proof. 

That  this  world  and  all  that  is  in  ir,  are  un- 
der his  diredion  and  government, — that  man- 
kind have  been  his  peculiar  care,  the  experience 
of  all  prcceeding  ages  abundantly  proves. 

To 


6  An  Artillery 


To  lead  mankind  to  fee  the  juftice  and  equity 
of  divine  government,  to  give  a  gtneral  idea  of 
the  courfe  of  divine  providence,  towards  ftatcs 
and  kingdoms,  as  well  as  individuals,  is  evident- 
ly one  important  end  of  all  hiftory,  whether  fa- 
cred  or  profane.  And  as  the  divine  conduft  has 
been  g'  ncrally  the  fame,  to  people  of  the  fame 
temper  and  character,  in  all  pall  ages  of  the 
world,  fatls  and  truly  recorded  and  faith- 

fully prefervtd  in  h  ftory,  are  of  rio  fmall  advan- 
tage to  kicceeding  generatir>ns. —  1  hey  happily 
point  out  the  errors  info  ^Hh  fome  have  run, 
and  the  rocks  upon  which  thty  have  been  fhip- 
wrcck'd, — they  clearly  ex'Mutr  the  ni-  afurc^  by 
which  others  have  rofe  to  a  ftate  ol  glory  and 
happinefs,  icarcely  to  be  ccnceivtc  of,  in  a  ftarc 
of  imperfection  ;  and  fo  give  fhe  wifdom  and 
experience  of  ages  paft,  for  ihe  dircttion  and 
improvement  of  thole  that  lucceed. 

Among  the  vari''us  hill;;iics  with  which  the 
world  has  been  favoured,  as  n-^ne  is  of  earlier 
date,  none  is  fornifhed  w  ith  events,  or  exarrples, 
more  intereflmg,  tntcrtainiTg,  or  ufeful,  than 

the  Scriptures  of  Truth.-  Hv.'-e  we  have  a  moil 

fimple,  famdiir,  and  (yet)  Itriking  reprei  ntation 
of  the  conduft  of  the  lupreme  ruler  of  the 
world,  towards  his  faints  and  fervant!- — towards 
his  chofcn  people  and  their  immediate  enemies, 
and  towards  the  world  of  mankind —Here  we 
have  (as  far  as  is  neceflary  for  us  to  know)  the 
grounds  and  reafons  of  the  divine  conJuft,  to- 
wards nations  and  kingdoms,  and  individuals, 
together  wi.Ii  the  ends  propofed  by  providence 
therein.    And  iheie  is  icarcely  any  thing  men- 
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tion'd  in  facred  hiftory,  but  what  is  of  public 
life,  or  private  inllruttion — aJapred  to  counte- 
nance and  encourage  vertue,  in  the  good,  or  re- 
prove and  difcounicnance  vice,  in  the  abandon'd 
and  profane. 

The  part  of  facred  writ,  which  has  now  been 
read,  with  the  paffage  ot  hiitory  with  which  it  is 
conneded,  preients  us  with  a  (cene  of  meafures, 
truly  worthy  the  charafter  of  thofe  that  purfued 
them,  and  fuited,  at  once,  to  engage  the  atten- 
tion, excite  the  admiration  and  encourage  the 
emulation  of  perfons  of  the  fame  character  and 
ftations  in  life. 

The  paflTage  gives  account  of  Jehofljaphat^ 
accelfion  to  the  throne  of  Judah^  and  of  the 
meafures  taken,  by  him  and  his  loyal  people,  to 
ftrengthcn  him  againft  his  enemies,  to  confirm 
him  in  his  kingdom,  and  to  render  his  reign  eafy 
to  himfelf  and  happy  to  his  people. 

The  latter  pn-rt  of  the  preceeding  reign,  had 
been  clouded  with  feveral  inftances  of  weak^and  t'^^j' '> 
bad  policy,  quite  unworthy  a  king,  whofe  gene- 
ral character  had  been  really  great  and  good  : — 
By  reafon  of  which,  the  kingdom  was  left  in  a 
ftate,  fomewhat  broken  and  perplex'J  — No 
fooner  was  Jehojhaphat  feated  on  the  throne,  but 
his  care  was  to  fet  things  right  in  the  kingdom, 
and  put  the  ftate  into  a  pofture  of  defence. — He 
placed  forces  in  all  the  fenced  cities  of  Judah,  and 
Jet  garrifons  in  the  land  of  Judab^  and  in  the  cities 
of  Ephraim.  * 

The 

*  Context  vcr.  2. 
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The  method  this  wife  king  took  to  cnfurc 
fuccefs  to  his  meafures,  to  lay  a  folid  foundatioa 
for  a  profperous,  an  happy  reign,  was  greatly  to 
his  honour  ;  worthy  the  wifdom  of  a  king,  and  is 
mentioned,  and  left,  in  facred  ftory,  for  an  ex- 
ample to  otliers. — He  began  his  reign  with 
GOD,  and  early  made  religicn  his  care.— //tf 
walked  in  the  firjt  ways  of  bis  father  David,  and 
fought  not  unto  Baalim  :  But  fought  to  the  LORD 
GOD  of  his  father,  and  walked  in  his  command- 
ments. * — In  this,  his  pious  care  was  not  confined 
to  himfclf  alone, — his  people  quickly  feel  the 
happy  influence  hereof,  and  largely  fhare  with 
him,  in  the  benefits  refulting  from  fo  wife  a 
ftep. — Yea,  the  heart  of  this  pious  king  was  fo 
encouraged,  fo  lifted  up  in  the   ways  of  the 
LORD,  -f  that  he  took  fpeedy  and  effedtual  care, 
to  reftore  the  true  worfliip  of  GOD  to  it's  pri- 
ftine  ftate,  and  have  his  people  taught  the  law 
of  the  LORD,  in  it's  native  purity  and  fimpli- 
city  : — To  the  end,  that,  with  him,  they  might 
talte  the  fweets  of  vertuc,  and  know  that  GOD 
is  good. 

That  GOD,  by  whom  kings  reign  and  princes 
decree  juflice,  \  quickly  obferves  his  condud,  ap- 
proves his  fteps,  rewards  his  pious  care,  and  c- 
Itablifhes  him  in  the  kingdom.  And,  as  an 
happy  confequence  hereof,  this  excellent  king  is 
greatly  beloved  and  revcr'd  by  his  fubjeds  ac 
home, — As  an  expreffion  of  their  loyalty  and 
love,  it  is  obfcrved,  that  all  Judab  brought  pre- 
fents  tojeho/haphat.  By  the  fame  wile  meafures, 
the  kingdom  is  rendred  refpeftablc  abroad,  and 

a 

•  Cont.  ver.  3,  4.  f  Ibid.  ver.  6. 

X  Prov.  8.  15. 
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tt  terror  to  it's  enemies. — They  are  now  glad  to 
appear  as  triburarles  to  Judah,  and  making  rich 
prefents  to  Jeho/haphat^  to  accept  the  terms  of 
peace,  at  his  hands.  For  the  fear  of  the  LORD 
Jell  upon  all  the  kingdoms  of  the  lands  that  were 
round  about  Judah,  fo  that  they  made  no  war  a- 
gainjt  Jeh  Jhaphat,  * 

But,  not  cn')U^h  that  tranquility  was  reftored 
and  the  king  dom  in  a  refpcdablc  Itate,  this  pru- 
dent king  and  this  loyal  people  are  for  improv- 
ing the  happy  opportunity  of  peace  and  reft, 
mjre  cffcttuaily  to  provide  for  every  event. 

The  king,  as  he  waxes  grea%  contini:es  to 
impr jve  and  provide  for  the  fafety,  fupport  and 
defence  of  his  people  — I^e  built  caftles  in  fudah 
and  cities  of  jlone^;-\  and  wilely  tncourag  d  a 
niiirtial  (pint,  and  txp  rtnti's  in  the  knowledge 
and  ufe  of  arms.— r  I'he  pei)ple,  whole  ht-arts 
were  united  to  their  fovereign,  were  far  from 
being  backward  in  fo  wi:"e  a  meafure.  Men  of 
the  beft  charadter  and  grea  elt  iuH  ience,  chear- 
fiilly  follow  the  illuftrious  e'cirnpi^,  and,  ac  the 
d,of  the  thoufands  ot  their  brethren,  appear 
arms,  to  cultivate,  to  inform  themfelves  i^morc 
fully)  in  the  arc  of  war. — H^nd,  by  the  appear- 
ance they  make,  one  would  have  thought,  they 
were  preparing  to  engage  and  oppole  a  m  )ft 

po  verful  enemy  And  yet,  it  was  a  time  of 

peace  ! — No  enemy  nigh — None  that  dared  to 
lift  the  finger,  or  move  the  tongue  againft: 
them  !  

B  To 

*  Cont.  ver.  lo.       t  Vcr.  12.       %  Vid.  Cont* 
from  ver.  i^.  to  the  end. 
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To  perfons  unacquainted  with  the  true  cha- 
raftcr,  and  general  conduft  of  mankind,  in 
this  ftate  of  fin  and  imperfcft;on, — to  fuch 
as  never  ftudied  the  rules,  nor  confidcred  the 
importance  of  true  policy,  thcfe  meafures  might 
appear  fuperfluous,  and  all  thefe  preparations 
for  iafety  and  defence,  but  needicfs  ftcps  — 
That,  as  peace  and  tranquility  were  reltored, 
they  might  lay  afide  arms,  and  give  ihcm- 
fclves  up  to  eafe  and  enjoyment. — That  their 
only  concern,  was  to  reap  the  fruit  of  their 
toils,  and  tafte  the  fweets  of  peace. 

This,  indeed,  has  been  the  manner  of  mod 
of  the  ftates  and  nations,  in  the  world. — Even 
the  mofl:  warlike  and  politic, — nations  that  have 
been  vidtorious  in  arms, — ftates  that  have  t(i- 
umph'd  in  war,  been  the  fcourge  of  their  ene- 
mies, and  a  terror  to  the  world  of  mankind, 
have  not  been,  always,  able  to  refifV  ihe  force  of 
fo  pleafing  a  charm,  or  free  thcmfclvcs  from  the 
cfFedls  of  lo  fatal  a  miftake. 

A  MAN,  or  a  people,  mud  know  but  little  of 
the  true  temper  and  difpofuion  of  mankind, — 
but  little  of  what  has  happened  from  the  begin- 
ning, to  ftates  and  kingdoms,  in  confequence  of 
remilTnefs,  in  times  of  peace  and  tranquility,  not 
to  fee  the  wifdom  and  neceffity  of  fuch  provident 
fteps, — not  to  know,  that  the  mod  potent  and 
refpeftable  ftate,  in  perfcft  tranquility  and  the 
height  of  prolperity,  may  foon  be  difturbcd,  by 
it's  enemies,  and,  if  in  a  defencclefs  condition, 
quickly  reduced  to  the  greateft  diftrcfs, — to  the 
brink  of  dcltrudllon. 

In 
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In  a  ftate  of  nature,  every  man  has  a  right  to 
liberty,  property  and  life  :  And  no  one  (unlcfs 
injured,  or  in  his  own  defence)  can,  reafonably, 
deprive  him  of  either. — Society  is  formed  for 
the  prefervation  and  defence  of  the  common 
rights  of  mankind,  to  the  end,  that  the  blelTings 
of  life  may  be  fecurtd  to  all.  '1  he  liberties  and 
privileges,  the  property  and  pofllffions  of  focie- 
ty,  ought  always  to  be  held  lacred  •,  and  no  one 
is  at  hberty  to  invade,  violate,  or  even  incroach 
upon  them,  upon  any  pretence  whatever. 

Reason  and  undtrftanding  were  given,  to 
teach  men  the  unalterable  difft-rence  between 
right  and  wrong,  juftice  and  injuftice. — Confci- 
ence  was  implanted,  in  the  human  breaft,  to  in- 
force  to  a  behaviour,  becoming  the  character  of 
moral  agents, — to  excite  to  a  condudf,  towards 
others,  agreable  to  the  fitnefs  of  things,  to  the 
eternal  rules  of  juftice  and  equity  and  to  fuch 
a  treatment  of  ail,  as  {liould  exprels  as  facred  a 
regard  to  the  rights  and  liberties  of  others,  as 
unto  their  own.  And,  to  the  fame  important 
purpofes,  was  a  divine  revelation  added,  and  the 
word  of  GOD  given. — But — alas  ! — Reafon  and 
conlciencc  were  too  weak  a  reftraint  ! — Revela- 
tion was  not  found  lufficirnt  to  check,  nor  even 
the  gof'pel  of  our  LORD,  to  fubdue,  the  lufls 
and  corruptions  of  men,  from  'ivbtnce  come  wars 
and  fightingi  !  * 

Early  did  the  fatal  efFt-fts  of  luft  and  pafilon 
pear  :  And,  from  the  rime  that  Catn  unjuflly 
deprived  his  brother  of  life,  dowa  to  the  prci'enf 
B  2  day, 

*  Jam.  4.  I. 
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day,  fuch  have  been  the  depravity  of  human 
nature,  and  the  power  and  prevalence  of  luft 
and  pafT.on,  that  the  greater  part  of  mankind, 
have  made  it  their  duet  concern,  to  invade  the 
rights  and  live  upon  the  fpoils  of  others.  Am- 
bition, avarice,  revenge,  and  other  lordid  lufts 
and  pafTions,  have  governed  the  world,  and  made 
the  earth  a  field  ot  blood  ! — Wan,  and  rumcurs 
cf  wars,  have  bciti — Wars,  and  rumcurs  of  wars., 
\v;ll  be,  until  the  happy  period  commence?, 
when  *'  the  law  fhall  go  forth  out  of  Zion,  and 
"  the  word  of  the  LOUD  from  Jcrufalem  ; 
"  whrn  GOD  (hall  judge  among  the  nations, 
*'  and  fhall  rebuke  many  people  :  And  they 
"  fhall  beat  their  fwords  into  plow-fliares,  ai  d 
*'  their  fpears  into  pruning-hooks :"  When  "  na- 
"  tijn  fnall  not  lift  iipfword  againft  nation,  nei- 
*'  ther  fliall  they  learn  war  any  more  :"*  And 
when  "  the  kiagdcins  of  this  woild  fliall  btcr  me 
"  the  kingdoms  of  our  LORD,  and  of  his  Chiift, 
*'  and  he  (hall  reign  for  ever  and  ever."  -f- 

Iv  the  mean  time,  it  is  happy  for  mankind, 
that,  partly  from  necefTity,  and  panly  for  mutual 
fafety  and  defence,  they  have  been  led,  by  pro- 
vidence, to  form  themfclves  into  fccicties  ;  to 
the  end,  rhar,  afs  far  as  the  prelent  ftate  of  things 
will  admit,  thp  evil-,  that  might  arife  from  a 
different  flare,  might  be  prevcnred,  the  natural 
and  common  rights  of  mankind  prelcrved,  and 
the  bleffin 7s,  refbhing  therefrom,  more  freely 
and  univerfally  enjoyed. 

Hence  it  appears,  that,  as  one  important  end 
cf  fucicty,  is  proteclion  and  defence,  every  mea- 

fure, 

«  Ifai.  2.  3,  4.  t  Rev.  II.  15. 
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fure,  every  ftep,  contlucive  to  this  end,  tends  to 
the  peace  and  happinefs  of  mankind.  This, 
therefore,  ju ft ifies  the  condudl  and  meafures  of 
Jehojhaphat  and  the  people  of  Judah^  upon  the 
moft  rational  principles,  and  fcts  them  in  the 
clearelt  pome  of  light,  as  wife  and  good, —  wor- 
thy the  king  and  people  which  purfucd  them, 
and  as  an  rxample,  not  unworthy  the  emulation 
of  the  moft  illuftrious  princes  and  rtfpe^lablc 
flares.  And  happy  for  mankind,  were  luch  ex- 
amples more  clofcly  attended  to,  and  like  mea- 
fures  more  carefully  purfued,  by  rulers  and 
people,  in  every  ftatc  !  

The  difpofuion,  principles,  condudt  and  cha- 
radter  of  the  people  of  Judah,  who  fo  cordially 
and  univerfally  concurred  with  their  fovercign, 
in  ihefe  wife  meafures,  for  the  general  fafety 
and  happ  nefs  of  the  kingdom,  are  not  unworthy 
peculiar  notice.  The  heads  of  the  people,  with  the 
mu'titude  of  their  brethren,  willingly  offaed  theta- 
JtLves  unto  the  LORD,  iviib  thar  arms,  as  ready 
prepared  for  the  war,  * 

As  it  was  now  a  time  of  peace  and  tranquility, 
with  the  kingdom  of  Jtidah,  it  is  evident  they 
could  not  have  in  view  any  immediate  enter- 
prize  againft  their  enemies  :  They  had  none  to 
encounter.  An  offenfive  war  (unlefs  by  fpecial 
direction  from  heaven)  could  never  be  juftified, 
upon  principles  of  reafon  and  equity  :  This  could 
not,  therefore,  be  the  defign  of  a  king,  who  had 
made  GOD  his  guide,  and  religion  his  care  ;  or 
of  a  people  who  were  taught  the  law  of  the 

LORD, 

*  Vid,  text,  and  vcr.  feq. 


14 


Artillery 


LORD,  and  had  wifely  adopted  it  as  the  rule  of 
their  condudl.  For  thcfe  reafons,  it  is  natural 
to  fuppofe,  that,  as  to  revive  and  encourage  a 
truly  martial  I'piric,  and  put  the  kingdom  in  the 
bcft  ftate  of  defence,  were  the  ends  immediately 
in  view,  martial  exercifcs,  and  the  cultivation  of 
the  ufc  of  weapons  of  defence,  and  of  the  know- 
ledge of  the  art  of  war,  was  the  fcrvice  to  which 
they  offered  themfclves  •,  that,  in  this  way,  they 
might  become  a  terror  to  their  enemies,  and 
keep  them  at  a  diftance  : — Or,  if  any  Ihould 
dare  to  infult,  or  difturb  their  peace,  they  mighc 
meet  with  the  fate  they  juftly  dckrved. 

And,  verily,  this  is  a  fervice  of  no  fmall  im- 
portance to  a  nation,  or  a  ftate,  to  preferve 
peace,  when  enjoy'd,  as  well  as  to  reduce  aa 
tnemy  to  r^afon  and  equitable  terms  of  peace, 
when  a:  war. — A  fervice,  therefore,  that  ought, 
at  all  limes,  and*by  all  Itates,  to  have  a  proper 
attention  paid  unto  ic. 

"When  once  a  martial  fpirit  finks,  and  fkill  in 
military  exercifes  and  warlike  accomplilhments 
are  held  in  contempt,  the  art  of  war  and  ufe  of 
arms  negledled,  among  a  people,  they  are  ex- 
pofcd  to  the  inlults  of  every  invader,  are  an  eafy 
prey  to  their  weaktft  enemies,  and,  like  I  ai/h  of 
old,  feem  to  be  marked  out,  in  providence,  for 
fpecdy  deftrudi'on.  On  the  contrary,  to  allude 
to  the  language  of  Mcfes  to  his  people,  One  ac- 
qnaiated  with  arms  and  inured  to  the  exercifej 
and  arts  of  war,  will  chajs  a  tboufand^  and  two 
villi  put  ten  thoujand  to  flight.  * 

Convinced 
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Convinced  of  this,  the  heads  of  the  people, 
with  their  brethren, TOz/Ziw^/y  offeied  themlclves  to 
this  (ervicc. — The  manner,  temper  and  difpofi- 
tion,  with  which  they  engaged  in  maitial  exerci- 
fes,  and  inured  ihemlelvcs  to  the  ufe  ofarms,  were 
peculiar  agreable  and  enga^^ing. — Ic  was  not 
the  effcdt  of  force  and  conllrainr,  but  their  own 
free  choice.  They  were  voluntiers,  in  this  im- 
porrant  fcrvice,  to  the  ir  Kin^  and  Counlry  — The^ 
law  the  importance  of  protection,  in  their  ri^ts, 
liberties,  privileges  and  pifT.filons  — They  faw 
the  excellency  of  the  bk flings  of  peace,  and 
tailed  the  fweets  of  freedom  and  reft  : — And, 
to  put  it  out  of  the  power  of  their  enemies,  to 
give  them  uneafinefs,  for  the  future,  they  chcar- 
fully  forego  every  inconvenience,  every  expence, 
that  might  attend  fuch  ferviccs,  improve  them- 
felves  in  the  ufc  of  arms  and  arts  of  defence,  and 
voluntarily  arm  and  prepare  themlelvcs,  to  meet 
the  enemy  and  play  the  man,  for  the  ciiies  and 
people  of  GOD, 

The  principles  they  afled  upon,  and  were  in- 
fluenced by,  were,  if  pofiible.  Hill  m(  re  important, 
to  the  purpofes  of  fafety  and  defence,  l-'iinci- 
ples  of  piety  and  virtue  warmed  their  iiearts, 
infpired  their  fouls,  and  gave  the  Ipring  to  adtion. 
Their  excellent  fovereign  had  let  the  example,  in 
making  religion  his  greatcftcare. — Their  willing 
tearts  catch  the  fire,  from  fo  illuftrious  a  pattern, 
their  obedient  fouls  are  quickly  warmed  with  the 
facred  flame. — They  confider  the  glory  of  their 
king,  the  defence  of  their  country,  and  the  pre- 
fervation  of  the  rights  and  liberties  of  the  peo- 
ple, as  the  caufe  of  GOD  :  And,  in  devoting 
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themfclvcs  to  fo  important  a  fervicc,  they  do  ir 
as  unto  GOD  hiinfelf — They  wiilin^ly  offered 
tbemjehes  unto  the  LORD.  * 

The  common  father  of  mankind,  who  is  fu- 
preme  LORD  of  all,  gracioufly  condt  fcends  to 
confider  his  peo'(.ile,  as  his  peculiar  care,  and  their 
caufe,  as  his  ov'  n.  Thole,  who  engage  in  the 
caule  of  his  people,  and  fet  themfdvcs  for  their 
def«ice,  are,  therefore,  to  confider  then^fcives  as 
guardians  and  truftces  for  GOD,  having  ihe 
rights,  property,  liberties  and  lives  of  their  fcl- 
low-men  (a  facred  truft  ! — )  comm.iited  to  their 
charge  ;  and  by  this  confideration,  be  excited  to 
make  devotion  to  God  the  principle,  and  love  to 
him  the  ipring  of  action.  Piety  to  GOD,  and 
principles  of  virtue  and  religion,  lay  the  happicft 
foundation  for,  and  infpirc  men  with  the  mod 
engaging  and  powerful  motives  to,  the  highcft 
attainments  and  greateft  ufefulnefs,  in  every 
ciiaracter,  in  life  :  But  in  none  are  they  of  grea- 
ter importance,  than  in  the  charad^er  of  thofe, 
who,  voluntarily,  offer  themfclvcs  to  the  fcrvicc 
of  mankind,  for  their  protedtion  and  defence. 

Love  to  GOD,  which  contains  the  eflence  of 
religion,  is  a  fourcc  of  every  virtue,  every 
grace  ;  and  infpires  the  foul  with  the  noblclt 
principles  of  adion.  From  this  divine  root, 
fprings  that  benevolence  of  heart,  towards  man- 
kind, which  excites  men,  for  the  public  good, 
for  the  fafety  and  happinefs  of  fociety,  of  their 
country,  to  facrifice  any  thing,  every  thing  dear 

iii  life, — yea,  life  itfclf.  from  this  blclTed 

fountain, 
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fountain,  flows  that  humane,  generous,  benefi- 
cent tempt-r,  towards  our  fclluw  men,  that  forms 
l\\t  truly  public  jpiril — warms  the  heart  with  a 
tender,  patriotic  concern,  and  excites  to  a  faith- 
ful care,  tor  the  welfare  of  others,  and  the  pre- 
fervation  and  enjoymsnc  of  the  common  li^^hts 
ot  mankind. 

Firmly  to  believe,  fully  ro  realize,  deeply  to 
be  imprcls'd  with,  the  great  principles  of  piety 
to  GOD,  and,  in  the  ferviccs  we  engage  in,  for 
the  good  of  mankind,  to  aft  as  devoted  to 
him  ; — to  realize  the  being,  perfcdtions,  govern- 
ment and  providence  of  GOD  — to  aft  as  under 
his  immediate  infpeftion,  and  as  accountable  to 
him  for  every  ftep  — ro  remember,  that  the 
wife  and  virtuous,  faithful  and  jufl,  are  afl'ured 
of  his  favour,  and  that  thofe  of  an  oppofite  cha- 
rafter,  are  expoled  to  his  difpleafure,  and  fure 
of  the  fevereil  refentment  of  an  angry  GOD, 
muft  have  the  happied  tendency,  to  Itore  the 
mind  with  the  noblell  fentiments,  and  lead  a  man 
to  aft  with  the  firmeft  reiolution  and  moft  ex- 
alted views. 

Inspired  with  the  principles  of  piety,  govern- 
ed by  the  laws  of  GOD,  encouraged  and  fup- 
ported  with  the  motives  of  religion,  fuch  men, 
in  the  court  or  in  the  field,  in  peace  or  war,  in 
private  or  public  ftations,  look  with  a  generous 
contempt,  a  facred  abhorrence,  upon  every  ad- 
vantage, they  might  make  to  themfelves,  at  the 
expence  of  their  virtue. — No  felf-intereft,  no 
venal  motive,can  counter-vail,  with  them,  the  pub- 
lic goad,  the  fafety  and  happinefs  of  fociety — of 
C  mankind. — ; 
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mankind. — The  frowns  of  the  great,  and  th« 
flatteries  of  the  vulgar,  are  equally  dclpifed  $ 
the  greateft  toils  are  chearfuily  endured,  the 
moft  Iclf-.ienying  fei vices  arc,  with  plealure, 
engaged  in,  n  this  caule  of  GCD.  In  iionour 
to  GOD,  they  w  ait  on  their  kirg  •,  in  devouon 
to  him,  they  lerve  their  country,  and  for  the 
glory  of  his  name,  ftand  ready,  chearfuily  to 
fubiiiit  to  every  hnrdfhip,  fiimly  to  face  evtry 
danger,  and,  for  ti.e  fupport  of  his  caufe  and 
defence  of  the  liberties  and  lives  of  his  people, 
freely  to  make  their  own  a  lacrifice,  and  (hcd 
their  deareft  blood.  Like  Mofes,  of  old,  they 
rather  chitle  to  endure  hardne/s,  and  Jnffer  the 
grcateft  affli£lions,  with  the  people  of  GOD,  iharty 
at  the  dear  expence  of  the  honour  of  GOD,  the 
fafeiy  of  his  people,  or  their  own  virtue,  enjoy  the 
pteajures  of  ftn^  for  a  feafon.  *  Yea,  when  this 
is  the  price,  the  moft  tempting  pleafures,  the 
muft  exalted  honours, — even  crowns  and  king- 
doms are  offered  them  in  vain  !  

Thus  the  principles  of  piety  lay  the  founda- 
tion, tor  that  excellent  qualification,  which  was 
a  peculiar  charadleriftic  virtue,  in  the  men  of 
"judah,  who  fo  cheartuliy  offered  themftrlves  unto 
the  LORD,  in  the  fervice  and  for  the  defence  of 
their  king  and  country. — T  hey  are  Uiled  mighty 
inen  of  valour,  f — By  which  is  intended,  not  only, 
that  they  were  men  of  ftrength  and  fprightli- 
nefs — men  of  good  conftitutions,  and  in  the  prime 
of  life,  and  on  thefe  accounts,  men  fit  for  war- 
like lerviccs  and  enterj;rizes  ;  but  alfo,  and  more 
efpccially,  that  thty  were  men  of  firmnefs  of 

tniod, 
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mind,  of  a  manly,  couragious  and  warlike  fpirit, 
able  to  endure  the  toil,  and  face  the  dangers  of 
war,  and  prepared  tp  bear  the  charge  of  an 
enemy,  wiih  becoming  firmnefs  and  real  forti- 
tude.— A  virtue,  a  qualification,  of  the  greateft 
importance  to  a  foldicr  !  

Valour,  or  true  fortitude,  is  that  virtye,  by 
which  men  are  enabled  to  preferve  prefence  of 
mind,  to  poffefs  thcmlclvcs  fi  lly,  think  clearly, 
judge  wilely  and  act  witn  calinneis,  firmnefs  and 
relolution,  in  times  of  grear  contufion  and  tu- 
mult, in  the  midll  of  molt  prelTing  dangers  and 
perplexing  diftieflts,  A  virtue  w^hich  rxcitcs  to 
the  noblcll  adions,  ftiinulares  to  the  boldeft  cn- 
terprizes,  which  rtafon  didates,  judgment  di- 

redts,  or  duty  calls  them  to  engage  in.  Bur, 

then,  it  is  carefully  to  be  diltinguiOied  from 
ralhnefs,  preiumption,  fury  and  madnefs  •,  which, 
in  conlequtnce  of  falfe  notions  of  this  virtue,  or 
luccefs  attending  fuch  unnatural  and  unreafona- 
ble  exertions,  too  oiten  gain  applaufe,  and  take 
the  name  of  Valour.  Hut  the  difference  be- 
tween them,  is  very  greaf, — the  fame  as  between 
realon  and  pafiioii,  lound  judgment  and  mad- 
nels. 

True  Valour  is,  therefore,  to  be  confidered 
as  a  mofal  virtue,  having  reafon  for  it's  founda- 
tion, and  religion  for  it's  encouragement  and 
fuppart.  And  where  cour  age,  valour  or  forti- 
tude, has  reafon  ftx'  it's  bafis,  and  is  encouraged, 
cuKivated  and^  fupportcd,  by  the  principles  of 
religion,  it  becomes  a  virtue  of  the  highell:  rank, 
and  prompts  and  leads  men  on  to  the  moft  he- 
C  2  roiij 


20  An  Artillery 


roic  undertakings  ;  And  when  properly  called, 
in  a  caufe  worthy  their  attention,  it  enables  men, 
with  calmnefs  and  compolure  of  mind,  to  face 
the  greatcfl:  dangers,  to  ftand  the  fcvtrcft  {hocks, 
to  meet,  undaunted  and  ftrene,  the  charge  of 
the  moft  formidable  enemy,  and  all  the  horrors 
ot  war. 

The  wan:  cf  true  fortitude,  is  always  attended 
with  difgrace  and  reproach,  frequently  with 
fiiameful  defeats,  and  fometimes  with  total  de- 
ftrudlion.  But,  inlpired  with  rhis  virtue,  a  man 
may  engage  the  boidcfl:  rival,  in  arms,  and  pcr- 
fo.  m  the  moft  glorious  exploits. 

Numberless  are  the  inftances,  of  the  amazing 
efft(fls  of  this  eminent  virtue,  as  founded  in,  and 
cxercifcd  upon,  the  principles  of  rcalon  and  re- 
ligion, which  are  celebrated  in  the  hiftory  of 
ages  paft. — The  facred  pages  exhibit  a  lift  of 
the  molt  valiant  Heroes,  whole  virtue  and  piety, 
infpiring  them  with  true  fortitude  of  foul,  ex- 
alted them  to  the  higheft  pitch  of  honour,  and 
led  and  enabled  them  to  perform  the  moft  il- 
luftrious  deeds.  Infpired  wiih  the  principles  of 
religion,  and  endued  with  this  god-like  virtue, 
they  "  fubdued  kingdoms,  wrought  righrcouf- 
"  nefs, — flopped  the  mouths  ot  lions,  quenched 
*'  the  violence  of  fire,  efcapcd  the  edge  of  the 
"  fword,  out  of  weaknels  were  made  ftrong, 
"  waxed  valiant  in  fight,  turned  to  flight  the 
"  armies  of  the  aliens."  * — But  not  to  add  

In  the  above  reprefentation,  we  have  had, 
imperfeftly  exhibited,  a  fketch  of  the  beft  policy 

and 
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and  wifeft  meafures,  purfued  upon  the  nobleft 
principles  and  with  the  moft  generous  views. — 
A  wife  king  and  a  loyal  people,  from  love  to 
GOD  and  their  country,  with  a  facred  emula- 
tion, uniting  their  endeavours,  for  the  prcferva- 
tion  of  peace,  the  fafety  of  the  ftate,  the  glory 
of  the  kingdom,  and  the  liberty  and  happmefs 
of  the  people. 

When  kings  and  rulers  a6t  the  part  of  fathers 
to  a  people,  and  from  virtuous  prmciples,  make 
it  their  care,  by  the  bell  policy  and  wifeit  mea- 
fures, to  render  them  fafe  and  happy. — When  a 
people  offer  themfclves  willingly  to  every  fervice, 
which  the  honour  of  their  king,  or  fafety  of  the 
ftate  requires  : — When,  not  only  in  war,  being 
roufed  by  threatncd  danger  and  diftrefs,  from  an 
approaching,  or  aflaulting  enemy,  but  even  in 
peace,  when  no  enemy  is  nigh,  perfons  of  the 
moft  refpeftabie  charadter,  as  well  as  their  bre- 
thren, of  a  lower  rank,  upon  religious  principles, 
offer  themfelves  to  thofe  martial  exercifes  and 
warlike  fervices,  which  are  neceflary  for  the 
fafety  and  defence  of  a  ftate,  the  prelervation  of 
peace,  liberty  and  happinefs  to  a  people,  and  the 
protedlion  of  the  common  rights  of  mankind  ; 
it  affords  the  moft  pleafing  profpedt,  yields  the 
moft  folid  fatisfaftion  and  lays  the  fureft  foun- 
dation for  lafting  tranquility. — Tbe  fear  of  the 
LORD  w/// quickly  fall  upon  nations  and 
kingdoms  that  are  round  about  them,  enemies  will 
bring  prefents  and  bow  themfelves  at  their  feer, 
and  gladly  accept  the  terms  of  peace  at  their 
hands.  * — Injured  innocence  will  always  find  a 

fafe 
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fafe  retreat,  in  fuch  a  ftare,  and  a  fore  protection 
under  the  Ibadow  ot  it's  wing';. —  l  itly,  there- 
fore, rray  the  haj'py  prince  of  fuch  a  flate  be 
addrtffcd,  in  the  laneuage  oi  i,hda\  queen,  to 

&olor,jonoi  old  "  Happy  a^e  ifiv  iiicn,  ha;  py 

"  are  thefe  thy  iervants,  wLic'i  (land  cuntinuaily 
*'  before  thee.— Bleflcd  be  the  I  CRD  thy  GOD, 
*'  which  dehghted  m  thee  to  irr  thee  on  his 
*'  throne,  to  be  king  fnr  rhe  LORD  thy  GOD  : 
•»  Bccaufe  thy  GOD  loved  ifraci,  lo  eltablifh 
*'  them  forever,  ihtreforc  made  he  thte  king 
**  over  thtm  !"* — Of  luch  a  Ha'e  and  people 
alfo,  it  may  with  equal  propntiy  be  laid,  in  the 
concife,  but  expreflive  language  of  the  royal 

Pjalm'tft  "  Happv  is  thar  people,  that  is  in 

"  fuch  a  cafe  :  Yea,  happy  is  that  people,  whofe 
GOD  is  the  LORD  !" 

Such  were  the  charader  and  ftate  of  GOD's 
people,  in  the  kingdom  of  Jucah,  at  the  happy 
time,  when  the  words  we  have  now  had  under 
confidtration,  were  wrote  ;  and  fuch  was  Judah's 

king  '^'.ch,    in    later  times,    has  Britain 

been — fich  is  Britain  ftiU — and  fuch  is  Britaih's 

King.  .-ind,  in  a  careful  imitation  of  the  il- 

ludrious  example  of  Jehajhafhat  and  GOiys  peo- 
pls,  and  a  clofe  attention  to  their  vvife  meafures, 
for  mutual  fafety,  glory  and  felicity, —  fuch 
(GOD  grant)  they  may  ever  continue  to  be  !  — 
A  terror  to  their  enemies,  an  afylum  to  the  in- 
jured and  diftreffed, — a  lure  proccdion  for  li- 
berty, a  lading  defence  to  the  natural  and  com- 
mon rrghts  ot  mankind  !  But  to  come  nearer 

bomc:  

•  2  Chron.  9,  7,  8. 


lEleclion  Sermon.  23 


The  preceeding  difcourfe,  as  it  countenances 
■wife  meafures,  purlued  upon  religious  principles, 
for  the  fafety  and  happinefs  of  a  people,  fiiows 
the  propriery  and  importance  of  the  care  that 
has  been  taken,  by  the  people  of  this  land,  for 
thefc  purpolcs,  from  the  firlt  fcttlement  of  the 
country,  down  to  the  prefent  day. 

Inspired  with  the  fame  fentiments,  which 
influenced  to,  and  governed  the  mealurcs  of 
Jehojhaphat  and  his  people,  for  mutual  fafety, 
felicity  and  protedtion  ; — to  enjoy  the  bleffings 
of  liberty,  civil  and  religious,  with  greater  fecu- 
rity  ;  our  jathers^  in  feverer  reigns,  left  a  plealant 
land,  and,  at  the  rifle  of  their  lives,  fought  a  fafc 
retreat,  from  arbitrary  power,  among  mccilefs 
favages,  in  this  inhofpirable  wildernels.  A  mer- 
ciful GOD,  who,  with  a  father's  pity,  always 
beholds  the  diflrefs  oF  his  people  oppreflTed, 
fmiled  upon  their  enterprize,  and  gave  them  the 
land  for  a  poflTeflion. — And,  verily,  it  is  a  plea- 
fant  land,  a  goodjy  heritage.  

Early  did  the  firfl  fettlers  of  rhis  country 
difcover  a  due  concern,  a  provident  care,  for 
themfelves  and  pafterity,  in  making  the  beft 
provifion  in  their  power,  for  fafety  and  defence. 
No  fooner  was  fociety  formed  and  civil  govern- 
inent  efl:abliflTied,  but,  even  in  their  infant  ftate, 
they  made  it  their  care,  to  put  the  militia  of  the 
country  upon  a  refpedtable  footing. 

Various  were  the  inftitutions,  for  this  im- 
portant purpofe. — Like  Jehoflmphat,  the  chief 
rulers  made  the  defence  of  their  country,  and 
the  fafety  of  the  people,  an  object  of  their  con- 
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ftant  and  clofeft  attention  •,  and  by  their  ex- 
ample and  influence,  and  in  every  wile  and 
laudable  way,  endeavoured  to  infpire  the  people 
with  a  martial  ipirit,  and  excite  them  to  excel  in 
military  (kill,  the  ufe  of  arms  and  art  of  war. — 
They  .often  honour'd  them  with  their  prcfcnce, 
in  the^ilitary  exercifcs,  and  did  not  look  upon 
it  beneath  their  dignity,  fomctimes,  to  appear  in 
arms  thcnifclves.  1  heir  good  example  was  not 
without  it's  influence,  nor  their  fpirited  meafures 
without  the  happieft  effefts.  ferfons  of  the 
befl:  charafler  and  eftates,  chearfully  followed, 
and,  with  the  multitude  of  their  brethren, 
willingly  cffsred  thmfehes  to  the  LORD,  in  this 
important  fervice. 

To  thefe  purpofes  and  for  thefe  important 
ends,  the  Honorable  Artillery  Company  was  form- 
ed, loon  afrer  the  fettlement  of  the  country  ; — 
to  be  a  fchool  for  military  exercife  and  difci- 
pline  ; — to  teach  and  inftrud  in  martial  fkill  and 
the  art  ot  war. — Great  have  been  the  benefits 
refulting  from  fuch  a  wife  dcfign.    Many  brave 
captains  and  leaders  have  gone  out  from  hence, 
that  have  done  worthily  for  GOD  and  their 
country. — The  primary  defign,  of  this  early  care 
of  the  far  hers  of  the  country,  for  military  flcill 
and  warlike  accomplilhments,  is  happily  ob- 
tained.   After  a  long  fcries  of  hardfhips,  toils, 
dangers  and  diftrefl"es  of  cruel  wars,  with  the 
common  enemy,  who  were  our  rivals  in  America^ 
and  the  barbarous,  mercilefs  Javages,  whofe  thirlt 
for  blood  and  revenge  has  always  been  infatiable, 
through  the  fmiles  of  heaven,  we  fee  this  happy 
land  in  a  ftate  of  peace  and  reft.— But  Ilill,  mea- 
fures 
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fares  for  defence  a'C  nereflary,  a  militaVv  fpirit 
to  be  encouragi'd,  knowledge  in  the  ufe  rf  arms 
and  arc  of  war,  to  be  culnvared  ;  or  loon,— 
very  foon,  we  fhall  be  m^ktrd  our  for  a  prey, 
ready  and  prepared  for  iht  enemy's  hand.  buch. 
an  inftitution,  therefore,  even  in  the  prtfent 
happy  ilate  of  peace  and  quiet,  is  of  nft  Imall 
importance  ;  as,  properly  artendc-d  to,  if  may 
anlwcr  many  valuable  purpoles,  ferve  as  a.lpring 
to  a  martial  ipirir,  excite  others  to  emnla.io.i, 
and  happily  encourage  thoff  exercile-s,  which 
greatly  tend  to  the  proteciion  and  faitiy  of  this 
people. 

To  honour  and  countenance  an  inRltution,  fb 
well  calculated  for  the  public  good,  Gciulcmen 
of  the  higheft  charadler  and  rirlt  places  of  irult 
and  govern^ient  among  us,  have  (.hearfully  at- 
tended on  thefe  occafions  : — And  it  is  wi  h  pe- 
culiar joy  we  behold  the  COMMANDr.R  in 
CHIEF,  and  frft  Magiflrates  of  the  province^ 
attending  the  krvices  of  this  day  — to  cxprefs 
their  readinefs  to  countenance  and  difpofition  to 
encourage  fo  worthy  a  defign. — In  this,  they 
have  the  example  of  one  of  the  belt  of  kings, 
and  of  the  princes  and  chiefs  of  a  moll  refpedta- 
ble  .ftate,  to  countenance  them. 

To  honour  their  exercifes  in  arms,  the  gen- 
tlemen of  this  ancient  and  honorable  company^  have 
wifely  called  religion  in  aid,  that,  being  fanSii" 
fied  by  the  word  of  GOD  and  prayer,  and,  upon 
religious  principles,  inlpired  with  true  fortitude 
and  valour,  t  hey  might  be  excite''  and  encouraged 
to  excel  in  their  profefllon,  in  military  fkiH  and 
P  the 
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the  art  of  war — It  is  with  real  ch'^arfulners  we  join 
them  herein,  and  wi  h  great  fi:  ceritv,  wr  wi(h 
ihem  a  blcffing  ou.  of  the  houle  of  the  LORD. 

To  revive  and  encourage  a  milirary  fpirit  and 
martial  exercilts,  upon  religious  principles,  has 
been  the  defign  oi  the  precceding  difcourfe  \ 
thar,  from  love  to  GOD  and  our  country,  from 
a  facrcd  rt-gard  to  our  own  f.fciy  and  happinefs, 
to  the  Wcliare  of  (ociety  and  the  common  rights 
and  liberties  of  mankind,  all  might  be  engaged, 
in  their  refpediyc  ch^iradlc  rs  and  (lations,  to  em- 
ulate each  other,  in  luch  meafures  as  fhall  tend 
to  mutual  ptotedlion  and  defence. 

Too  often  has  it  happened,  that  ftates,  which 
have  been  fuccefsful  in  war,  given  law  to  ihcir 
enemies  and  triumphed  in  arrn?,  by  negligence 
in  this  point,  have  bten  reduced  to*detencelers 
condition  and  eafily  lubjetted  to  the  power  of 
thole,  who,  but  a  little  while  before,  were  bow- 
ifig  at  their  feet  and  gladly  fubniitting  to  any 
terms  ihey  prefcribed. — How  unhappy,  how  in- 
glorious woul'.f  it  be,  after  the  remarkable  fuc- 
ceffes,  with  which  heaven  has  bkflld  our  arms, 
liiid  when  peace  is  reftored,  aiid  all  means  of 
fafety  and  defence  are  put  into  our  hands,  Ihould 
this  be  our  folly  and  fate  ? — How  (hould  we, 
vith  teais  of  grief,  of  Ihame  and  rcmorfe,  lament 
(too  late)  our  flupidity,&:  curfe  the  indolent  fpirit 
that  poflTcfTed  us  ? — Yea,  howjuftly  will  pofterity, 
i.i  ages  to  come,  rife  up  and  cuife  us,\as  the  caufes 
of  their  wretchednefs,  and  the  authors  of  the 
rpifery,  to  which  they  are  doomed,  without  the 
hop?  pr  poflibilify  of  rcdrefs  ! — ^ — 

May 
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May  the  chara6lers,  that  have  been  prefented 
us,  infpire  us  with  a  different  fpirit, — and  a  due 
concern  for  the  honour  of  our  fovereign,  the 
welfare  of  the  nation,  and  the  prefervation  of 
liberty,  peace  and  happinefs  to  our  f.lves  and 
pofterity,  influence  and  excite  us  to  a  different 
conduft.— May  all  prejudices  fubfide,  may  every 
fordid  luft  and  pafTion  be  forever  baniflied,  and 
a  manly,  generous  and  public  fpirit  prevail  in 
every  breaft,  and  influence  all  to  feck  the  pubhc 
good. 

Let  all  be  concerned  to  be  poflefled  of  true 
fortitude  of  mind,  which,  founded  in  and  culti- 
vated upon  the  principles  of  virtue  and  religion, 
will  render  us  good  foldiers  to  our  king,  power- 
ful guardians  to  our  country,  and  real  benefadors 
to  mankind. 

Inspired  with  this  divine  virtue,  we  fhall  be 
prepared  for  every  fervice,  armed  againft  every 
danger,  and  able  to  fupport  ourklves  under  every 
fliock  and  trial  of  life. — By  this,  we  fhall  be  pro- 
vided for  the  laft  encounter,  enabled  to  fupport 
the  charge  of  the  laft  enemy,  and,  even  in  this 
war  from  which  there  is  no  difcharge, — in  death 
itfelf,  come  off^  viftorious,  and  rife  triumphant  to 
a  bleffed  immortality. 


THE  END. 


ERRATA. 
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At  a  Council  held  at  the  Council. 
Chamber  in  Boston,  on  Thurfday 
the  firft  Day  of  JuN  E,  17^^  ,:^ 

PRESENT 
HisExccllency  chcGovernor  inCouncil, 

Adv'ifcd  and  Ordered,  That  the 
Thanks  of  the  Governor  and  Council 
be  given  to  theRev.Mr.  Jason  Haven^ 
for  his  Sermon  preached  Yeftcrday, 
being  the  Day  appointed  by  the  Royal 
Charter  for  theEle6llon  ofCounccUors 
for  the  Province  :  and  that  Royal l 
Tyler  and  Samuel  Dexter,  Efqrs. 
wait  on  him  with  the  Thanks  of  the 
Governor  and  Council  accordingly, 
and  in  theirNamc  dcfire  of  him  a  Copy 
of  liis  fa  id  Sermon  for  the  Prefs. 

A.  Oliver,  Secr'y. 
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Psalm  LXXV.  6,  7. 
For  promotion  comcth  neither  from 
the  eaft,  nor  from  the  weft,  nor 
frpm  the  fouch;  But  God  is 
thejudgc  ;  He  puttcth  dovvn  one, 
and  fctteth  up  another. 


^.««-,.~.^o~.~~^^Y  the  light  of  reafon  and 
I  't~~<XX  t*  I  ii^^ture,    we  arc  led  to 
Ji.Jj.:5^''g^6l.l.  believe  in,  and  adore 
1  .<<xTT  God,   not  only  as  the 

I  4._JS^-^4  i  niakcr,   but  alfo  as  the 
^..^^^^^^l^  governor  of  all  things. 
In  the  fame  way  we  may  be  f-atisfied  that 
A3 
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It  is  agreeable  to  the  divine  will,  that 
civil  government  be  eftabliftied  among 
men,  on  principles  equitable  in  them-, 
felves,  and  conducive  to  the  common" 
good.  But  in  thefc  points,  revelation 
comes  in  to  the  afliftance  of  reafon,  and 
fhews  them  to  us  in  a  clearer  light  than 
"vvecouUfce  Lhem  wichoucit's  aid.  This 
is  done  by  many  pafTigcs  of  facrcd  fcrip« 
lure,aud  by  that  which  I  have  now  read 
in  particular  ;  which,  "wirhtJut  a  critical 
examination  of  it's  connexion,  or  any 
labored  comnoent  on  it,  may  lead  us  to 
confider  —  God's  approbation  of  civil 
government  —  His  agcnry  in  putting ' 
men  into,  and  removing  tpem  from  places 
of  power — what  views  pcrfons  (hould 
have  in  feckingand  accepting  a  part  ingo- 
Tcrnment— wJhgr  ruks  ihoukl  beo'olcry- 
ed  in  inrroducing  men  into  office — 
how  thofe  that  a.e  promoted  fhould  be- 
have towards,  the  people-^and  how  the 
people  (hould  behave  towards  them. 
The  two  former  of  thefe  heads  of  diC- 
courfe  lie  plainly  in  the  words  of  my  text; 
the  oLhers  are  natural  inferences  from 
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■  TilB-  F.t'RST  tHing  to  be  confidered  is 
God's  approbation  of  civil  government 
among  mankind.  This  mighit  be  argu- 
ed from  the  dilpofitions  and  capacities 
which  he  hath  implanted  in  human  na- 
turc.  B.y  thefe 'Dcn  are  adapted  to  foci- 
ety,  and  inclined  to  affociarc  together  ; 
and  by  affuciating,.  the  happinefs  of  each 
individual  may  be  greatly  improved. 

By  forming  into  civil  fociety,  men  do 
indeed'  .gi-\'e  up  fome  of  their  natural 
right^;  but  it  is  in  profpc^l  of  a  rich  com- 
penfation,  in  the  better  fecuriry  of  the 
reQ,  and  in  the  enjoyment  of  fevcral  ad- 
ditional one?,  that  /low' from  the  conHi- 
tution  of  government,  which  they  efla- 
bJifli.  Individuals  agreeing  in  certain 
methods,  in  whicli  their  united  force 
and  ftrength  (hall  be  employed  for  mutu- 
al defence  and  fccurity,  is  a  general  idea 
of  civil  government.  Thcfe  methods  of 
defence  being  lav\fu]  and  right  in  them- 
felvcs,  muft  be  agreeable  to  il:e  will  of 
God  "  wholoveih  righteoufncfs They 
mufl:  pleafe  him  who  is  *'  a  God  of  order 
and  not  of  confufjon  as  they  tend  to 
prevent "  confufion  and  ever}' evil  work,'* 
A  4  vhicli 
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which  otherwife  would  prevail,  without 
teftraint,  among  fuch  ixnperfed creatures 
AS  vv'c  are. 

The  fl:ate  of  things  in  our  world  is 
evidendy  fuch,  as  to  render  civil  go- 
vernment necefTary  :  But  for  this,life,  li- 
berty, and  property  would  be  expofed 
to  fatal  invafion.  The  lulls  of  mcn,from 
whence  come  wars  and  fightings,  would 
not  be  under  fufficient  reftraint.  Their 
conduct  would  be  like  that  complained 
of  in  Ifrael,  when  they  had  no  king: 

Every  one  did  that  which  was  right 
in  his  own  eyes.*"  Men  would  refemblc 
the  fifhes  in  the  fea,  the  greater  devour- 
ing the  lefs.  This  ftate  of  things  as 
fully  determines  the  will  of  God,  who 
delights  in  the  happinefs  of  his  creatures, 
in  favor  oi  civil  government,  as  it  could 
have  been  done  by  an  exprels  revelation. 
The  voice  of  reafon,  in  this  cafe,  is  the 
voice  of  God. 

But  the  will  of  God,  as  to  this  thing, 
is  not  only  deduceablc  from  thefe  reafon- 
ings  :  His  word  of  revelation  declares 
it.    "  The  powers  that  be  are,"  cxprcf- 

•  Judges  xvii,  t. 
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fly  faid  to  be,  "  ordained  of  God."  Civil 
rulers  arc  called  "  the  minifters  of  God." 
And  "  he  that  refiftcth  them"  is  faid  to 
refift  the  ordinance  of  God."  § 

.  But  though  God's  approbation  of 
<;ivil  government  is  fo  evident ;  yet  he 
hath  not  fccn  fit  to  point  out  any  particu-  ' 
lar  form  of  it,  in  which  all  men  are 
obliged  to  unite.  This  is  left  as  a  matter 
of  free  choice  and  agreement.  Men 
have  a  natural  right  to  determine  for 
thcmfelves,  in  what  way,  and  by  whom 
they  will  be  governed.  The  notion  of 
a  divine  indefeafiblc  right  to  govern, 
vcfted  in  particular  perfons,  or  families, 
is  wholly  without  foundation  ;  and  is, 
I  think,  as  generally  exploded  at  this 
day,  by  men  of  fober  minds,  as  that  of 
uninterrupted  fucceflion  in  ecclefiaftical 
office,  from  the  apoftles  of  Chrift,  iix 
order  to  the  validity  of  chriftian  admi- 
niilrations. 

"  The  moft  impartial  difquifitions  of 
"  this  matter,faith  an  anonymous  writer, 
"  founded  on  the  common  fenfe  and 

practice  of  mankind,  have  long  ago 

"  convinced 

§  Rom  xiii.  t,  t,  4.. 
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'Vcpjivinced  tbe  wiCeand  unf^rejudiaedfi 
**' tjhaf")  no  iiidiyidualj  however  nobljr 
*V^?rxT^  bas.a-  rig^t  over  ihti  perfoiLoA 
"  property  o£a"P?t">er,  except.ohly  from 
"  mutual  CO mpai!:!,  cntrcd  inro  for  gene- 
*i-fai  bonefic ;  thcs^' c«)l'iditiony  of  which, 

arc,  as  obli^torV  on  the  governing^ 
".:^oiv  the  governed  parties.  No'  maOr 
*i,-Hi  the  nature  ot  things,  is  anyway! 
"  fup^fi^f  or  infeiior  to  his  fellow  citi-- 
*]  zqris,  but  on  fucb  conditions,  as  they 
*i-^re,fuppofed  to:have  mutually  confen^ 
"-te^^Jto*-.  It  is  only  to  prcvieut  the  con-i 

fufion  wbic^  righcs,  intercft,  or  ambi- 
*'  tion  might  create,  among  perfons 
"  equally  qualified,  that  the  fovereignty 
"  Iiath  been  fettled  in  particular  families. 
"  It  is  in  regard;  only  to  convcniency^ 
"  thaD  the  fuicccilion  fhould  remain  unia- 

lerrupted,,aslong  as  it  can  be  coniillenC 
*V-wi£b  the  goQcJ  of  the  whole.  But 
"  where  this  is  infringed,,  difpenfcd  with, 
"  fupcrfeded,  the  obligation  is. cancelled. 
"  The  people  arc  free,  and  may  either 

choofe  a  new  form  of  government,  oj 
"  put  their  gld,  into  other  hands," 
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Auh  ,i^ation§  have  npt  chofen.the  famfl. 
form  of  government :  JSor  can  we  deter- 
mine that  any  one  wojuld  be  belt  for  all. 
The  different  geiiius,tc-mper  and^rimation 
of  nations  and  .  countries,  may  make 
different  conliitutions  of  civil  policy 
eligible,  as  different  temperaments  in 
human  bodies,  and  the  different  climates 
in  which  they  are  placed,  require difTcrent 
rnethods  pf  regimen. 

The  Theocracy  of  the  Jevvs  doth  not' 
difprove  this  natural  liberty  of  choice. 
That  was  no  doubt  a  fjgnal  favor  to  thaf 
people,  while  it  continued  ;  and  it  was 
urigrateful  in  rhem  to  be  fo  foon  weary, 
of  it.  Other  nations  were  left  to  their, 
liberty,  to  chufe  fuch  a  form  of  govern-^ 
menr,  as  they  might  think  would  beft 
^nfwer  the  end  of  all  government,  the 
public  welfare  ;  whether  that  of  Monar- 
chy, Ariftpcracy,  or  Democracy  ;  or  a 
mixture  of  thefe.  It  is  a  mixture  of  thcfe 
th^t  our  nation  hath  fixed  upon  :  And 
this  we  are  ready  to  think  the  happieft: 
that  can  be.  We  may  poifibly  be  pre- 
judiced  in  favor  of  it,  becaule  it  is  our 
9y,'n.    Indeed  we  have  lefs  reafon  to 

^hinlq 
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think  we  are,  flnce  we  have  fo  many 

teftimonics  of  Grangers  to  it's  excellency/ 
Befidcs  thefe  teftimoiiies,  we  have  had' 
fuch  proofs  of  it's  goodnefs,  as  are  moft 
conviclivc,  thofe  of  experience.  By  it 
*'  we  have  enjoyed  great  quictnefs,  and 
important  favors  have  been  done  to  our 
nation. " 

In  this  form  of  government,  power 
and  privilege  are  happily  united.  They 
are  wrought  into  it's  foundation,  fo  that 
they  cannot  be  feperated,  but  by  pulling 
down  the  pillars  of  it.    Magiltrates  can- 
not exercife  their  power,  without  main- 
taining the  rights  and  privileges  of  the 
people  :  And  people  cannot  enjoy  their 
rights  and  privileges,  without  alTerting 
and  fuppoi  ting  the  power  of  migiflrates. 
We  have  reafon  to  be  thankful  to  the 
great  Founder  of  civil  government,  that 
under  his  influence,  our  nation  hath 
agreed  in  this  confticution,  which  hath 
already  contributed  fo  much  to  it's  hap- 
pinefs;  and  the  important  bleffings  of 
which,  we  hope,  will  flow  down  to  the 
lateft  pollerity. 


Indeed 
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Indeed  the  bed  fgrm  of  government 
will  not  jendcr  a  people  fafe  and  happy, 
without  a  good  adminiftration.  *  More 
depends  on  places  of  public  truft  Ui  ig 
properly  filled,  than  barely  on  the  con- 
iHtution.'  A  people  may  perhaps,  for  a 
feafon,  be  tolerably  happy,  under  the 
mofl:  exceptionable  form  of  government  ; 
but  can  fcarcely  be/o,  under  the  bcfV, 
when  adminidation  is  grofly  corrupt. 
Their  rights  and  privileges  are  very  near- 
ly  afre<i^ed,  by  the  character  and  con- 
du6l  of  their  rulers.  The  advancement  of 
perfons  to  places  in  government,  is  there- 
fore a  ttioft  interefting  affair.  It  requires 
the  ferious  attention  of  all,  who  have  a 
hand  in  it  :  And  it  will  lead  every  man 
of  religion,  to  implore  the  favor  and 
influence  of  the  fuprcme  ruler,  -who  put- 
teth  daiun  onCf  and  fetttsth  up  anQther. 

This  leads  me, 

Secondly.  To  confider  the  agency 
of  God,  in  putting  men  into,  and  remov- 
ing them  from  places  in  government. 

Promotion,  faith  the  penman  of 
my  text,   comet b  neither  from  the  eafly 

nor 
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'■no^jFrom  the  iveji^  nor  from  the  Jluth.  We 
cannot  (  as  one'remarks  on  the  \^ords) 
**  gain  it,either  by  the  wifdom  of  the  men 
of  the  eajl  or  by  the  numerous  forces  of 
the  hi/ejlern  ifles  ;  or  from  thofe  of  Egypt 
br  Arabia,  which  He  /outhwdrd  of  Judea. 
The  rcafon  vi  hy  the  «or/^  is  not  mention- 
ed may  be  becaufc  the  fame  word  which 
is  rendered  north  ngrufies  God's  fecret- 
flace  or  counfcl,  from  whence  promotioa 
doth  come.  "  Perh.ipsno  more  is  inten* 
ded  by  this  poetical  cxprcffion,  than  that 
the  niofl:  favorable  concurrence  of  fccond 
caufes/  will  not  prevail  to  advance  per- 
fonsln  government,  without  the  influ: 
endc  of'thc  firft.  '  A  truth  which  none 
can'  difbclicvc,  who  admit  God's  fuper- 
inrendency  over  all  human  affairs.  A 
trurh;  in  the  faith  of  which,  our  own 
obfcrvaKoii  may  have  been  fufEcientto 
confirm  us.  FIivc  we  not  known  fome, 
ready  to  compafs  fea  and  land,  and  to 
go  from  eaft  to  well,  and  from  north  to 
foufh,  in  purfuit  of  honor?  And  yet  havtJ 
they  not  found  it  like  a  ffiadow,  in  this 
refpe(!:l,  as  well  as  in  fome  other,  that  it 
hath  fled  before  them  \*ith  a  motion  as 
fwiiPi:  ars  that  with  which  they  have  fol- 
lowed 
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Jowed  it-?  While  th«y  'hive  tried  ot^efy 
•:prom.ifiryg  method  "tojclimb  the  fli|fpefy 
•jiillof  honor,  all  thcirattenipcs  havcbcdh 
blafted,  and  blafteJ  in  fuch  .fccret  arid 
unexpeded  ways,  as  could  not  be  ac- 
counted .for,  but  by  fhe  agency  6rf  him 
who  tiirtjppointeth'the-devices  of  t^it: 
crafty,  fo  that  thoir  tidnds  CirihoX  p6v- 
form  tbcir  cntcrprizG."  * 

Promotion  boing  '<!ertic(J  tb  the 
'power  of  fecoiid  caur»«;,  is 'aWribilted  tb 
'that  of  the  tirft:.  •■  Ooi^i  is  the  jHtf&e  :  He 
\-putteth  tioruffi  mie'y  a'fitl'J'etteth  up  another. 

1  Go'j)>if  ike  judge^\Nh^n  h\tt^\  par*- 
ticS  cdntend' for  rhc  prize  of  pfofermcrtt, 
Jbie  d$:.tcrmincth  it  to  which  he  picafeth, 
•fo  bell  to  ferye  !ms  own  piirpofes.  It 
^  aiot  only  fafc;  biit/happy  for  the  worl^, 
xhat\  abfolute  and  uncontroulabfc  powt^ 
ihbukl  be  poiTefled  by  a  being  ofinfinitfe 
wildom,  invariable  julHce  and  boundlefs 
mcrrcy*  .  Such' power  is  oftcrt  afcribed 
to  Gdd,  in  tiiuinfpired  writings.  "Wif- 
I";  dom  and  n^ight  are  his  :  He  removeth 
-*?nkings^  and  fcttL  th  up  kings  :  He  hath 
put  down  the  mighty  from  their  re«$, 
\  vv.\  and 

•  Job  V.  it. 
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"  and  exalted  them  of  low  degree.  The 
II  mort  high  ruleth  in  the  kingdom  of 
"  men,  and  giveth  -it  to  xvhomfoevcr 
*•  he  will"  t 

Go  D  is  thejudgeo(  men's  qualifications 
for  government,  and  his  "judgment  i$  al- 
ways according  to  truth."    He  knows 
M-hom  to  promote  and  whom  to  depofe, 
in  order  to  anfwcr  the  wife  plan  of  his 
unircrfal  providence.    This  power  God 
doth  not  ufually  cxercife  in  an  immediate 
way,  but  by  the  intervention  of  (everal 
fecoad  caufes  ;  and  thefe  are  united  and 
combined  together  in  fuch  a  manner,  as 
could  be  done  by  no  underftanding  but 
one  that  is  iniiuitc.    Sacred,  and  othet 
hillories  furniOi  us  with  inftances  hereof. 
The  advancement  of  Jofeph  to  great 
dignity  and  power  in  theEgvptian  courr, 
is  a  remarkable  one.    A  variety  of  un- 
conne^Wd  caufes  operated  to  bring  this 
about,  ujKonncaed  in  thcmfelrw,  but 
united  by  bim,  "  whofe  kingdom  nilcth 
over  all."  It  was  by  the  agency  of  God, 
ifaat  king  Saul  was  difgraced.  and  David 
advanced ;  an  event,  to  which  it  is  pro- 
bable, our  text  has  fpecial  reference.  Bf 

.        ^  thit 
T        n.  ti.  Luke  I.  ^t.  Dan.  nr. 
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this  k  came  to  pafs,  that  proud  Hamaa 
■Was  hanged  on  the  gallows  he  had  made, 
of  fifty  cubits  high  ;  while  Mordecai  the 
JeWjfor  whom  he  had  prepared  the  fame^ 
was  promoted  :  By  this,  that  haughty 
Nebuchadnezzar  was  turned  a  grazing  a- 
inong  the  beafts,  to  teach  him  that  "  the 
heavens  do  rule  :  "  By  /A/j-,that  boafting 
Herod  was  eaten  of  Worms,  becaule  he 
did  not  confider  that  he  was  one  himfelf. 

The  influence  of  the  fupreme  gover- 
nor of  the  world,  in  bringing  about  fuch 
events,  in  later  ages,  is  not  lefs  real, 
though  perhaps  lefs  evident  and  imme- 
diate. It  rriuft  be  acknowledged  in  put- 
ting down  fome,  and  fetting  up  others, 
in  our  own  natipii  and  land.  The  fall 
of  that  unhappy  and  mifguided  king, 
Charles  the  firft.  Was  an  inllance  of  it. 
So  was  that  ever  memorable  event,  fo 
happy  in  it's  confequenccs  to  Great- 
Britain,  and  to  thefe  Colonies,  cal- 
led the  R  e  v  o  l  u  t  i  o  n  ,  when  king  James 
the  fecond  abdicated  the  throne,  and 
King  William  and  Queen  Mary^ 
of  glorious  memory,  were  advanced  to 
it  J  which  made  way  for  the  prefent  hap-' 
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py  feflablifhment  in  the  Iioufe  of  Han6^ 
VER.  The  people  of  this  province,  not 
only  ftiared  in  common  with  their  fellow 
fubjefls,  on  the  other  fide  of  the  Atlantic^ 
in  the  advantages  arifing  from  this  great 
change  in  government,  but  were  parti- 
cularly happy,  in  being  delivered  from 
the  oppreflive  and  tyrannical  adminiftrar 
don  of  Sir  Edrrmnd  Androt.  The  ageU* 
cy  of  heaven  in  thefe  events,  doth  not 
determine  the  innocence  or  guilt  of  thofe, 
Mrho  were  the  voluntary  inftruments  of 
bringing  them  about.  "  Thou  couldeft 
have  no  power  at  all  againft  me,"  faid 
our  Saviour  to  PiLite,  "  except  it  were 
given  thee  from  above  :  "*  Yet  this  did 
not  prove  him  innocent,  in  "  condemn- 
ing that  juft  one.  " 

Tk  e  promotion  of  men  to  places  of 
power  and  trulti,  who  either  have  no 
tdents  for  government,  or  are  difpofed 
to  ufe  thofe  that  they  have,  to  wicked 
purpofes,  is  an  event,  which  may  feem 
hard  to  be  accounted  for.  "  God's  judg- 
ments are  a  grieac  deep."  This  however 
muft  be  a  fettled  principle  with  us,  "  that 
the  Judge  of  all  the  earth  doth  right." 

His 

•  John  XIX.  II. 
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His  providence  is  by  no  means  to  be  im- 
peached.   The  moral  evils  which  take 
place,  in  confcquence  of  fnch  promoti- 
ons, are  not  to  be  charged  on  him.  He 
in^y  permit  fuch  thing?,  to  punifh  a  bad 
t<;mpcr,  cither  in  the  perfoiis  promoted, 
pr  in  the  people  over  whom  they  are  let, 
or  in  both.    Wefhould  confiderit  as  the 
primary  dcfigri  of  fuch  puniOimciit  to 
reform  them  ;  but  if  they  remain  incor- 
^•igible  under  it,  a  fuller  difplay  of  God's 
f.pdoral  juftice  and  hatred  of  Hn,  w  ill  be 
^ladp  in  their  ruin.    "  The  fcripture 
faith  unto  Pharaoh,  cveii  for  this  lame 
purpofe  have  I  raifed  thee  up,  that  I 
might  (hew  Hly  power  in  thee,  and  that 
|ny  name  might  be  declared  throughout 
all  the  earth,  f  "   In  judgment  to  Ifraci, 
S^ul,  and  feveral  wicked  kings,  were 
fet  over  them.   "  There  is  (  fays  Dodor 
Tillotfon)  a  kind  of  moral  connexion  and 
communication  of  evil  and  guilt,  be^ 
Iweeii  princes  and  people  ;  fo  th:.t  they 
are  many  times  mutually  rewarded  for 
the  virtues  and  good  anions,  and  pu- 
nifhed  for  the  fins  and  faults,  of  one  a- 
nother.  " 


t  Rom.  IX.  17. 
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Good  men,  who  have  excellent  ta- 
lents for  government,  and  a  difpofition 
to  Life  them  for  the  public  advantage,  are 
fomctimes  kept  out  of  place,  or  fuddenly 
ftripped  of  that  civil  power  with  which 
they  had  been  cloarhed.  This  is  a  chap- 
ter in  the  book  of  providence  hard  to  be 
explained.  In  this  way,  we  have  reafon 
to  think,  God  fomctimes  defigns  to  pu- 
mlh  a  people's  ingratitude  to  him  for  a 
good  adminiftration,  which  they  have 
enjoyed;  their  unfubmilTivenefs  to  it,  anH 
abufe  of  it's  blcflings.  He  may  alfo  in- 
tend the  advantage  of  the  perfonsthus  dif- 
placed,  by  a  difpenfation  generally  grie- 
vous enough  to  them.  He  may  behold 
their  virtue  endangered  by  their  elevati- 
on :  •  He  may  forefee  that  they  would  not 
bo  proof  againft  the  temptations  of  it  ; 
and  that  they  would  negle(fl,  what  to 
them,  as  well  as  to  others,  is  "  the  one 
"  thing  needful,"  the  care  of  their  fouls. 
M.viy  have  loft  ground  in  religion  by  ad- 
vanccrnent,  and  recovered  it  by  a  return 
to  private  life.  ' 

Ha  VI  :i  G  remarked  on'the  agency  ofGod 
in  advancing  and  dcpofing  men,  I  go  on, 
'-1-  Thirdly. 
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Thirdly,  To  confidcr  what  views 
they  fliould  have  in  feeking  and  accept- 
ing places  in  government.    1  here  men- 
tion feeking  places i  for  I  do  not  imagine 
that  all  kinds  and  degrees  of  this,  are  to 
be  condemned  ;  though  the  charader  of 
feekers,  in  general,  is  a  very  odious  and 
invidious  one.    Importunity  in  a  can- 
didate for  promotion  is  a  prcfumptivc 
evidence,  that  he  is  unfit  lor  it.  Men 
of  the  befl:  qualifications  have  generally 
difdained  thofe  low  arts  and  intrigues,  by 
which  fomc  have  made  their  way  into 
places  of  power.    It  is  hard  to  fay  what 
can  be  more  bafe  and  wicked,  thsn  the 
conduct  of  thofe,  who  attempt  to  rife  by 
the  help  of  adulation  and  bribes,  iinlcfs 
it  be  that  of  thofe  who  hearken  to  them, 
and  become  the  tools  of  their  pride  and 
ambition.    That  temper,  however,  de- 
ferves  to  be  denominated  a  falfe  modefl}'-, 
which  makes  men  always  decline  prefer- 
ment, when  it  comes  in  their  way ;  or 
avoid  thofe  ofliccs  which  require  great 
abilities,  when  they  know  thcmfclves  to 
be  poireO:  of  them.    Hereby  they  may  be 
chargeable  with  hiding  talents  which  they 
ought  to  improve  for  the  public  good. 
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But  aH  mens  endeavors  to  riTe  in 
government  fhould  be  fuch,  as  they  ha\'e 
reafon  to  think  God  approves;  fuch  as 
they  can  with  finceriry  recommend  ta 
"his  blefling,  and  wait  on  him  to  fuc- 
ceed.  If  this  is  not  the  cafe,  they  are 
in  elfeil  fighting  againft  God.  They 
ought  not  to  feck,  nor  even  to  accept, 
fuch  offices  as  they  know  they  cannot 
difchar'ge,  in  a  good  mcafurc  anfvverablc 
tJ  the  a-icure  and  importance  of  them. 

God  //  thcjuhe — You  fhould  be  able 
t )  lo  jk  lip  to  him  in  confidence,  that  ht 
approve*  c\  ery  flcp  you  take  in  the  way 
to  p. 'lis  of  honor  ;  and  wuli  a  vvilling- 
Bcfs  to  be  difjppointed,  if  in  his  unerring 
wifdom  he  fees  you  to  be  unfit  for 
them  ;  and  that  your  fucccfs  would  ope- 
rate either  to  the  damage  of  the  pubhc, 
or  of  yourfelves-  Such  a  ferious  regard 
to  God,  as  liie  fountain  of  all  power, 
would  (hame  men  of  \irtue  and  modef- 
ty,  out  of  thofe  bafe  methods,  by  which, 
it  is  to  he  feared,  fomc  are  feeking  after 
promotion. 
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M^H  indeed  are  generally  partial  to 
^nJfelves  :  They  think  their  accom- 
plifljments  greater  than  they  are.  Under 
the  influence  of  this  partiality,  feme  may 
^ith  hoBeft  fimplicity  folicit,  and  enter 
into,  fudi  departments  in  government, 
as  they  can  by  no  means  fill  with  digni- 
ty, and  loathe  fatisfaiVion  of  the  public. 
This  evil  is  to  be  guarded  agaioft  by 
thofe,  ^vhofc  part  it  is  to  introduce  men 
into  office. 

The  rules  to  be  obferved  by  fucii  h  the 

Fo^URTH    thing    to  be  confidered 
They  Ibould  aft  with  great  fidelity  and 
caution.    This  fidelity  and  caution  is 
neceflkry,  both  in  fuperior  magirtratcs, 
in  their  appointments,  and  in  the  people, 
who  choofc  pcrfons  into  office.  The 
bufincfs  is  of  a  very  interefting  nature  ; 
in  doing  it  they  Ihould  confider  themfelvcs 
as  inftrumcnts  in  the  hand  of  God,  and 
therefore  bound  to  confult  his  u  iU,  and 
to  govern  themfelves  by  it.  This  teaches 
them  to  promote  men  according-  to 
their  apparent  merit ;  and  not  to  be  influ- 
cuced  by  private  connexions,  and  prof- 
^  B  4  V^^^ 
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pe^ls  of  perfonal  advantage.  The  public 
profperity  greatly  depends  on  your  faith.- 
ful  difcharge  of  your  duty  in  this  refpc6l. 
You  arc  accountable  to  God  for  the 
manner  in  which  you  difcharge  it.  You 
are  bound  as  you  will  anfwcr  it  to  him, 
to  confider  the  quahfications  of  candi- 
dates, for  places  in  government,  and  to 
promote  fuch,  and  fuch  only,  as  you 
think  in  fome  good  meafure  poffefiTed 
of  them. 

What  thcfc  qualifications  are,  I  have 
not  time  particularly  to  confider.  Two 
of  the  moft  eflenrial,  and  in  which  moft 
others  may  be  included,  I  fliall  briefly 
mention- — Wijdom  and  Religion. 

No  fmall  degree  of  wifdom  and  know- 
ledge is  necelTary  to  conflituie  a  good 
ruler,  whether  he  fills  a  place  in  the  legif- 
lativc,  or  executive  part  of  government. 
Solomon  when  advanced  to  be  king  over 
Ifrael,  prayed  for  a  wife  and  underftand- 
ing  heart :  God  approved  his  petition 
as  fcafonablc,  and  gave  a  gracious  anfwer 
to  it.  Wifdom  is  not  only  neceHary  for 
Kings,  and  for  perfons  in  the  highcft  feats 
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of  government,  but .  proportionable' de- 
grees of  it,  for  thofe  who  hold  fubordv- 
jiate  places.  Rulers  'are  compared  to 
tightf  which,  by  a  familiar  metaphor, 
fignifies  knowledge.  "  The  heads,  df 
the  tribes  of  Iflachar,"  chofen  to  repre- 
fent  their  brethren  on  a  certain  important 
occafion,  are  exprefsly  faid  to  be  "  men, 
that  had  underftanding  of  the  times,  to 
know  what  Ifrael  ought  to  do. "  * 

Government  is  by  no  means  fafe 
in  the  hands  of  weak  and  ignorant  men, 
how  good  foever  their  intentions  may 
be.  When  fuch  men  have  the  manage- 
ment of  our  public  affairs  what  can  we 
expec^l,  but  that  they  run  into  confufion 
and  diforder  ? 

Nor  is  it  every  kind  of  knowledge 
that  will  qualify  a  man  to  govern.  He 
muft  be  acquainted  with  men,  as  well  as 
things ;  otherwife  he  will  be  in  conti- 
nual danger  of  being  impofed  on,  by  the 
fubtilty  and  addrefs  of  dcfifning  men  a- 
round  him.  He  will  confide  in  thofe 
who  are  not  to  be  trufted,  and  make 
thofe  his  counfcllors,  who  will  take  pains 

to 

'  I  Cbron.  Xn.  32. 
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to  lead  him  ailray.  It  is  the  charadler 
<f  the  fijpreme  ruier,  rbat,  "  He  is  a  God 
of  knowledge,  by  whom  anions  arc 
tveighed."  *  Rulers  amoi>g  men,  flioujd 
Slave  fltill  to  form  a  due  eftinaate  of  the 
anions  of  pcrfons,  under  all  that  coloring 
which  they  lay  on  them.  If  they  have 
tttot,  how  can  they  approve  and  reward 
*hofe  that  have  a  falutary  influence  on 
the  public?  How  can  they  difapprove  and 
counterad  thofe  of  a  contrary  nature  ? 

"Rui-ERs  Ihould  not  only  be  acquain- 
ted with  the  natural  rights  of  the  people, 
which  are  the  fame  under  every  form  of 
government,  but  alfo  with  thofe  which 
originate  from  the  conftitution  of  the 
country  where  they  live  ;  that  they  may 
be  tender  of  both,  and  able  to  defend 
both.  They  fhould  know  how  to  ftate 
the  bounds  of  their  own  authority,  and 
of  the  rights  of  the  people  ;  that  while 
with  firmnefs  they  aflert  the  former,  they 
may  not  infringe  on  the  latter.  Wifdom 
is  neceflary^o  dire^l  them  in  all  that  va- 
riety of  bufinefs,  to  which  their  ftations 
call  them  ;  which  variety  I  cannot  now 
further  conftder. 

•  »Sam.  II,  3. 
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.  iReligion  is  the  othicr  iqualifrratiom 
wliich  I  mentioned,  as  neceffary  to  the 
character  of  a  good  ruler.    He  muft  be  a 
man  of  religion,  who  difcharges  the  du*- 
tics  of  a  magiftcate  with  fidelity.    By  a 
man  of  religion,  Imcan  one  that  is  a  true 
fearer  of  God,  one  that  is  in  a  good  mea* 
fvite  fanclified  by  his  grace,  formed  to  thc 
temper  recommended  by  the  ^ofpel  of 
Chrift,  and  fincerely  endeavors  to  afl  up 
10  thofe  rules  of  ;piety  and  virtue,  which 
ktt  therein  prefcribed- 

'^rr.fTt  towards  God  is  the  only  balls, 
©h  which  a  proper  conduct  towards  men, 
7^X1  ftand  firm  and  fleady  againft  thofe 
blafts  of  temptation,  to  which  all  men  are 
lexpofed;  and  whifch  beat  on  thofe,  that 
Rare  in  elevated  ftations,  with  peculiar  vi- 
olence, as  ftorms  do  on  a  houfe  that 
'{bands  on  an  eminence.    "  He  that  fears 
pot  God,  will  not  regard  man,"  will  not 
Tcgard  him,  with  that  tender  concern  for 
his  profperity,  and  that  fmcere  endeavor 
to  promote  it,  which  the  laws  of  religion 
require.    True  patriotifm  (  for  fuch  a 
^hing  no  doubt  there  is,  though  many 
may  be  Grangers  to  it,  who  are  fond  of 

the 
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the  name)  hath,  it's  foundation  in  religion. 
A  vicious  man  hath  no  fettled  principle 
of  action.  He  is  ruled  by  felfilh  paflioos. 
To  gratify  thefe,  he  will  facrifice  his 
confcience  ;  he  will  trample  on  law, 
when  he  can  do  it  with  impunity  ;  he 
will  betray  his  friends ;  he  will  fell  his 
country  ;  haying  firft  "  fold  himfelf  tq 
work  "  all  thefe  kinds  of  "  wickcdnefs." 

ii. Directly  the  reverfe  of  this,  is  the 
tendency  of  religion,  when  it  is  pure  and 
undefiled.  It  regulates  the  paffions  ;  it 
enlarges  the  mind  ;  it  fills  it  with  noble, 
and  benevolent  defigns  ;  it  leads  men  to 
enterprize  great  things  for  the  public 
good;  it  drives  away  the  raids  of  preju- 
dice and  temptation,' which  are  fo  apt 
to  obfcure  the  path  of  duty  ;  it  infpires 
a  noble  fortitude  and  refolution  to  purfue 
the  end  of  government,  though  it  fhould 
lead  through  a  fcene  of  painful  oppofiti- 
on  ;  though  the  beft  intentions  fhould 
be  mifconllrued,  and  the  moft  important 
fervices  go  unrewarded. 

Now  thofe  that  are  concerned  in  pro- 
moting men  to  public  ftations,  are  bound 

to 


An  Election-Sermon.  29 


to  have  great  regard  to  their  virtue  and 
religion.  "  For  the  God  of  Ifrael  faid, 
the  Rock  of  Ifrael  fpake  to  me — He  that 
ruleth  over  men  mufl:  be  jufl:,  ruling  in 
the  fear  of  God.  "  *  King  David  deter- 
mined to  a6t  on  this  principle  in  calling 
men  to  office  under  him.  "  Mine  eyes 
fhall  be  upon  the  faithful  in  the  land  : 
He  that  walketh  in  a  perle£l  way  he  fhall 
ferve  me. "  f 

God  who  //  the  judge,  and  who  never 
errs  in  judgment,  hath  plainly  intimated 
the  neceffity  of  the  two  leading  qualifica- 
tions for  rulers,  which  I  have  mentioned 
— and  not  barely  mentioned,  but  a  little 
enlarged  upon,  as  this  head  of  difcourfe 
hath  a  particular  afpeift  on  the  public 
tranfadtions  of  this  day.  And  are  you 
not  under  the  mofl:  folemn  obligations  to 
regard  the  will  of  God  in  promoting  men  r 
When  you  do  fo,  you  are  workers  toge- 
ther with  him  in  the  matter  :  When  vou 
do  not,  you  fet  yourfelves  in  oppofition 
to  him  ;  and  if  he  fufFers  you  to  fucceed, 
it  will  no  doubt  be  in  judgment  to  you, 
and  to  the  land. 


Fifthly 
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Fifthly.  Thi»  Ajbjea  in0ru(a9 
thofe  who  are  advanced  to  places  ojf 
power  and  truft,  how  th«y  fhould  be-, 
have,  and  preflej  fidelity  on  them  by  thq 
moft  ferious  motives.  They  are  to  con- 
fider  ihemfelves  as  promoted  by  God, 
and  accountable  to  him  for  their  conduct 
in  public  life.  God  is  the  judge  : 
futteth  down  qne^  and fitteth  up  another. 

Rulers  ought  always  to  look  on  their 
authority  as  derived  to  them.  They  are 
not  originally  polTefled  of  any.  Thjs 
confideration  fliould  make  them  humble. 
It  fhould  give  a  check  to  a  proud  and 
haughty  fpirit  ;  if,  at  any  time,  they  find 
fuch  an  one  ready  to  prevail.  It  fhould 
guard  them  againft  an  overbearing  ty- 
rannical behaviour.  They  fhould  fre- 
quently make  the  refleftion  of  the  apof- 
tie  ;  What  have  we  that  we  did  not 
receive  ?  And  if  we  received  it,  why  d^ 
we  boaft  i 

They  fhould  confider  their  authority 
alfo  as  limited  by  the  author  of  it  j  and 
that,  both  as  to  degree  and  continuance. 
God  putteth  dcj/n,  as  well  as  raifeth  up. 

The 
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Thd  triiirophing  of  wicked  rulers,  who 
abufe  their  power  in  ways  of  pride  and 
oppreflion,  is  generally  rtiort.  To  one  of 
rills  charader,  the  remark  of  the  antient 
fage  concerning  a  hypocrite  may  be  ap- 
plied ;  "  Though  his  excellency  mount 
up  to  the  heavens,  and  his  head  reach  unto 
the  clouds,  yet  he  fhall||erifli  forever  :  — 
They  that  have  fcen  him  fliall  fay  where 
is  he"?  t  When  a  virtuous  people  are 
©pptelTed,  they  may  carry  their  complaints 
to  God,  in  humble  confidence,  that  he 
tvill  not  long  "  fuffer  the-rod  of  the  wicked 
to  reft  on  the  lot  of  the  righteous.  "  if 

The  coniideration  that  their  promoti- 
on cotneth  from  God,  Ihould  make  rulers 
careful  to  improve  it  in  a  way,  the  moft 
agreeable  to  his  will,  that  they  can.  They 
do  this,  when  they  faithfully  purfue  th« 
ends  of  government ;  when  they  ftudi^ 
oufly  imitate  the  fupremc  ruler  of  the 
univerfe,  "  the  fceptre  of  whofe  king- 
dom is  a  right  fceptre.  "  Legiflators  do 
this,  when  they  are  folicitous  that  all  the 
laws  they  cnad:,  be  juft  and  good,  cor- 
rcfpondent  to  thofe  of  the  fupreme  Law- 
giver.   And  thofe  that  execute  the  laws, 

when 
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when  they  in  their  offices,  with  ftea- 
dinefs  and  impartiality,  that  they  maybe 
a  terror  to  evil-doers,  and  a  praii'e  to  them 
that  do  well.  All  thofe  who  are  veiled 
with  authority  do  this,  when  they  have 
a  tender  concern  for  the  rights  and  pri- 
vileges of  the  people,  and  endeavor  to 
preferve  them  cnlJe  and  inviolate — when 
they  feel  for  them  under  all  their  burdens ; 
and  "  in  all  their  alRidions  are  affliilcd" — ■ 
when  they  conftrue  their  conduft  into 
the  mod  favorable  fenfe  it  will  bear — 
when  they  are  •  ready  to  pafs  by,  and 
excufe  as  many  faults  and  offences,  as 
will  confift  with  the  regular  fupport  of 
government — when  they  are  willing  to 
lofe  fomething  of  the  feverity  of  the 
magiftrate,  in  thetendernefs  of  a  father — 
In  a  word ;  when  in  their  adminiftrarion, 
*'  mercy  and  truth  meet  together,  righ- 
teoufnefs  and  peace  kifs  each  other. "  * 

Rulers  fliould  ufe  their  influence  in 
an  efpecial  manner  to  promote  religion. 
Ti>is  they  (hould  do,  not  only  by  reward- 
ing virtue,  and  punifhing  vice  ;  but  by 
what  is  often  more  influential,  their  own 

cious  and  good  example.    People  in  the 

lower 
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..lowec  clafTes  in  life,  have  a  peculiar  fond- 
liefs  to  imitate  thofe  that  are  in  (lations 
of  eminence  and  dignity.  This  would 
operate  f  r  the  general  good,wcrc  "  great 
men  always  wile,"  virtuous,  and  circum- 
iTpe^Jii  their  convcrfation.  The  morals 
of  a  people  are  greatly  afTc^led  by  thofe 
of  their  rulers.  Religion  flourifhcd  or 
declined  in  Ifracl  very  much  according 
to  the  dilpofition  and  practice  of  their 
kings.  ,  Solomon  o'ofcrvcd  that  "if  a 
ruler  hcark«Mi  to  licSj  all  his  icrvants  arc 
wicked.  "  *  Vues  receive  a  currency 
from  the  example  o  princes,  as  money 
.doth,  from  their  image  andfupcrfcription. 
If  niagiftratts  ^ire  eminently  pious  and 
goodj  they  are  lignts  in  the  n-orid,  which 
fhining  before  others  induce  them  to 
*'  glarify  our  Father  who  is  in  heaven,  " 
by  a  correfpondcnt  pradice  of  piety  and 
goodncfs.  But  if  they  are  vicious,  they  a  re 
like  baleful  comets,  that  fprcad  plagues 
and  defolations  through  a  land,  _by  their 
malignant  influences. 

God  is  the  judge,  fays  our  text.  Rulers 
fhould  always  confider  him  in  that  cha- 
racter. To  him  they  are  accountable  for 
G  their 
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tfi'cir  'c6hdu(^.  I  fay  not  indeed  that  tlicfy 
are  hot,  in  Tome  fen fe,  accountabfc  to 
men.    The  power  of  jgoVernmcnt  is-  by 
God,  the  original  fource  of  it,  lodged  in 
^he  people.   By  thein  it  is  delejg^ited,  un- 
cfei"  divine  providefiee,  to  certain  of  their 
1jrethreh,to  be  improved  for  the  coftirnoh 
jgbod.    When  therefore  they  prbftitute 
it  to  opprefs  and  enflave,  in  direi^  coh- 
tradidion  to  the  ends  of  government ; 
the  people  have  a  right  to  call  them  to 
account,  and  to  take  out  of  their  hands 
the  power  which  they  have  fo  abufed. 

But  they  are  cfpecially  to  conlid^r 
tlicmfclves  as  accountable  to  God.  They 
fhould  remember  that  he  now  a^s  the 
^'art  of  a  judge,  fo  far  as  by  his  impartial 
eye  to  furVey  all  their  counfels,  defigns, 
and  actions.  They  fhould  confider  him 
as  always  prcfcnt  with  them ;  and  that 
their  moft  fecret  purpofes  and  fchemes, 
are"  naked  and  opened  to  the  eyes  of  him, 
with  whom  they  have  to  do  "  ^  ;  wlrofe 
"  eyes  are  as  aflame  of  fire  J ;"  And  that 
this  "  righteous  Lord  loveth  righreduf- 
nefs.  and  his  countenance  appfoVeth  the 
upright.  "  t 

A 
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A  SOLEMN  fcnfQ  of  God  in  thistre- 
jnendous  char^dtcr,  cultivated  in  the 
jtiUnds  of  rulers,  woUld  banifli  a  ihoufand 
Cemptations  to  venality  and  corruption. 
It  would  lead  tb^:m  to  a  humblp  revljw 
of  their  paft  behavior,  that  the  errors  of 
k  may  be  repented  of,  and  fimilar  ones 
avoided,  for  tim^  to  come.  It  would 
Jnake  them  afraid  to  indulge  to  any  fclfifh 
and  Cnifterdefigns.  which  militate  againlt 
the  public  welfare,  thiough  they  were 
furc  to  conceal  them  from  theey*--  of  men. 
The  fear  of  God  would  check  the  tc  ir  pf 
Jnati,  and  prevent  it's  prevailing  on  them, 
fo  as  t'i  enfiiare  them.  They  would  not 
(fear  lofing  their  places^  by  faithfulnefs  in 
(^ifcharging  the  duties  of  them.  They 
■would  confider,  it  is  the  favor  of  God 
that  makes  their  mountain  (land  ftrong; 
that  their  times  are  in  his  hands  ;  the 
^atc  of  their  political,  as  well  as  natural 
li£c. 

l^ULERs  rtiould  look  forward  to  that 
japproaching  day,  when  they  mu.fl:  9^pcar 
before  God's  auguft  tribunal,  and  give 
account  of  all  the  talents  he  hath  catii- 
jnitced  to  them.    They  ihopjd  pndeavor 
C  2  to 
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to  bring  that  day  near  in  their  mediati- 
ons. It  is  apt  to  appear  tnore  difiant  than 
it  really  is,  and  fo  leflens  to  the  eye  of  the 
mind,  as  objects  do  by  their  diftance  to 
that  of  the  body.  The  word  of  reTclatioii 
affures  lis,  that  "  it  is  appointed  for  all 
once  to  die,  and  that  after  death  is  the 
judgment  "  and  that  '*  every  one  (hall 
give  account  of  hinofelf  toGod,  f  "  ^'^o 
is  no  refpecler  ofperfons;  but  will  render 
to  every  one  according  to  his  deeds.  It 
i  an  invariable  rule,  according  to  which 
Gad  will  proceed  in' the  judgment,  **that 
unio  whomfoever  much  is  given,  of  him 
'  (hdW  much  be  required. "  X  Rulers  have 
much  committed  to  them  ;  unfaithfulucfs 
in  the  nfe  of  it,  w  ill  render  their  guile 
very  great,  and  their  doom  very  dreadful. 
If  tncy  are  now  confcious  of  being  ha- 
bitually and  allowedly  unfaithful,  they 
may  well  tremble,  as  a  wicked  governor 
once  did,  upon  hearing  of  a  judgment  to 
come. 

Bt^T  a  profpeift  happily  different  from 
this — a  profpecl  as  bright  and  glorious  a$ 
this  is  dirk  and  glo  ;my,  opens  upon  that 
ruler,  who  cultivates  in  his  heart  the 

principles 
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principles  of  undilTemblcd  piety  and  vir- 
tue, and  forms  his  condud  upon  them  ; 
'jvhofe governing  aim  is  to  comply  with 
the  W'ill  of  God  in  all  things,  and  to  fcr 
cure  his  approbation.  He  can  look  for- 
ward to-  that  important  day,  iu  wWch 
God  will  judge  tlic  fccrets.  of  men  by 
Jefus  Chrift,  with  -calmnefs  and.(:omIort, 
He  then  fhall  receive  the.  plaudit  of  his 
Judge,  before  aflcmbled  worlds  of  angel's 
and  men — "  Well  done  good  and  faith- 
ful fervant ;  thou  .haO:  been  faithful  in  a 
_few  things ;  I  will  make  thee  ruler  over 
.maisy  things;  enter  thou  into  the  joy 
of  thy  Lord  !"  * 

Finally.    Qur  fubjed  fuggcfts  the 
duty  of  a  people  to  their  rulers.  Rulers 
and  fubjcds  are  correlate  terms;  they  can- 
not fubfifl  fepcratcly.    If  God  fets  fomc- 
in  the  place  of  rulers,  and  inverts  them 
with  a  power  to  govern  ;  He  certainly 
appoints  others  to  the  place  of  fubjcds, 
and  makes  it  their  duty  to  fubmit  to  go- 
vernment.   People  are  bound  to  regard 
the  will  and  agency  of  God  in  cloathing 
perfons  with   civil  authority.  When 
they  do  fo,  they  will  obey  "  not  only  for 

*  Mattb,  XXV.  ...  ^  ^ 


An  Election-Sermow. 


wrath,  but  alfo  for  confcicnce  fake  * 
iiid  treat  them  according  to  the  nature 
ind  uefigii  of  their  oiiioes,  and  theff. 
fidelity  in  the  dilchargc  of  then:i.  ' 

It  is  incu-nbent  on  a  people  chearfully 
tofupport  civil  government.  This  is  not 
to  be  viewed  as  the  part  of  charity  and 
genet-ofity,  but  of  Juftice,  The  fup- 
■^Ort  of  th6fe,  wh6  employ  their  time 
and  talents  to  ferve  the  public,  fhould 
be  made  eafy  and  honorable.  Thofc 
who  diligently  attend  to  the  duties  t)f 
their  ftations,  have  care,  labor  and  an- 
xiety enough  :  People  fhould  not  increaffe 
thefe,  by  withholding  from  them  an 
adequate  reward  for  their  fervices.  This 
would  tend  to  difheaften  them,  and  ro 
'weaken  their  efforts  for  the  public  good. 

A  RESPECTFUL  treatment  of  their 
rulers  is  alfo  the  duty  of  a  people.  It  is 
an  apollolical  injunc"^ioii,rhat  we  "  render 
h'Hior  to  whom  honor  is  due."  f  It  is 
due  ro  thofe,  who  are  raifed  to  important 
feats  of  government.  We  fliould  pray 
for  them.  We  (hould  treat  their  pcrfons 
with  veneration  and  cfteem.    We  fhould 

fpeak 
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fpeajf  pf  fl|pm,  and  to  them,  in  decent 
^nd  refpp^ful  language.  To  a6l  contra- 
ry to  fhis,  is  to  weaken  the  fprings  of 
goverumeni,  and  to  encourage  thofe  to 
"  fpeajk  evil  of  dignities, "  who  are  alrea- 
dy too  much  inclijied  to  do  it.  "  It  is 
>yrittqn,  thou  (halt  not  fpeak  pvi|  of  ihe 
ruler  of  thy  people. "  f 

p£  OP  L  E  are  in  duty  bound  to  fubmit 
po  their  political  fathers,  in  every  thing 
lawful.  If  they  refufe  this,  they  fruf- 
^fat<?  the  dcfign  of  God  and  men,  in 
cloathin^  them  with  this  chara^Ver  ;  and 
government  is  at  an  end.  SubmifTion  is 
injoincd  on  a  people,  by  fcveral  of  the 
infpired  writers.  The  paflagcs  in  which 
it  is  lb,  l^avc  been  often  quoted,  on  occa- 
fions  fimilar  to  the  prelent,  and  are  I 
truft  too  well  known  to  need  repeating 
^t  large.  ^  They  have  by  fomc  been 
made  to  prove  too  much.  They  are  lio 
doubt  to  be  underftood  with  fome  limi- 
tation. "  He  is  the  miniller  of  God  to 
;hee  for  good,  "  fays  Sc.  Paul,  of  the 
civil  magiftrate.  This  implies,  that  fo 
far  as  he  purfues  the  end  for  which  God 
placed  him  in  office,  he  is  to  be  obeyed, 
C4   ■  '  Nor 
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Nor  Oinuld  fmin  inftances,  in  which  we 
im  igine  he  tails  of  this,  be  looked  upon 
fuicic-ni  ground  tor  reiofing  lubmifGon. 
Taefe  may  arife  rather  frocn  numan  frail- 
ty, than  any  fettled  difpofitioa  in  hinv  to 
abufc  his  power.  But  when  he  ufes  his 
authority  for  purpofes  j  jft  the  rcverfe  cf 
thofe  for  which  ic  was  delegated  to  him — 
■when  he  evidently  encroaches  on  the 
natural  and  conftitutional  rights  of  the 
fubjccl — when  he  traraplcs  on  thofe  laws 
which  were  made,  at  once  to  limit  his 
power,  and  defend  the  people — in  fuch 
cafes  they  are  not  obliged  to  obey  him. 
Tiiey  are  guilty  of  in:ipiety  againft  God ; 
and  of  injuftice  to  themfelvcs,  and  the 
community,  of  which  they  arc  mem- 
bers, if  they  do :  For  bis  commands  roter- 
fere  with  thofe  of  the  fuprcme  ruler,  and 
overthrow  the  foundations  of  govern- 
ment, which  he  hath  laid.  *'  We  muft 
obey  God  rather  than  man. 

The  d<Klriae  of  pafllve  obedience 
and  non-refiftence,  which  had  fo  many 
advocates  m  our  nation,  a  century  ago. 
is  ai  this  day,  generally  given  up,  as  m- 
defenCMt,  and  voted  unrcafonabk  and 

abljrd. 
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abfurd.  The  unrcafonablcne'ft  and  ab- 
furdity  of  it,  hath  indeed  been  proved  by 
fomc  of  the  greateft  reafoners  of  ouragd. 

Ji  bluo.  '  ,n:rn  i>ix.v  ' 

"  WHEnpsorvER  kw  cDds  "  (  fa}*i 
the  great  Mr. Locke  )  "  tyranny  begins; 
*'  if  the  law  be  tranfgrcffed  to  anothei^'i 
*' harm.  And  whoever  in  authority  ex- 
"  ceeds  the  power  given  lirai  by  law,  and 
"  makes  ufe  of  the  force  he  hath  under 

his  Gommrand.to  compafs  that  upoathe 
"  fiibjedl,  which  the  law  allows  not,  ceaf^s 
"in  that  to  be  a  magiflrdte;  and,  ailing 
"  without  authority,  may  be  oppofed  as 
*'  any  other  man,  who  invgdes  the  right 
"  of  another."—"  Here,  'tis  likely,  (  con- 

tinucs  he  )  the  common  queftion  will 
"  be  made,  who  fliall  be  judge,  whether 

the  prince  or  legiflature  a<5l  contrary  to 
**  their  truft  ?  This,  perhaps,  ill-affedlcd 
"  and  fadious  men  may  fpread  among  the 
•*  people,  when  the  prince  only  makes 
"  ufe  of  his  juft:  prerogative.  To  this  I 
♦*  reply  :  The  people  fliall  be  judge  ;  for 
"  who  (hall  be  judge  whether  his  truftee 

or  deputy  ads  well,  and  according  to 

the  truft  rcpofcd  in  him,  but  he  who 
i*-  Reputes  him,  and  niuft,  by  having  dq- 
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"  puffidhiiH,  to.e  ftjll  ^  powpr  to  <^^cfjr^ 
*fhim,  when  be  fails  in  hip.  try f^?  I/thff 
'^'iie  reafbnable  in  particular  c^ffs  of  pri-y 
vate  men,  why  fhould  it  be  otherwife 
in  that  of  the  grcatefl  roomenr,  where 
^  the  welfare  of  millions  is  coacfrne^  ; 
**and  alfo  where  the  evil,  if  noi  preYept- 
"  ed,  is  greater,  and  the  rcdreft  very  difli* 
"  cult,  dear,  and  dangerous  ?  " 

'Th  f  r  b  may  indeed  be  danger  thajt  ill* 
difpofed  men— -men  difafftded  to  govern* 
inent  in  general,  will  "  ufe  this  liberty," 
"which  the  God  of  nature  hath  given  us, 

for  an  occafion  to  the  flelh,"  to  gratify 
the'diforderly  lufts  of  it ;  and  fo  to  difturb 
the  peace  of  the  fociety,  of  which  they 
are  members.  But  this  is  not  a  fufficient 
reafon  why  we  (houl4  difcontinije  our 
claim  to  it.       •'3  '  •  V 

Subjects  will,  however,  find  it  to 
'their  advantage  to  fulfer  great  inconve- 
niences, rather  than  to  rife  up  againft 
men  in  authority.  They  are  not  to  ex- 
pert an  adminiftration  without  faults. 
Small  faults  fhould  not  be  remarked  on 
with  bitternefs,  ,or  magnified  with  all 
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the  po  wer  of  in rcn tion.  :This  wcml d  in- 
creafethe  burden  ofgowerntDffinf,  already 
heavy  ciioiigh  on  thofe,  who  are  fekhr 
fti4  in  difcharging  the  duties  of  it  ; 
tend  to  difcourfige  thofe  frcnp  taking  a  {>arfe 
in  who  are  bed  qualitied.  A  genero^V' 
readinefs  to  make  every  kind  allowancQ 
for  what  may  be  amifs  in  others,  is  per- 
haps one  of  the  raifel^  qualwias  .in  the 
world  :  It  is  however  a  very  net effaiy 
one,  in  the  feveral  connexions  of  fociety, 
arid  particularly  in  that  between  nukfi 
tiad  peoplg. 


IF  any  thing  hath  been  fuggeftcd  iii 
this  difcourfc,  which  may  ferve.to 
Jead  rulers,  or  people,  into  a  bettor 
underftanding  of  their  duty,  abd  to  aui- 
TOatc  them  to  diligence  and  fidelity  iii 
difcharging  it,  the  delign  of  our  affcm- 
bhng  in  this  houfe  of  worfliip  is  not  loft, 
i  will  fuppofe  you  pofTcfTed  of  every  in- 
ftrudive  fentimcnt  that  hath  been  fug- 
^cfted,  if  any  fuch  there  hath  been,  and 
(therefore  fhall  not  make  a  recapitulation 
of  what  hath  been  faid,  in  .tl;e  way  pf 
particular  addrcis^ 


44'.      An  Elect  lON-S El MON. 


-  Inattention  to  the  duties  of  their, 
nations  is  inexcufable  in  all  orders  of  men. 
It  becomes'  criminal  and  dangerous,  in. 
proportion  ' to  the  importance  of  thciiift 
duties.  The  public  welfare  greatly  de- 
pends on  the  fidelity  and  vigilance  of  civil, 
rulers.  •  '-f-  i-f'i.'-'  :  r. 

'  It  is  I  hope  with  fincerc^ gratitude  to 
God,  that  we  fee  this  anniverfary.  The 
public  tranfadions  of  it,  HonoredFathers^ 
Vre  look-upou  to  be  very  intereiling  to 
this  people.    We  have  been  feeking  to 
the  fountain  of  vvifdom,  for  guidance  and 
direftion  to  be  afforded  to  you,  in  them. 
iTo'day  you  exercife  aii  important  pri- 
'vilege  of  our  happy  conflitution,  that  j^f 
choofin?  Gentlemen  to  fit  at  theCouncil 
board  ;  who  are  not  only  to  conflitute 
'one  branch  of  the  legiflature,  but  "  to 
"  the  befl;  of  their  judgment,  at  all  times, 
*'  freely  to  give  their  advice  to  the  Go- 
vcrnor,  for  the  good  management  of 
-f*  tl>e  pubHc  affairs  of  this  government," 
.'-This  is  a  privilege  on  which  the  happi- 
^jiefs  of  this  people  not  a  little  depends. 
''  It  was  always  dear  to  our  fathers,  and  is 
fo  to  us.    By  ic  Ive  have  the  great  fatjf- 

fadioa 
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faftibri  o('  feeing  the  Council  confift  of 
men  from  among  ourfelves,  whofe  inte- 
reft  is  the  fame  with  that  of  the  people ; 
and  who  are  under  all  conceivable  obli- 
gations to  feek  their  welfare.  This  is  4 
privilege  feciired  to  us  by  royal  cf}artet*i; 
on  which  fecurity,  I  truft,  under  God, 
we  may  dcpend,for  the  continuance  of  it 
down  to  the  latcft  pofterity.  A  privilege 
■which  we  have  not  forfeited  ;  and  God 
forbid  we  (hould,  in  any  luture  time,  b6 
guilty  of  fuch  conduct,  as  might  render 
it  juft  to  deprive  us  of  it. 

What  weinjoy  by  charter,  is  not  to 
be  looked  upon  barely  as  matter  of  grace; 
but,  in  a  meafure  at  leafl,of  right  Our 
fathers  faithfully  performed  the  conditi- 
ons, on  which  charter  privileges  were 
granted.  To  do  this  they  pafled  through 
a  fcene  ofhardfhips  labors  and  fuffcrings. 
Thefc  were  productive  of  great  advan- 
tages to  the  mother  country.  Our  char- 
ter privileges  are  thofe  of  Englilhmefi  ; 
thofe  of  the  Britifh  conftitution  ;  as  our 
form  of  government,  in  this  province,  is 
an  image  ia  miniature,  of  that  of  our 
nation. 
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The  appointment  of  the  Qovcmofi 
«kI  commander  in  chief,  is  by  the  pro^ 
■vince  charter,  which  we  wi(h  never  to 
iSe  vacated,  rcferved  to  the  crown.  I* 
/thiis  we  acquiefce :  We  indeed  coufiJar 
it  as  preferable  to  annual  ek(SiQH5  by 
the  people. 

Both  the  other  branches  of  the  legiff- 
lature,  we  have  the  liberty  of  choofing. 
We  hope  the  good  people  of  this  province 
have  a6ted,  with  due  coalkicration,  in 
the  choice  they  have  made  of  pcrlons  to 
reprefent  them,  in  the  prefent  aflcmbly  ; 
and  that  all  who  are  to  be  concerned  in 
the  cleftions  of  this  day,  will  be  infli*- 
^nued  by  motives,  truely  religious  and 
•patriotic.  It  is  not  wealth  * —  it  U  nat 
family— it  is  not  cither  <A  thefe  alooe, 
flaor  both  of  them  together^  tho'  I  rcadi^ 

allow 

~*\VhEK  LiQginriuiCinciinratus  was  crtated  Dift*tor,riches 
weienot'by  the-genevality  of  th^Raman  citkzcot  thought 
"neceflTary  to  preferment.  His  ellate  was  a  farm  confiflin'g 
only  of  fouractesof  land  :  -Hctwis  at.olough  w:facnitlit 
deputies  cam?  to  him  from  the  Senate,   to  acquaint 

■him  of  his  promotion.  \Vheeev<r  wifJom  and.  viitUic 
were  found  in  a.  perfon,  though  deftitute  of  a  fortune,  he 
ftood  fair  tc^be  UJ^nced.    And  .y«  thcre.w«re  »Tew  a- 

.mong  the  Romans  even  ;n  that  day,  as  there  is  a  greater 
number  «»nong  n^in  lJjis,Arho  are-w-diaefiTthid''tiyLlTy', 
when  he  fiys  —  "  Operx  pretium  eft  audire,  qui  omoia 
prae  divitiis  humana  fpernunt ;  neque  hondri  magiio 
«'  locum,  nequc  virtuti  putant  effc,  aifi  effufe  affiuant 

■»»  bpcs.  " 


iWm  Weifthfet  is  to  be  dlfr^it^ed',  mt 
MviU  (ijualify  >nen  for  ih^portant  feats  ih 
goVe'rnriienc,  unlcfs  they  are  rich  and 
honorable  in  other  and  more  important 
ref|)e6ls.    This  province  hath  had  men, 
'And  fiich  I  'doubt  not  there  arc  ftill 
among  ds,  in  whom  all  thefe  qualities 
'Are  happily  united,  feut  in  the  firft  place, 
kttd  before  all  other  things,  you  fhould 
Vegdrd  Wifdom  and  integrity,  underftan- 
?^ing  and  religion,  as  qualifications  for 
'ihebufincfs  of  government.    If  you -aim 
^o  choofe  men  thus  qualified,  you  are 
workers  together  with  God,  "  who  is 
the  fourltain  of  all  promotion.    If  you 
give  your  fuflTrages  for  rhofe,  whom 
jyou  know  to  be  of  a  contrary  character, 
j^ou  arc  chargeable  with  nothing  lefs 
than  a  voluntary  oppofition  to  the  will 
of  heaven.     A,  ferious  thought,  with 
which,  we  wifh  to  have  your  minds 
deeply  imprefled. 

^  ^It' IS %Tways  important  to  have  wife 
and  faithfuf  rulers.  It  is  peculiarly  fo, 
when  tbe  ftate  of  a  people  is  difficult  and 
perplexed.  None  cAn  doubt  out's  being 
tuch,  at  the  prelent  clay.    All  muft  agree 

in 
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in  this, however  different  their  fentiments 
may  be,  as  to  the  immediate  occafipps  of 
our  troubles.  Mutual  confidence  and 
-affedion,  between  Great-Britain  and 
theleColonies,  I  fpcak  it  with  grief,  feems 
to  be  in  fomc  meafure  loft.  I  iruft  no- 
thing of  our  loyalty  to  the  bcft  of  Kings, 
or  of  our  readinefs  to  }it:ld  obedience  to 
the //w^  exercife  of  the  authority  ot  the 
B:  itilh  Parliament,  is  loft.  People  indeed 
generally  apprehend  fome  of  their  mo(^ 
important  civil  rights  and  privileges  to 
be  in  great  danger  ;  and  that  fcvcral  of 
them  cannot  be  enjo)  cd  under  the  exe- 
cution of  certain  ads,  lately  pafRd  in 
the  Parliament  of  Great  Britain.  How 
far  thefe  apprehcnfions  are  juft,  is  not 
my  province  to  determine.  Nor  fhall 
I  pretend  fully  to  point  out'  the  pb'itical 
caufes  of  our  unhappinefs  ;  or  the  fteps 
which  are  necclT.ry  to  be  taken,  lor  the 
'redrefs  of  our  grievances. 

This  matter  more  immcdiately.be- 
longeth  to  you,  our  honored  Fathers. 
If  we  fuffer  by  being  mifrepref^nted  to 
our  moft  gracious  Sovereign,  or  to  his 
miniftry,  'tis  your  part  to  remove  the 

•  •  hurtiul 
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hurtful  influence  hereof,  in  fuch  \va3'Sj 
as  you  lh.ill  think  mofl:  proper  and  decent. 
'Tis  your's,  to  fct  the  temper  and  con- 
dud  of  this  people,  in  a  jult  light  before 
the  throne.  'Tis  your's,  to  carry  their 
cries,  and  tears,aud  humble  petitions  thi- 
ther. 'Tis  your's,  to  plead  their  caufe, 
with  "  right  words,"  which  '*  are  force- 
able,  "  -and  "  words  of  truth,  "  which 
muft,  which  will  prevail. 

The  Minifters  of  religion  will  unite 
their  endeavors,  to  invettigatc  and  de- 
clare, the  moral  caufe  of  our  troubles. 
We  fhould  endeavor,  my  reverend  Fa- 
thers and  Brethren,  and  I  trufl:  we  have 
been  endeavoring,  to  dircrt  the  eye  of 
"bur  people  to  the  hand  of  Gjd,  in  the 
evils  which  arc  come  upon  us,  and  v\hicli 
threaten  us.  "  Is  there  any  evil  in  the 
city,  and  the  Lord  hath  not  done  it  ?  "  * 
Are  not  thefc  calamities  to  be  viewed,  as 
tokens  of  the  divine  difpleafureagainll  us, 
on  account  of  our  fms  ?  Is  it  not  a  day, 
in  which  we  ought  to  "  cry  aloud  and 
not  fpare,  to  fliew  our  people  their  tranf- 
greflions  and  their  fms?"  f  Should  we 
not  mofl:  importunately  call  them  to  re- 
D  peatanee 

•  Amos  III.  6.   t  Ilai.  LVIII.  i. 
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pentance  and  reformation,  as  the  only 
way,  in  which  we  can  exped  the  remo- 
val of  our  difficulties  ?  It  hath  probably 
been  the  fault  of  this  people,  in  thefe 
days  of  darkncfs  and  doubtful  expedlati- 
on,  that  they  have  fixed  their  thoughts 
too  much  on  fecond  caufes,  without 
duly  regarding  the  firft — that  they  have 
been  too  ready  to  cenfure  the  conduft  of 
others,  without  making  proper  reflecti- 
ons on  their  own.    Hath  not  God  rea- 
fon  to  complain  of  us,  as  he  did  of  Ifrael, 
in  a  day  of  calamity  ;  "I  hearkened  and 
heard,  but  they  fpake  not  aright.  No 
man  repented  him  of  his  wickednefs, 
laying  what  have  I  done  ?  "  | 

The  profpccl  at  this  day  is  indeed 
dark  :  The  darkefl  part  of  it  arifes  from 
the  decay  of  religion,  and  the  prevalence 
of  wickednefs  among  us.  Is  it  not  too 
evident  to  be  denied,  that  "  iniquity 
greatly  abounds,"  and  that  "  the  love  of 
many"  to  God  and  religion,  "  is  waxen 
cold  ?  "  Muft  \vc  not  own  that  by  our 
Tips,  we  have  forfeited  all  our  privileges, 
into  the  hands  of  God  ;  though  I  truft 
not,  into  the  hands  of  men  i   And  are 

not 
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not  many  of  the  evils  we  fuffcr,  the 
natural  and  neceflary,  as  well  as  moral 
effeds  of  our  vices  f  Is  it  poflible  a  people 
fhould  be  happy,  when  pride,  and  eX' 
travagance,  luxury,  and  intemperance 
abound  among  them  ?  Will  not  poverty 
and  difeafe,  uneafinefs  and  contention,  na- 
turally fpring  from  thefe  vices?  Doth  not 
the  providence  of  God  loudly  call  on  all 
orders  of  men,  to  unite  their  mofl:  vi- 
gorous endeavors,  to  check  the  growth 
of  the  fins  which  I  have  mentioned,  and 
of  others  which  might  be  named  ;  fucli 
as  the  profanation  of  God's  name,*  and 
day  ;  uncleannefs  ;  and  a6ls  of  violence, 
injuftice,  and  opprcfHon  We  confide  in 
the  wifdom  and  fidelity  of  our  rulers,  to 
make  and  execute  good  and  wholfomei 
Jaws  for  the  fuppreflion  of  thcfe  vices  j 
and  for  the  encouragement  of  induilrv, 
trugality,  and  temperance,  and  all  thcfe 
virtues  which  conflitute  and  adorn  the; 
chrirtian  character  ;  and  to  add  life  and 
energy  to  law,  by  their  own  good  exam- 
ple. And  I  hope  we  (hall  all,  in  our 
D  Z  feveral 

•  If  God's  hoiy  nnm?  is,  nt  this  day,  too  frequently  and 
fometimes  irreverently  invoked,  even  in  a  i»Klkial  man- 
ner, every  fincere  friend  to  virtue  and  r<jligion,m,uft  ivif;} 
to  have  this  praftic*,  fft  atfVontiva  to  Hie  Deity,  and  la, 
(Iclh  uilive  to  tlj^  marAls  of  the  peo^',e,  dilcotitinued,. 
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feveral  ftations,  mofl:  heartily  abet  the 
important  dcfign.  Our  temporal  falvation, 
under  God,  depends  upon  it.  A  virtuous 
people  will  always  be  free  and  happy. 

"  Righteousness  exaketh  a  natn 
"  on."  Could  we  fee  people  in  general, 
humbling  themfelvcs  under  the  mighty 
hand  of  God,  in  the  evils  that  are  come 
upon  us — could  vvc  fee  a  general  difpo- 
lition  in  them,  to  orcak  off  from  their 
fins  by  rightcoufnefs,  and  from  their  ini- 
quities by  turning  to  the  Lord — could 
we  fee  pra>5lical  piety  and  religion  pre- 
vailing among  all  ranks  of  men — how 
much  would  the  profpect  brighten  up  ? 
God  would  appear  for  us,  "  who  is  the 
*'  hope  of  his  people,  anil  the  faviour 
"  thereof  in  the  day  of  trouble.*"  And 
"  if  God  be  for  us,  who  can  be  acainfl: 
*'  us  ?f "  He  can  work  deliverance  f  ir  us 
in  a  thoufand  ways  to  us  unknown.  Then 
our  peace  fhall  be  as  a  river,  when  our 
ri'zhteoufncfs  is  as  the  waves  of  the  fca. 
Mutual  hirmony  and  affedion  fliall  be 
rellored  between  Great-Britain  and  her 
colonies,  and  between  al!  orders  of  men 
in  them.    The  burdens  under  which  wc 

groaii 
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groan  11  be  removed.  We  fhall  no 
longer  befo  unhappy,  as  tobclufpeciedof 
wanting  loyalty  to  ourKing,  or  of  having 
the  leall  difpofition  to  refufe  a  conrtitii'^ 
tional  fuhjcdion  to  our  parent  country.' 
The  great  evils  which  we  now  fuffcr,  irt 
confequence  of  fuch  groundlefs  fufpJ*' 
cions,  fhall  be  removed.  We  Ihili  fiH 
quietly  und^^r  our  vines  and  figtrees,  en- 
joying the  fruit  of  ourfathcrs  unremitting 
labors,  and  of  our  own,  and  have  none 
to  make  us  afraid.  We  fhall  behold  our* 
fettlcmcnts  extending  thcmfelves  into  the 
yet  uncultivated  lands.  "  The  wilder- 
ncfs  fhall  become  a  fruitful  field,  and  the 
defart  fhall  blofTom  as  the  rofe."  Our 
navigation  fhall  be  freed  from  it's  prefent 
embarrafsment  ;  and  trade  recover  a 
fiourifhing  flate.  Our  rights  and  privi- 
leges fl'iall  be  cftablifhed  on  a  firmer  bafis 
than  ever.  Every  revolving  year  fhall 
add  fomething  to  the  glory  and  happlncfs 
of  America.  And  thofe  that  behold  it 
fhall  fee  occafion  to  fay,  "  Happy  art 
thou  O  people  !  Who  is  like  unto  thee, 
faved  of  the  Lord  !  The  fhield  of  thy 
help,  and  who  is  the  fword  of  thine  ex- 
cellency 1 "  * 

Whose 

«  Deut.  xxxiri.  19.. 
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Whose  breaft  doth  not  burn  with 
defircs  to  fee  his  dear  native  land  in  fuch 
a  ftate,  the  happy  reverfe  of  it's  prefent 
one !  Who  would  not  be  ambitious  of 
contributing  fomething  towards  it!  This 
we  have  all  power  to  do.  Let  us  up, 
and  be  doing,  and  the  Lord  fhall  be  with 
vs. 

But  Chriftianity,  my  refpe^lable  hea- 
rers, which  we  profefs,  carries  our 
thoughts  beyond  this  prefent  ftate  of 
things.  Tiiis  Ufe  is  but  the  preface  of 
our  exiftence.  Affairs  will  never  be  ia 
fo  happy  a  fituacion  in  it,  as  we  could 
■wifh  for.  It  is  not  agreeable  to  God's 
\iniverfal  plan  of  government,  that  we 
fliould  here  be  free  from  every  pricking 
brier  and  grieving  thorn.  We  are  too 
apt  to  lay  our  account  for  refined  happi- 
nefs  in  this  life.  Frequent  difippoint- 
ments  are  neceffary  to  teach  us  our  er- 
ror, and  to  wean  us  from  the  vanities  of 
time  and  fenfe.  This  is  the  falutary  ef« 
fed  of  our  troubles  ;  and  when  we  find 
it  in  ourfelves,we  fhould  acknovs  ledge  the; 
^indnefs  of  heaven  in  permitting  them, 
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A  FEW  days  will  clofe  the  prefcnt 
fcene  with  us  all.  We  mufl:  quit  our  fl:a- 
tions,be  they  higher  or  lower.  Wc  muft 
bid  adieu  to  this  world,  and  enter  into 
the  eternal  one.  There  an  endlefs  circle 
of  happinefs,  infinitely  greater  than  can 
be  derived  from  the  mort  profperous 
ftate  of  things  here,  is  provided — pro- 
vided by  the  mercy  of  God,  through  the 
mediation  of  Chrifl: — provided  for  all, 
who  repent  and  believe  the  Gofpel — for 
all,  who  ad:  their  part  well  on  the  ftagc 
of  the  prefent  life — 'Who  fervc  God  and 
their  generation  faithfully,  according  to 
his  will. 

Be  this  the  objed  of  our  principal 
hopes,  and  defires  !  Let  us  continue 
patient  in  the  ways  of  well  doing  ;  feek- 
ing  for  glory,  honor  and  immortality  ; 
till,  through  the  riches  of  God's  grace  ia 
Chrift^  we  be  crowned  with  eternal  life. 


THE  END. 


Mr.  Shute'^ 
Election-Sermon, 

MAY  i^th,  1768. 
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\  EZRA    X.  4. 

\  AR  JSE  ;  for  this  niatter  bektigcth  unto 
/     p)ee ;  nve  alfo  ivill  be  ivitb  thee  ;  be  of 
'         good  courage^  and  do  it, 

HE,  whofe  happinefs  can  admit  no 
acceflion,  and  vvhofc  perfect  rec- 
titude excludes  every  degree 
malevolence,  muft  defign  the  hap- 
pinefs of  thofe  creatures  he  calls  out  of 
nothing  into  exiftence  ;  to  fuppofe  the 
contrary  is  inconfiftent  with  abfolute 
pcrfedion,  and  implies  the  worfl:  of  cha- 
rafters. 

A  3  The 
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ytnz  communication  of  happinefs  bo-^ 
ing  the  end  of  creation,  it  will  follow, 
from  the  perfedlions  of  the  creator,  that 
the  whole  plan  of  things  is  fo  adjufted  as 
to  promote  the  benevolent  purpofe ;  to 
"Which  the  immenfe  diverfity  in  his 
"works ;  the  gradation  in  the  fpecies  of 
beings  that  we  know  of,  and  many  more 
perhaps  than  we  know  of,  and  the  fome- 
what  fimilar  gradation  in  the  fame  fpe- 
cies, arifing  from  their  make,  their  con- 
nexions, and  the  circumftances  they  are 
placed  in,  are  happily  fubfervient.  And 
every  creature  in  the  univerfe,  according 
to  its  rank  in  the  fcale  of  being,  is  fo 
conftituted,  as  that  a6ling  agreeably  to 
the  laws  of  its  nature,  will  promote  its 
own  happinefs,  and  of  confequencc  the 
grand  defign  of  the  creator. 

Agreeably  hereto,  all  beings  in  the 
clafs  of  moral  agents  are  fo  formed,  that 
happinefs  will  refult  to  them  from  ading 
according  to  certain  rules  prefcribed  by 
the  creator,  and  made  known  to  them 
by  reafon  or  revelation.  The  rules  of 
>)KGion,  conformity  to  which  will  be  pro- 

du<^ive 
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in^ive  of  happinefs  to  fuch  beings,  mx^flr- 
t»e  agreeable  to  moral  fitnefs  in  the  rela- 
tion of  things  ;  in  perfect  conformity  to 
which  the  re£litude,  and  happinefs  of 
tlbe  creator  himfclf  confifls.  And  fuch 
i^  .th^  . connection  and  dependency  of 
things,  that  happinefs  will  refult  from 
conformity  to  thefe  rules,  not  only  to  in- 
dividuals, but  likewife  to  the  whole  ;  for 
the  beneficial  efTeCls  of  fuch  conformity 
are  reciprocal. — It  naturally  tends  to  pro- 
mote the  order  and  harmony  of  the  mo- 
ral fyflem,  and  fo  the  general  good. 

Th  e  plan  of  the  creator  being  thus 
manifelUy  adapted  to  promote  the  happi- 
nefs of  his  creation,  his  conducH:  herein 
becomes  a  pattern  to  his  creatures  that  arc 
rational  moral  agents,  and  the  rule  of  their 
duty,  according  to  their  meafure  ;  for 
all  moral  obligation  on  fuch,  indubitably, 
arifes  from  the  will  of  God,  as  there  i^ 
fo  exadl  a  coincidence  between  his  will, 
and  the  relative  fitnefs  of  things  ;  fo  that 
the  nearer  they  referable  him,  tha  nearer 
they  will  come  to  the  perfe<ft  ftandard  of 
>^ht  action,  and  the  nearer  they  come 
A  4  to. 
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this  the  more  happinefs  will  be  pro^/ 
duced. 

It  being  fo  evidently  the  will  of  God, 
from  the  general  conftitution  of  things, 
that  the  happinefs  of  his  rational  crea- 
tures fhould  be  promoted,  all  fuch  arc 
under  moral  obligation  in  conformity 
thereto,  according  to  their  ability,  to 
promote  their  own,  and  the  happinefs 
of  others. 

The  nature  of  the  human  fpccies, 
therefore,  being  fo  adapted  to  fociety  as 
that  fociety  will  afford  vaftiy  more  hap- 
pinefs to  them,  than  folitary  exigence 
could  do,  indicates  the  will  of  their  crea- 
tor, and  makes  it  morally  fit  that  they 
ihould  afTociate.  From  the  make  of  man, 
the  difadvantages  of  a  folitary,  and  the 
advantages  of  a  focial  ftate,  evidently 
appear.  A  ftate  of  fcparation  from  the 
reft  of  the  fpecics  will  not  admit  the  ex- 
ercife  of  thofe  affeHions  and  'virtues^  in 
■which,  from  his  natural  conftitution,  his 
happinefs  very  much  confifts ;  but  in  con- 
jiedlion  with  others  there  will  be  oppor- 


for  the  exercife  of  them.  Aa 

each-* 
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yach  individual  living  in  a  feperate  ftate 

would  be  preventive  of  the  happinefs  for' 

Which  men  were  evidently  formed  ;  and 

as  this  happinefs  can  be  obtained  only  in' 

a-Tocial  Itatc,  to  form  into  fociety  muft- 

bc  hot  only  their  interefl:,  but  their  duty.' 
-ft  p  *  I 

-  The  inftin^l, or  propenfity,  implanrc(f 
in  the  human  fpecies  leading  them,  as  it 
were  mechanically,  to  that  to  which  they* 
are  morally  obliged,  iaten  inftance  of  thd 
creator's  goodncfs  as  it  facilitates  the  per- 
formance ;  and  in  the  fame  proportion  ic 
does  fo,  mufl:  make  their  negledl  the 
more  inexcufable. 


Mankind  being  formed  into  fociety, 
the  moral  obligation  they  are  under  to  civil 
government  will  appear  from  the  fame 
principle,  as  being  necefTary  to  fecure  to 
them  thofc  natural  rights  and  privilcgejj 
^vhich  are  eflential  to  their  happinefs. 
Life,  liberty,  and  property,  are  the  gifts 
of  the  creator,  on  the  unmoleftcd  enjoy- 
ment of  which  their  happinefs  chiefly  de- 
pends :  yet  they  arc  luch  an  imperfetH: 
fct  of  beings  that  they  are  hable  to  havq- 

thcfc 
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-^efe  invaded  by  one  another :  But  the  \ 
prefervation  of  them  in  every  fit  method 
is  evidenily  their  duty.  The  entering  in- 
to fociety  lays  the  foundation  of  a  plan 
for  fecuring  them  ;  but  this  plan  will  be 
incomplete  without  the  exertion  of  the 
united  power  of  the  ivhole  for  their  mu- 
tual fafety.  The  exertion  of  this  power 
for  that  purpofe,  correfpondent  to  tl>ei 
everlafting  rules  of  right,  is  what  is,  here/ 
intended  by  civil  government ;  and  as 
this  is  a  method  the  beft  adapted,  in  their 
power,  to  fecure  the  rights  and  privileges 
neccfiary  to  their  happinefs,  to  go  into  it 
is  morally  fit,  and  evidently  tlic  will  of 
their  creator. 

Whatever  mankind  arc  obliged  to 
perform  muft  be  w  ithin  the  verge  of  their 
power :  The  impra^icability  of  the  hu- 
man fpecies  continuing  to  be  one  fociety 
for  the  purpofe  before  mentioned,  makes 
it  neceffary  and  fit  they  fliould  form  into 
diftincfl  and  feperate  focieties,  and  ere£l 
•«ivil  government  in  them  for  that  end. 


Upon  the  kmc  principle,  ftill,  the  na- 
tural 
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ytural  rights  of  one  fpc.iety  being  in^ 
yaded  by  the  fuperiour  power  of  another, 
fo  long  as  the  former  are  unable  to  ^flert 
their  freedom,  it  is  morally  fit  they  fliould 
receive  laws  from  the  latter  tending  to 
their  liappinefs,  as  being  the  beft  means 
in  their  power  to  promote  ity  rather  than 
admit  a  (late  of  anarchy,  big  with  con' 
fufton  and  every  evil  ivork  :  But  from  thefe 
circumftances  it  is  morally  fit  they  Ihould 
?efcue  themfelves  whenever  it  is  iii  their 
power,  only  it  may  be  as  fit  to  ufe  cau- 
tioDy  that  by  fuch  attempts  they  do  not 
plunge  themfel ves  the  deeper  into  diftrefs, 

Tti  E  obligation  mankind  are  under  to 
civil  government,  in  fome  form,  as  eflfen- 
tial  to  their  happinefs  in  the  prefent  ftate, 
and  perhaps  not  without  its  influence  up- 
on their  happinefs  in  a  future,  is  not  only 
deducible  from  the  natural  conftitution  of 
things,  but  alfo  fupported  by  written  re- 
velation ;  in  which  it  is  reprefented  as 
greatly  tending  to  their  good^  and  there- 
fore an  ordinance  of  the  great  benefadljjB^ 
of  the  world,  whofe  tender  mercies  are 
\ver  all  his  works,  lo  the  epiftle  to  the 
\  Roroansi 
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Romans,  the  civil  power  is  exprcfsly  faid 
to  be  of  Godf  to  be  ordained  of  him,  and 
the  civil  ruler  to  be  the  minijler  of  God  for, 
good.  . 

Th  e  line,  indeed,  bctv^rcen  one  focie- 
ty,  and  another,  is  not  drawn  by  heaven; 
nor  is  the  particular  form  of  civil  govern- 
ment ;  as  whether  it  (hall  be  conduced 
immediately  by  the  whole  fociety,  or  by 
a  few  of.  their  number,  or  if  by  a  few, 
"who  they  fhall  be,  exprefsly  pointed  out ; 
but,  as  mankind  are  rational  and  free  a- 
gents,  thefe  arc  left  to  their  determinati- 
on and  choice  ;  only  herein  they  are  re- 
ftri(5led  by  thofe  rules  which  arifc  from 
the  moral  fitnefs  of  things  productive  of 
the  general  good,  which  they  are  ever 
bound  invariably  to  obferve. 

Nor  does  the  facrcd  ftory  of  the  He- 
hrevj  polity  militate  againft  the  eflabliftied 
order  of  things  relative  to  civil  govern- 
ment among  men.  The  theocracy  of  the 
Jews,  was  an  extraordinary  vouchfafe- 
ment  of  God  to  that  particular  nation, 
but  not  counter  to,  ordefigned  to  alter, 
the  general  conflitution  of  mankind. 

The 
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The  right  the  fupreme  ruler  of  the 
world  has  to  beftow  favours  upon  fome^ 
out  of  the  common  courfe  of  things,  while 
others  are  left  in  the  enjoyment  of  their 
natural  privileges,  can,  in  reafon,  no  more 
be  doubted,  than  his  right  to  create  one 
being  fuperiour  to  another  ;  for,  thougU 
unknown  to  us,  that^  as  well  as  thisy  may- 
be in  the  original  plan  for  the  communi- 
cation of  happinefs. 

The  ecclefiafllc,  and  civil  polity  of 
the  Jnvijh  nation,  being  under  the  imme- 
diate dire(5lion  of  God  himfelf,  was  not 
only  a  fignal  favor  to  them,  but  alfo  de- 
figned  to  anfwer  very  important  pur- 
pofes,  in  his  government  of  mankind. 

Their  civil  polity  coincided  with  the 
fitnefs  of  fociety,  and  civil  government 
among  men,  in  all  their  falutary  efledls  f 
but  the  extraordinary  manner,  in  which 
it  was  conduced,  was  never  exhibited 
as  a  pattern  to  the  other  nations  of  the 
earth  ;  but  they  were  ftill  left  to  judge 
for  themfelves,  as  to  the  form  of  civil 
government,  within  their  power,  that 

might 
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might  be  moft  fubfervient  to  the  public 
good. 

That  this  pecuhar  form  among  the 
Jews  was  not  defigiied  to  be  perpetual 
appears  probable,  from  the  particular  di- 
Te<flions  early  given,  by  Mofes  the  fervant 
of  the  Lord,  to  regulate  the  adminiflrati- 
on  of  a  king  that  fhould,  from  among, 
themfelves,  in  future  time,  be  fet  over 
them  ;  and  alfo  by  the  revolution  that 
in  procefs  of  time  enfued  by  more  than 
the  divine  permiflion.  After  which  the 
civil  ftatc  of  the  Jews  fymbolized  with 
the  civil  ftate  of  other  nations. 

The  Deity's  condefcending  to  be,  in 
a  political  fenfe,  king  in  Ifrael,  being  a 
Hgnal  favor  to  them,  as  hereby  they  had 
a  civil  government  better  adapted  to  their 
circumftances,  and  better  contrived  to 
promote  their  welfare,  than  they  could 
have  had  by  all  the  wifdom  of  man,  it 
muft  have  been  impioufly  ungrateful  to 
reject  him  in  that  chara6ler,and  defire  that 
one  of  the  imperfefl  fons  of  men  Ihould 
be  their  fupreme  ruler ;  and  therefore  de- 

ferving 
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ferving  the  fevere  reprehenfion  given 
them,  by  the  prophet,  under  the  diredion 
of  God  himfelf. 

But  though  their  inadvertent  and  ralh 
dcfirc  wasfuch  an  ungrateful  refignation, 
and  juft  forfeiture  of  the  fpecial  favof 
they  enjoyed,  that  God  faw  meet  to  dif^ 
continue  it,  and  to  chaftize  them  for 
their  wickednefs  therein,  yet  he  did  not 
-withdraw  the  protection  and  blcfling  of 
his  providence  from  them  in  the  exercife 
and  enjoyment  of  the  rights  and  privileges 
common  to  human  nature. '  And  if  the 
alteration  made  at  their  defire,  the  extra- 
ordinary vouchfafement  of  thcDeity  apart 
had  not  been  agreable  to  the  natural  con* 
Ilitution  of  mankind,  and  fit  in  the  relation 
of  things,  it  is  not  eafy  to  conceive  how- 
he  fhould  fo  far  countenance  the  thing  a$ 
to  be  adive  in  fctting  kings  over  them  t 
^  And  not  only  direct  them  in  their 
<;hoice,  but  alfo  prefcribe  rules  for  the 
regulation  of  fuch  an  office,  and  ex- 
prefs  his  approbation  of,  and  afford 
his  bleffing  to  thofe  who  formed  their 
adminiftration  according  to  them. 

Thb 
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The  difference  between  them,  now, 
and  theothernations  fcerns  chiefly  to  have 
arifen  from  tiieir  reliqious  ftacc  ;  which 
indeed  had  dill  fbme  kiiidly  influence  up- 
on their  civil.  In  the  exercife  of  their 
natural  conftitutional  rights  relative  to 
civil  government,  it  was  no  doubt  fit  to 
feek  direction  from  him  by  whole  provi- 
dence kings  reign.  Their  expectation  of 
immediate  dire61ion  from  heaven  was 
founded  on  the  peculiar  gracious  difpen- 
fation  they  were  under ;  and  therefore 
the  like  could  not  be  expcded  by  any 
pther  nation. 

No  let  of  beings  can,  in  reafon,  fup- 
pofe  thcmfelves  wifer  than  their  maker; 
but  mufl:  think  that  to  which  he  direds 
to  be  wifefl:  and  beft  ;  and,  therefore, 
"when  they  have  certain  notice  of  his  plea- 
fure  refpecling  any  tranfadljon  of  theirs,, 
both  duty  and  intcrcft  urge  them  to  a 
compliance.  A'^d  what  nation  of  men 
on  earth,  in  -  the  exercife  of  this  natural 
right,  unalienable  to  any  mortal,  would 
not  be  glad  of  iinmcdiate  indubitable  di- 
redtion  from  heaven  ?  But  when  the 

fpecial 
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thefefpccial  dire(flions  are  not  obtainable, 
as  according  to  the  natural conftituiion  of 
mankind  they  are  not,  the  affair  being 
fo  important  to  fociety,  and  the  happi- 
nefs  of  the  whole  fo  intimately  connec- 
ted with  it,  it  is  fit  that  they  fhould  firft 
implore  the  influence  of  providence, 
which  may  be  real,  though  not  immedi- 
ate and  fcnfible  ;  and  then  tranfad  it  in 
tbeexercife  of  that  liberty  wherewith  the 
creator  has  made  ihem  free. 

Ezra's  advancement  to  the  govern- 
ment over  the  Jews  did  not,  indeed,  ori-' 
ginatc  from  their  cle<5lion,  but  from  the 
civil  power  of  that  nation  to  which  they 
■were  then  in  fubjedion ;  but  yet,  as 
their  circumftanccs  would  not  admit  of 
their  exercifing  all  the  rights  of  a  free 
ftate,  it  became  fit  that  they  fhould 
chearfully  acquiefce  in  that  appointment 
to  promote  their  happinefs,  as  it  was  the 
bell  method  in  their  power. 

They  were  now  emerging  from  the 
loweft  ftate  of  dcpreffion  ;  for  fevcnty 
years  they  had  been  unable  to  break  the 
B  irou 
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iron  yoke  of  captivity,  and  to  alTert  their 
national  freedom.  But  under  the  favor 
of  Cjrus  part  of  the  nation  had  returned 
to  their  own  land,  and  were  laying  a- 
new  the  {o\ind:ii\onsoUhe  commonwealth  if 
JfraeL  Their  dependence  on  a  foreign 
power,  not  only  for  permiflion  to  return 
to  the  land  of  Tale/line^  but  alfo  for  pro- 
tection in  the  re-fettlcment  of  it,  made  it 
evidently  their  duty  to  fubmit  to  a  depu- 
tation from  that  power,  with  a  view  to 
promote  their  welfare. 

And  Ezras  being  fent  from  the  Ter- 
fian  Court,  with  ample  commiflion  to 
fettleaffairs  among  them,  ccclefiallic,  and 
civil,  according  to  their  priftinc  form, 
was  no  doubt  highly  agreable  to  them, 
as  he  was  of  their  own  nation,  and  his 
qualifications  wcrcfo  adequate  to  the  im- 
portant truft,  for  he  was  a  ready  fcribe 
in  the  law  of  Mofes^  and  well  under- 
ftood  the  magna  charta  of  their  conftitu- 
tion  ;  and  alfo  as  he  was  a  man  of  great 
piety,  and  virtue,  and  ardently  difpofed 
to  advance  the  intereft  of  his  nation  : 
Who  therefore  could  be  more  welcome, 

who 
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who  more  likely  to  put  things  into  a  pro- 
per fituation,  and  to  promote  the  wel- 
fare of  the  community,  the  only  worthy 
end  of  government  ? 

The  kind  reception  he  met  with  ap- 
pears, in  part,  from  the  early  application 
made  to  him  refpeti^ing  illegal  marriages 
in:  vogue  among  them,  to  which,  the 
words  I  have  read  immediately  refer, — 
The  (lory  fhows  how  ready  he  was  to  ex- 
ert himfelf  for  their  good  ;  his  known 
charadlcr  points  out  his  qualifications  for 
the  purpofe ;  and  the  united  efforts  of 
the  people  with  him, to  this  end,  with  an 
acknowledgement  of  his  authority,  arc  ex- 
preffed  in  the  text :  Ar'ife^  for  this  matter 
belongeth  unto  thee,  and  we  "will  be  with 
thee  ;  be  of  good  courage,  and  do  it.  And  if 
we  may  be  indulged  to  take  this  inftance 
as  a  fpecimen  of  Ezra's  general  adminif- 
tration,  and  of  the  people's  friendly  fpiri- 
ted  alliftance  through  the  whole  ;  and 
as  we  go  along  to  notice  his  diftinguifli- 
ed  character  ;  the  way  will  be  open  to 
turn  our  attention— -to  the  part  of  civil 
rulers-^to  the  qualifications  of  iuch — • 
B  2  and 
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and  to  the  necefllty  of  the  united  exer- 
tions of  the  people  with  their  rulers,  to 
anfv^er  the  falutary  purpofes  of  ciril  go- 
vernment. 


And  first,  The  part  of  civil  rulers, 
ill  general  is  to  keep  in  view  the  end  of 
civil  government,  and  of  their  own  par- 
ticular advancement,  and  to  ail  accor- 
dingly. 

Though  In  the  conftitution  of  things 
it  does  not  belong  to  man  to  live  alone, 
or  without  government  in  fociety;  yet 
he  is  invcdej  with  certain  rights  and 
privileges,  by  the  bounty  of  the  creator, 
lb  adapted  to  his  nature  that  the  enjoy- 
ment of  tlicm  is  the  fource  of  his  happi- 
nefs  in  this  world,  and  without  which 
oxirtence  here  would  not  be  defireable. 
And  mankind  have  no  right  voluntarily 
to  give  up  to  others  thofe  natural  privi- 
leges, cffential  to  their  happinefs,  with 
which  they  arc  inveltcd  by  the  Lord  of 
all:  for  the  improvement  of  the/ethey  are 
accountable  to  him.    Nor  is  it  fit,  that 

any 
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any  of  the  Tons  of  men  fhould  take  from 
others  that  which  they  have  no  right  to 
give,  nor  by  their  mifcondud:  have  for- 
feited; though  in  this  cafe  there  flionld , 
be  mutual  confent,  the  compact  would 
b*e  illegal,  and  both  parties  indidablc  at;, 
the  bar  of  heaven. 

Civil  government  among  mankind  is. 
not  a  refignation  of  their  natural  privi- 
leges, but  that  method  of  fccuring  them, 
to  which  they  are  morally  obliged  as 
conducive  to  their  happincfs:  In  the  con- 
ftitution  of  things,  they  can  naturally  have 
no  rights  incompatible  with  this  ;  and 
therefore  none  to  rcfign.  For  each  indi- . 
vidual  to  live  in  a  feperatc  fcate,  and  of 
confequencc  without  civil  government,  is 
fo  pregnant  with  evil,  and  greatly  pre- 
ventive of  that  happincfs  of  which  human 
nature  is  made  capable,  that  it  could  ne- 
ver be  defigned  as  a  privilege  to  man  by 
the  munificent  creator  :  And,  perhaps, 
is  not  a  privilege  to  other  orders  of  ra- 
tional creatures,  as  muclifupcriorto  man^ 
in  virtue,  as  in  rank  of  being. 


Ma  K  KINO, 
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Mankind  may  naturally  have  a  li- 
berty to  live  without  civil  government  in 
the  fame  fenfe  that  they  have  a  liberty, 
/'.  e.  a  power  to  negle<5l  any  moral  duty  : 
But  they  are  evidently  made  dependent 
on  one  another  for  happinefs  ;  and  that 
method  of  a£lion,  which  in  the  confti- 
tution  of  things,  will  prevent  mifery, 
and  procure  happinefs  to  the  fpecies,  on 
fuppofition  of  their  being  acquainted  with 
it,  and  in  a  capacity  of  going  into  it,  is 
not  only  wrong  in  them  to  negIe£V,  but 
even  duty  indifpenfible  to  purfue.  From 
hence  arifes  their  obligation  to  civil  go- 
vernment as  mentioned  before  ;  and 
\vhen  the  fame  reafon  urges  the  lodging 
this  government  in  the  hands  of  a  few  of 
the  number  aflbciated,  the  fame  obliga- 
tion lies  on  them  to  do  fo. 

A  Community  having  determined 
that  to  commit  the  power  of  govern- 
ment to  fome  few  of  their  number  is  beft, 
the  right  the  fome  few  can  have  to  it, 
muft  arife  from  the  choice  of  the  whole  ; 
for  in  this  ftate  the  government  belongs 
to  the  whole,  and  one  has  no  more  right 

to 
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to  govern  than  another  ;  the  right  there- 
fore that  individuals  can  have  to  this  muft 
be  delegated.  This  delegation  is  not  in- 
deed the  giving  away  of  the  right  the 
whole  have  to  govern,  but  providing 
for  the  exercife  of  their  poWer  in  the 
moft  effe^lual  manner. 

It  is  by  virtue  of  the  previo^ls  confent 
of  fociety  as  being  bcft,  that  government 
may  devolve  on  fome  by  fuccefllon,  and 
that  others  may  be  appointed  to  rulg,by 
thofe  already  in  authority. 

'A.coMPACT  for  civil  government  in 
any  community  implies  the  ftipulatioii 
of  certain  rules  of  government.  Thcfe 
rules  or  laws  more  properly  make  the  ci- 
vil conftitution.  How  various  thcfe  rules 
are  in  different  nations  is  not  the  prefent 
enquiry  ;  but  that  they  ought  in  every 
nation  to  coincide  with  the  moral  fitnefs 
of  things,  by  which  alone  the  natural 
fights  of  mcinkind  can  be  fccured,  and 
their  happiuefs  promoted,  is  very  certain. 
And  fuch  are  the  laws  of  the  conflicution 
of  civil  government  that  we,  and  all 
B  4  Britifi 


24  Ele81ion'Se*'mon»  ■ 

EritiJJj  fubjedls  are  fo  happy  as  to  live 
under, 

Th  e  reditude  of  the  laws  of  a  civil 
conftitution  are  of  more  importance  to 
the  well-being  of  focicty  than  the  parti- 
cular form  of  adminiftration,  but  that 
form  which  is  bed  adapted  to  fecurc  the 
iminterrupted  courfe  of  fuchlaws  is  mofl: 
eligible,  and  herein  alfo  wo  outvie 
.other  nations. 

'  Those  laws  which  prefcrlbc  the 
rights  of  prerogative,  and  the  rights  of 
the  people,(hould  be  founded  on  fuch  prin- 
ciples as  tend  to  promote  the  great  end 
of  civil  inftitution  ;  and  as  they  are  to  be 
held  facred  by  both,  it  may  be  fuppofed, 
ought  to  be  as  plain  as  the  natui-e  of  the 
thing  will  admit :  Myfteries  in  civil  go- 
vernment relative  to  the  rights  of  the 
people,  hke  rnyftcries  in  the  laws  of  re- 
ligion, may  be  pretended,  and  to  the 
like  purpofe  of  flavery,  //;//  of  the  fouls, 
and  that  of  the  bodies  of  men. 


The 
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The  dcfign  of  mankind  in  forming  a 
civil  conftitution  being  to  fecure  their 
natural  rights  and  privileges,  and  to  pro- 
mote their  happincfs,  it  is  necefliry  that 
the  fpeciol  end  of  the  electors  in  chufing 
fome  to  govern  the  ^yhole,  fhould  be  af- 
fenred  to  by  the  eledcd  to  veft  them 
•tvith  a  right  to  govern,  fo  far  at  Icaft:  as 
lo  direct  the  adminiftration,  without 
which  they  arc  indeed  vcftcd  with  no 
authority  ;  for  the  being  chofcn  to  a  par- 
ticular purpofc  by  thofe  in  whom  the 
right  of  choice  is,  can  give  no  rightful 
power  to  a6l  befide  or  counter  to  this 
purpofe.  And  therefore  to  the  proper 
inveftiture  of  any  in  the  office  of  civil 
rulers  to  which  they  arc  chofen  by  the 
people,  it  is  necclTary-  they  fliould  con-' 
fent  to  a^l  the  part  for  which  they  are 
chofen  ;  and  this  fets  them  in  the  high 
office  of  government,  and  gives  them 
authority  to  regulate  the  whole. 

Th  e  I R  confent  to  take  the  office  to 
which  they  are  chofen  by  the  communi- 
ty lays  rulers  under  a  moral  obligation  to 
difcharge  the  duties  of  it  with  fidelity. 

And 
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And  if  for  the  greater  fecurity  of  focicty, 
they  who  are  thus  introduced  into  office 
are  bound  to  the  faithful  difcharge  of  it 
Jby  the  folemnity  of  an  oath,  their  obliga- 
j^atipn  hereto  is  the  greater. 

What  is  right  in  the  relation  of  things, 
and  which  has  the  general  confent  ctf 
mankind,  being  the  rule  of  civil  govern' 
ment  in  a  well  conftituted  ftate,  civil 
rulers  are  to  be  fo  far  from  invading, 
that  they  onght  to  be  the  guardians  of 
the  natural  and  conftitutional  rights  of 
their  fubje£ls  ;  which  are  here  fuppofed 
to  be  fo  nearly  the  fame  that  there  is  no 
interfering  between  them.  To  form  a 
civil  conflitution  otherwife  would  be  to 
eftabliih  iniquity  by  law. 

,-,The  various  duties  of  their  office  then 
centre  in  one  point,  the  end  of  their  elec- 
tion, and  that  is  to  promote  the  public 
welfare. 

Minutely  to  enumerate  thcfc  duties 
is  not  indeed  pretended,  not  only  as  it 
would  take  up  too  much  time,  but 

alfo 
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alfo  as  the  wifdom  of  the  politician  can 
belter  apply  general  rales  to' particular 
cafes  as  circuniftances  vary  -  I  therefore 
fliall  take  the  liberty  only  in  a  more  ge- 
neral way  to  obferve  :  That  whatever 
is  injurious  to  the  commutiity,  'x^hethef 
foreign  or  inteftine,  is  theirs  to  endeavor 
to  prevent.    In  this  ftate  of  impcrfeftiou 
and  fin,  particular  focieties  are  liable  to 
injuries  from  one  another,  hence  vigilance 
becomes  one  part  of  the  duty  of  civil'rulers ; 
to  this  they  are  more  obliged  tlian  other 
meii  t  In  ofijce  they  are  as  eyes  to  the 
political  body,  the  pt-oper  ufe  of  which  is 
neceffairy  to  its  fafety.    It  is  no  fnlalj^ 
part  of  their  care  to  dcfcry  danger,  to  pe- 
netrate the  defigns  formed  abroad  to  the 
detriment  of  the  community.    And  as 
they  are  fet  for  the  public  defence,  when 
fuch  dangers ar.e  difcovered  by  them,  it  is 
their  part  to  provide  againft  them  at  thd 
public  expence;  which  muft  be  in  th^' 
power  at  all  times,  or  at  fome  times  it 
may  not  be  in  their  power  to  a6l  in  the 
charader  of  guardians  to  the  public. 
Individuals  of  the  fame  fociety  are  like-, 
wife  liable  to  unequal  treatrtient  from  one* 
'   another, 
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another,  which  alfo  claims  their  attention. 
They  are  to  refcuc  the  weak  and  helplefs, 
the  widow  and  fathcrlefs,  from  the  cruel 
hands  of  oppreffion,  and  equally  fecure 
to  all;,  high  and  low,  their  rights. 

And  whatever  is  for  the  advantage 
and  emolument  of  fociety,  is  al(b  their 
part  to  promote,  noi^:,only  barely  to  fe- 
cure to  their  fubjea^^e  cardinal  privile- 
ges of  human  nature,  but  alfo  kindly  en-- 
deavour  to  heighten  their  happincfs  in  the 
enjoyment  of  them.     Thofe  methods 
which  will  be  moft  conducive  to  the  pre- 
fervation  dnd  profperity  of  the  -whole  arc 
to  be  ftudiouflv  dcvifed,  and  faithfullv 
urged  by  them  ;  hence  agriculture  and 
commerce,  liberal  and  mechanical  arts 
fliould  be  encouraged,  as  pointed  out  in 
providence  for  the  benefit  of  mankind  ; 
in  proportion  to  improvement  in  which, 
will  be  the  benefit  refulting  from  them, 
by  which  a  fupply  may  be  obtained  not 
only  for  ncccffity,  but  alfo  for  deliaht ; 
and  hereby  their  political  flrength  witl  be 
increafed,  and  they  become  more  able  to 
f  Jpport  the  common  caufc.    The  wealth 

of 
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of  the  people  is  the  flrcngth  of  the  ftate  ; 
and  therefore,  as  the  diligent  hand  maketh 
rich,  they  fhould  reduce  the  vagrant,  and 
call  the  idle  to  labor,  and  all  to  induftry 
in  their  refpedive  callings,  fo  eflential  to 
the  public  utility. 

But  ivifdomis  a  defence  as  well  as  money  ^ 
and  neccflary  to  the  well  being  of  a  com- 
munity. The  education  of  the  youth  is 
therefore  carefully  to  be  provided  for  ; 
that  hereby  fuch  improvements  may  be 
made,  as  happily  tend  to  abate  the  fero- 
city of  uncultivated  nature,  to  foften  the- 
tempcr,and  give  a  high  relifh  to  the  fweets 
of  fecial  life  ;  and  fuch  geniufes  may  be 
formed  as  public  offices  require  ;  that  the 
■people,  in  church,  or  ftate,  may  not  be 
deftroyed  for  lack  of  knowledge  ;  but  ivifdom 
and  knovjledge  may  he  the  Jlabilitj  of  the 
times. 

The  civil  power  alfo  fiiould  be  exer- 
ted to  fupprefs  vice  as  pregnant  with  mif- 
chief  to  lociety  and  to  fupport  virtue  as 
the  foundation  of  fecial  happinefs. 


That 
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Th  A  T  public  homage  which  the  com- 
munity owe  to  the  great  Lord  of  all  j 
and  which  is  equally  their  ihtereft  as  their 
dyty  to  pay,  fhould  be  camellly  promo- 
ted by  their  rulers.  Theiitnefs  of  which 
reafon  di6lates  and  revelation  confirms, 
as  a  proper  expreflion  of  the  dependence 
of  mankind  on  him,  and  of  their  grateful 
fentiments  towards  him,  ivho  givetb  to 
all  life  and  breath  and  all  things  ;  and  alfo 
as  the  Iway  more  deeply  to  imprefs  on 
their  minds  a  fenfe  of  their  obligations  to 
conform  to  his  will ;  conformity  to  which 
w^ll  produce  order  and  harmony,  [and 
qualify  for  the  bleffings  of  his  providence. 

•  ■  [  t  y 

The  great  advantages  acruingfrom  the 
public  fecial  worfhip  of  thcDeity  may  be 
a  laudable  motive  to.ciwil  rulers  to  exert 
themfclves  to  promote  it  j  and  will  have 
an  influence  on  them  who  have  the  pub- 
lic g[Ood  at  heart,  as  well  as  a  proper 
fenfe  of  duty  to  him,  who  is  higher  than 
the  highejl  ;  In  this  way,  while  the  rainif*  > 
ters  of  religion  are  under  the  patronage 
of  the  civil  power,  the  people  will  be  in 
Itrudediii  thofe  principles,  and  urged  to 

thofe 
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thofe  practices,  which  will  greatly  fub- 
ferve  the  interefl:  of  the  community,  and 
facilitate  the  end  of  government. 

Ezra's  commifllon  extended  to  church 
as  well  as  ftate  ;  and  there  is  indeed  fuch 
a  connexion  between  them,  and  their 
intcreft  is  fo  dependent  upon  each  other,' 
that  the  welfare  of  the  community  arifes 
from  things  going  ivell  in  both  ;  and 
therefore  both,  though  with  fuch  rcflric- 
tions  as  their  refpedive  nature  requires, 
claim  the  attention  and  care  of  the  civil 
rulers  of  a  people,  whole  duty  it  is  topro- 
teifl,  and  fofter  their  fubje<5ls  in  the  enjoy- 
ment of  their  religious  rights  and  privile- 
ges, as  well  as  civil,  and  upon  the  fame 
principle  of  promoting  their  happinefs. 

It  is  therefore  the  part  of  civil  rulers 
to  make,  and  as  occafion  (hall  offer, 
to  execute  fuch  laws  as  tend  to  promote 
the  public  welfare.  Thefi  indeed  are  in 
fome  meafure  to  be  varied,  according  to 
the  temper  and  circumftances  of  the  fub-. 
jefts,  by  the  wifdom  of  the  legiflators ;  but 
yet  it  is  necclTary  there  Ihould  be  in  them 
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a  conformity  to  the  immutable  laws  of 
nature,  to  anfwer  the  true  deCgn  of  civil 
inflitution. 

To  thefe  laws  it  is  fit  they  fhould  add 
fuch  fandions  as  will  give  them  energy 
if  they  are  fuitably  applied  by  thofe  in 
civil  office  whofc  part  it  is  to  put  the 
la^s  into  execution. 

Provided  always,  that  no  laws  be 
made  invafive  of  the  natural  rights  of 
confcience,  and  no  penalties  inflided  by 
the  civil  power  in  things  purely  religious, 
and  which  do  Jiot  affcd  the  well  being  of 
the  flate :  In  thefe,  every  man  has  an  un- 
alienable right,  in  the  conllitution  .of 
things,  to  judge  for  himfelf:  No  man,  and 
no  number  of  men  therefore  have  a  right 
to  aifume  jurifdidlion  here. 

On  the  free  exercife  of  their  natural 
religious  rights  the  prcfeut  as  well  as  fu- 
ture happinefs  of  mankind  greatly  de- 
pends ;  the  abridgement  of  which  by  pe- 
nal laws  is  evidently  incongruous  to  the 
eternal  rules  oi  equity ;  but  thcfc  rules 

arc 
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are  never  to  be  vidlatfcd  in  the  cxerclfe  cf 
civil  power.  GiVil  laws,  of  right,  cati 
relate  only  to  thofe  actions  which  have 
influence  on  the  welfare  of  the  Hate  ;  and 
to  all  fvich  the  fubjedl  may  be  urged  by 
the  civil  authority  confiftently  with  that 
freedom  of  mind,  in  judging  of  points 
of  fpeculation,  and  that  liberty  of  con- 
fcience  relative  to  modes  of  worfhip, 
■which  he  has  a  natural  right  unmoleftcd 
to  enjoy* 

O  B  L I G  A  T I  d  N  on  dvil  rulers  to  fecure 
the  rights  and  promote  the  happinefs  of 
the  people,  moft  certainly  implies  a  power 
in  them  to  that  purpofe,- — to  make  laws 
and  execute  them  ;  without  which,  ruler 
is  but  an  empty  natne  :  To  this  purpofe 
they  are  indeed  cloathed  with  authority, 
and  armed  with  the  united  power  of  the 
community  ;  only  in  the  exercifc  of  this 
power  they  are  under  the  fame  moral  re- 
ftridlions  with  thofe  by  whom  it  was  de^ 
legated  to  themi 

As  iri  a -Well  conftitutcd  civil  ftate  there 
is  a  fubordination  among  rulers^  and 
each  has  jjiis  tefped^ive  part    to  a^ 
<*  t^ilh 
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with  a  view  to  the  public  good;  fo  to 
carry  the  grand  defigii  into  execution 
itisneceflary  that  each  Ihould  keep  the  hnc 
of  his  own  particular  department;  every 
excentric  motion  will  introduce  diforder 
and  be  productive  of  mifchief :  But  each 
keeping  a  ftcady  and  regular  courfe  in  his 
own  fphere,  will  difpenfe  a  benign  influ- 
ence upon  the  community,  and  harmo- 
iiioufly  confpire  to  prornote  the  general 
good  :  As  in  the  folar  fyftem,  every  pla- 
net revolving  in  its  own  orbit  round  the 
fun  produces  that  order  and  harmony 
which  fecures  the  confervation  of  the 
•whole. 

The  part  that  civil  rulers  have  to  a6l 
Aippofes  quahfications  for  that  purpofe, 
and  accordhigly  we  have  begged  leave 
in  the  SECOND  place,  from  the  diftin- 
guilhcd  charader  of  Ezra  tofuggcft  foms 
of  them. 

Religion,  learning,  and  firmnefsof 
mind  in  the  difcharge  of  the  duties  of  his 
office,  were  confpicuous  parts  of  his  cha- 
racter, and  comprehend  perhaps  moft  of 
the  qualifications  requifitc  in  civil  rulers. 

Religion 
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Religion  includes  piety  and  virtuCj 
and  is  ading  agreeable  to  the  will  of  God 
according  to  the  capacity  of  the  moral 
agent.  To  this  all  men  are  under  obliga- 
tion as  they  would  anfwer  the  end  of 
their  creation,  and  qualify  thenlfelvcs  for 
the  happinefs  for  which  they  were  for- 
med :  And  to  this  they  are  obliged  in 
their  focial  connexions,  that  the  happy 
effcds  of  it  may  be  felt  not  only  by  them- 
felves  but  alfo  by  others.  Nor  is  there 
any  ftation  among  mankind  fo  elevated 
as  to  free  from  this  obligation. 

Th  e  public  good  is  in  proportion  to  right 
aXion  in  every  individual. — But  as  in  the 
civil  fubordination  among  men  fome  have 
it  in  their  power  to  do  more or  m'tf- 
chief  to  the  "xvhole  than  others,  fo  it  is  of 
more  importance  to  fociety  that  fuch 
fliould  be  virtuous  than  others.  There 
is  an  eflcntial  difference  between  virtue 
and  vice,  and  their  different  confequen- 
ces  to  fociety  will  be  fenfibly  felt  :  nor  is 
it  in  the  power  of  earth,  or  hell,  to  alter 
the  natural  conftitution  of  things. 


Vice  is  detrimental  to  fociety  in  fome 
C  %  degree 
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degree  in  any  of  its  members,  but  is  more 
fo  ill  thore  who  manage  the  public  af- 
fairs of  it.  It  difquaUfies  for  public  fer- 
Tices  at  the  fame  rate,  as  it  debafes  the 
mind,  weakens  the  generous  movements 
of  the  foul,  and  centres  it's  views  in  the 
contra^^cd  circle  of  felf-intcreft. 

But  virtue  qualifies  for  "public  offices 
as  it  dilates  the  mind  with  liberal  fenti- 
tnents,  infpires  with  principles  of  benefi- 
cent adions,  and  dijpofes  to  a  ready  com- 
pliance with  the  apoftolic  injundion, 
look  not  every  man  on  his  own  things^  but 
every  man  alfo  on  the  things  of  another, 

Th  e  religion  of  Jefus  is  defigned  to 
deftrey  the  works  of  the  devil^  to  bring  men 
from  djrknefs  to  lights  from  error  to  the 
truthjflW  from  the  power  of fatan  unto  God — 
It  infpires  the  mind  with  a  facred  regard 
to  God,  and  with  benevolence  to  men, — 
it  is  an  imitation  of  his  example,  who  came 
down  from  heaven  and  went  about  doing  good ^ 
— of/;rJ",  who  is  good  to  ally  and  whofe  mer- 
<y  endures  forever — anditalfo  more  power- 
fully inforces  all  moral  obligations,  as  it 
illucidates  a  future  ftatc  of  rewards  and 
punifhments.  T/Iat 
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That  chara(?lcr  therefore  which  is 
formed  from  thofe  principles,  which  are 
abhorrent  to  finifter  views,  and  indirect 
njeafures  to  promote  a  man's  own  private 
iuterefl,  and  lead  to  generous  godUkc  ac- 
tions diffufive  of  goodnefs  to  mankind, 
and  which  afford  the  ftrongeft  motives  to 
fuch  a^lions,  evidently  correfponds  to  a 
public  ftation,  and  is  moft  likely,  cf/^m 
paribus  J  to  difcharge  with  fidelity  the  da- 
ties  of  a  tivil  poft, 

Nor  is  the  influence,  the  example  of 
rulers  will,  in  high  probility,  have  upon 
others,  unimportant  to  fociety  :  Fafls  dc' 
monllrate  examples  to  be  very  forcible 
on  human  nature.  Inferiours  efpecially 
are  apt  to  copy  the  pattern  fct  them  by 
fuperiours,  and  too  often  even  to  fervile 
imitation.  In  fome  proportion  then  as 
the  example  of  thofe  who  are  ia  exalted 
ftations  is  virtuous  or  vicious  it  may  natu- 
rally be  expected  the  character  of  the 
ivbole  will  be  ;  Nor  is  fcicred  hiftory 
fileut  as  to  the  influence  public  charac- 
ters have  had  upon  the  morals  of  a  peo- 
ple ;  in  this  view  therefore  it  is  the  wif- 
dow  and  interefl  of  a  community  to  pre- 
C  3      -  tcr 
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fer  the  virtuous  to  the  vicious  for  their 
rulers. 

But  the  goodnefs  of  the  heart  influen- 
tial on  the  life,  without  difcernment  in  the 
heart,  will  yet  leave  civil  rulers  fliort  of  a 
qu.ilification  neccffary  to  difcharge  the 
duties  of  their  office.  Men  may  be  pious 
and  virtuous  and  yet  not  capable  of  pene- 
trating very  far  into  the  nature  and  con- 
nexion of  things,  and  therefore  unequal 
to  tranfadions  which  require  more  than 
common  abilites. 

The  natural  and  acquired  accomplifh- 
mcnts  of  mankind  are  various,  all  an- 
fvvering  good  purpofes  in  their  refpe^live 
lituations,  and  fubfervient  to  the  general 
good  ;  and  in  proportion  to  thefe  they 
are  quaUfied  for  different  employments. 
Of  Ezra$  learning  particular  notice  is 
taken  in  his  commiffion  for  govermnent,  as 
qualifying  him  for  tlie  important  poft. 
And  fomething  correfponding  hereto  in 
all  civil  rulers  is  undoubtedly  requifite  in 
Jtheir  feveral  departments  ;  I  mean  a  ca-  • 
pacity  of  difccrning  the  nature  and  duties 
pf  their  office,  and  how  to  perform  them. 

It 
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It  iT(6t  indeed  -  of  fo  much' importance 
how  they  come  by  their  qualifications, 
whether  by  le/s  or  greater  application,  as 
thit'they  are  really  poflcffed  of  it;  on 
this  in  no  fmall  degree  the  welfare  of  fo- 
ciety  depends.  Thofe  ports,  to  perform 
the  duties  of  which  diftinguifhing  abili- 
ties, clearnefsof  underftanding  andfound- 
nefs  of  judgement  are  required,  cannot 
be  filled  to  advantage  by  thofe  in  whom 
thefe  are  wanting;  If  the  blind  lead  the 
blind  both  'will /all  into  the  ditch.  In  this 
flu6luating  uncertain  Rate,  the  communi- 
ty will,  at  particular  fcafons  more  efpcci- 
ally,  need  -wije  men  for  pilots,  to  fave  the 
threatncd  bark  from  furrounding gaping 
ruin.  The  weighty  and  multifarious  con* 
cerns  of  ftate  require  jg^reat  and  exfenjive 
abilities  to  ftear  the  luhok  in  that  chan- 
nel which  will  terminate  in  the  public 
fecurity  and  emolument. 

Capacity  for  polls  of  public  trufl 
without  virtuous  principles  is  indeed  pre- 
carious, and  not  fafely  to  be  depended 
oh  ;  but  when  probity  and  wifdom  unite 
in  the  fame  pcrfon  they  form  a  charafler 
that  tends  greatly  to  fupport  the  confi- 
C  4  dencc. 
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dencc,  and  fecure  the  happinefs  of  the 
people. 

But  to  the/e  we  may  yet  add  firmneft 
of  mind  in  the  execution  of  their  ofiice 
as  a  very  neceflary  quaUfication  in  civil 
rulers,  without  -which  an  habitual  difpofi- 
tion  to  do  their  dqty,  and  the  good  fenfe 
to  underfland  it,  may  not  in  all  circum- 
ftances  anfwer  the  end.  The  neceflity 
of  th/j  is  fuppofed  by  Sbechaniah  when  he 
fays  toEzra  in  the  text,  be  of  goad  courage^ 
and  do  it.  And  was  exemplified  by  that 
ruler  in  his  admiuiftration. 

Th  e  prcfent  (late  of  things  will  afford 
frequent  occafions  of  trying  the  virtue  as 
>j/ell  as  the  wifdom  of  rulers. — Like  or 
thermen  they  are  expofed  to  temptations, 
and  perhaps  to  more  and  greater  than  o- 
thers ;  and  human  nature  at  beft  is  very 
imperfe6l.  The  temper  of  domination 
fo  flrongly  interwoven  in  the  make  of 
man  may  induce  them  to  a  wanton 
cxcrcife  of  the  power  repofed  in 
them.  Flattery  by  its  foothing  addref- 
fes  and  artful  infmuations  may  infenlibly 
divert  them  from  a  right  courfc,  and  lead 
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them  to  difpenfe  the  bleffings  of  govern-' 
ment  with  a  partial  hand.  Calumny  and 
cruel  cenfure  may  provoke  in  them  too 
great  refentment,  or  fubjed  them  to  that 
fear  of  man  which  br'mgeth  a  fnare  :  Firra- 
nefs  of  mind  is  therefore  neceffary  to  re- 
pel thefe  and  a  thoufand  other  temptations 
—to  fiiprefs  every  undue  fally  of  the  foulj 
and  to  urge  the  faring  of  adion,  that  they 
may  purfue  with  fteadinefs  ^ijd  vigor  the 
great  end  of  their  office.    ;.  ,  • 

Those  noble  exertions  of  mind  which, 
a  due  adminiftration  requires  clearly 
evinces  the  neceflity  of  this  temper  in  ci- 
vil rulers  :  As  in  order  hereto  the  art  of 
felf-denial  mufl:  be  learned  and  frequent- 
ly pradifed  by  them  ; —  a  prevailing  at- 
tachment to  their  own  private  interefls 
and  gratifications  be  given  up  to  the  pub*- 
lie — angry  refentments  be  tempered  down 
to  the  ftandard  of  right  adion,  — •  theirs 
^afe  fupcrfeded  by  incefTant  labors,  and  f 
i^crificed  to  the  benefit  of  others. 

Softness  and  timidity  of  mind  indul- 
ged into  habit  will  weaken  refolution, 
fuid  relax  the  nerves  of  eifort  in  the  mo^ 
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trying  fcafons,  and  perhaps  betray  the ' 
caufe  their  office  calls,  and  their  virtue 
inclines  them  to  fupporf.    But  firmnefs 
and  fortitude  of  foul  arifing  from  princi- 
ple, and  cultivated  with  care,  will  not' 
cafily  admit  thofe  fordid  views  that  lead  ' 
fafinelj  to  negle£l,  or  tamely  to  furrender 
the  intereft  of  fociety,  but  enable  them 
to  comport  with  perfonal  inconveniences, 
and  Hand  firm  amidft  the  fevered  trials, 
in  executing  the  duties  of  their  office. 

'  Good  may  indeed  be  done  by  him, 
■who  is  dijiinguijhed  by  one  of  thefe  quali- 
fications alone,  and  more  efpecially  in ' 
his  connections  with  others  employed  in 
the  fame  office  ;  their  different  qualities 
may  operate  in  fubferviency  to  each  other, 
and  by  their  mutual  aid  lead  into  mea^*^ 
fures  conducive  to  the  general  fafety  ;  • 
and  happy  to  mankind  that  in  this  imper-^ 
feft  ftate  it  is  fo  !  But  without  determin- 
ing which  of  them  being  wanting  in  civil ' 
rulers  would  be  of  moft  dangerous  con-- 
fequence  to  fociety,  it  is  very  certain 
their  meeting  in  the  fame  perfon  forms  a 
charader  that  will  beft  ahfwer  the  defjgrt' 
of  fuch  promotion  ;  and  the  more  there 
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are  of,  this  chara<5leF  among  them,  the^ 
mpre  likely  it  is  that, the,, pu,l?JiQ  welfare, 
will  be  promoted. 

.But-,  if  every  good  quality  fhould 
meet  in  civil  rulers  yet  THIRDLY,  the  , 
united  exertions  of  the  people  with  theiHi 
are  neceflary  to  anfwer  the  falutary  pur- 
pofes  of  civil  government. 

A.CQMMUNITY  having  delegated  tof 
fome  of  their  numoer  the  power  of  civil  j 
government  as  a  method  of  exercifing-^ 
that  power  the  beftadapted  to  fccure  their 
natural  rights  and  promote  their  happincfi^ 
are  not  At  liberty  to  counteract  the  me- ^ 
thod,  but  under  obligation,  in  every  fit'> 
way,  to  fupport  it  ;  and  indeed  without. j 
their  exerting  therafelves  to  this  purpofe, ; 
their  rulers,  however  well  qualified,  wilt^ 
be  unable  to  anfwer  the  end  of  their  adr 
vancement.  ^ 

,Th  E.,caufe  in  which  rulers  and  rule<J  _ 
are  engaged  is  the  fame,  though  the  parts 
they  have  to  acH:  are  different;  thefe  all' 
tend  to  one  grand  point,  the  welfare  of; 
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the  community ;  and  people  are  as  much 
obliged  to  fidelity  and  ardor  in  the  dif- 
charge  of  their  duty,  as  rulers  to  theirs, 
in  fupporting  the  common  caufe. 

Th  e  difcharge  of  the  duties  of  civil 
©ffice  merits  an  adequate  reward  from 
them  whofe  bufinefs  is  done  thereby  ; 
and  the  community  are  unqueftionably 
obliged  to  fee  that  bufinefs  performed. 
Rulers  devoting  their  time  and  their  ta- 
lents to  the  fervice  of  the  public  entitles 
them  to  an  eafy  and  honourable  fupport; 
For  real  fervice  and  great  benefit  done 
them,  it  is  the  duty  of  the  people  to  under 
to  all  their  dues,  tribute  to  -whom  tribute  is 
JuCf  and  cuflom  to  luhom  cujlom.  If  this 
Ihould  not  be  afforded  them  by  the  public, 
they  could  not  attend  continually  upon  the 
duties  of  their  ftation,  and  of  confequence 
civil  government,  on  which  fo  much  de- 
pends, could  not  be  upheld  to  advantage. 

A  RESPECTPUL  treatment  of  their 
rulers  is  alfo  due  from  the  people,  and 
greatly  conducive  to  the  end  of  civil  in- 
ftitution.  They  are  raifcd  to  exalted  fta-' 
^pn  by  the  people^  under  the  govern- 
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ance  of  his  providence,  who  wills  the 
happinefs  of  all  men^  and  in  promoting 
which  they  are  to  be  confidered  as 
his  vicegerents  executing  his  will,  and 
therefore  worthy  of  eftcem  and  venerati- 
on. Their  fuccefs  in  adminiftration  alfo 
very  much  depends  upon  this  refpe^lful 
deportment  toward  them :  To  pour  con»» 
tempt  upon  rulers  is  to  weaken  govern- 
ment itfelf,  and  to  weaken  government 
is  to  fow  the  feeds  of  libertinifm,  which 
in  a  foil  fo  proUfic  as  human  nature,  will 
foon  fpring  up  into  a  luxuriant  growth 
Bor  will  it  be  in  the  power  of  rulers  to 
ftop  the  growing  mifchief,  or,  to  keep 
things  in  a  proper  fituation,  without,  the 
concurring  aid  of  the  people, 

A  SACRED  regard  to  civil  authority, 
according  to  the  true  defign  of  it,  is  t© 
be  cultivated  in  all ;  and  as  a  means  na^ 
rurally  tending  to  this,  including  the  nc 
cefliity  of  divine  influence  in  their  ardu-* 
ous  and  benevolent  work,  it  is  directed 
by  the  fupreme  law-giver,  that  Jupplica- 
lions  f  ani  prayers f  intercefionSf  and  giv 
ing  of  thanks  be  made—far'  kings,  and  for- 
all  that  are  in  au^horitj^^  that  ive  may  lead  4 
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'  quiet  and  peaceable  life  m  all  godlinefs  'and 
honejiy,   

To  keep  up  tenerafion  for  rulers/lj 
to  keep  up  a  regard  to  gbverhment  ufelf 
;in  the  community,  and  to  open  the  way 
-forks  happier  influence.  'Honor  there- 
fore fliould  be  rendered  to  them  to  whom 
it  is  due*  for  the  good  fervices  they  have 
ah-eady  done,  and  as  being  the  way  to 
•give  them  opportunity  of  doing  more, 
and  to  ftimulatc  them  to  improve  the 
opportunity  by  the  vigorolis  exertions  of 
their  abilities  to  that  purpofe. 

'b^j  t  ftill  and  more  efpecially,  the  uni- 
ted efforts  of  the  people  with  their  ru- 
lers are  ncceffary  to  the  putting  thofe 
laws  into  execution  that  are  made  for  tl^e 
good  of  the  community. 

It  is  here  fuppofed,  that  the  laws 
made  by  civil  rulers  coincide  with  moral 
jitnefs,  and  are  calculated  to  anfwer  th,e 
end  for  which  only  they  are  impowered 
to  make  laws  ;  if  otherwife,  the  fubjea 
can  be  under  no  obligation  to  obfcrve 
them  ;  but  may  be  raomlly  obliged  to  re- 
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fill:  them,  as  it  muft  ever  be  right  to  obey 
God  rather  than  men.    The  do<?l:rrne  of  faf- 
fi*ve  obedience  Qiad  non-re ftjlence  in  the  unli- 
inited  fenfc  it  has  been  urged  by  fomc, 
came  not  down  frdm  above,  as'  it  can  be 
fupported  neither  by  reafbn  nor  revela- 
titMi,  and  ther(?fore  if  any  "where,  may  be 
urged  "with  a  better  grace  by  the  rulers  of 
darknejsj  in  the  regions  beloW,  upon  thole 
who  by  the  righteous  decree  of  heaven^ 
are  excluded  the  common  benefits  of  cre- 
ation, than  by  thofe  poiuers  that  are  or- 
daiued  ofGod  for  thQgood  of  mankind.  But 
though  with  the  higheft  propriety  this 
dodlrine  may  be  exploded,  it  does  not  at 
all  lefTen  the  moral  obligation  of  obedi- 
ence in  the  people  to  an  equitable  admini- 
ftration  ;  and  to  ufe  their  endeavours  thaf 
the  laws  made  by  their  rulers  to  promote 
the  good  of  the  community  fhould  take 
place  to  that  purpofe :  This  is  only  the 
continued  exertion  of  that  power  which 
is  neceflary  to  carry  into  cfCedi  the  plan, 
of  civil  government  laid  by  themfelves, 
and  without  which  the  beft  laws  will  fall 
fhort  of  it.    There  may  be  good  laws,  and 
faithful  executors  of  them,  and  yet  fuch  a 
pradical  combination  of  the  fubjeds  as  in 
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forae  meafure  fruftrate  the  happy  effeds 
of  them  :  The  violation  of  thefe  laws  may 
be  fo  connived  at  in  one  another,  as  to 
prevent  the  executors  having  the  oppor- 
tunity to  fupprefs  them.  The  laws  of  the 
lupreme  legiflator  of  the  world  are  un- 
queftionably  juft  and  goody  and  yet  arc 
tranfgrefled  by  daring  mortals  every  day : 
And  though  under  his  all-drfcerning  eye 
the  impenitent  (hall  not  finally  efcape 
•with  impunity,  yet  the  tranfgreflbrs  of 
human  laws  founded  on  the  fame  prin- 
ciples as  the  divine,  may  illude  the  infpec- 
tion  of  man  and  the  force  of  his  laws  : 
And  when  this  pradice  lhall  become  ge- 
neral in  civil  fociety,  the  energy  of  go- 
vernment will  of  courfe  be  relaxed.  Nor 
can  it  be  in  the  power  of  rulers  the  bed 
qualified  and  the  moft  feduloully  atten- 
tive to  the  duties  of  their  office  to  pre- 
vent it,  unlefs  they  were  gods  in  a  high* 
er  fenfe  than  the  fcripture  intends  by 
giviag  them  that  title,  and  were  able 
not  only  to  make  good  laws,  but  alio  to 
infpire  their  fubjedts  with  a  principle  of 
obedience  to  them. 
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It  is  therefore  plain,  that  the  united 
efforts  of  the  people  arc  necelTary  to  fup- 
port  civil  government,  and  make  it  effi- 
cacious to  the  great  and  happy  end  for 
which  it  was  inftituted  :  And  as  rulers 
are  holden  by  the  ftrongefttics  to  confult 
and  endeavour  the  welfare  of  the  people ; 
the  people  are  equally  bountl  to  aid  and 
affift  them  in  thefe  endeavours* 

"What  has  been  imperfcdly  fuggef- 
ted  in  this  difcourfe  may  lead  toTome  re- 
flections on  the  goodnefs  of  the  fupreme 
ruler  of  the  world,  to  mankind  in  general 
and  to  ourfelves  in  particular,  in  the  pre- 
fent  flate,  more  cfpccially  as  exprcflfed  in 
the  inftitution  of  civil  government  :  And 
give  occafion  to  urge  the  attention  of  ru- 
lers and  people  to  the  duties  of  their  ref- 
pedlive  flatious. 

The  goodnefs  of  the  Creator  appears 
through  all  his  works,  but  more  illuftri-" 
©ufly  to  man  than  to  any  other  creature 
on  this  earth  ;  him  he  hath  fet  at  the 
head  of  this  part  of  his  creation :  Thei 
place  of  his  prefcnt  abode  is  accomoda- 
D  t€d 
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ted  to  his  neceflity  and  pleafurc  ;  and 
his  mind  is  endowed  with  reafon  and 
underftanding  to  guide  and  regulate  him 
iu  the  enjoyment.  With  a  view  to  fe- 
cure  him  in  the  poffeflion  of  the  munifi- 
cence of  his  creator,  he  is  directed  by  in- 
flini^l  and  reafon  to  a(rociate,and  amica- 
bly unite  the  ftrcngth  of  individuals 
for  the  defence  and  fafety  of  the  whole. 

And  this  method  is  peculiarly  adapted 
to  the  prefent  depraved  ftate  of  mankind, 
in  which  by  leaping  the  mounds  of  right 
man  is  the  greateft  enemy  to  man.  If 
there  was  no  fuch  thing  as  civil  govern- 
ment among  them,  what  ravages  !  and 
what  depredations  would  there  be  !  This 
earth  would  be  the  habitation  of  cruelty, 
and  a  field  of  blood.  The  confequences 
of  perfect  anarchy  among  mankind  would 
be  more  unhappy  and  mifchievous  to 
them,  rlian  if  the  foundations  cf  the  earth 
were  out  of  courfe,  the yawfhould  bedarkeneif 
and  the  moon  not  give  her  lights  and  the  flcrs 
fall  from  heaven ;  And  the  natural  order 
of  this  fyfiem  fhould  be  interrupted  by 
a  general  and  moH  ruinous  confufion. 


But 
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^  ?rBvT  th6  plan  of  civil  government,  as 
included  in  the  conftitution  of  things, 
•and  obvious  to  the  eommon  fenfe  of 
.mankind,  well  ;executed  by  them,  gives 
fuch  a  check  . to  evil  doers,  and  fupport  to 
/bm  that  do  lueU,  that  the  nearer  man- 
kind purfue  it,  in  its  true  intention,  the 
more  this  earth  will  become  a  habitation 
of  peace,  of  fecurity  and_happinefs.  This 
privilege  is  put  into  their  hands  by  the 
.Lord  of  all,  as  the  great  fecurity  and  com- 
pletion of  their  earthly  felicity  to  him 
therefore  their  united  acknowledgements 
fhould  like  incenfe,  with  fervor  afcend. 

We  ourfclves  have  rcafon,  not  only  to 
jpin  in  the  univerfal  tribute,  as  partaking 
of  the  blcflings  of  the  creator  in  common 
with  mankind,  but  alfo  in  particular  to 
exprefs  our  v/armefl:  gratitude  to  hitn 
whofe  providence  determines  the  bounds 
of  the  habltatiojis  of  all  the  nations  oj  men 
that  divell  en  the  face  of  the  earth  ;  that  we 
live  under  a  conftitution  of  civil  govern- 
ment the  bed  adapted  to  fecure  the  rights 
and  liberties  of  the  fubjed  :  The  funda- 
mental laws  of  which  are  agreable  to  the 
Jaws  of  nature  refulting  from  the  relation 
Da  of 
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of  things,  worthy  of  men  and  chriftians; 
and  the  form  of  adminiftration  the  beft 
contrived  to  fccure  a  fteady  adherence  to 
thofe  laws  in  the  exercife  of  civil  power. 
Our  King  fways  the  fceptre  in  righteouf- 
iiefs,  and  his  throne  is  upholden  by  mercy : 
The  legiflative  and  executive  powers  are 
guided  by  the  fame  laws. 

Th  e  beneficial  effe^ls  of  tlie  happy 
conltitution  extend  to  the  rcmotcfl:  parts 
of  the  Britijl)  empire  :  Britons  exult  in 
the  enjoyment  of  their  natural  rights  un- 
der its  aufpicious  influence,  nor  lefs  the 
colonics  in  North-America  while  they 
participate  with  grateful  and  loyal  hearts 
the  like  blclfings  from  the  fame  fource. 

The  colonics  indeed  on  account  of 
local  circumftances,  have  been  indulged 
to  form  into  little  diftindl  ftates  under  the 
fame  head,  and  to  make  laws  and  exe- 
cute them,  rcilricted  at  the  fame  time  by 
the  laws  and  dependent  on  the  fupremc 
power  of  the  nation  as  far  as  it  is  confif- 
tcnt  with  the  efTential  rights  of  Britijh 
fubjedtsand  nccelfary  to  the  well-being  of 
the  whole.    And  this  is  fo  far  from  being 

the 
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the  ground  of  their  complaint  that  it  is 
in  their  opinion  the  very  foundation  of 
their  happinefs  ;  from  the  antient  ftock 
they  delight  to  draw  nutrition  as  hereby 
they  flourifli,  and  in  their  turn  bear  to 
that  proportionable  ^ruit.  Nor  could 
any  thing  more  fenfibly  afTeft  them,  or 
be  thought  of  with  more  regret,  than  to 
be  refcinded  from  the  body  of  the  empire, 
and  their  prefcnt  connexions  with  Great- 
Britain. 

In  their  little  depedent  ftatcs  they  have 
long  enjoyed  her  parental  fmiles,  which 
has  greatly  increafed  their  attachment  to 
her  :  The  relief  fhe  has  kindly  afforded 
them  in  times  of  danger  and  diftrefs  will 
always  invigorate  the  addrcflcs,  and  fup- 
port  the  confidence  of  her  children  to- 
wards her,  under  the  like  circumftanccs, 
till  they  fliall  find  themfclves  difcardcd  by 
her.    Which  fad  cataftrophe  may  all-gra- 
cious Heaven  prevent  !  But  the  fame  pa- 
tronage is  ftill  to  be  hoped  for  by  the 
colonifts  while  they  do  nothing  to  forfeit 
it.    Nor  is  it  to  be  thought  that  Great- 
Britain  would  defigncdly  enflavc  any  of 
her  free-born  fons,  and  thereby  break  iu 
D  3  upon 
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upon  that  conftitution  fo  friendly  to  libeiM* 
ty,andon  which  her  own  fafcty  dcpend^^ 

This  Province 'has  not  the  lead  fliare 
in  privileges  derived  from  the  civil  confti- 
tution  of  her  parent  country,  and  which 
are  amply  fccured  to  us  by  royal  charter. 

^  Our  Governor  is  by  deputation  from 
our  moft  gracious  Sovereign  as  thereprc- 
fentativc  of  his  facred  pcrfon  in  our  pro- 
vincial model  of  civil  government.  His 
Majefty's  paternal  care  in  this  refpedl  is 
moft  readily  acknowlcclged  by  us,  as  the 
Gentleman  who  has  this  honor  at  prefent 
is  well  acquainted  with  the  laws  and  for- 
malities of  our  civil  conftitution,  and  has 
abilities  equal  to  the  important  poft. 
Whofe  prefencc  forbids  every  thing  that 
looks  like  adulation,  but  may  admit  of  the 
warmefl  wifhes  for  his  happinefs  in  this 
world  and  the  next. 

The  other  two  branches  of  thelegifla- 
turc  arc  chofen  by  the  people,  cither  im- 
mediately by  themfelves  or  mediately  by 
their  reprefentativcs,  which  coincides 
^ith  the  freedom  of  the  BritiJI)  conftitu- 
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tion,  and  we  fhall  always  cfteem  as  a 
pledge  of  the  Royal  favor. 

Th  e  return  of  //;//  day  is  aufpicious  to 
onr  civil  liberties,  and  fills  every  honcrt: 
heart  with  joy.  The  liberty  of  chufing 
men  from  among  ourfelves, whole  intereft 
16  infeperably  connected  with  the  ivhole^ 
for  his  Majelty's  Council  in  the  province, 
whofc  part  is  not  only  to  aid  the  power 
of  legiflation,  but  alfo  "  freely  to  give 
advice  at  all  times  to  the  Governor  for  the 
good  management  of  the  public  affairs  of 
government,"  will  always  be  confidered 
as  a  privilege  dear  and  /acred  by  all  who 
are  not,  by  blind  prejudice  orfordid  views, 
Joft  to  a  fcnfe  of  the  incIUmablc  value  of 
their  natural  and  conflitutional  freedom. 

Th  e  elcdlion  of  fo  important  a  branch 
of  the  legiflature  will  naturally  gain  the 
attention  of  chofe  who  are  concerned  in  it. 
Fidelity  in  the  difcharge  of  the  trufi:  repo- 
fed  in  them,  and  a  regard  to  the  welfare 
of  the  province  v^illdeterminetiieirchoicc. 
All  perfonal  piques,  and  pei  fonal  friend- 
fhips,  and  private  intercfts  will  be  laid  a- 
fide  upon  this  intercfting  occafion.  And 

while 


56       An  EleS! ion-Sermon, 


while  the  public  good  is  kept  in  view, 
qualifications  for  a  place  of  fo  much 
weight  and  influence  in  government  will 
be  chiefly  regarded. 

We  reft  afllircd  in  the  good  opinion  we 
have  of  the  Eledlors,  that  they  will  diveft 
their  minds  of  every  "wronghyafs^  and  wiH 
not  take  thofe  who  neither  fear  God,  nor 
regard  man ;  who  have  no  fteady  principles 
of  a^lion  to  be  depended  upon,  unlcfs 
thofe  that  lead  them  to  break  through  the 
the  higheft  moral  obligation,  and  to  live 
as  without  God  in  the  ivorld  :  and  in  whofc 
minds  private  intcrcft  evidently  turns  the 
balance  againft  the  public.  Not  thofe 
who  are  unfriendly  to  learning,  who  at 
the  moft  have  only  taken  the  intoxica- 
ting draught  at  the  pierian  fpring,  but 
have  not  drank  fo  deep  as  to  open  their 
eyes  and  give  them  a  juft  difcernment  of 
things,  who  in  their  patriotic  phrenzy 
would  deprive  church  and  ftate  of  the 
the  means  greatly  conducive  to  the  well- 
being  of  both.  Nor  yet  the  puflllanimous 
who  would  not  dare  to  fpeak  their  minds 
in  their  Country's  caufe  in  trying  fcafons, 
and  are  only  fit  for  a  private  ftation. 
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THEIR  virtue  and  wifdom  will  for^ 
tify  them  againfl:  artful  addrelTes  and  wily 
intreagues  in  this  important  tranfadion. 
A  jufl:  concern  for  the  interefl:  of  their 
country  will  lead  them  to  prefer  thofe 
qualities  and  accomplifhments  which  are 
moft  likely  to  promote  it,  and  to  give 
their  fuffrages  for  men  evidently  poflefled 
of  them  to  fit  at  the  Council-Board  the 
cnfuing  year. 

And  may  all,  who  by  the  people  un- 
der God  are  advanced  to  ports  of  civil 
power  and  truft,  attend  to  the  true  de- 
sign of  their  advancement,  and  with  fidcr 
lity  and  inceflant  ardor  purfue  it. 

The  matter  which  behtigeth  unto  thetn 
being  altogether  interefting  to  us,  as  eve- 
ry thing  dear  in  this  world  is  cbnnefted 
with  it,  we  furely  may  be  allowed  to 
hope  for  an  upright  and  -wi/e  management 
of  it,  and  as  the  tafk  is  arduous,  and  at- 
tended with  various  and  great  trials,  to 
prefs  them  by  every  confideration  to  be 
of  good  courage  ^  and  do  it. 

An  d  no  motives  to  urge  them  to  pa- 
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tfiotic  efforts  are  wanting. — The  negle(5l 
of  their  duty,  or  that  which  is  worfe  the 
counteracting  the  grand  defign  of  their 
office,  by  indired  methods,  they  will  be 
able  to  anfwer,  neither  to  their  coinur)^ 
to  their  own  confcicncc,  nor  to  God  the 
judge  of  all ;  for  not  only  the  prefenr,  but 
future  generations  alfo,  will  feel  the  un- 
happy confequences,  and  execrate  the 
authors  of  what  they  feel.  Their  confci- 
ences  will  give  them  trouble  at  certain 
periods,  but  efpecially  at  the  near  ap- 
proach of  the  dccifive  day,  when  all  their 
dignity  will  forfake  thcnn,  and  they  will 
appear  in  their  teal  worthlefs  character, 
and  creep  into  the  holes  of  the  rocks,  and 
caves  of  the  earth  for  fear  of  the  Lord,  to 
Shelter  themfclves  from  that  vengeance 
Vhich  yet  will  inevitably  light  on  their 
devoted  heads.  On  the  other  hand,  the 
diligent,  the  faithful  and  intrepid  exe- 
cution of  the  duties  of  their  office,  will 
make  them  benefadors  to  the  people  at 
prefent,  and  tranfrait  their  names  with 
honor,  to -poflerity,  who,  in  futurity, 
will  participate  the  blcffings.  And  fuch 
conduct  will  afford  to  their  mind  a  fatis- 
fa:Cliou  that  nothing  can  equal  fliort  of 

the 
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the  plaudit  of  their  judge  ;  who  will  not 

for  get  their  la  l:!or  of  /ove,  but  amply  reward 
their  fervices  for  mankind,  and  as  they 
h^'^e  been  faithful  over  a  few  things  he 
ftbilt  make  them  rulers  over  many  things. 

'  'The  happinefs  of  this  people  ii^ 
the  enjoyment  of  their  naturhl  Vfghts  art4^ 
privileges  under  providence  is  provided 
for  by  their  being  a  part  of  the  Britijf* 
empire,  by  which  they  are  intitled  to  all 
the  privileges  of  that  happy  conftitution  j 
and  alfo  by  the  full  and  ample  recogni- 
tion of  thefe  privileges  to  them  by  char* 
ter. 

Their  civil  conftitution  as  the  bafis 
6f  all  their  temporal  felicity  is  their  dear- 
eft  ftake.  Every  privation  of  their  natu- 
ral rights  is  fubverfive  of  their  happinefs, 
and  ever}'"  infringement  of  the  form  of 
their  conftitution  has  a  tendency  to  fuch 
privation :  The  prefervation  of  their 
conftitutional  rights,  in  every  fit  method, 
will  therefore  ever  forceably  claim  their 
attention ;  and  to  this  purpofe,  while 
they  are  awake  to  a  fenfe  of  their  inter- 
cft,  the  vigilance  and  care  of  their  rulers 
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■will,  of  right,  be  earncftly  expelled  by 
them. 

Their  being  dependent  on  the  fu- 
preme  power  of  the  nation  as  a  part  of 
the  ivhole^  is  fo  far  from  making  it  un- 
fit to  remonftrate  under  grievances  of 
this  nature,  that  it  is  a  reafon  why  they 
Ihould  do  fo  ;  when  by  the  conUitution 
every  fubjeft  has  an  equal  claim  to  pro- 
te£tion  and  fecurity  in  the  exercife  of 
that  very  power, 

.  Th  e  I R  being  loyal  fubje(Jls  to  the  bcft 
6t  Kings,  whom  may  God  longprefervc! 
and  difpofed  to  cultivate,  and  if  poflible 
to  increafe  their  loyalty,  will  always  in- 
cline his  gracious  ear  ;  and  give  weight 
to  their  petitions  with  his  parliament. 

With  indifTcrence  to  furrender  confti- 
tutional  rights,  or  with  rafhnefs  to  oppofe 
conftitutional  meafurcs,  is  equally  w  rebel 
againft  the  ftate.  Anarchy  and  flaA^ery 
are  both  diametrically  oppofite  to  the  ge- 
nius of  the  Britip  conftitution,  and  in- 
deed to  the  conftitution  of  the  God  of 
nature  ;  and  equal  care  at  leaft  is  to  be 

taken 
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taken  to  avoid  the  former  as  the  latter. 
A  ready  compliance  with  conftitutional 
mcafures  will  always  juftify  a  tenacious 
claim  to  conftitutional  privileges,  and 
fupport  the  hope  of  their  continuance. 

The  wellfare  of  the  province,  at  all 
times,  demands  the  attention  of  the  guar- 
dians of  our  natural  and 'civil  rights;  to 
this  purpofe  the  legiflative  and  executive 
powers  are  to  be  exercifed.  But  laws 
arc  ufelefs  in  a  ftate,  unlefs  they  are  o- 
beyed  ;  nor  will  putting  the  executive 
power  into  the  beft  hands  avail  to  the 
defigned  purpofe,  if  there  is  not  proper 
application  made  to  it  upon  thofe  oc- 
cafions  that  require  the  exercife  of  it ; 
for  in  proportion  to  the  want  of  this  ap- 
plication the  mod  excellent  code  of  laws 
will  be  a  dead  letter.  It  is  neceflary  in 
the  nature  of  the  thing,  and  indifpenfably 
obligatory  upon  the  people  to  unite  theii* 
endeavours  with  their  rulers  to  give  life 
and  energy  to  the  laws  in  producing  the 
defigned  happy  efledls. 

We  have  good  laws ;  and  magiftratcs 
appointed  to  put  tbofe  laws  into  execution, 

whofc 
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whofe  fidelity  may  npt  be  impeached  : 
What  therefore  feems  to  remain  to  co^n- 
plete  our  poUtical  happinefs  is  the  exer- 
ting ourfelvcs  to  aid  tl)c  civil  powej*,  lin 
furpreffin^  every  thing  that  may  be  detri- 
mental, and  in  promoting  that  which 
may  be  of  advantage  to  the  -whole. 

Though  feme  are  appointed  and 
bound  by  oath  tcJ  give  information  of 
breaches  of  the  law  which  come  within 
their  knowledge,  3et  a// are  under  cer- 
tain obligation  to  affift  in  conveying  fuch 
information  through  the  proper  channels 
to  the  executive  power,  as  it  is  the  ordi- 
nance of  God  for  the  good  of  the  commu- 
nity. But  from  the  want  of  a  due  re- 
gard to  the  public — or  from  a  mifguided 
fondnefs  for  ourfelves,  we  are  too  apt  tp 
be  criminally  indulgent  to  one  another, 
and  of  confcquence  to  deferc  the  maglP 
■trate,  and  in  fome  degree  fruftrate  the 
defign  of  his  office.  We  have  laws  ivifetly 
provided  againlt  the  evils  of  jdknefs  and 
intemperance  —and  whatever  has  appeared 
to  the  wifdom  of  the  Icgillature  to  be 
hurtful  to  fociety  ;  to  whom  then  may 
the  increale  of  fuch  diforders  be  attribu- 


ted  ?  to  thofe  whofc  bufinefs  it  is  to  exe- 
cute the  law  upon  oflcnders,  on  due  in- 
formation, or  thofe  who  rather  than  give 
fuch  information  chufc  to  have  fellowjhip 
with  iniquity  : — But  not  only  they  who 
arc  fpecially  appointed  for  the  purpofc, 
but  all  fliould  aucnd  to  the  moral  obliga- 
tion they  are  under  to  exert  thcmfelves, 
in  their  refpedlive  ftations,  to  prevent  the 
interruption  of  tlie  happinefs  of  fociety, 
and  inftead  of  leaving  the  magiftrates 
unaided,  Ihould  voluntarily  rife  up  for 
them  againfi  the  evil  doers ^  and  lend  their 
ajQjftance  to  bring  the  workers  of  iniquity 
to  condign  punifhment. 

By  this  general  exertion  the  moft  hap- 
py cffeds  would  be  produced  ;  —  tranf- 
grcffors  would  foon  be  taught  a  greater 
reverence  for  the  law,  and  all  be  more 
fecure  in  the  enjoyment  of  thqir  rights.: 
Hereby  obltru^lions  would  be  removed, 
and  the  executive  power  have  free  courfe ; 
and  judgment  would  run  down  as  waters 
and  righteoufnejs  as  a  mighty  Jlream, 

Instead  therefore  of  fpeaking  evil 
iignitiesy  and  cruelly  charging  them  with 

the 
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the  blame  of  prevailing  diforders,  we 
Ihould  recriminate  on  ourfelves,  and  do 
our  part  to  aid  the  magiftratcs  in  putting 
the  laws  already  made  into  execution,  and 
confide  in  the  wifdom  and  fidelity  of  the 
legiflators  to  make  fuch  ne-w  ones  as  the 
circumftances  of  the  community  may  re- 
quire. 

And  while  the  guardians  of  this 
PEOPLE  arc  intent  upon  fccuring  their 
rights  and  promoting  their  happinefs,  in 
every  wife  and  laudable  method,  lioeral 
fupport  fhould  be  granted,  great  honors 
doue,  and  chearful  obedience  yielded  to 
them. 

Our  fafety  and  happinefs  muft  al- 
"Ways  arife  from  the  united  exertions  of 
rulers  and  ruled  to  the  fame  falutary  pur- 
pofes.  The  fecurity  of  our  liberty  and 
property  by  the  fundamental  laws  of  our 
civil  conftitution  is  the  ftrongeft  motive 
to  maintain  an  inviolable  attachment  to 
it ;  and  to  exert  ourfelves  to  promote 
the  intereft  of  the  nation  to  which  we  be- 
long. Every  well-directed  effort  to  fup- 
port the  confticution  on  which  the  hap- 
pinefs 
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pinefs  of  the  ivhole  depends,  and  to  aug- 
ment the  wealth  and  ftrength  of  the 
Brltip  empire,  as  bur  duty  and  intcrcft, 
fhould  be  readily  made  by  us.  To  mul- 
tiply fcttlements  on  the  uncuhivated 
lands,  and  reduce  the  ivlldcrnefs  to  a  fruit- 
ful ficU,  by  emigration  from  our  older 
'towns,  and  efpccially  by  the  introduc- 
tion of  foreigners  not  unfriendly  to  our 
conftitution  —  to  make  greater  im* 
provements  in  agriculture  and  in  every 
ufcful  art  evidently  tends  to  the  general 
■welfare. 

Arbitrary  and  oppreflive  meafurcs 
in  the  ftate  would  indeed  difpirit  the  peo- 
ple and  weaken  the  nerves  of  induflr}^ 
and  in  their  confequences  lead  to  pover- 
ty and  ruin  ;  but  a  mild  and  equitable 
adminiftration,  will  encourage  their 
hearts  and  ftrengthen  their  hands  to  exe- 
cute with  vigor  tliofe  meafurcs  which 
promote  the  flrcngth  and  fafety  of  the 
whole.  / 


To  lay  a  foundation  of  greater  fecuri- 
ty  to  ourfehes  is  indeed  a  laudable  mo- 

live 
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tive  to  fuch  efforts  ;  and  may  be  juftified 
by  the  principle  of  fclf-prefcrvation  :  But 
the  advantages  of  fuch  improvements 
will  not  be  confined  to  ourfelves — the 
more  populous  and  opulent  we  grow, 
the  more  able  we  fhall  be  to  defend  this 
important  part  of  the  Britijh  dominions 
• — the  more  our  nation  will  be  a  terror  to 
her  enemies — and  the  better  able  fhall  we 
be  to  make  remittance  for  what  we  (hall 
neceflarily  want  of  her  manufa^lures. 

By  a  proper  attention  to  the  general 
inrcrell,  and  vigorous  purfuits  of  mea- 
jures  that  tend  to  promote  it,  things 
may  be  put  into  fuch  a  fituation  as  to  be 
of  mutual  advantage.  The  growth  and 
profpcrity  of  her  colonies  muft  be  of 
real  advantage  to  Great-Britain. —  The 
means  for  exportation  being  increafed  in 
them,  will  be  fo  to  the  colonies,  by 
which  they  may  fink  their  prefent  heavy 
debts,  and  more  eafily  defray  neceflary 
public  charges,  , 

Tjie  fame  attention,  with  a  little  pri>- 
dence,  would  lead  us  to  retrench  extra- 
vagant 
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vagant  expenccs,  and  to  promote  fruga- 
lity, good  order,  and  induftry,  that  we 
might  give  a  fcafonable  check  to  incrca- 
fing  dcbiiit}^  enjoy  what  we  poflcfs  ro 
more  advantage  and  widen  the  founda- 
tion of  future  felicity.  Under  greater 
advantages  we  may  receive  monitory 
and  diredivc  hints,  by  turning  our  eye 
to  the  provident  ant,  'vjh'ich  having  no 
guide,  overjeer  or  ruler  provides  her  meat  in 
the  fummer  and  gathereth  her  food  in  the 
harveji. 

We  are  now  reaping  the  happy  fruits 
of  our  Fathers  hard  labor  and  ineffable 
fuficrings  ;  and  Hjall  not  a  concern  for 
future  generations  vco.xi\\  our  licarts — - 
produce  fome  a^bs  of  felf  denial,  and 
clofcr  application  for  their  fakes  ?  orfliall 
we  do  nothing  for  ouv  po/hrity  when 
the  firfl  renowned  fcttlers,  here,  did  fo 
much  for  theirs  ?  Could  they  look  down 
— or  ratlier  be  permitted  in  flelh  to  vifit 
their  dear-bought  country,  with  what 
aftoniOiment  would  tiicy  behold  the  un- 
grateful negleifl  —  with  what  feverity 
reprove  the  protlitution  of  patrimo- 
f.  3  mi\ 
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nial  privileges,  and  chide  the  cri- 
minal want  of  philanthropy,  ia  their 
degenerate  offspring  :  and  with  what 
ardor  would  they  urge  them  to  perfect 
the  work  they  had  nobly  begun,  and 
thereby  make  room  for  millions  yet  uiv 
born  quietly  to  enjo}'  their  natural,  their 
civil,  and  religious  liberties. 

In  fine.  To  fecure  his  own,  and  to 
promote  the  happincfs  of  others,  is  the 
part  of  every  one  in  this  great  aflembly. 
To  this  end  were  wc  born,  and  for  tbis  caufe 
came  we  into  the  ivcrld.  We  were  placed 
in  that  rank  of  being,  and  under  thofe 
circumlianccs,  which  the  infinitely  wife 
and  good  Creator  faw  proper.  And  as 
we  are  moral  agents,  and  accountable ; 
it  is  of  great  importance  to  us  in  every 
ftation,  to  keep  in  view  the  end  of  our 
being  called  into  exiftcncc. 

This  is  but  the  bud  of  being — we 
are  candidates  for  a  fucceeding  flate  ;  in- 
to which,  we  are  afTured  by  the  go/pel  of 
the  Son  of  God,  the  confequcnces  of  our 
^tlions  in  this^  will  follow  us.    Nor  in 
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the  conftitutlon  of  things  have  we  long 
to  continue  here,  but  mortaUty  will  foon 
tranflate  us  to  the  ftate  of  retribution. 
With  what  care  then  fhould  wc  avoid  o- 
very  adlion  debafing  to  the  mind,  and 
with  what  afliduity  purfue  thofe  that  tend 
to  raife  it  to  nobler  heights. 

By  inattention  and  vice  we  may  for- 
feit the  bleflings  of  creation  and  redemption, 
and  by  a  continued  courfe  of  fordid  and 
unworthy  actions,  difhonorary  to  God 
and  unfriendly  to  mankind,  we  may  fi- 
nifti  the  ruins  of  our  nature  ;  and  put 
ourfelves  into  fuch  a  flate,  that  it  would 
have  been  good  for  us  if  we  had  never  been 
born.    But  by  a  diligent  improvement  of 
the  talents  committed  to  our  truft  in  ex- 
ercifes  of  piety  towards  God,  and  charity 
to  men,  we  may  enoble  the  mind,  'and 
qualify  it  for  the  fublime  happinefs  for 
which  it  was  originally  defigned.  Having 
therefore  a^led  our  part  with  fidelity  in 
the  fcrvice  of  God  and  our  generation, 
we  fhall  quit  this  imperfecfl  ftate  with, 
dignity  and  honor,  and  rife  luperiorto 
the  highcll:  grandeur  and  felicity  in  thefe 

regioas 


regions  of  mortality  ;  and  by  the  immeri- 
ted  munificence  of  the  Creator 

 1  •walk  — 

High  in  SalvatioD,and  theClimes  of  Blifs.* 


THE  END. 
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ERRATA. 

'^S^  3$>  Lioe  2.  read,  agreeably. 
Page  38.  Line       for  heart  read  head. 
Page  39,  Lioe  2,  read  this  qualification. 
Page  46.  Lioe  3,  read  a  veoeratioo. 
P?gC48^  Lioe  i,  re^d  to  frijillrate. 
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Minifters  of  the  Gofpel  fpiritual  Guides 
to  their  People. 

(•••••••••••••••••••••••••! 

H  E  B  R  E  w  Sy  XIII.  7. 

"  REMEMBER  them  which  have  the  Rule 
over  you,  who  have  fpoken  unto  you  the 
word  of  GOD  :  whofc  Faith  follow,  cori' 
fidcring  the  end  of  their  Converfation." 

UPON  the  firft  view  of  the  words  now  read, 
they  may  appear  as  an  exhortation  to  the 
Hebrews,  properly  to  regard  fuch  as  were 
now  with  them,  and  afting  among  them  as 
minlfters  of  the  gofpel.  "  Remember  them  which  have 
the  rule  over  you."  &c.  But  there  are  feveral  things 
obfervable  in  the  text,  which  perfuade  me  the  infpired 
writer  is  here  fpeaiiing,  not  of  fuch  as  were  now  prefent 
with  them,  and  labouring  among  them,  but  of  fome  who 
\vere  removed  from  them  by  death,  whofe  memory,  on 
•  account  of  their  exemplary  behaviour  and  faithful 
fervices  ought  Hill  to  be  dear  to  them. 

This,  indeed,  is  intimated  by  the  manner  of  exprefllon 
in  the  beginning  of  the  text ;  "  Remember  them,"  &c. 
Things  which  have  been,  but  are  now  pafl ;— pcrlons 
who  have  been  with  us,  but  are  now  departed  and  gene, 
are  aofl  properly  the  objeds  of  our  remembrance. 

Thi. 
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This  is  intimated  likcwife  by  thefe  words — "  who 
have  fpoken  to  you  the  word  of  God." — Not,  who  now 
fpcak  to  you,  but  who  have  fpoken  to  you,  i,  c.  in  time 
palTed.    "  Remember  them  which  have  fpoken  to  you 
the  word  of  God."    Nor  is  it  an  objeftion  of  any  weight 
that  thefe  are  reprefentcd  in  the  beginning  cf  the  verfe 
as  if  now  prefent  with  them  :  "  Remember  them  which 
have  the  rule  over  you  :" — For  the  fenfe  from  the  ori- 
ginal words  is  flriftly  this;  *  "  Remember,  or  keep  in 
mind,  your  guides,  who  have  fpoken  to  you  the  word 
of  God."    Rulers,  or  "  ihofe  which  have  the  ruje  over 
you,"  is  not  fo  juft  a  tranflation,  nor  fo  agreeable  to  the 
chara£ter  of  the  pcrfons  here  referred  to.  Minifters 
of  the  gofpel  are  rplers  of  their  people,  chiefly  as  they 
lead  and  guide  them  by  their  doftrines,  or  by  fpeaking 
to  them  the  word  of  God  ; — as  they  fet  before  thcra 
the  things  of  their  duty,  and  point  out  to  them  the  path 
of  life.    The  tranflation  therefore,  I  apprehend,  would 
have  been  much  more  proper  and  intelligible  thus ; — 
"  Retnember  your  guides,  who  have  fpoken  to  you  the 
word  of  God  ;  whofe  faith  follow  :  confidering  the  end 
of  their  converfation,"    And  thefe  laft  words  ; — "  the 
end  of  their  converfation;"  fuggeds  another  proof  that 
fuch  were  referred  to,  as  by  death  had  now  fmiflicd 
their  minifterial  labours :  For  the  word  here  rendered, 
I  "  the  end,"  fignifies  not  the  manner  or  tenor  of  their 
converfation,  but  the  c/o/}  or  jinijlnng  of  it ;  the  end 
of  their  miniftry  and  life. 

It  is  highly  probable  that  fome,  who  had  preached 
the  gofpel  to  the  Hebrews  had  already  fuffered  martyr- 
dom in  its  caufe  ;  and  by  their  fidelity  and  fteadfaftnefe 
even  unto  death,  had  borne  a  noble  tcftimony  to  the 
truth  and  divinity  of  its  doctrines.  And  the  Hebrews 
were  now  exhorted  to  remember  fuch  their  deceafed 
guides  in  religion,  and  to  confider  with  what  heroick 
fortitude  they  even  layed  down  their  lives  in  profellion 
and  defence  of  the  gofpel  they  had  preached  ;  they  wcro 
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exhorted  to  thefe  things,  as  a  powerful  argument  to  en- 
courage and  animate  them  to  follow  their  example,  in  a 
like  firm  and  unfhaken  adherance  tothegofpel  they  had 
received  :  For  this  fccms  to  be  the  intention  and  force 
of  thofe  words  in  the  text  ; — "  whofe  faith  follow",  j.  c. 
whole  good  example  as  well  as  inflru£lion9  ; — whofe 
perfevering  fidelity  in  the  truths  and  ways  of  God,  da 
you  imitate.  For  thus  faith  fometimes  intends  not 
meerly  the  dofirines  of  faith,  i.  e.  of  the  gofpel,  or  a 
belief  of  thofe  doctrines,  but  fidelity,  or  perfeVering 
fteadfiiftnefs  therein,  under  temptations  and  trials. 

Agreeably  we  have  that  exhortation,  *  "  fight  the 
good  fight  of  faith" — u  e.  go  on  with  refolution  in  the 
fervice  of  God,  under  all  aflaults  and  difcouragements. 
And  the  apoftle  Paul  fpeaks  thus  of  himfelf.f*"  I  have 
fought  a  good  fight,  I  have  finiflied  my  courfe,  I  have 
kept  the  faith."  i.  e.  He  had  continued  immoveable  in 
the  fervice  of  God  under  all  trials  and  fufFerings.  And 
thus  chrifiians  are  exhorted.  "  Be  nor  flothful  but  fol- 
lowers of  them,  who  through  faith  and  patience  inherit 
the  promifes."  This  is  the  character  of  thofe  who 
inherit  the  promifes : — They  are  fuch  as  maintain  their 
fidelity  in  the  ways  of  God  ; — who  take  up  their  crofs 
and  follow  Jefus,  by  a  patient  and  perfevering  courfe 
in  well-doing. 

And  from  thefe  remarks  upon  the  text,  the  general 
fenfe  of  it,  I  conceive,  may  be  well  reprefented  thus. 

•*  Keep  tn  inind  your  deceafed  fpiritual  guides,  who 
have  fpoken  to  you  the  word  of  God,  whofe  good 
infl:ru(5lions  and  example  do  you  follow,  confidering 
how  they  finilhed  their  courfe  with  unQiaken 
ileadfaftnoTs  in  the  fervice  of  God." 

And  I  (hall  now,  by  divine  help,  difcourfe  to  you  oa 
the  following  obfervatlons  from  the  text,  viz. 

I.  Minlfters  of  the  gofpel  are  guides  to  their  people, 
efpecially  by  fpeaking  to  them  the  word  of  God. 

II.  I: 

*  I  Tim.  VI.  12.       t  2  Tim.  tv,  7, 
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II.  Ic  becomes  people,  when  thcfe  their  fpiritual 
guides  are  removed  from  them  by  death,  to  remem- 
ber them,  and  ftill  to  follow  their  good  iuftruc- 
tions  and  example.  And, 

III.  They  ftiould  be  encouraged  and  animated  in 
religfon,  by  confidering  with  Tshat  fteadfaftnefs 
their  deceafed  minifters  went  beFore  them,  and 
finidied  their  courfe  in  the  fervice  ot  God. 

I  (hall,  this  morning,  difcourfe  only  on  the  fitfl;  of 
thefe  obfervations,  viz. 

I.  Minifters  of  the  gofpel  are  guides  tothei'-  [T'onle, 
efpecially  by  fpeaking  to  them  the  word  oi  Gf'ci. 

This,  indeed,  is  not  the  only  thing  by  which  thej 
may,  and  by  which  they  ought  to  direct  and  Ifad  their 
people  in  the  paths  of  truth  and  righteoufnefs :  Fof' 
they  fliould  be  concerned  to  do  this  likewife  by  their 
own  example.  Miniltersof  the  gofpel  are  ftiicd  the 
light  of  the  world."  And  when  they  aft  up  to  their 
facred  charafter,  they  are  fo,  not  only  by  their  doftrine, 
but  alfo  by  their  lives.  When  they  live  agreeable  to 
thofe  divine  and  important  truths  they  deliver  to  others; 
— agreeable  to  the  holy  rules  and  precepts  of  the  gofpel, 
they  are  as  a  light  to  their  people,  pointing  out  to  them 
the  way  wherein  they  ought  to  walk  and  to  pleafeGod. 
By  this  they  become,  as  it  were,  a  living  gofpel  to  their 
hearers :  Shew  them  the  nature  and  prafticablenefs  of  re- 
ligion ; — exhibit  much,  and  in  a  flriking  view,  the  beaiHy 
and  amiablenefs  of  it,  and  are  apt  to  lead  them  into  an 
cfteem  and  choice  thereof,  and  to  guide  and  encourage 
them  in  the  way  to  bleffednefs. 

And  agreeably  our  biefled  Saviour,  who  was  emi- 
nently the  light  of  the  world,  thus  direfts  and  exhorts 
them  for  this  purpofe.  -f  "Let  you  light  fo  Ihine  before 
men,  that  they  may  fee  your  good  works  and  glorify 
your  Father  which  is  in  heaven."  And  from  hence  we 
ice  the  great  importance  of  virtue  and  godlincfi  in  the 

life 
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life  of  a  minifter.  Hfs  rtiiniftry  is  likely  to  be  of  great 
and  happy  advanragc  indeed,  when  the  lacred  truths, and 
divine  maxims  he  delivers  to  his  people,  are  thus  con- 
tinually recommended  and  enforced  by  his  own  example. 

Who  can  be  fo  blinded  by  his  lulls  and  paffions,  as 
riot  to  fee  and  regard  the  light  of  life,  when  thus 
{Lining  upbn  him,  as  it  were,  with  redoubled  luftre  f 
Who  fo  liardned  and  dbftinate  in  his  fins,  as  not  to  feci 
the  force  of  thefe  united  charms  of  goodnefs  ? 

Biit,  as  I  faid  before  j  minillers  of  the  gofpel  are 
guides  to  their  people,  efpecially  by  fpeaking  to  thena 
the  word  of  God.  This  is  particularly  pointed  at  ia 
the  beginning  of  the  text.  "  Remember  your  guideswhd 
have  fpoken  to  you  the  word  of  God." 

The  word  of  God,  is  the  great  inftrument  under  the 
influences  of  the  holy  fpirit,  of  enlightning  mens  minds ; 
of  inftrufting  them  in  the  things  of  their  duty  and  hap- 
pinefs,  and  dire£ling  them  in  the  path  of  life.  And  this 
is  committed  in  an  efpccial  manner  to  Chrift's  niiniflers; 
and  it  is  made  a  main  part  of  their  ofEce  and  employ- 
ment to  difpenfe  the  fame  to  their  people,  Snd  thereby 
to  inftruft  and  lead  them  in  the  right  way.  Agreeably 
the  aportle  Paul  thus  fpeaks  of  his  being  put  into  the 
miniftry,  and  having  the  gofpel  committed  fo  his  truft. 

According  to  the  glorious  gofpel  of  the  blefled  God, 
Which  was  committed  to  my  trult.  And  I  thank  Jefusf 
Chrift  our  Lord,  who  hath  coabied  me,  for  that  he 
counted  me  faithful,  putting  me  into  the  miniftry."  Sa 
again.  \ "  But  hath  in  due  time  mauifefted  his  word 
through  preaching  which  is  committed  onto  me"  S:c. 

This  does  not  imply,  indeed,  that  the  gofpel,  or  the 
vord  of  Gjd,  is,  in  no  lenfe,  committed  toothers  befide? 
Chrift's  minifters.  That  is  certainly  an  impious  contri- 
vance, and  horrid  impofitioti  of  the  church  of  Rome, — 
Their  with-holding  the  bible,  in  the  fullnefs  and  purity 
of  ir,  from  the  common  people,  and  thereby  taking  from 
.them  the  key  or  knowledge,  and  keeping  them,  as  tc" 
ft?me  important  things,  in  blindnefs  and  ignorance. 

B  The 
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The  word  of  God  is  committed  to  all  for  their  read- 
ing and  indruftion  ; — for  their  ftudy  and  meditation,  that 
ic  may  dwell  in  them  richly.  It  is  committed  to  Chrifl's 
minifters,  however,  in  fome  fpecial  and  peculiar  fenfe. 
They  are,  in  Chrifl's  name  and  as  his  ambafladors,  to 
difpenfe  it  to  the  people,  and  to  urge  their  regard  to  i: 
by  all  the  great  motives  to  piety,  virtue,  and  goodnefs 
contained  therein.  Thus  St.  Paul  fpeaks  of  himfelf  and 
other  minifters  of  the  gofpel.  f"  Now  then  we  are  am- 
bafladors for  Chrill,  as  though  God  did  befeech  you  by 
us,  we  pray  you  inChrift's  Head, be  ye  reconciled  toGod." 

And  in  another  plice  this  apoftle  thus  reprefents  the 
great  end  and  defign  of  his  preaching  the  gofpel,  when 
he  was  commiflioned  and  fent  forth  to  this  work  by  our 
blefTed  Saviour. — *"  I  fend  thee  to  open  their  eyes,  and 
to  turn  them  from  darknefs  to  light,  and  from  the  power 
of  Satan  unro  God,  that  they  may  receive  forgivenefs  of 
fins,  and  inheritance  annong  all  them  that  are  fanftified 
by  faith  that  is  in  me." 

In  this  efpecially  miniflers  are  to  be  guides  to  their 
people,  viz.  in  fpt  aking  to  them  the  word  of  God.  In 
this  are  contained  thofe  divine  Inftriiftioris,  connfels  and 
directions  thev  are  to  declare  and  publifti.  Thefe  they 
are  to  let  I '  .  r  e  :^eir  people,  fo  far  as  they  can,  in 
their  true  lenie  and  genuine  meaning,  with  a  view  to 
enlighten  their  minds,  and' to  inllruft  them  in  the  know- 
ledge of  God's  hofy  will  and  of  their  duty  ; — of  the 
way  to  his  favor  and  eternal  life  by  Jefus  Chrift  : — With 
a  view  to  have  thefe  things  imprelTcd  tipon  their  hearts j 
and  to  their  becoming,  through  the  bleflmg  of  God, 
efficacious  in  changing  the  temper  of  their  minds,  and 
forming  them  to  the  love  and  practice  of  virtue  and  good- 
nefs ;  and  training  them  up  in  the  way  of  holinefs,  for 
the  purity,  the  joys  and  pleafures  of  the  heavenly  world. 

In  this  confills  much  of  a  minifler's  work,  and  hereiir 
he  is  ever  to  aift  as  the  fervant  of  the  mod  high  God  ; — 
as  having  received,  not  only  his  comraiffion,  but  all 
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his  inflruftion,  from  him.  Thus,  I  fay,  he  is  a  guide 
to  his  people  by  fpeaking  toihem  the  word  of  God  :— 
Not  therefore  his  own  private  opinions,  as  divine  truth  ; 
— not  the  opinions  of  others.  For  this,  he  has  received 
no  commifGon  as  a  niinifter  of  Chrill,  and  difpenler  of 
the  gofpel : — for  this  he  has  no  auihoriiy.  The  f.icrcd 
fcriprures,  which  are  committed  unto  him,  he  is  ever  to 
make  the  touchflone  and  ftandard  of  his  do^frines. 

But  may  not  a  miniQer,  fome  may  be  ready  to  zfk, 
deliver  to  his  people  his  own  opinion  upon  religious 
fubje^ts  ?  May  he  not  deliver  to  them  the  thoughts  and 
fentiments  of  others,  who  have  been  celebrated  teachers, 
and  efteemed  as  fliining  lights  in  the  churches  P  No 
doubt  he  may,  with  great  propriety,  and  oftentimes 
with  great  advantage  ;  hereby  aflifting  their  intelleOual 
powers,  and  helping  them  more  clearly  to  fee,  and  better 
to  underftand  the  truths  of  God.  But  then  he  has  no 
authority  to  impofe  his  own  or  others  opinions  upon 
the  underftanding  and  faith  of  his  hearers. 

The  fentiments  of  all  uninfpired  men,  though  ever 
fo  revered  for  the  remoiencfs*  of  the  age  in  which  they 
B  2  lived, 

•  That  foperior  reverence  fome  appear  to  have  for  writings  of 
ancient  date,  upon  religious  Aihjeifls,  and  ftrongattachment  to 
the  fentiments  therein  contained,  as  ifpecu'iarly  facrcd,  is  vhat 
I  have  often  wondered  at,  and  know  not  how  to  accounr  for. 
Was  tlie  truth  of  human  writings  upon  tliefe  fuhjefts  to  be  de- 
termined by  their  age,  fuch  regard  would  be  reafonabie,  and 
by  how  much  older  they  were,  by  fo  much  the  better,  or  mor? 
true  (hould  they  be  judged.  But  if  the  fentiments  in  fuch  hu- 
man compofitions,  ought  to  he  efleemed  true  or  falfe,  only  as 
they  agree,  or  difagree  with  the  word  of  CoJ,  which  is  ever 
the  fanje,  their  being  of  earlier  or  later  date,  is  of  no  manner 
of  confcquence,  nor  ought,  in  the  leafl,  to  add  to,  or  diminifli 
their  weight.  Nor  can  it  be  reafonahly  fuppofeJ  that  ancient 
uninfpired  writers  (I  fpeak  of  thofe  who  lived  at,  or  near  the 
beginning  of  the  reformation  from  popery)  had  any  fuperior 
underftanding  and  knowledge  of  the  truth  of  God.  Luther, 
Zuinglius,  Calvin  and  others,  who  began  and  promoted  the 
reformation  at  firfl,  were  gre.ic  men  in  their  day,  and 
eminently  ufeful.  But  it  is  unreafoiuble  to  fuppofe  that  theli: 
^ti^,  juU  emerging  qm.\  of  the  i^norancq  and  fu^erftitions 
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lived,  or  famed  for  their  learning,  knowledge  and  vir- 
tue, are  always  to  be  explained,  limited  and  underftood 
by  the  word  of  God,  and  not  the  word  of  God  by  thefe, 
i.  e.  the  word  of  God,  and  not  thele  human  opinions,  is 
to  be  regarded  and  improved  as  the  meafiire  and  llan- 
dard  of  truth  :  And  a  minilter  after  all  his  endeavours 
to  alTifl  the  underftanding  of  his  hearers,  is  to  leave  it 
with  them  to  fee  and  judge  for  ihemfelves  ;  and  they 
3re  to  fearch  the  fcriptures,  whether  the  things  which 
they  hear  are  fo. 

Nor  does  this,  whatever  fome  might  be  ready  to  ima« 
gine,  in  the  lead  derogate  frcra  the  juft  importance  of 
a  minifter's  oiHce  and  charat^er  ;  nor  invefl  his  hearers 
with  any  priviledge,  to  which  they  have  no  right.  For 
what  is  his  office  f  What  is  his  work  ?  He  is  to  be  a 
guide  to  his  people.  But  how  ?  By  fpeaking  to  them,— 
not  his  own  words,  or  thofe  of  others  :  By  teaching 
them, — not  his  own  femiments,  or  the  fentiments  ot 
others  ;  but  by  fpeaking  to  them  the  word  of  God. 
This  he  is  cominanced  to  deliver  : — This  they  are  di- 
refted  to  hear  : — This  they  are  to  believe  and  regard. 

And  how  important,  in  this  view  of  it,  is  the  mini- 
ftcrial  office?  How  beneficial  may  be  the  labours  of  this 
fervant  of  Chriff,  aqd  of  fouls  ?  It  is  his  office  and  bu- 
linefs  to  publilh  the  m.ind  and  will  of  God  :  — to  deliver 
to  his  people  the  words  of  eternal  life  : — To  pigce  iq 
their  view  the  facred  fcripturcs,  as  a  divine  light  fivning 
do\^'n  from  heaven,  and  defigned  to  dir^  and  lead 
them  to  that  happy  world. 

It 

of  the  chnrch  of  Rome,  ftould  have  fo  juft  und  perfedl  an 
underftanding  of  the  fcripturcs,  in  all  points,  as  many  who 
have  come  after  them,  and  have  certainly  had  greater  advan- 
tages. Nor  have  I  any  doubt,  but  that  there  have  been,  and 
now  are  among  protelfants,  men,  whofe  underftanding  of  the 
word  of  Cod  ;  — or  its  true  fenfe  and  rneanintf,  at  lead,  as  to 
many  particuUr  thiiips,  is  far  fuper'or  toljiat  of  thefe  eminer.t 
j-efot  mers,  and  of  others  near  their 'ime  ;  as  vie  may  cvpef^ 
and  hope  that  r>:me  who  fiiall  yet  ;irire  will,  in  fome  things,  ac 
leaft,  furp^fs  \\i  ppderftanding  and  kaov.  ledge  of  the  trv.lt,  a|i 
%hni  hav«  gone  befor*  then). 
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It  is  his  work  to  (hew  them  from  hence  their  perifli- 
ing  condition  as  finners,  and  to  dire^l  them  to  Jefus  as 
the  appointed  Saviour  : — To  (hew  them  from  the  ora- 
cles of  d^Yine  truth,  the  appointed  way  to  forgivenefs 
and  favor  with  God,  and  to  eternal  bleffednefs. 

He  is  fcnt  among  his  people  as  a  meflenger  from  God, 
with  commiffion  to  publifli  to  them  the  glad  tidings  of 
falvation.  He  (lands  up  among  his  brethren  as  a  friendly 
monitor,  whofe  appointed  bufinefs  it  is  to  watch  for  their 
good ; — to  warn  them  againft  the  path  of  deftru£lion 
and  ruin,  and  to  direft,  encourage  and  animate  them  in 
the  way  of  life. 

How  important,  in  this  view,  is  the  office  of  a  gofpcl 
minifter  i*  And  how  amiable  his  appearance  whenafting 
up  to  the  dignity  of  his  facred  charafter  ?  * "  How 
beautiful  are  the  feet  of  them  that  preach  the  gofpel  of 
peace;  and  bring  glad  tidings  of  good  things  ?"  Their 
coming  to  a  people  as  the  melTengers  of  God  ; — As  the 
ambafladors  of  Jefus  Chrift,  in  the  fulnefsof  theble(nngs 
of  the  gofpel,  ought  to  be  confidered  as  an  high  favor 
of  heaven.  While  they  are  faithfully  labouring  with 
a  people,  in  the  gofpel  miniftry,  they  ought  to  be  highly 
c(leemed  in  love  for  their  work  fake;  and  when  they 
are  removed  from  their  places  by  death,  their  departure 
is  juftly  to  be  lamented  as  a  great  and  important  lofs. 

But  I  (hall  not  enlarge  any  further  here.  Mydefign 
was  to  difcourfe  but  briefly  on  this  part  of  my  fubjeft  ; 
and  fliall  now  conclude  with  fome  reflexions  upon  what 
y/e  have  heard.  And, 

I.  A  people,  to  whom  God  fends  his  fervants, — the 
minirters  of  his  word  ; — to  whom  Chrifl  fends  his 
ambaffadors,  to  publifli  and  declare  his  gofpel, 
ought  with  care  and  diligence  to  attend  upon  their 
miniftry, 

Minifters  of  the  gofpel  being  ftiled  guides  to  their 
people,  implies  that  thefe  ought  to  attend  to  their  in- 
ftru£lions,  and  to  receive  the  word  of  God  at  their 

mouth. 
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mouth.  For  to  what  purpofe  are  they  appointed  to  this 
work  ? — To  what  purpofe  are  they  fent  as  ChrilPs 
ambalTadors  to  a  people,  if  they  are  not  to  be  liftencd  to 
and  re>?arded  ?  Worthy  of  blame  therefore,  and  of 
reproof  are  all  fuch  as  needlefsly  abfent  themfelves  from 
the  houfe  of  God,  and  from  the  public  difpenfation  of 
his  word;  and  their  charafter,  with  their  awful  danger, 
may  be  confidered  as  thus  reprefented  by  our  blefled 
Saviour — f "  This  is  the  condemnation  that  light  is 
come  into  the  world,  and  men 'loved  darknefs  rather 
than  light  becaufe  their  deeds  were  evil.  For  every  one 
that  doth  evil,  hateth  the  light,  neither  comcth  to  the 
light,  left  his  deeds  (honld  be  reproved." 

2,  They  are  inexcufable,  and  their  ruin  will  be  upon 
their  own  heads,  who  being  favored  with  a  preach- 
ed gofpel,  fatisfy  themfelves  merely  with  the  hear- 
ing of  it,  while  they  obftinately  continue  in  their 
difobedience. 

The  minifters  of  the  gofpel  prefcnt  themfelves  as 
guides  to  thefe  in  the  way  of  life.  They  fet  befoi  o 
them  the  great  things  of  their  duty  and  happinefs,  anj 
urge  their  compliance  therewith  by  the  molt  powerful 
arguments;  but  they  negledt  their  inftruftions,  and  dif- 
regard  every  moving  perfuafion.  They  are  devoted  tp 
the  gratification  of  their  finful  lufls,  and  madly  purfue 
the  way  to  ruin.  The  charafter  and  condud  of  fuch 
we  have  thus  defcribed — *  "  They  come  unto  thee  as 
the  people  cometh,  and  they  fet  before  thee  as  my  peq- 
ple;  and  they  hear  thy  words,  but  they  will  not  do 
them :  For  with  their  mouth  they  (hew  much  love,  but 
their  heart  goeth  after  their  covetoufnefs."  And  their 
dreadful  danger  is  thus  reprefented  in  thefe  words  of 
Chrifl  to  the  minifters  of  the  gofpel.  f  "  He  that 
heareth  you  heareth  me:  and  he  thatdepifeth  you,  de- 
fpifeth  me  :  and  he  that  defpifeth  me,  defpifeth  him 
that  fent  me."  And  how  great  is  the  number  of  thefe 
in  nioft  of  our  religious  aflemblies  i*  How  great  the 

number, 
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humber^  who  conrtantly  attend  on  the  preaching  of  the 
gofpel,  but  live  in  dtfobedience  to  it  ? — Not  only  in 
negle£l  of  fpecial  ordinances,  but  of  the  practical  duties 
of  a  virtuous  and  good  life  ?  Are  not  all  ihefe  in  the 
Dumber  of  them  who  are  lifted  up  to  heaven  with  pri- 
Tileges,  and  are  in  danger  of  being  thrurt;  deep  into  hell 
for  their  abufe  of  them  ?  How  melancholy, — how 
itffe^ing  the  confideration  !  How  alarming  fliouid  it 
fee  to  perfons  of  this  charader  P 

3.  We  infer  from  what  we  have  heard,  what  ought 
to  be  people's  expectations  from  their  minifteis  as 
preachers  of  the  gofpel,  \rz.  That  they  faithfully 
declare  the  mind  and  will  of  God,  as  revealed  in  the 
facred  fcriptures : — That  they  fet  the  doClrines  of 
Chrift  bef  ore  them  in  a  clear  and  ftrong  light,  labour- 
ing to  imprefs  them  upon  the  mind  and  confcience. 

\Vhen  they  do  this,  they  certainly  a£l  in  character  as 
ininifters  of  the  word  of  God,  and  their  hearers  have  no 
reafon  to  complain.  It  is,  indeed,  fometimes  the  un- 
happinefs  of  fome  among  a  people,  that  they  are  much 
better  acquainted  with  the  writings  of  particular  men, 
than  with  the  facred  oracles ;  and  that  they  make  thefe", 
rather  than  the  word  of  God,  the  meafure  and  flandard 
cf  truth.  Hence  they  are  ever  ready  to  compare  what 
they  hear  with  thofe  human  compofitions  they  have 
adopted,  arid  forward  to  cenfure  and  condemn  every 
preacher  who  does  not  e.'saClly  and  fully  conform  him- 
felf  thereto.^  But 

*  Human,  uninfpJred  coitipofuions,  fuch  as  catechifmS  and  ccn- 
fellions  of  faith,  and  thofe  larger  writings  called  Bodies  of 
Divinity,  ma;;',  1  apprehend,  be  of  good  ufe  among  chrrftians, 
as  they  are  foppofet!  to  reprefent,  with  fome  conliderable  juft- 
nefs,  and  in  an  orderly  and  connefled  vie*-,  the  niain  princi- 
ples and  dutres  of  religion.  But,  1  think,  an  iir  julUfiable  and 
ill  ufe  is  made  of  thefe  writings,  whenever  they  become  tefls' 
of  orthodoxy,  and  are  improved  agaicft  any,  under  that 
charaifter. 

The  focred  fcriptures  contain  the  revelations  of  God  :  And  pro- 
icfiaa'.s,  from  their  very  priaciples,  as  fuch,  are  obliged  to 

acknowledge 
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But  all  this  is  certainly  wrong.  The  bible,— the 
facred  fcriptures  are  the  ftandard  of  divine  or  religious 
truths,  by  which  the  opinions  and  doctrines  of  all  are 

id 

acknowledge  tbefe  to  be  ihe  only  rule  or  ftandard,  by  which 
the  truth  of  religious  opiaiuus  and  doftiines,  is  to  be  tried  and 
judged  of. 

All  the(e  human,  uninfpired  cotnpofcres  therefore  ; — all  bodies 
of  divinity,  wheiher,greater  or  lefs  ; — all  confeftions  of  faith, 
whether  Scotch  or  Englifh  ; — and  all  catechilms,  whether  lon- 
ger or  fhoner  ; — thefe  arc  all,  jull  like  our  comoton  ftrmons 
(upon  a  kvel  with  which  they  all  ftand)  to  be  received  as.  the 
truth,  only  fo  far  as  they  appear  to  agree  with  the  word  ofGod, 
and  to  exprefs  the  fenfe  of  the  facred  oracles  ;  and  evdry  man 
muft  judge  for  himfelf  how  far  they  do  this. 

The  queftion  then  arifes — Who  has  a  right  or  authority  to  make 
thefe  the  ftandard  of  religious  opinions,  and  doftrines  ?  Who 
has  a  right  to  require  others  to  confent  to  them  as  the  truth, 
and  authority  to  cenfure  them  as  heretical,  if  they  will  not  ? 
No  one,  I  imagine,  can,  with  any  colour  of  realon,  pretend  to 
this  authority,  but  he  who  can  afTume  to  himlelf  the  power  ot 
infalibility  ;  becaufe  no  other  can  be  fure  that  he  does  not  re- 
quire a  confent  to  error  and  falfhood  inftead  of  truth  ;  nor 
could  any  other,  I  think,  challenge  a  right  to  fee  and  judge  for 
his  neighbour. 

But,  it  muft  be  obferved,  that  all  have  an  equal  claim  to  infalibi- 
lity :  —  Every  one  therefore  has  an  equal  right  and  ainhority,  to 
require  others  to  confent  to  what  human  writing  he  Ihall 
think  proper,  as  the  truth  :  A  plain  confequence  from  which 
I  conceive,  is  iliis,  that  no  man,  nor  any  number  of  men, have 
;>ny  right  or  authority  at  all  to  do  this.  For  to  fuppofe  a  maa 
has  authority  to  impofe  his  confedion  upon  his  neighbour  ; 
and,  at  the  fame  time,  to  fuppofe  his  neighbour  has  ihe  fame 
authority  over  htm,  i.  e.  that  they  have  anthority  to  impote 
confeftions  upon  each  other,  and  yet  are  obliged  t6  fubmii  to 
each  other,  is  a  very  palpable  abfurdity. 

'Tis  thought,  indeed,  by  fome,  that  fubfcription,  or  confent  to 
fuch  human  compofitions  may  be  lawfully  required,  provided 
it  be  done  with  certain  exceptions,  L  e.  fome  particular  articles 
in  thefe  human  writings  being  excepted  againft.  But  the  quef- 
tion arifes  ;  who  (hall  make  thefe  exceptions  ?  If  the  impoferi 
are  to  do  it,  and  then  have  authority  to  requirt  confent  tOl 
what  remains,  they  ftill  keep  up  their  claim  to  infalibility,  and 
right  to  underftand  and  judge  for  others.  If  they  who  zri 
required'  to  coRfcat,  are  to  make  thefe  exceptions,  they  may, 

doubtlels. 
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to  be  tried  and  judged  of.  And  people  fliould  confider 
that  minifters  of  the  gofpel  arc  the  fervants  of  Jefus 
Chrift,  and  have  it  folemnly  enjoined  upon  them  by  him, 
to  call  no  naan  mailer  upon  earth.  They  are  not  at 
liberty  to  deliver  for  divine  truth  what  they  pleafc,  or 
what,  they  may  think,  would  pleafe  their  hearers.  They 
are  to  be  guides  to  their  people  not  by  fpeaking  to  them 
the  opinions  or  fentiments  of  men,  but  the  word  of  God. 

Was  this  duly  confidered  and  properly  regarded,  and 
the  facred  fcriptures  fludied  and  improved  by  all,  as  the 
raeafure  and  fiandard  of  religious  truths,  it  might  prevent 
many  groundlefs  complaints,  and  needlefs  contentions, 
and  fcrve  to  promote  peace,  harmony  and  love  ;  and  the 
praftice  of  virtue  and  goodnefs  in  chriftian  focieties. 

4.  People  fllolild  be  thankful  to  God  for  the  inftitu- 
tion  of  the  gofpel  miniftry. 

Minifters  being  guides  to  their  people,  in  the  gteit 
^nd  momentous  concerns  of  their  precious  and  immortal 
fouls,  fufficiently  declares,  not  only  the  importance  of 

C  their 

doubtlefs,  except  againft  as  muth  as  they  think  proper  ;  and 
againft  the  whole  of  fuch  human  compofure  ;  if  they  judge 
it  not  agreeable  to  the  word  of  God  :  And  if  they  have  a  right 
to  do  this,  their  doing  it  ought  to  be  no  offence  ;  for  a  inan^s 
doing  what  he  has  an  acknowledged  right  to  do,  certainly 
ought  not  to  oftend  any  body.  And  this  is  reducing  thefo 
human  compofition^  exaffly  to  their  proper  ftate,  i.  e.  to  Noth- 
ing at  all  as  a  ftandard  of  revealed  truth. 

Let  thefe  human  writings  be  kept  in  their  proper  rank  and  place, 
and  be  made  ufe  of  for  their  proper  ends,  i.  e.  As  general 
fcbemes  and  fummaries  of  religion,  drawn  up  by  fallible  men  ; 

■  not  to  be  impofed  upon  any,  as  neceflary  articles  of  faith,  but 
to  be  examined  by  the  w  ord  of  God,  and  received,  or  not  re- 
ceived for  truth,  according  to  every  one's  underftanding  and 
judgment.  Thus  they  may  be,  not  only  harmlefs,  but  inrtruc- 
tive  and  ufeful  things  among  chriftianf.  But  to  demand  any 
one's  explicit  conient  to  them,  by  fubfciption  or  otherwife,  as 
a  necefT.iry  qualification  to  any  ofHce  or  privilege  in  the  king- 

•  dam  ofCbrilt, appears  to  me  arbitrary  and  tyrannical ; — incon- 
lirtent  with  the  liberty  of  privats  judgment,  and  deftruffive  of 
the  facreJ  rights  of  confcience  ;  and  much  better  calculated  to 
maike  men  hypocritical  and  corrupt,  than  to  prove  their  fiuce- 
titj  aad  fouadaefs  ia  the  faith. 
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their  office,  but  I'kewife  the  beneficent  defign  of  a 
cious  God,  in  their  appointment  thereto,  and  loudly 
calls  for  their  gratitude  to  heaven. 

Under  this  view  of  things,  that  languagp  of  the  apoftle 
highly  becomes  a  people  favored  with  the  gofpel  mi- 
niflry — f  "  Bleffed  be  the  God  and  Father  of  our  Lord 
Jefus  Chrifl,  who  hath  blefled  us  with  all  fpiritual  blef- 
Cngs  in  heavenly  places  in  Chrift." 

It  by  no  means  nullifies  a  people's  obligations  of 
thanhfulnefs  to  God  on  this  account,  that  they  have  the 
gofpel  in  their  hand?  in  a  language  they  underftand,  and 
are  able  of  themfelves  to  learn  the  things  of  their  duty  :  — 
Nor  eren  if  they  know  as  much  or  more  than  their 
teachers. 

The  buTmefs  of  a  gofpel  minifter  Is  not  to  make  new 
revelations,  or  to  explain  and  teach  dark  and  myrtericus 
things  which  are  not  revealed.  His  great  work,  as  a 
preacher  of  the  gofpel,  is  to  place  before  his  people  ia 
a  jiifl;  and  ftrong  light  the  truths  which  are  revealed 
tfnecially  the  plain  and  mod  important  truths  of  God's 
holy  word,  and  to  inculcate  add  imprefs  them  upon 
their  minds. 

What,  If  they  already  onderfland  fome,  or  all  or 
thefe  ?  Yet  they  need  to  have  their  minds  often  ftir- 
red  up  by  way  of  remembrance  : — They  need  ro  be 
often  minded  of  their  duty  and  exhorted  to  it : — They 
want  to  be  called  upon  and  urged  to  attend  to  the  things 
of  their  eternal  peace : — To  be  cautioned  and  guarded 
againft  fnares  and  dangers  in  their  way  to  heaven,  and 
to  be  encouraged  and  quickened  in  their  progrefs  to 
that  happy  world. 

In  this  view  of  the  gofpel  minlftry,  it  Is  certainly  an 
infticution  of  great  importance,  and  highly  expreffive  of 
the  wifdom  and  goodnefs  of  God.  It  is  what  a  people 
ought  to  be  thankful  for  :  To  prize  while  they  enjoy  it ; 
and  to  be  humbled,  as  under  a  frown  of  divine  provi- 
dence, when  God  removes  from  them  the  faithful  mi- 
aiders  of  his  word. 

And 

t  Eph.  I.  3. 
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And  confidering  the  folemnity  ""^  upon  which  Tome  of 
us  are  prefentJy  to  attend,  fo  excellently  fitted  to  lead 
our  thoughts  to  Jefus  Chrifl,  and  to  mind  us  of  our 
obligations  to  him,  and  to  a  merciful  God,  whofe  gifc 
to  us  he  is,  I  may  not  impertinently  add, 

5.  We  ought  to  be  thankful  to  God  for  his  fon  our 
blelTed  Saviour,  who  is  eminently  our  guide  in  the 
way  to  life  and  happinefs. 

Chrift  is  the  prime  minifter  of  God  in  the  great 
affair  of  our  falvation  :  He  perfetTiIy  knew  his  will,  for 
he  was  in  the  bofom  of  the  Father  ;  and  has  faithfully 
delivered  it  to  us,  fo  far  as  is  needful  for  us  to  know  and 
underftand  it  in  the  prcfent  flate.  He  is  eminently  the 
light  of  the  world,  and  came  to  guide  uur  feet  into  the 
way  of  peace.  He  has,  not  only  by  his  docftrines  fliewu 
us  the  way  to  heaven,  bur,  as  our  guide  and  leader,  has 
gone  before  us  in  all  the  pracftice  of  a  pious  and  virtu- 
ous life,  thereby  leaving  us  an  example  that  we  lliould 
follow  his  ftcps. 

Ordinary  miniflers  of  the  gofpel  are  not  fuffered  to 
continue  long  with  their  people  by  reafon  of  death. 
You,  my  hearers,  have  lately  had  a  melancholy  con- 
viction of  this  truth,  in  the  removal  of  your  beloved 
paftor  from  you,  whofe.,death  you  juftly  mourn  But 
Qur  exalted  redeemer  has  triumphed  over  death  and  the 
grave,  and  lives  immortal  in  the  heavens.  Thus  he 
CxprelTes  himfelf  for  the  comfort  and  encouragement 
of  his  people,  flam  he  that  liveth  and  was  jdeaj, 
and  behold  I  am  alive  for  evermore."  Chrifl  lives  and 
reigns  as  the  head  of  his  church,  and  its  watchful  and 
powerful  guardian  and  friend.  His  gofpel— His  doc- 
trines— His  ordinances  remain.  Wben  earthly  teachers 
ceafe  from  among  the  living  ;— when  thefe  fervants  of 
God  are  removed  into  darknefs  and  we  mull:  fee  their 
face  and  hear  their  voice  no  more,  Chrifl  continues  the 
fame,— our  inflruClor  and  guide.    For  this  unfi)cakable 

gift  ' 

*  Tbi  Lord's  Supper,  |  Rev.  i,  x8. 
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gift  oar  thanks  are  due  to  a  gracious  God.  And  it 
doubtlefs  becomes  you,  my  hearers,  in  your  prefent  be- 
reaved ftare  to  repair  unto  Jefus  as  your  compafTionqtc 
and  faithful  friend.  Make  his  gofpel  much  your 
ftudy  : — Attend  to  his  divine  inftruftions,  and  make 
ihefe  now  your  guide. 

And  let  us  manifeft  our  love  and  refpeft  for  him  by 
a  ready — a  thankful  and  devout  attendance  on  the  holy 
ordinance  of  his  fupper.  Let  us  here  call  him  to  mind 
with  devout  and  pious  gratitude,  and  afrefh  devote  our- 
felves  to  obey  and  ferve  him. 

Should  a  people  keep  in  memory  their  earthly  guides, 
who  were  weak,  frail  and  mortal  like  themfelves  ;  and 
who  could  do,  comparacively,  but  little  for  ihem  ;  how 
much  greater  reafon  have  we  to  remember  him, who  eveii 
came  down  from  heaven  to  fliew  us  the  way  of  life  ; — 
who,  as  the  captain  of  our  falvation,  appeared  with  a 
diflinguiflied  charaftcr  againft  our  fpiritual  enemies  ; — 
who  fuffered  in  our  caufe  and  for  our  fakes  ; — yea,  who 
readily  facrificed  his  very  life  lor  our  happinefs 

Let  us  ever  keep  in  mind  thofe  divine  inflru^lions 
he  has  left  us,  and  be  concerned  to  imitate  the  holy 
example  he  has  fet  before  us.  And  1st  the  remembrance 
of  what  he  has  done  and  fuffered  on  our  behalf,  keep 
alive  in  our  fouls,  a  fenfe  of  our  obligations  to  him,  and 
infpire  us  with  refolution  and  fortitude  to  follow  him 

as  our  guide  and  leader  in  all  the  ways  of  God  :  

Through  all  trials ; — through  all  difficulties  to  which  we 
may  be  called;  afTuring  ourfelves  that  by  his  flrengthen- 
ing  of  us,  we  fhall  be  able  to  do  all  things ;  and  that 
if  we  are  faithful  unto  death,  he  will  give  us  a 
crown  of  life. 

The  End  of  the  firft  ScTmon. 


SERMON  II, 


Sermon  II. 


Minifters  of  the  Gofpel,  as  fpiritual  Guides 
to  their  People,  to  be  remembered  by  them 
after  their  Deceafe  ;  and  their  good  Inftruc- 
tions  and  Example  to  be  followed. 


H  E  B  R  E  W  S,    XIII.  7. 

"  REMEMBER  them  which  have  the  Rule 
over  you,  who  have  fpoken  unto  you  the 
■word  of  GOD  :  whole  Faith  follow,  cpn- 
(idering  the  end  of  their  Converfation." 

IN  introducing,  in  the  morning,  thefe  paflages  of 
facred  fcripture,  as  a  foundation  upon  which  1  was 
going  to  difcoui  fe,  I  offered  fome  remarks  refpec- 
ting  feveral  expreffions  here,  from  the  whole  of  which 
I  fuppofed  the  general  fenfe  of  the  text  might  be  well 
reprefented  thus. 

"  Keep  in  mind  your  deceafed  fpiritual  guides,  who 
have  fpoken  to  you  the  word  of  God  ;  whofe 
good  inftruftions  and  example  do  you  follow,  con- 
fidering  how  they  finilhed  their  courfe  with  ua- 
fliaken  fteadfallnefs  in  the  fervice  of  God." 

Upon  this  view  of  the  text,  I  propofed  to  confider 
the  following  things,  as  truths  aflerted  in  it,  or  to  be 
juftly  deduced  and  concluded  from  it,  viz. 

I.  Minifters  of  the  gofpel  are  guides  to  their  people, 
cfpecially  by  fpeaking  to  ihem  the  word  of  God. 

II.  It 
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II.  It  becomes  people,  when  thefe  their  fpl ritual 
guides  are  removed  from  them  by  death,  to  remem- 
*~    Ber  them,  and  flill  to  follow  their  good  inftruc- 
tionj  and  example.  And, 

,  III.  They  fhould  be  encouraged  and  animated  in 
reHgioD,  by  confidcring  with  what  fteadfaftnefs 
ihcir  dece.ifed  minifters  went  before  them,  and 
finiflicd  their  courfe  in  the  fervice  of  God. 

The  firfl  of  thefe  obfervations  from  the  text,  I  have 
already  confidered,  -and  endeavoured  to  make  fome  prac- 
tical improvement  of  ;  and  now  proceed  to  the  fecond. 

Which  is, 

II.  It  becomes  people,  when  their  fpiritual  guides  are 
removed  from  them  by  death,  to  remember  them, 
and  ftill  to  follow  their  good  inftruftions  and 
example.       Here  we  remark, 

I.  People's  fpiritual  guides,  who  have  fpoken  to  them 
the  word  of  God,  may  be  removed  from  them  by  death. 

Minifters  of  the  gofpei  are  mortal,  as  well  as  their 
hearers,  and  death  is  the  appointed  lot  of  alf.  Their 
own  fanflity  and  goodnefs  if  they  are  the  faithful  mini- 
fters of  Chrift  ; — their  high  betruftmenrs,  and  great  ufe- 
fulnefs  in  the  world  ;  and  their  people's  cflcem  and  love 
towards  them  ; — none  of  thefe  things  can  fecure  thera 
againft  the  Ilroke  of  death,  and  give  them  immortality 
hpre. 

The  word  of  God  which  they  fpeak  to  others  is  called 
tlic  word  of  life  ; — the  word  of  eternal  ife.  The  gof- 
pei which  they  preach,  is  ftiled  the  everlafling  gofpei ; 
but  the  difpenfers  of  it  are  frail  and  perifliing,  and  muft 
die  like  other  men^  Agreeably  St. Paul,  fpeaking  of  the 
gofpei  as  a  rich  trcafure,  depofircd,  as  it  were,  in  Chrifl's 
minifters,  who  are  the  preachers  of  it,  fays—*  "  We 
have  this  trcafure  in  earthen  veflels ;  to  denote  their 
weaknefs  and  frailty  j — their  liablenefe  to  be  broken  and 
rendered  ufekfs.  Ivlinillcrs 
*  2  Cor.  IV.  7. 
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Minifters  may,  indeed,  be  removed  from  their  people, 
ir,  in  a  great  meafure,  rendered  ufelefs  among  them 
while  they  live.    In  fome  places,  fuch  hath  been  the  an- 
happinefs  of  the  times,  that  their  mouths  have  been 
flopped,  and,  by  tyrannical  and  oppreflite  povi^ers,  they 
have  been  forbid  to  fpeak  any  more  in  the  name  of 
the  Lord  : — they  have  been  baniftied  from  their  flocks ; 
and  thefc  left  as  flieep  •without  a  fhepherd : — they  have 
been  purfucd  and  flain  by  the  fword  of  perfecution  ; 
and  thus,  like  their  divine  mafter,  as  it  were,  fealed  the 
truth  of  their  doctrines  with  their  own  blood.  The 
apoftle  Peter  is  fuppofed,  by  fome,  to  fpeak  of  his  being 
to  be  thus  removed  out  of  the  world  when  he  fays, 
-  "  Knowing  that  ftiortly  I  mufl  put  off  this  my  taber- 
nacle, even  as  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  hath  (hewed  me:'* 
— As  he  hath  fliewed  mc  by  the  fpirit  of  prophecy ;  or 
as  he  hath  (hewed  me  by  his  own  example  j — by  his  own 
fufferings  and  death  upon  the  crofs. 

But  when  this  is  not  the  cafe,  minifters  of  the  gofpef^ 
as  I  faid  before,  are  frail  and  mortal  like  their  hearers. 
They  are  liable  to  bodily  difeafes  which  may  foon  put 
out  of  order  the  curious  mechanifm  of  the  human  f  rame; 
bbftruft  and  break  the  tender  fprings  of  life,  and  lay 
them  in  the  duft.  We  fee  this  often  verified  in  rfie 
courfe  of  divine  providence,  when  God  takeih  away 
*•  the  prophet, and  the  eloquent  orator,"  as  well  as  others: 
• — "When  the  churches  of  Chrifl — thefe  daughters  of 
Zion  fit  folitary,  bemg  bereaved  of  their  paftors. 

An  affe£ling  view  of  this  now  prefcnts  rtfelf,  in  your 
prefent  bereaved  ftate  : — your  beloved  paftor,  who  late-  ' 
ly  fpoke  to  you  from  this  delTc; — from  whofe  lips  you  ' 
conftantly,  and  for  many  years,  received  the  rich  trea- 
fure  of  the  gofpcl,  now  removed  from  you,  and  filent 
in  the  grave  : — the  earthen  veffel  is  broken.    And  now, 

2.  When  this  is  the  cafe  ; — when  people's  fpiriiual 
guides  are  removed  from  them  by  death,  they  (hould  ftill 
leraember  them,  and  follow  their  good  inftru(51ions  and 

example, 

•  2  Pet.  i.  14. 
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examples.    "  Remember  your  guides,  who  have  fpoken 

to  you  the  word  of  God ;  whofe  faith  follow  :"  

"  whofe  faith,"  i.  e.  the  religion  which  they  have  taught 
you ; — the  good  inftruftions  and  counfels  they  have  de- 
livered to  you  from  the  word  of  God  :— or,  their  fideli- 
ty and  fteadfaftnefs  in  the  bufinefs  of  religion,  and  the 
fervice  of  God — in  thefe  things,  remember  your  guides, 
—your  minifters,  who  are  now  removed  from  you  by 
death,  and  follow  them. 

Altho'  minifters  of  the  gofpel,  ceafe,  at  death,  from 
perfonally  labouring  among  their  people  : — altho'  their 
lips  are  then  locked  up  in  filence,  and  their  voice  is  no 
more  heard  in  the  houfe  of  God,  yet  their  ufefulnefs 
may  not  be  now  over.  Altho'  they  are  dead,  yet,  in  i 
fenfe,  they  may  ftill  fpeak  to  their  people,  for  their  in- 
ftru£lionand  direction; — for  their  encouragement  and 
quickning  in  the  way  of  life ; — they  may  ftill  fpeak  to 
them  by  the  truths  they  delivered,  and  by  the  example 
ihey  fet  before  them  while  they  lived. 

People  abufe  the  bleffings  they  have  received,  and 
might  ftill  receive  from  their  minifters,  when  they,  as  it 
were,  bury  their  facred  doftrines  and  good  examples 
with  them  in  the  grave.  Thefe  fervants  of  God,  in  the 
important  charailer  they  have  fuftained  among  them, 
fhould  ftill  live  in  their  memories,  and  be  ufeful  to  them. 
Thus  the  apoftle  Perer  was  concerned  that  his  do£irines 
might  not  die  with  him,  or  be  forgotten  and  loft,  when 
he  ftiould  put  off  his  earthly  tabernacle.  Moreover 
I  will  endeavour  that  you  may  be  able,  after  ray  deceafe, 
to  have  thefe  things  always  in  remembrance." 

Ordinary  minifters  of  the  gofpel  indeed,  even  thofe 
who  have  been  blefled  with  the  greateft  genius,  and  with 
the  beft  advantages  for  undcrftanding  the  mind  and  will 
of  God;  and  who  have  rifen  higheft  both  in  the  chrif- 
tian  and  minifterial  charafter,  are  not  to  be  looked  upon 
as  infpired,  and  infallible  in  their  fentiments  and  judg- 
ments ;  nor  as  abfolutely  perfeft  in  their  lives ;  nor,  are 
they  therefore,  implicitly  and  without  examination,  to  be 
followed  by  their  people,  Minifter:, 
•  3  P«t.  i.  ij. 
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Minifters,  after  all  their  literary  and  religious  acquire- 
liients;  yea,  the  grcateft  and  the  bed  of  minifters  are 
but  men; — weak  and  fallible,  and  liable  to  errors  and 
miflakes: — They  are  men  of  like  paffions  with  others  ; 
— imperfect  in  their  moral  charafter,  and  liable  to  raif- 
conducH'.  They  were  never  defigned  therefore  for  ab- 
folute  guides  to  their  people,  either  in  their  doctrines 
or  life  ;  but  only  fo  far  as  they  follow  Chrift,  the  great 
pattern  and  guide  of  all.  This  is  agreeable  to  that 
exhortation  of  St,  Paul,  |"  Be  yc  followers  of  me,  evea 
as  I  alfo  am  of  Chrifl." — Wherein  they  follow  Chrift, 
and  fo  far  as  they  follow  him,  their  people  fliould  aim 
at  being  followers  of  them;  and  for  this  reafon — be- 
caufe  they  follow  Chrift,  the  great  mailer  and  Lord 
of  all. 

The  doctrines  they  have  received  from  their  mini- 
fters the  inftruiflioris,  dircflions,  advices,  Sec.  they  have 
heard  from  them — thefe,  being  agreeable  to  the  gof- 
pel,  their  people  flaould  ftill  keep  in  mind,  and  be  con- 
cerned to  pay  an  obedient  and  practical  regard  thereto. 
For  the  vvord  of  God  lofes  nothing  of  its  divine  authority, 
nor  people  any  thing  of  their  concern  in  it,  when  their 
miniders  die,  and  thereby  ceafe  to  deliver  it  to  them. 

So  likevvife  fiiould  they  remember  the  example  of 
their  mlnifters,  and  being  agreeable  to  the  rules  and 
precepts  of  the  gofpel,  this  they  fliould  be  concerned  to 
imitate  :  But  the  wifeft  of  men  are  not  to  be  followed 
in  their  miftakes,  nor  the  bell  of  men  in  their  faults. 

People,  after  all,  are  to  fee  and  underftand  the  truth 
for  therafelves : — they  are  10  believe  the  truth  and 
obey  it  for  themfelves.  Neverthelefs,  they  who  have 
fuftained  the  charafter  of  Chrill's  miniders  among  them ; 
— who  have  fpoken  to  them  the  word  of  God  : — whofe 
bufmefs  it  has  been  to  fet  the  truth  before  them,  and  to 
aflifl:  them  in  feeing  and  underflanding  of  it who  have 
inculcated  and  imprelfed  it  upon  their  minds,  and  gone 
before  them  in  the  practice  of  it, — iliewing  them  by 

D  theu* 

t  f.  Q9r.  XI.  I. 
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their  own  example  how  they  ought  to  walk  and  pleafe 
God  ; — Such,  certainly,  are  worthy  of  their  grateful 
remembrance.  I'hefc  may  be  juftly  confidered  and 
thought  of  as  their  beft  friends,  who  have  been  (tudious 
to  promote  their  highcfl:  and  everlafting  welfare  who 
fiave  fpent  their  time  and  ftrength  in  benevolent  endea- 
vours to  guide  their  feet  into  the  way  of  peace,  and  to 
conduft  and  lead  them  on  to  eternal  happinefs.  Who 
ti'ould  foon  forget  fuch  a  friend,  or  be  willing  to  lofe 
the  defigned  benefit  of  his  kind  endedvours  ? 

But  to  proceed  to  the  lafl  thing  to  be  fpokcn  to 
from  the  text,,  which  is, 

III.  People  fliould  be  encouraged  and  animated  in 
religion,'  by  confidering  with  what  fteadfaftnefs 
their  dece.»fed  miniflcrs  went  before  them,  and 
finillied  their  courfe  in  the  lei  vice  of  God. 

This  feera'!  to  be  the  intention  and  force  or  the  ex- 

JjreHions  in  the  latter  pnrt  of  the  text.  "  Whofe 

faith  follow,  confidering  the  end  of  their  con  ver  fat  ion." 
i.  e.  the  clofe  or  fmiJJnng  of  their  miniftry  and  life. 
"  Be  ye  animated  to  live  their  doif^rincs  and  to  follow 
their  example,  and  to  perfevere  in  the  good  ways  of 
the  Lord,  by  confidering  how  your  deceafed  miniflers 
finiflicd  their  courfe  ; — by  calling  them  to  mind  as  go- 
ing on  fteadily  in  the  work  and  fervice  of  God,  under 
all  trials  and  difcourageracnts,  and  continuing  to  do  fo 
even  to  the  end." 

I  have  hitherto  fpoken  of  the  good  example  of  mi- 
niRers,  chiefly  under  the  notion  of  a  guide  to  their 
people,  in  conjunfticn  with  their  doctrines :  But  it  is 
here  placed  before  us  in  another  point  of  light,  viz. 
as  defigned  for  their  encouragement  and  animation  in  the 
fervice  of  God.  And  under  this  view,  it  may  be  of 
great  and  important  ufe;  cfpecially  their  good  example 
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even  to  the  clofe  of  life.  This  rrowns  the  whole : 
This  is  that  which,  as  it  were,  finiflics  atid  complcdrs 
their  chara^ler  as  real  chridians,  and  the  faithful  mini- 
fters  of  Jefus.  In  this  efpccially  they  appear  as  firm 
believers  of  that  gofpel  they  have  preached  to  others ; 
— as  having  heartily  embraced  thofe  divine  tiuths  they 
have  delivered  and  recommended  to  the  faiih  and 
praftice  of  their  hearers. 

By  this  people  may  be  juflly  and  ftrongly  perfuadcd, 
their  minillers  have  not  been  afling  a  part  among 
them,  and  endeavouring  to  impofe  upon  their  under- 
ftanding  and  faith  : — that  they  have  not  been  teaching 
them  religion  merely  from  fome  political  and  worldly 
views,  but  that  they  were  fincere  in  what  they  faid\ 
firmly  believing  the  great  truths  they  delivered  to  them. 

And  in  fuch  example  of  their  miniflcrs  they  may  fee 
much  of  the  mighty  power  of  religions  principles,  when 
deeply  implanted  in  the  heart:  — how  they  influence 
the  fubje^ls  of  them,  to  a  uniform,  perfevering  conrfc 
of  virtue; — infpire  them  with  patience,  refolution  anj 
fortitude  of  mind  under  trials  and  difBculties,  and  caufe 
them,  without  fainting,  to  perfevere  in  the  ways  of  God. 
And  can  they  help  believinj  now,  that  thefe  were 
the  true  fervants  of  God  who  had  been  (hewing  unto 
them  the  way  of  f.ilvation  ? — and  that  having  been  thus 
faithful  unto  death,  they  are  now  gone  to  receive  a 
crown  of  life  And  how  encouraging  to  his  people, 
mull:  be  fuch  an  example  as  this  in  their  minifter  VViil 
he  not  be  often  prefent  to  the  view  of  their  minds,  as 
furmounting  all  dilllculties  in  his  way  to  heaven  .''  As 
going  before  them,  not  only  to  direct  and  guide,  but  to 
encourage  and  animate  them  in  the  way  of  glory  - 
Will  they  not  be  ready  to  fay,  like  Thomas,  in  a  iiuiil.vr 
cafe,  "  let  us  alfo  go  and  die  with  him  i"' — let  us  take 
courage  from  his  example  : — let  us  ftill  prefs  forward 
k  the  ways  of  God,  and  perfevere  in  the  way  of  lite. 


The 
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The  good  example  of  others,  who  have  been  faithful 
Unto  death  ;  and  efpecially  of  Jefas  Chrifl;  our  great 
leader  and  guide ; — the  captain  of  our  falvation,  is  thus 
improved  for  the  encouragement  of  chriftians  in  the 
ways  of  God.  | "  Wherefore  feeing  we  are  ccmpalTcd 
about  w'uh  fo  great  a  cloud  of  witneflcs,  let  us  lay 
afide  every  weight,  and  the  fm  which  doth  fo  eaGIy 
befet  ui,  and  let  us  run  with  patience  the  race  which 
is  fet  before  us.  Lookinc^  unto  Jefus  the  author  and 
finifner  of  our  faith  :  who  for  the  joy  that  was  fct  before 
him,  endured  the  crofs,  defpifing  the  lliame,  and  is  fee 
down  at  the  right  hand  of  the  throne  of  God,"  &c. 

But  I  fhali  now  finifh  this  difcourfc  by  firft  offering 
a  few  pratiical  infe-cnces  from  what  we  have  heard ; 
and  rhen  faying  fomething  in  reference  to  the  late 
worthy  paflor  of  this  church  and  congregation,  whofc 
removal  by  death  has  occafioned  my  Aanding  np  in  his 
place  this  day,  and  endeavouring  to  affift  you  in  a  fuita- 
ble  improvement  of  the  fcrrowful  providence. 

I.  Miniflers  of  the  gofpel  fhould  be  cautioned  againll 
depending  on  a  long  continuance  in  thisworld. 

It  becomes  them  to  look  upon  thcmfelves,  as  well 
as  upon  their  hearers,  as  frail  and  mortal, — as  liable  to 
fatal  difeafes,  and  as  haftening  to  death  and  the  grave. 
And  what  important  inftruftions  and  folemn  admonitions 
may  be  offered  to  them  from  hence  ?  How  neceffary 
is  it,  that  while  they  are  caring  for  others,  and  labouring 
for  their  falvation,  they  do  not  overlook  and  forget  them- 
felvcs  ?— that  they  look  well  to  their  own  fouls  and  are 
taking  care  to  be  prepared  for  the  eternal  world  ?  How 
concerned  fliould  they  be,  left  when  they  have  preached 
to  others,  and  guided  them  in  the  way  to  happinefs, 
they  themfelves  (liould  be  caft-aways  ? 

And  how  fliould  this  view  of  things,— how  fhould 
fuch  apprehenfions  of  themfelves  excite  them  todiligence 
and  aaiviiy  in  their  work  ?  With  what  pecyliar  forc4e 
and  energy  fliould  thofe  v;ords  of  their  great  lord  and 

maftcf 
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piader  come  upon  their  minds.  J  "  I  muft  work  the 
works  of  him  that  fenc  me  while  it  is  day,  the  night 
Cometh  when  no  man  can  work."  And  may  I  afk  your 
prayers,  my  hearers,  that  thefe  things  may  fink  deep 
into  my  own  mind,  and  have  their  juil  influence  upon 
my  own  conduft  ? 

t.  People  (hould  be  cautioned  againft  depending  oa 
the  Hfe  of  their  miniflers. 

They,  we  fee,  like  others,  mud  ccafe  from  among 
jhe  living.  Their  ftrength  is  not  the  ftrength  of  ftones, 
nor  is  their  flefti  of  brafs.  They  may  be  worn  out 
with  labours  and  cares ;  or  cut  off  by  mortal  diflempers; 
or  like  others,  as  it  were,  fmk  down  into  the  grave, 
under  the  burthenfome  infirmities  of  old  age.  "  Our 
fathers,  where  are  they  ?  And  the  prophets,"  the  mini- 
flers of  God's  word,  do  they  live  for  ever  ?"  We  fee 
thefe  removed  out  of  the  world,  one  after  another,  and 
their  families  and  flocks  left  defolate  and  afflifted. 
Their  people  who  fat  with  delight  under  their  miniftry, 
aqd  liftned  to  the  joyful  found  of  the  gofpel  from  their 
lips,  (hall  fee  their  face  and  hear  their  voice  no  more: — 
they  {hall  return  no  more  to  their  own  houfes,  nor  to 
the  houfe  of  God,  and  the  places  which  have  known 
them,  fliall  know  them  no  more.  People  therefore 
flt|ould  not  depend  on  the  long  continuance  of  their 
miniflers  with  them,  but  be  concerned  that  they  duly 
prize,  and  wifely  improve  their  rainidry  while  continued. 

Are  miniflers  accountable  to  God,  refpe£ling  their 
diligence  and  fidelity  in  their  minifterial  work  P  So  are 
their  hearers,  for  the  regard  they  pay  to  their  miniftry 
while  they  enjoy  it ;  and  there  is  certainly  fomething 
worthy  of  very  particular  and  fpecial  notice  in  that  ex- 
hortation to  people ;  * "  Obey  rhem  which  have  the 
rule,  or  guide  over  you,  and  fubmit  yourfelves ;  for  they 
watch  for  your  fouls  as  they  that  muft  give  account ; 
that  they  may  do  it  with  joy  and  not  with  grief ;  for 

that 
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that  is  unprofitable  for  you."  People  are  here  exhorted 
to  obey  their  minifters ;  i,  e.  to  attend  to,  and  obey  the 
gofpel  preached  by  ihem,  for  this  reafon — that  their  mi- 
i)ifters,  who  watch  for  their  fouls,  may  be  able  to  give 
account  with  joy  and  not  with  grief : — with  joy,  that 
their  miniftry  was  well  improved  and  their  hearers  faved  ; 
and  not  with  grief  that  they  laboured  in  vain  among 
them;  for  it  is  this  which  would  be  unprofitable  for 
their  hearers.  So  St.  Paul  wifhed  on  bchaU  of  the 
Philippians,  *  "  That  he  might  rejoice  in  the  day  of 
ChriA,  that  he  had  not  run  in  vain,  neither  laboured  in 
vain."  What  a  moving  confideration  this  to  the  hearers 
as  well  as  preachers  of  the  gofpel !  How  folicitous 
Ihould  a  people  be  that  they  hereafter  meet  their  faith- 
ful minifler  at  the  right  hand  of  Chrifl,  and  give  him 
caufe  to  rejoice  in  their  falvation,  as  the  happy  fruit  of 
his  labours How  concerned  therefore  that  they  well 
improve  his  miniftry  while  he  is  with  them,  as  not 
knowing  how  foon  he  may  ceafc  from  his  labours  in 
the  fervice  of  their  fouls 

3.  When  the  able  and  faithful  minidcrs  of  Chrift  are 
removed  from  their  people  by  death ;  and  cfpe- 
cially  when  they  had  reafon  to  hope  for  a  longer 
blclTing  in  them,  fuch  their  removal  is  juflly  to 
be  lamented. 

The  importance  of  their  charaflcr,  as  fpiritual  guides 
to  their  people  while  they  lived ; — as  guides  to  them  in 
the  way  to  endlefs  life  and  blelfednefs,  boch  by  their 
doftrines  and  example,  fhews  the  grcainefs  of  a  people's 
lofs  by  their  death. 

When  God  extingui/hes  fuch  lights  in  his  church,  ic 
may  be  jaftly  confidered  as  an  awful  frown  of  his  pro- 
vidence : — Much  of  a  people's  ftrength  and  glory  is 
hereby  removed.  It  becomes  them  therefore  to  humble 
thcmfelves  before  God  under  his  righteous  rebuke,  and 
feriouOy  to  confider  wherefore  ic  is  chat  be  is  thus  corx- 
tcnding  with  them. 

*  Philipp.  ii,  1 6. 
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This  then,  ray  hearers,  becomes  you  in  your  prefent 
bereaved  ftate.  May  you  properly  rcfenr,  and  rightly 
improve  the  forrowful  difpenration  of  the  great  and  holf 
God,  and  be  prepared  for  his  returning  mercy. 

And  what  remains  now  but  that, 
^.  You  endeavour  fuitably  to  remember  your  fpiri" 
tual  guide,  who  hath  fpoken  to  you  the  word  of 
God,  but  is  now  removed  from  you  by  death,  and 
is  entered,  wc  truft,  into  the  joy  of  his  Lord  ; — that 
you  follow  his  faith — his  good  inftruftions  and 
couiifcls,  delivered  to  you  from  the  oracles  of  God, 
and  his  pious  and  virtuous  example  among  you  ;  and 
that  you  are  encouraged  and  animated  in  religioa 
by  confidering  the  end  of  his  converfation; — his 
fttadfaftnefs  and  perfeverance  in  the  ways  of  God, 
even  to  the  clofe  of  life. 

And  here  you  will  bear  with  me,  my  chrirtian  friends?, 
while  1  fay  fomething  more  particularly,  relative  to  the 
chiira<5ter  of  your  dcccafed  paftor,  and  my  friend  and 
brother,  the  late  reverend  Mr.  Lowell.  Nor  will  my 
attempting  this,  and  thereby  endeavouring  to  recom- 
mend him  to  your  remembrance,  be  deemed,  1  truft,  an 
impropriety,  confidering  my  ncarnefs  to  him,  and  inti- 
macy with  him,  though  it  may  have  been  already 
done  by  abler  hands. 

The  great  author  of  our  beings,  and  foTereign  dif- 
pofer  of  our  circumftanccs  in  life,  endowed  hint  with 
good  natural  powers,  which  being  well  improved  by 
clofe  ftudy,  under  the  advantages  of  a  liberal  education  ; 
and  being  early  confecrated  to  the  fervice  of  God, 
qualified  him  for  great  ufefulnefs  in  the  world. 

He  was  not  only  acquainted  with  thofe  polite  arts 
and  fciences,  which  diftinguilhed  him  as  a  fcholar  and 
a  gentleman,  but  was  well  furniflied  with  that  kind  of 
knowledge,  which  was  requifiteto  forming  his  character 
and  enabling  him,  while  young,  to  appear  with  ad- 
'  Tantage  as  a  minifter  of  the  gofpcl. 
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In  his  domeftic  and  fcxrial  relitions,  connexions,  and 
behaviour;  in  his  private  converfation,  both  as  a  chrif- 
tian  and  a  miniller,  he  maintained  a  good  reputation. 
He  appeared  to  have  a  ferious  fenfe  of  religion  upon  his 
own  mind,  in  confequence  of  which,  his  general  conver- 
lation  was  exemplary; — free  from  every  thing  light  and 
vain,  and  calculated,  as  became  his  office  and  charafter, 
to  countenance  and  recommend  fobriety  and  yirtue. 

He  was  a  lover  of  good  men,  tho'  of  different  deno- 
minations, and  differing  fcntiments  ;  and  being  given  to 
hofpiiality,  his  doors  were  open  for  their  reception,  and 
ihey  were  entertained  with  kindnefs  and  generofity. 
And  as  his  great  reading  and  extenfive  knowledge,  fitted 
hira  to  bear  a  fuperior  part  in  focial  converfe,  fo  his  con- 
verfation was  generally  highly  valued,  as  being  inftrnc- 
tive  and  entertaining. 

And  if  in  fome  leiTer  matters,*  and  of  a  difputable 
nature,  he  differed,  in  religious  opinions,  from  fome  of' 
his  brethren,  yet  he  was  far  from  bigotry  and  cenforiouf- 
nefs;  and  as  he  advanced  in  life,  and  approached  nearer 
to  that  Hate  of  perfeft  peace  and  love,  into  which,  we 
trufl,  he  is  now  entered,  hs  evidently  grew  in  a  catholic 
aod  charitable  temper. 

As 

•  I  am  not  infenfible  that  what  is  forhetlmts  meant,  and  what 
I  mean  here  by  le^:r  and  difputable  mmters,  may  be  looked 
upon  by  fome  as  the  great  and  chief  things  in  religion  :  bat 
4'  that  they  really  are  fo,  is  what  I  cannot,  at  prefent,  believe. 
Divine  revelation  was  given,  i  apprehend,  for  the  ufe  and  be- 
ae6t  of  mankind  in  general  : — i.  e.  of  the  unlearned,  and 
thofe  of  weak  intelleftual  powers,  as  well  as  of  thofe  of  brighter 
genius,  and  more  liberal  education. 

tt  leems  therefore  moft  becominjj  the  wifdom  and  goodnefs  of 
God,  that  all  the  more  important  truths,  the  belief  or  prac- 
tice of  which,  is  necelfary  to  falvation,  (hould  be  fo  clearly 
and  plainly  revealed,  as  that  all  might  be  able  rightly  to  under- 
Hand  them  ;  otherwife  the  dedgn  of  revelation  would  not  be 
anfwered,  as  to  a  great  part  even  of  thofe  who  enjoy  the  gofpel. 

tVhatever  fuppofed  truths  therefore,  are  of  a  myllerious,  abftrufe 
and  difficult  nature  ;  or  fo  far  as  they  are  abdrufe,  and  hard 
jud  difficult  to  be  uaderI\ood  :->Wbatever  fuppofed  truths. 
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As  a  preacher  of  the  gofpel,  he  appeared  zealous  for 
the  honor  of  God,  and  the  falvation  of  precious  and 
immortal  fouls :  And  under  this  chamber,  you  who 
were  the  beloved  people  of  his  charge,  highly  elteeraed 
him ;  and  to  you  his  memory  will  be  llill  dear. 

With  mingled  joy  and  grief,  you  will  call  him  to 
mind  as  ftanding  in  this  place — with  joy,  that  you  faw 
and  heard  him — with  grief  that  you  are  now  to  fee  and 
hear  him  no  mere : — You  will  call  him  to  mind,  I  fay, 
as  ftanding  in  this  place,  when  he  addreffcd  you  with, 
the  fadred  and  folemn  air  of  the  minifter  of  God,  and 
delivered  to  you  the  important  meffiiges  of  heaven; 
and  with  the  endearing  one  of  your  affeflionate  friend 
and  the  fervant  of  your  fouls,  when  he  pointed  out  to 
you  the  path  of  life,— urged  and  perfuaded  you  to  walk 
therein,  and  filled  his  mouth  with  arguments  to  plead 
with  God  for  you. 

But  alas !  He  is  rlo  itiore  In  this  world.  His  great 
Lord  and  mafter,  who  furniflicd  him  with  gifts  and 
graces  for  the  work  of  the  miniltry,  and  fent  him  among 
you,  has  called  home  this  his  fervant,  and  his  labours 
among  you  now  ceafe.  It  pleafed  God,  however,  to 
favour  you  with  his  fervices  for  many  years,  |  which 

E  were 

are,  from  their  obfcnre,  or  doubtful  form,  much  dirputed,' 
and  taken  in  different  fenfes,  even  by  learned  and  good  men, 
I  cannot  fuppofe  to  belong  to  the  great  and  chiet  things  in 
religion,  whatever  ftrefs  may  be  laid  upon  them  by  fome 
particular  perfons  ;  but  are  really  things  of  comparatively 
fmall  vifeight,  concerning  which  honed  and  good  men  may  be 
differently  perfuaded,  and  yet  j;o  fafely  to  heaven. 
And  I  am  inclined  to  think  it  will  hold  good,  as  afgeneral  rufe 
in  this  cafe,  that  all  religious  truths  are  of  importance,  in 
proportion  to  their  evidence. 

I  The  Rev.  Mr.  John  Lowell  was  born  in  Boftcn,  March  14th, 
1703-4.  He  was  ordained  paftor  of  the  third  church  in  New- 
bury on  the  19th  of  January  1725-6,  and  departed  this  life 
on  Friday  morning  May  isth,  1767,  ia  the  64tb  year  of  his 

.  age,  aad  the  42d  of  his  miniftr^. 
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vrere  fddom  interrupted  by  bodily  infirmities.  In  this 
refpeft  you  ought  to  remember  him  with  gratitude  to 
heaven,  while  you  moura  his  removal  from  you.  But, 

There  is  another  point  of  light,  in  which,  juftice  to 
the  characHer  of  the  reverend  iMr.  Lowell,  will  fupport 
me  in  placing  him  before  yon,  and  recommending  him 
to  your  remembrance;  and  that  n,  in  his  compaffionate 
and  friendly  labours  among  you  in  your  feafons  of 
affli£lion.  To  aflifl  you  in  fuch  circumflances  he  was 
greatly  dlfpofed,  and  for  fervices  of  this  nature,  had, 
if  I  miftake  nor,  an  happy  talent. 

Many  of  you,  I  am  perfuaded,  cannot  foon  forget 
how  ready  he  was  to  affift  you  in  diflrefs  : — To  inftruft, 
to  counfel  and  warn  you ;— and  to  encourage  and  com- 
ibrt  you,  as  there  was  occafion.  As  he  rejoiced  in  youf' 
profperity,  fo  he  wept  with  you  in  your  forrows. 

His  concern  for  you  who  were  dear  to  him  ; — in 
Tchofe  fervicc  he  fpcnt  his  days  and  ftrength  ; — for  whofe 
falvatioa  he  laboured  and  prayed  : — his  tender  concern 
for  you  continued  with  him  to  the  lafl  ;  and  was  mani- 
fefted  in  a  very  affefling  manner,  when  approaching 
near  to  his  great  change. 

For,  though  it  pleafed  the  great  and  wife  ruler  of  the. 
tvorld,  fo  to  order  in  his  ficknefs,  that  from  the  nature 
of  his  bodily  diftempers,  the  proper  exercife  of  his  ra-- 
rional  powers  was  greatly  interrupted,  which  rendered 
bira,  'tis  probable,  in  a  great  meafure,  infenfible  of  hii 
approaching  difiblurion,  and  deprived  his  relatives  and 
friends  of  thofe  religious  advices,  exhomtions,  See.  which 
might  otherwifc  have  been  expelled  frorn  him,  yet  fome 
of  his  lad  exprelTions,  intelligible  to  thofe  who  attended 
him,  declared  his  deep  and  affectionate  concern  for 
his  people.  Ke  flill  bear  you  upon  his  heart,  and 
with  his  expiring  breath  commended  you  to  the  care  | 
and  blefiing  of  a  merciful  God ;  and  is  now  gone,  as  we 
believe  and  trufr,  to  that  gracious  and  almighty  Being, 
who  is  able  to  anfwcr  his  prayers,  and  is  accomplifli  all 
'lie  ardent  wilhes  of  his  foul  for  you, 
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And  may  this  perfuafion  that  he  is  now  entered  into 
the  joy  of  his  Lord,  be  the  confolation  of  his  bereave4 
family  and  flock— of  his  relatives  and  friends. 

May  the  worthy  perfon  who  is  now  a  fecond  time* 
left  in  folitary  widow-hood,  enjoy  the  gracious  prefenco 
of  almighty  God,  and  amidft  all  her  forrowful  reflections, 
may  his  comforts  fupport  and  delight  her  foul. 

May  the  blefling  of  him  who  is  the  father  of  the  father- 
lefs,  reft  upon  the  furviving  offspring  f  of  the  deceafed  : 
May  he  in  every  thing  virtuous  and  praife  worthy,follow 
the  example  of  his  departed  parent ; — continue  to  rife . 
in  the  jud  efleem  of  his  friends  and  acquaiacaoce,  anc| 
t)e  emioj^ntly  a  blefling  in  his  day. 

And  may  you,  the  bereaved  church  and  congregation 
in  this  place,  make  it  manifefl:  that  you  properly  remem- 
ber your  deceafed  fpiritual  guide,  by  living  agreeable  to 
thole  facred  and  important  truths  he  delivered  to  you 
from  the  word  of  God  ;  and  by  following  his  example 
wherein  he  followed  Chrift.  May  you  make  it  appear 
alfo,  that  you  had  a  jufl  value  for  him,  by  your  conti- 
pued  friendfliip  to  his  family.  But,  indeed,  you  have 
prevented  me  here,  and  rendered  impertinent  an  ex- 
hortation of  this  nature,  by  that  provifion  |  you  have 
already  made  for  the  decent  fupport  of  the  deferving 
perfon  whom  he  has  left  bereaved  and  forrowful  in  the 
midft  of  you.  You  have  in  this  ftiewed  kindnefs  both, 
to  the  living  and  the  dead  ;  and  by  the  generous  and 
obliging  manner  in  which  you  have  done  it,  muft  have 

affeaed 

•  Mrs.  Lowell's  firft  huftand  was  that  very  benevolent  and  ami- 
able gentleman,  the  Rev,  Mr.  Jofeph  Whipple,  paftor  of  the 
church  at  Hampton-Falls,  in  New-Hampfhire,  where  he  died, 
greatly  lamented,  on  the  17th  of  February  1757.  S^- 

f  Mr.  John  Lowell,  a  young  gentleman  of  a  liberal  education, 
and  in  the  praftice  of  the  law  at  Newbnry-Port,  only  furviving 
child  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Lowell. 

%  lawful  money,  voted  by  the  focietj'  to  Mrs.  Lowell,  as  aa 
jlQQuity  during  her  wid9w|toe4< 
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I  N  A 

SERMON 

Preach'd  at  the  O  R  D  I  N  A  T  I  O  N 

Of  the  Reverend 

Mr.  Edmund  Noyes^ 

To  the  Paftoral  Care  of  the  firft  Church  in 
4S'^/j/^Af;j,inConjund:ion  with  the  Reverend 
Mr.  CusHiNG,  November  20^^  i75i* 

By  John  Tucker,  A.  M. 

Paftor  of  the  firft  Church  in  Newbury. 

Pet.  ii.  21. — Leaving  us  an  Example.,  that  ye  fliouki  fulloia 
bis  Steps. 

it  IS  hopM  the  Gentlemen  who  were  pleas'd  to  eiicournge  the  Printing  of 
the  following  Difcourfe,  will  excufe  it's  being  fo  long  delayed,  in  as 
much  as  the  ipreading  of  the  Small  Pox  in  Bo/hn  foon  after  the  Notes 
could  be  fent  to  the  Prefs,  and  it's  Continuance  there  'till  lately,  have 
pre^'ented  it's  being  publiflicd  fo  feafonably  as  it  would  othirwife  have 
been. 

B    O    S    TO    N  :  N.E. 

Printed  by  S.  Kneeland,  oppofite  the  Prifon  in  Queen- 
Street,  Mdccli. 
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Ordination  SERMON, 


I  COR.  XI.  I. 


ye  Followers  of  me^  even  as  I  alfo  am  of 
CHRIST, 


I^^HOEVER  takes  a  fober  and  attentive  Viewr 
1^^^^  of  our  Saviour's  Charadler,  as  tranfmitted 
to  us  in  the  Gofpel,  will  find  this  an  eminent 

i  ^^^^  °^     ^'^'^^  "'"^^  ^"'^  patient  and 

^  cottdefc ending  :  And  it  is  evident,  this  was  a 

Fcmper  and  Carriage,  not  only  becoming  the  Son  of  God, 
he  greateft  Friend  and  Benefador  to  Mankind  that  ever 
ippear'd  in  this  World  ;  but  was  alfo  excellently  adapted 
O  alTift  the  important  Defign  of  his  facred  Miniftry  on 
£arth,  which  was  to  inftru^l  and  reform  and  firve  Sinners, 
or  in  this  he  was  moft  likely  to  pleafe,  and  to  gain  the 
Sood-will  and  Efteem  of  Men  :  And  if  we  confider  the 
'rame  of  human  Nature  •,  the  Force  and  Influence  Men's 
irarious  Prejudices  have  upon  them,  we  muft  be  convinc'd, 
hat  to  gain  this  Place  in  their  AfFecflions,  is  of  fingular  Ad- 
vantage, in  conveying  Light  and  Inftrudlion  to  theirMinds, 

and 
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and  caufing  the  fame  ta  have  a  due  Weight  and  Influence 
upon  them  :  The  Forie  of  wrong  Biafies  is  hereby  greatly 
fufpended  ;  the  Mind  is  laid  epen  to  Conviction,and  prepar'd 
to  receive  the  jufl:  hnprejfions  of  Truth.  And  from  the  fame 
Reafon  it  is  evident  likewife,  that  this  fliould  be  a  diftin- 
guifliing  Parr  of  /i'^/r  Charaiter,who  are  fent  by  Chrift  upon 
this  facred  Bufmefs,  to  teach  Men  his  Religion,  and  inlorcc 
it  upon- them.  ^^-^  ' 

They  fliould  fet  the  Example  of  their  Lord  and  Maftcr 
before  'em, and  learn  of  Him  who  was  meek  is'  lowly  in  Heart  ; 
Like  Him  they  (hould  aim  in  every  fair  and  honeft  Way,  to 
pleafe  thofe  whom  they  would  inftrudl  and  reform  :  Like 
Him  they  (liould  bear  with  their  Prejudices,  and  condc- 
fcend  to  their  Weaknefles,  and  adapt  themfelves  to  their 
particular  T-cmpers  and  Humours,  where  they  can  do  it  i  - 
nocently  and  with  a  good  Confcience  :  not  indeed  in  any 
Way  which  has  an  obvious  Tendency  to  fix  and  ftrengthen 
a  wrong  Turn  in  their  Minds  ;  not  vainly  to  elevate  and 
aggrandize  themfelves  in  their  Elleem  •,  and  by  no  Means 
to  gain  a  Maftery  over  their  Underftanding,  and  an  undue 
Government  of  their  Reafon  :  But  to  gain  freer  Accefs  to 
their  Souls  •,  to  render  themfelves  more  ufelul  to  them  ;  and 
fo  the  better  to  Anfwer  the  great  Ends  of  their  Miniflry. 

And  agreeably  we  find  this  to  have  been  an  eminent  Part 
of  their  Charader,whom  Chrift  immediately  fent  to  preach 
his  Gofpel  ;  and  particularly  of  St.  Paul's^  whofe  Example 
as  a  Minifter  of  Chrift,  feems  ■  to  fhine  with  fome  fuperior 
l,uftre  :  We  find  him  often  mentioning  his  Meeknefs  He  Pa- 
tience, his  tender  Forbearance  and  Condejcenfion  towards  Mer^ 
of  various  Chara£iers  and  Opinions,  with  a  View  to  their 
greater  Advantage  by  his  Miniftry. — Such  a  Reprefcntation 
he  gives  of  his  own  Condu<5t,  and  to  fuch  a  Temper  and 
Behaviour  he  exhorts  others,  in  the  latter  Part  of  the  loth 

Chapter 
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Chapter  of  this  Epiftlc  to  which  Chapter,  I  conceive,  my 
Text  properly  belongs. — AllThings  are  lawful  for  me  (favs 
tie)  but  all  Things  are  not  expedient  :  All  Things  are  lawful 
for  me,  but  all  Things  edify  not  :  Let  no  Man  Jeek  hts  cwjtybut 
cry  Man  another's  IVealth. 

After  this  Account  of  his  own  catholic  and  prudent  Senti- 
ments, and  this  general  Advice  to  others,he  goes  on  to  give 
fome  particular  Diredions  to  the  Corinthians,  how  to  ufe 
their  Chriftian  Liberty,  and  to  behave  themfelves  inafFen- 
fively  among  Men  of  differing  Perfuafions  in  religious  Mat- 
m;  and  thea  clofes  with  this  direftAdvice  aiidExhortati- 
3n  '::Give  none  Offence. neither  to  ihejeivs,  nor  to  tbeGentileSy 
nor  to  theChurch  cf  Gcd :  Even  as  I pleafe  allMen  in  allThings  ; 
wi  feeking  mine  own  Profit,  but  the  Profit  of  many,  that  they 
nay  be  faved.  Be  ye  Followers  of  me,  even  as  lalfo  am  of  Chrift. 

Thus  the  Words  of  my  Text,  are  evidently  an  Exhorta- 
on,  from  what  the  Apoftle  had  delivered  in  the  Clofe  of 
e  preceeding  Chapter  :  an  Exhortation  to  a  catholic^  fcr- 
^earing  and  condefcending  Behaviour.  "They  are  parallel  to 
.hofe  Pafiages  in  his  Epiftle  to  the  Romans,  which  he  feems 
:o  have  had  in  his  Mind,  and  may  fcrve  farther  to  poinc 
)ut  his  Meaning,  here. —  ^e  then  that  are  Strong,  ought  to 
fear  the  Infirmities  of  the  IVeaK  (ind  not  to  pleafe  our  felves  : 
l^et  every  one  of  us  pleafe  his  Neighbour  for  his  Gcqd  to  Edi- 
Ication :  For  evfn  Christ  pleafcd  not  himfelf ;  but  as  it  is 
it  ten.  The  Reproaches  of  them  that  reproached  thee  fell  on 
^  t 

Sc.  Paul  had  this  Part  of  our  Saviour's  Example  elpe- 
.  'ily  \n  View,  and  made  it  the  Rule  and  Paiiern  of  his 
jwn  Condud  ;  and  in  this  therefore  iliould  be  ih-.itated  by 
the  Miniftcrs  of  Chrift  :   And  to  fuch'a  Behaviour  he  ex- 

prefly 

.   .t  Rom.  ij.  I,  2,  3. 
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prcfiy  exhorts  Chriftians  in  general,  and  has  therefore  in  the 
Words  before  us  pointed  out  their  Duty  aJfo.  Miiiifters  of 
Chrift  then,  Ihould  aim  at  imitating  of  Him,  inMeekne/s  and 
Condtfcenfton  ;  in  a  tender  and  catholic  Temper,  and  Beha- 
z'iour  towards  thofe  with  whom  they  have  to  do  ;  feeking 
herein  their  fpiritual  Benefit  and  Advantage  :  And  their 
People  fhould  aim  zx.  following  them  herein,  even  as  they 
follow  Chrift,  their  common  Lord  and  Mafter. 

But  then,  tho*  the  Words  before  us,  point  out,  more 
direftly,  the  Duty  of  Minifters  and  other  Chriftians,  in 
this  Part  of  their  Condudl ;  yet,  I  conceive,  that  without 
any  Violence  to  the  Text,  as  it  here  ftands,  and  confiftent 
with  facred  Truth  in  general,  we  may  take  them  in  a  more 
extenfive  and  unlimited  Senfe.  The  Example  oi  our  Sa- 
viour is  evidently  propos'd  for  the  Imitation  both  of  Mi- 
nifters and  People,  in  many  other  Branches  of  their  Beha- 
viour, and  this  according  to  their  feveral  Places,  and  the 
Relations  they  fuftain  : — He  has  exhibited  in  his  Life,  not 
only  a  perfefl  Example  of  Reverence  and  Piety  to  God,  of 
Love  and  Benevolence  to  Men  ;  a  facred  Regard  toTruth 
and  Righteoufnefs,  to  Chaftity,  Temperance,  and  other 
moral  Virtues  •,  in  which  Reafon  and  Revelation  teach  us, 
that  all  Chriftians  of  every  Denomination  ftiould  follow 
him  :  But  he  afted  alfo  as  a  publick  Teacher,  authoriz'd 
and  fent  by  God  to  declare  his  Mind  and  Will  to  Men  ; 
and  here  from  the  fame  Grounds,  'tis  apparent  they  are  pe- 
culiarly concern'd  to  imitate  )\im,v)hom  he  likewife  has  com- 
miflion'd,  and  fent  to  publifti  his  Truth  unto  the  World. 

I  hope  therefore  it  will  neither  appear  unnatural,  nor  be 
tffenfive  to  the  more  critical  Hearer,  if  I  confider  the  Words 
before  us,  fomcthing  according  to  this  View  -,  and  fo  as 
offering  feveral  important  Diredions  both  to  Minifters  and 
People,  according  to  their  refpe^iveQ\idSd£ii:x%  and  Stations. 

And 
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And  having  premifed  this,  which  feem'd  neceflary  in  or- 
der to  fee  this  Subjc(fl,  and  the  Manner  in  which  I  purpofe 
to  handle  it,  in  a  jujl  and  favourable  Lights  I  fhall  now  pafs 
to  the  particular  Confidcration  of  thefc  two  Things,  which 
I  apprehend  are  clearly  exprcfs'd  or  implied  here. 

I.  That  Minifters  of  Chrift  fhould  aim  themfelves  at  be- 
ing Imitators  or  Followers  of  Him. —  And 

II.  That  their  People  fliould  aim  at  being  Followers  of 
them,  even  as  they  are  of  Chrift. 

And  while  1  difcourfe  upon  each  of  thefe,  I  beg  to  be 
heard  with  Calmnefs  and  Candor. 

I.  Minifters  of  Chrift  ftiould  themfelves  aim  at  being  Imi- 
tators or  Followers  of  him. 

This  in  fome  Things,  as  hinted  above,  they  are  call'd  to 
in  common  with  all  Chriftians ;  and  in  others,  they  are  pe- 
culiarly concerned  to  imitate  him  as  his  Minifters. —  I  ftiall 
therefore  confider  their  Duty  here,  as  it  naturaJly  falls  un- 
der each  of  thefe  Heads  ;  and  accordingly  attempt, 

I.  To  point  out  fomc  of  thofe  Things  in  which  Mini- 
fters of  Chrift,  in  common  with  all  Chriftians,  fliould  be 
concerned  to  follow  Him. 

And  here  I  am  fenfible,  a  great  variety  of  Particulars 
would  properly  come  under  Confidcration,  as  the  Example 
of  our  Saviour  was  a  finijh'd  Pattern  ot  holy  Living,  and 
worthy  of  our  ferious  and  religious  Regud  in  every  Fart  of 
it :  But  the  neceflary  Limits  of  this  Difcourfe  will  fufFer  us 
to  take  aView  only  of  fome  of  the  more  principalBranches, 
or  general  and  important  Parts  of  it,  as  it  defcrves  our  Imi- 
tation.      And  here, 

B  I.  Chrift's 
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I.  Chrift's  Miniftefs  ftiould  be  concerned  ro  Imitate  him 

in  a  lively  and  rational  Piety  towards  God.  This  was  a  main 
Branch  of  our  Saviour's  Charafter  j  one  principal  Part  of 
that  Example,he  has  left  for  ourlmitation. — He  conftantly 
difcovercd  an  ardent  Lote,  with  a  deep  and  folemn  Reve- 
rence for  the  fupream  Being  ;  and  was  ever  careful  to  pay 
him  all  becoming  Honour  while  he  drove  to  promote  in 
others,  a  like  Veneration  and  Efteem,  and  every  dutiful  Af- 
fedlion  towards  him. —  He  was  frequent  on  proper  Occa- 
fions  he  was  devout  and  fervent  in  his  Addrcfles  to  his 
heavenly  Father  ;  and  taught  others  to  pay  this  religious 
Homage  to  their  Maker  :  He  chearfully  confided  in  God, 
and  liv'd  refigned  to  his  holy  Will  •,  he  had  an  inviolabk 
Regard  for  this,  and  fhewed  the  grcateft  Readinefs  to  do  it, 
even  in  the  moft  difficult  Cafes  •,  while  he  inculcated  a  like 
virtuous  Life  upon  all  about  him,  and  faithfully  reprov'd 
Offences  againft  Heaven  :  The  greatell  Danger,  apparent 
In  theDifcharge  of  Duty,  never  held  him  back  from  ir,when 
the  Will  of  hisFarher  call'd  \\\r(\.— Father,  thyWill  be  done  : 
Fathery  glorify  thy  Name,  was  the  Breathing  of  his  Soul, and 
Language  of  his  Lips,  even  when  he  was  calPd  to  make  a 
Sacrifice  of  Life. —  And  yet  his  Zeal  for  God  and  Virtue 
was  ever  difcreet  and  temperate  ;  his  Piety  was  fcher  and  ra- 
tional, while  it  was  rigorous  and  lively. — It  was  wholly  free 
from  Enthiiftafni,zn^  all  the  ungovern'dFlights  of  an  heated 
Fancy,  and  wi  d  Imagination  on  the  one  Hand  •,  and  on  the 
Other,  from  a  vain  OHentation  and  fpecious  Hypocnfy  :  He 
conllantly  frown'd  upon  2ilhcwy  Religion,  and  lharply  re- 
prov'd the  artjul  dijguifed  Hypocrite,  while  his  ownConduft 
was  free  trom  Blame,  and  exactly  corrtfponded  with  his 
fincere  and  refined  Sentiments. —  As  he  taught,  fo  he  wor- 
fhipped  the  (ine  true  God,  in  Spirit  and  in  Truth,  in  a  de- 
cent and  reverent  Manner  :  He  was'n't  afham'd  nor  afraid 
to  make  his  folemn  Addrcfles  to  God  btfore  the  World, 
when  proper  Occafion  olfer'd  ;  tor  his  Piety  was/rw"  and 
exalted,  and  not  to  be  brow  beaten  :  Bur  then  he  was  far 

fif  m 
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from  dping  this.. cult  of  w;»an4  (ffpiy  Show  :  for  while  he 
reprov'd  the  Vanity  of  thofe  who  lov'd  to  pray  in  theSyna- 
gogue,  and  at  the  Corners  of  the  Streets,that  they  might  be 
feen  of  Men,  he  rtot  only  exhorted  his  Difciples  to  a  fecret 
Performance  of  this  Duty,  but  often  retir'd  himfelf  for  the 
folemn  Exercifes  of  Devotion. 

Our  Saviour  claicn'd,  indeed,  foine  Relation  to  God, and 
Inccrcourfe  with  Heaven  above  others  ;  but  then,  here  was 
not  the  leaft  Appearance  of  an  enliufiaHic  Turn  :  None  of 
his  Pretcnfions  were  groundlefs  and  imaginary,  but  upon 
the  mod  critical  Ex.unination,  were  evidently  fupported  by 
fufficienc  Realbn.  ,  So  exAit^'apd  c^^^ar  was  xhe  Correfpon- 
dence,  in  many  Points  efpecialiy,  between  xhtAppuiyanu  he 
ipade  in  the  World,  and  .the^^,?fX'/^f«V-'  vvliich  long  before 

Eere  deliyei-ed  cxjncerning.jiim.  jj-|uch.wa5  tlii?  Naiutc  of  his 
..oclrines,  'and  Tenor,  of  that  Rclj^'un'  which:  Jic  taught 
fuch  alio  the /C/W,  and  the  Num.hr  of  his  Miracles,  and 
Piiclt  the  jilft  \velght  and  Force  of  rpany  othes  diret!f,  or 
collateral  Arguments  in  his  Favour,as  ^i/ifw.'/y  pointed  him 
o^]t  to  be  the  promifed  Mtfft-ah  and  Saviour  of  tiie  WorliJ  ; 
«nd  fliewed  beyond  all  reafonable  Gl^edion,  tliat  he  was 
lent  of  God,  and  that  God  was  with  him. —  And  therefore 
he  often  appeai'd  to  fonie  of.thefe  fhings,  as  demonfircitijij 
his:divjne  f4i(non,;and  juftirfyinghim  in  what  he  prerendcd 
to—  ^Ci^rfk  the  Scriptures  (  fa  id  he  )  for  in  them  ye  think  ye 
have  eternal  Lifc^  and  thej  are  they  "xhi^h  tefiijy  cf  me.  f 
IVhkh  of  you  convinceth  vie  of  Sin  ?  Jnd  if  I  fay  the  Truth, 
"jif'hy  do  ye  not  believe  me  ?  *  The  Jl'orks  lifJ-ncb  myfather  hath 
^fven  me  tofiutfh,  the  famefVorks  that  I  do  hear  ll'ttnefs  of  me, 
that  the  Father  hath  fent  me.\\  If  I  do  not  the  IVorks  of  niyFa- 
iher ^believe  we  not ;  bi4  if  I  do,  tho^ ye  believe  not  vit,  believe 
the  IVcrks^  that  ye  may  kmnj  and  believe  th^  (he  Father  is  in 
me,  and  I  in  SccJ  Thus  did  Chrill  irt  what  he  pretend- 
ed to,  appeal  to  the  Reafcn  and  Judgmail  of  Mankind,  and 
i  B  2  could 
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could  not  but  be  juftified,  by  the  well-inform*d  and  un- 
prejudiced Mind. 

And  doubtlefs,  it  is  to  be  confider'd  as  a  peculiar  Excel- 
lency in  our  Saviour's  Example,  and  a  ftngular  Advantage 
in  his  Religion,  that  both  zxt  confovant  to  impartial  and  un- 
bias'd  Reafon,  and  juftly  claim  Suffrage  and  Support  there- 
from.—  And  as  his  Piety  was  thus  fre^  from  the  natural 
Foundation,  and  firft  Principles  of  Enihuftafm,  fo  it  was 
unattended  by  any  of  the  extravagant  and  pernicious  Fruits 
of  it. — He  difcover'd  in  his  Life,  nothing  of  that  Pride  and 
Arrogance  ;  nothing  of  that  afjuming  Air  and  Contempt  of 
others,  ;  of  that  difregard  to  Peace  and  Order,  and  furious 
Zeal  for  a  Party  in  Religion,  which  is  infcperable  from  this 
Turn  of  Mind,  and  eafily  feen,  notwithflanding  all  Pro- 
felTions  to  the  contrary.  Chrift  was  remarkably  meek  and 
humble  He  taught  Peace  on  Earth,  and  urg*d  Forbear- 
ance and  Good-will  among  Men,  and  was  ever  ready  to 
make  the  rfjoft  charitable  Conftruftion  of  Things. 

.And  it  is  worthy  of  particular  Notice,  that  in  the  cxer- 
cife  of  his  miraculous  Power,  tho'  he  often  exerted  it  in  the 
Face  of  the  World,  and  expos *d  his  Operations  to  the  fair- 
cft  Examination  •,  yet  it  was  apparently  with  a  View  to  do 
Good,  and  to  afTift  and  forward  theDefign  of  his  Miniflry, 
by  evidencing  bis  divine  Miffion,  and  raifing  Mens  greater 
Attention  to  his  Doftrines  ;  and  never  meerly  to  promote 
his  own  Fame,  and  gain  the  Applaufe  of  Men.  And  there- 
fore he  often  fought  to  have  his  Miracles  conceal'd,  when 
no  valuable  End  was  likely  to  be  obtain'd,  or  when  an  ill 
Ufe  was  likely  to  be  made  of  them,  to  the  Prejudice  of  his 
Miniftry  by  their  being  publick.  His  great  Aim  was  at 
Ufefulnefs  in  the  Caufe  of  God  and  Men  in  this  he  difco- 
vercU  the  finccreft  and  moft  difinterefted  Views. 

Ao4 
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■  And  Chrift's  Minifters  fhould  be  concerned  to  imitate  him 
here  :  to  be  polTefs'd  of  a  like  lively,  rational  and  mafculine 
Piety. — This  certainly  enters  far  into  the  true  Charafter  of 
a  Gofpel-Miniftcr,  and  is  an  excellent  Qualification.  Thfr 
Soul  that's  infpir'd  and  warm'd  wiih  this  pious  Regard  to- 
ward the  blefled  God,  is  likely  to  be  adlive  in  his  Service  ; 
and  fuch  a  Minifter  will  behave  with  a  becoming  Zeal  and 
Vigour  in  his  proper  Bufinefs.  Agreably,  our  Saviour  laid 
particular  Strefs  here  ;  He  put  this  Qucftion  over  and  over 
to  one  of  his  Difciples,  Love/i  tbou  me  ?  And  when  he 
as  often  confefs'd  \t,Feed  mySbeep  ffaid  he)  feed  my  Lambs.  * 
Minifters  then,  fliould  be  concerned  to  have  the  Love  of 
God  and  Chrift,  Hrongly  imprefs'd,  and  deeply  rooted  intheir 
Hearts  •  They  fhould  keep  up  a  religious  Intercourfe  with 
Heaven,  by  frequent  and  folemn  Prayer  :  A  lively  Abhor- 
rence of  Sin,  and  Lovdof  Virtue,  fhould  lead  them  conti- 
nually to  difcountenance  the  cw,and  to  encourage  the  other, 
while  they  fhould  be  ever  ready  themfclvcs  to  do  the  Will 
of  God  in  all  Things. — When  they  excel  thus,  in  a  ftcady 
and  vigorous  Piety,  they  aft  in  their  proper  Charafter  as 
Chrift's  Embajfadors  and  Reprefentatives  here  on  Earth  :  In 
this  they  will  be  fhining  Examples  to  Believers  ;  a  noble 
Defence  to  the  Credit  and  Reputation  of  the  Gofpel,  and 
be  moft  likely  to  promote  the  great  Ends  of  their  Miniftry. 

But  then,  they  fliould  fee  to  it,  that  in  this  Part  of  their 
Religion  they  are  fincere  and  rational  \  that  they  neither 
impofe  upon  others  with  a  vain  and  empty  Show  of  Piety, 
nor  deceive  themfelvcs  with  a  wrong  mif-guidcd  Zeal :  That 
they  are  fincere,  is  of  the  laft  Impotence  to  themfelvcs,  as 
their  own  Salvation  depends  upon  it  \  And  that  they  aft  ra- 
tionally is  certainly  of  very  great  Importance  to  the  valua- 
ble Succcfs  of  their  Miniftry,  and  to  the  real  Honour  and 
Intereft  of  Religion. 

There's 
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Tlicre's  fcarccly  any  Thing  fhort  of  open  Infidelity,  and 
prophane  barc-tac'd  Banter,  has  a  nwre  threatning  Afpcct 
upon  the  Chriftian  Keligion,  than  the  Enthufiafm  of  itsPro- 
feflbrs,  tnd  ejpeciaUy  of  Jts  teachers.  When  thcfe  imagine 
they  arc  illuminated  and  aflifted  from  Heaven  in  an  exira- 
ordtnary  Manner ;  when  tliey  claim,  the  Pqflefljon  of  un- 
common Gifts  and  Priviledgcs,  for  which  they  can  produce 
X\Q  better  Evidence  than  their  own  pejith  e  Aficrtion,  they 
»re  prepar'd  to  do  fume.ot  the  greateft  Mifchiefs  to  the 
Chufch  ot  Chfift,  and  to  fpread  Biforder  &  Confu/ion  thro' 
the  World.  Such  Men  become  immediately  incapaLle  of 
Convidion,  and  being  fee  right  when  they  are  wrong,  bc- 
caufe  they  know  too  much  to  receive  lultrudion  &  Counfcl 
from  any  on  Earth  :  Their  Senfe  of  Things  is  the  only  di- 
vine Senfe^  and  confequently  they  are  infalUHe. — Now,  what 
will  not  fuch  Men  do  ?  What  Milchicts  ha'n't  they  done 
to  the  Church  ot  God  ?  They  are  ready  to  reproach  and 
vilify  every  foberChrirtian, who  does  not  fee  and  feel  as  they 
do,  and  fall  in  with  all  their  tantaftical  Notions  :  to  fpeak 
of  fuch  as  carnaly  blind,  dead,  &c.  They  grow  impatient  ol 
Rule  and  Government ;  and  almoft  any  Thing  is  right  in 
their  View  that  will  promote  their  owa  Seotiments  &  Party. 
They'll  deftroy  Peace  and  Order,  and  raife  Difcord,  Divi- 
fions,  and  hot  Contentions  in  Chriftian  Societies,  to  make 
Profelytes  •,  for  they  are  fure  they  are  right,  and  all  that 
differ  frbrti  them  muji  be  wrong  ;  and  then  why  fhouldn't 
they  ?  •  And,  indeed,  what  can  Men  fo  fpiritual  and  pef- 
fetft,  hive  to  do  with  the  antiquated  Kules  ot  Scripture  and 
Reafort,  when  they  have  ait  immediate  Rule  from  Heaven  •, 
a  divine  Guide  as  well  ik  Imfnlfe  to  every  Aftion  ? 

And  then  further  here  The  Manner  in  which  fuch  Men 
teach,  or  practice  the  Religion  of  ChrifV,  tends  to  bring  it 
into  Difrepute  and  Contempt  :  For  while  the)'  pretend  to 
thefe  t»tracrdinary  Things,  and  praftice  fuch  Irregularities^ 
and  both  under  the  Name  of  his  Religion,  they  weaken 

thofe 
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thofe  rational  Evidences  for  Chriftiarlity,which  vicrzSreSily 
defigned  to  recommend  it  to  tlie  Faith  and  Pradiceof  Man- 
kind :  For  it  is  certain,  that  after  all  the  bold  Afiertions 
and  arrogant  Claims  of  the  Enthufiaft,  the  fober  &  think- 
ing Part  of  the  World,  will  determine  concerning  the  Doc- 
trines of  Religion,  by  Reafon,  which  muft  ever  remain  the 
Judge  and  Standard  of  Truth.  The  obvious  Tendency 
therefore  of  reprefenting  the  Religion  of  Chrift  in  this 
Manner,  is  either  to  promote  Infidelity  on  the  one  Hand,  or 
that  ungovem'd  IVildnefs  on  the  other,  which  in  its  genuine 
pernicious  Effcfts,  is  little  lefs  to  be  dreaded. 

Chriftians  then,  and  Minifters  efpccially,  (hould  be  con- 
cerned that  their  Piety  is  Joker  and  rational,  as  well  ^sivarm 
and  lively. —  Here  they  Ihould  imitate  our  blefifed  Saviour* 
who  in  his  Pretenfions  and  Pradlices  could  tvcr  appeal  to  the 
Reafon  of  Mankind.  And  in  what  an  amiable  Light,  with 
what  peculiar  Advantages  does  fuch  a  Minifter  appear  in  his 
facred  Office  ?  What  Weight  &  Influence  are  his  Do6lrines 
likely  to  have  upon  Men,  when  tlrey  arfe  fuch  as  tlieir  own 
Reafon  and  Confciences  muft  approve  of,  as  worthy  of  God 
to  reveal  and  teach,  and  of  them  to  believe  &  pratlke.  \  ■  And 
when  he  exhibits  in  his  own  Example  the  living  amiable 
Virtues,  he  earneftly  perfuades  them  to  ?  If  fuch  an  one  fails 
of  making  fo  much  religious  Noife  and  Stir  in  the  World,  as 
the  wild  and  more  terrible  Entbu/ia{1,yei  I  am  perfuaded  his 
Miniftry  is  eminently  calculated  to  promote  the  Religion 
of  Chrift,  in  making  Men  wifer  and  better. 

II.  Miniftersof  Chrift  Ihould  aim  at /w/tf//;;^  of  him  in 
their  Love  and  Benevolence  to  Mankind. 

Next  to  their  Piety  to  God,  their  Good- Will  to  Men 
feems  to  claim  a  principal  Place  in  their  Charader  ;  for 
thtfe  were  eminent  in  our  Saviour.  And  it  is  obvious  that 
this  Grace,  which  is  the  Glory  of  every  private  Chriftian 

and 
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and  a  dijiinguijhing  Badge  of  his  being  a  Difciple  of  Chrift, 
muft  have  a  diredl  and  important  hfiuence  in  a  Minifter's 
Work. —  Nothing,  certainly,  will  excite  and  animate  Him 
more,  to  lay  himfelf  out  for  his  People's  Good  ;  to  fpend 
and  be  fpent  in  their  Service,  than  an  ardent  Love  for  thcm> 
and  Defire  of  their  Welfare. — This  will  warm  his  Soul,  and 
render  him  aftivc  and  vigorous  in  their  Caufe,  under  the 
Difficulties  and  Difcouragemcnts  he  muft  expeft  to  meet 
•with  :  This  will  arm  him  with  Patience^  and  render  him  in- 
defatigable in  his  Labours.  And  when  Love  and  Benevo- 
lence to  Men,  is  added  to  a  fincere  Piety  to  God,  here  is  the 
beft  Foundation  laid  for  an  ufcful  Miniftry  :  When  thefe 
two  powerful  Springs  are  fix''d\n  a  Minifter's  Soul,  can  they 
fail  of  leading  him  to  aft  with  Lite  &  Zeal  in  the  Caufe  of 
Virtue^  which  is  the  Caufe  of  God  and  Man,  and  by  which 
he  can  flicw  himfelf  a  Friend  and  Lover  of  both  ? 

Minifters  may  never  expeft,  indeed,  to  gain  the  full  Sub- 
limity of  this  Virtue  in  the  bleffed  Jcfus :  in  Degree,  his 
Love  to  Men  was  inimitable. —  The  Goodnefs  of  his  noble 
Heart  was  great  and  large  as  the  Sand  of  the  Sea  i  dtffu/ive 
like  the  Light  of  the  Sun  and  kind  &c  benign  as  the  gentle 
Rains  of  Heaven. —  But  then  they  Ihould  ftrivc  for  fomc 
uncommon  Advances  here  in  a  Refemblance  of  him.  To 
do  Good,  was  the  conftant  Employment  and  principal  Bu- 
fmefs  of  his  Life  And  to  mention  the  many  Inftanccs  in 
which  his  Benevolence,  Kindnefs,  and  Mercy  were  difplafd^ 
would  be  to  repeat  his  whole  Hiftory.  Wherever  he  ap- 
pear'd,  Eafe  and  Joy  feem  to  have  been  his  conftant  Atten- 
dants. How  fufceptible  was  he  of  Pity  &  Companion,  and 
how  ready  to  relieve  and  comfort  the  Diftrefled  ?  How  con- 
ftantly  did  he  employ,  even  his  miraculous  Power,  in  re- 
moving every  Kind  of  Plague  in  reftoring  Health,  and 
Reafon  and  Life,  and  raifing  Joy  and  Gladnefs  in  every /or- 
rowful  and  dfje£led  Face  ?  And  it  muft  add  a  peculiar 
Sirtrng'h  to  the  Evidence  of  Miracles  in  his  Favour,  that 
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his  were  all  Afts  of  Kindnefs  and  Mercy  ;  agreable  to  the 
Spirit  and  Temper  of  his  Dodrines,  and  becoming  a  Lover  and 
P-riend  of  Men. 

But  then,  the  Goodnefs  and  Benignity  of  his  Heart,  had 
ftill  a  more  generous  and  extenfive  Aim  than  this  :  His 
chief  View  Was  to  Inftrudl:  the  ignorant  j  to  reform  the  erro- 
nieous  and  vicious  to  cftablilh  Truth  and  Righteoufnefs 
to  promote  the  Love  of  God  and  Man,  and  as  their  proper 
Fruits,  univerfal  Virtue  and  Reditude  of  Life  •,  and  hereby 
to  advance  the  real  Hdvour  and  endlcfs  Felicily  of  rational 
Creatures  :  With  pView  ro  this,  he  went  through  innume- 
rable Fatigues  and  Harddiips  while  he  liv'd,  and  at  laft  fa- 
crific'd  his  precious  Bloqd  to  the  Welfare  and  Happinefs  of 
Men  \  j^reable  to  what  he  had  declared.  That  he  came  not 
tvj>e  miniftred  unto,  l>ut  to  mtnijler,  and  to  give  bis  Ufe  a  Ran- 
fim  for  maty.  *  ,  , 

And  what  went  far  in  demonftrating  the  firm  and  efta- 
blifh'd,  the  free  and  generous  Goodnefs  of  his  Soul,  wai 
that  Patience  and  Mecknefs  with  which  he  bore  the  many 
Injuries  and  Affronts  he  met  with  in  doing  Good  i  his  Rca- 
dinefs  to  pafs  by  Offences,  and  unconquerable  Defuc  to  ferve 
the  Intered  even  of  his  moft  inveterate  Enemies  :  many 
Inftanccs  ii^igh:  be  here  given,  but  I  muft  pafs  them. 

Such  was  the  Example  of  our  Saviour  in  this  amiable 
Branch  of  it,  which  I  have  taken  but  a  curfory  View  of. 
Thus  did  he  exhibit  in  his  own  Condudt,  thzDoHrines  which 
lie  taught  to  others.  And  in  this,  his  Minifters  (hould  be 
concerned  to  follow  him  :  This  they  are  call'd  to  asChrifti- 
ans,  who  have  profefledly  taken  him  for  their  Mafler  and 
Leader  :  And  this  they  arc  call'd  to  in  an  higher  Senfe,  as 
hisMinifters  ;  as  thofe  who  are  juftly  concluded  to  converfc 
much  with  his  Example  and  Dydtrincs,  and  whofeEmploy- 

C  ment 
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ment  is  the  fame  with  his,  namely,  To  feck  more  immedi- 
ately the  Welfare  and  H^ppinefs  of  Men.  Like  him  they 
fhould  cheriflian  ardent  Love  and  Good-will  toMankind  i 
and  efpecially  to  thofe,  whoieFclicity  is  their  more  peculiar 
Charge,  Like  him  they  fhould  be  always  ready  to  every 
good  and  charitable  Work  :  They  fliould  regard  even  the 
temporal  well-being  of  iheirPeople,  and  be  ready  to  relieve 
and  retrefh  the  diftrefled  among  them,  as  their  Ability,  and 
the  greater  Concerns  of  their  Office  will  permit.  And  it  is 
much  to  be  lamented,  that  the  Circumftances  of  Mioifters 
in  general,  are  fo  contracted,  and  I  heir  neeeffary  Concerns 
with  fccular  Bufinefs,  fo  many  and  great,  that  thcy  can  fpare 
no  more  Thought  and  Afliftance  this  Way;  and  thereby 
are  prevented  in  a  great  Mcafure,  from  fetting  this  lovely 
Virtue  in  a  favourable  and  engaging  Lights — ■  But  more  ef- 
pecially fbould  they  imitate  Chrift  here,  in  fecking  their 
fpiritual  and  eternal  Intereft  :  A  Love  for  their  People's 
Souls  fhould  mere  inflame  their  Breafts,  &  their  futureHap- 
pinefs  be  their  primipal Contxtn  :  To  this  they  are  more 
cireftly  called  artd  this  falls  within  their  proper  Sphere  of 
Tho't  apd  A<^tion.  Here  tl^is  noble  PalTion  ;  this  God- Hkc 
Virtue,  lliould  ha^e  its  unrefVraln'd  and  vigorous  Influence.' 
ihiis  fKou'ld  mnke  them  ftudious  ahd  thb'tful,  patient  anii 
viratchtui  :  This  fhould  move  them  often  to  ^;<2r  their  Peo- 
ple upon  their  Hearts  to  the  'fhfOBe  of  Grace,  and  ///their 
MoMths  with  Arguments,  to  plead,  with  God  for  them  : 
This  fhould  put  tHe'm  upon  looking  well  to  their  Flocks  j 
^pon  knowing  their  State  and  upon  providlrig  and  dif- 
penfing  proper  Inflruftions,  Counfels,  Warnings,  (^c.  Thi^ 
fhould  make,  theni  diligent,  and  indefatigable  in  their  En-' 
deavours40  tnake  their  People  knowings  virtuous  and  happy  j 
and  thus.t9  approve  them(elvt:s  good  Minijlers  of  jfe/usChriJti 

3.  It  fhould  be  the  Care  of  Chrifl's  Miniflers  to  imitate 
fiim,  in  rt// thofe  »»or<j/ Vert u?s  which  v/tTc  confpicuous  in 
his  Life,  and  enforced  by  his  Gofpcl. 

Thofc 
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Thofe  which  have  been  already  confider'd,  feem  to  claim 
iomt  eminent  Place  in  the  minifterial  Charafler,both  as  they 
were  remarkable  in  our  Saviour,and  are  likely  to  have  fomc 
fuperior  and  happier  Influence  upon  a  Minifter's  Soul ;  and 
thereforel  conceiv'd  might  well  be  thus  diftindly  handled:  - 
But  then  a  Minifter  fliould  be  concern'd  to  refembleChrift, 
in  fomc  diftin^uifhing  Manner,  in  the  Whole  of  his  moral 
Charader.  He  is,  not  only  in  Common  with  allChriftians, 
cill'd  to  univerfal  Vir  ue  but  it  is  particularly  and  ex- 
prefly  required  of  a  BiOiop,  or  Minifter  of  the  Gofpel,  that 
he  be  meek  and  gentle  towards  aHMen — peaceable  and  patient^ 
— ihat  he  flee  youthfulLuJis.-]- — Be  fober^  jufl ^temperate  :  * — 
And  be  not  only  blamelefs^  but  of  good  Report  \\ — In  aWord, 
he  is  exhorted  to  be  an  Example^  to  Believers  in  Cofrverfation, 
in  Charity,  in  Spirit,  in  Faith  and  Purity,  X  &c.  And  again, 
to  take  Heed  to  himfelf,  i.  e,  to  his  Life,  as  well  as  to  his 
Do£iriney  4-  would  profecute  an  happy  and  fuccefsful 
Miniftry.  And  if  we  add  to  thefe  exprefs  InjuniElions,  the 
Nature  zndiBufinefs  oi  a  Minifter's  Office  ;  and  thelnfluence, 
the  fuperior  Influence  his  Example,  whether  it  be  good  or 
bad,  is  likely  to  have  upon  others  ;  it  muft  be  abundantly 
evident,  that  fgch  have  fome  Jpecial  Concern  even  in  thefe 
Things  }  and  fliould  ftrive  to  excel  in  all  thofe  Graces  and 
Virtues,  which  couipleat  and  adorn  the  Charafter  of  every 
private  Chriftian.  They  came  tonh  to  the  World  asChrift's 
Embafladors  and  Reprefentatives ;  and  it  will  be  juftly  ex- 
pected that  they  behave  anfwerable  to  this  ftngular  Dignity 
and  Honour.  They  are  placed  in  a  more  elevated  &  con- 
fpicuous  Point  of  Light  than  others,  and  their  Conduct  is 
more  critically  obferved  :  By  an  unfuitable  Bchaviour,they 
xt?^t6t  greater  Dijhonour  upon  their  Lord,  and  {\x\kt  di  deeper 
Wound  in  his  holy  Religion  :  Their  ill  Lives,  being  an  open 
and  ftanding  Contradidion  to  their  Dodrines,  will  pnjudire 
Mens  Minds  againft    them,    and  greatly  enervate  the 

C  2  Forte 
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Force  of  every  Motive  they  urge  to  a  virtuous  Life.  —  But 
when,  on  the  other  Hand,  their  own  Example  correfponds 
with  the  facred  Truths  they  teach  to  others  this  will  give 
it  peculiar  Charms^  whereby  it  will  attrafl  the  Eyes  of  Men  ; 
engage  theirVeneration  &  Efteem,and  give  a  rolemn  Weight 
and  Energy  to  their  Miniftrations,    "  It  fliould  be  iheirCarc 

therefDre,to  Ihew  theirPeople  this  and  the  otherVirtuc  in 
*'  theLife  ;  that  theirEyes  may  affefl  theirHearts,  and  the 
*'  Beauties  of  Religion  be  better  apprehended,  and  more 

foi  ceably  felt,  than  they  are  likely  to  be  from  their  Doc- 
*'  trines  and  Defcriptions  only." — They  are  fet  up  asLigbts 
in  the  fP  or  Id  ;  and  fhould  take  Care  tbat  their  fJght  fo 
Jhines  before  Men,tbat  they  feeing  their  goodlVorksjtnay  glorify 
their  Father  who  is  in  Heaven.  * 

4.  Minifters  of  Chrift  fhould  aim  at  imitating  of  Him, 
by  encouraging  themfelves  in  their  Woik  from  the  Hope  of 
a  glorious  Reward. 

However  the  Minds  of  fome,  render'd  weak  by  being 
ever-ivrcught  and  refined been  unable  to  bear  this  Senti- 
ment, that  Chriftians  fhould  have  RefpeU  to  a  RecompcrKc 
of  Reward,  as  an  Encouragement  to  Vertue  •,  yet  we  have 
fufficient  Reafon  to  embrace  ir,  and  to  pradlice  upon  it. — 
We  are  naturally  led  to  conclude,  that  this  is  both  their 
Duty  and  Priviledge,  from  God's  propcfmg  the  Rewards  of 
anotherLife  as  Incentives  to  Piety,which  he  evidently  docs.-- 
For  certainly,  an  infinitely  wife  &  good  God,  would  nevec 
fet  fuch  powerful  Temptations  before  his  rational  Creatures, 
iirt8ly  P  lead  them  from  the  Path  of  their  Duty.  The 
fame  we  mud  likewife  conclude  from  that  Nature  God  him- 
itlt  has  implanted  in  Man  ;  from  that  invate  Beftre  of  his 
own  Happinefs,  whereby  it  becomes  impoflible  for  him, 
without  being  form'd  over  again,  void  of  this  Principle  of 
SeU  Love,  not  to  be  influenced  from  this  Motive,  if  he  is 

influenced 
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influenced  at  all.  But  then,  the  Evidence  that  this  is  not 
only  lawful,  but  a  Duty,  gathers  Strength  from  the  Exana- 
ples  of  the  Godly  we  have  in  facrcd  Scripture,who  had  this 
Jlegard  to  their  ownHappinefs  in  a  religious  Life,for  which 
they  were  not  reproved^  but  commended.  Mofes  is  one  Ex- 
ample here,  who  is  fpoken  of  as  going  thro*  uncommon 
Difficulties  in  the  Service  of  God.from  thisMoix^t  j  Becaufe 
f>e  had  Refpe5l  unto  the  Recompence  of  Reward,  -f  But  an 
Example  of  greater  Weight  is  that  of  our  Saviour  himfelf, 
ivho  is  not  only  reprefented  as  a£\ing  from  this  Principle  in 
pafling  thro*  his  Labours  and  Sufferings  here,  but  is  alfo 
■proposed  as  an  encouraging  Example  to  Chriftians.  Let  us 
run  with  Patience  the  Race  that  is  fet  before  us,  looking  unto 
Jefus  the  4uthor  and  pinijher  of  our  Faith  ;  who  for  the  Joy 
that  was  fet  before  him,  endured  the  Crofs,  defpi/tng  the  Shame^ 
and  is  fet  down  at  the  right  Hand  of  the  Throne  of  God.  For 
the  Exhortation  goes  on  in  the  next  Words  ;  Conftder  him 
that  endured  fuch  Contradiction  of  Sinners  againjt  timfelf,  left 
ye  be  weary  and  faint  in  your  Minds.  *  And,  indetd,  when 
iheHope  and  Expcftation  of  future  Happinefs  is  encourag'd 
and  chcrifh*d  with  this  View,  to  animate  Chriftians  in  their 
religious  Courfe,  it  becomes  fo  far  a  moral  Virtue,  and  Is 
to  be  viewed  in  the  fameLight,mth  their  aiming  at  a  greater 
Love  &  Reverence  for  God, in  order  to  their  being  quicken'd 
and  aflifted  herefrom  in  a  Life  of  Piety. 

And  Minifters  of  Chrift  may  have  fome  fpecial  Concern 
here,  as  well  as  in  thofe  Things  that  have  been  already  con- 
fidered  :  They  may  not  only  with  Safety  imitate  theirLord 
in  this,  but  fhould  endeavour  to  have  the  noble  Motive  ren- 
der'd  ftrong  and  vigorous  in  their  Souls,  in  Proportion  to  the 
greater  Difficulties  and  Difcouragements  they  have  to  ftrug- 
gle  with.  They  fhould  often  lift  up  their  Minds  above  this 
World  pt  Labour  and  Sorrow,  and  view  with  a  lively  Faith 

and 
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*nd  Hope^  that  future  Glory  and  Blcflednefs,  the  Gofpcl  fets 
before  them  :  This  divine  Profpeft  Ihould  fupyport  and  re- 
frcfh  them  under  the  inceflant  Labours  &  Watchings  which 
^ear  out  their  Strength  and  exhauft  their  Spirits  ■,  under  the 
Reproaches,and  various  Ill-treatment  they  fuffer, which  tend 
to  dilhearten  and  render  them  dull  &  languid  in  theirWork  : 
This  fhould  fortify  their  Minds,  and  chear  &  animate  them 
in  their  facred  Employment. — This  is  not,  indeed,  the  only 
Incitement  to  a  laudable  Zeal  and  Activity  in  his  Work^ 
a  Minifter  fhould  labour  to  be  poffefs'd  of :  nor  is  this  to  be 
fought,  or  improved  alone. — Some  others  have  been  men- 
tioned, which  are  really  theFoundation  of  this  :  Such  as  his 
Piety  to  God,  his  Love  to  Men,  and  Dtfire  of  their  Wel- 
fare &c.  But  then,  this  will  bring  an  additional  Streiigtb. 
Let  him  therefore  from  a  Love  to  GoJ,  and  Man,  from  a 
Love  to  his  own  Soul  ;  and  from  this  Profpeil  of  Glory 
and  Happinefs,  endeavour  to  have  his  Breaft  fir'd  with  a 
generous  Ardor,  and  to  be  encourag'd  &  quicken'd  in  his 
Labours  ;  and  he'll  find  all  little  enoHgh  to  fupport  him, 
and  to  render  him  diligent  and  faithful  in  his  important 
and  difficult  Trull. 

But  'tis  Time  that  I  confider, 
2.  Some  of  thofe  Things  in  which  Minifters  of  Chrift  as 
fucbt  are  more  peculiarly  concern'd  to  imitate  Him. 

Befides  what  they  are  call'd  to  in  common  with  other 
Chriftians,  the  Nature  and  Defign  of  their  Office  leads  them 
to  refemble  him  in  fome  dijtingutjb^d  Manner,  in  feveral  im- 
portant Points,  As, 

I.  They  fliouid  aim  at  imitating  him,  in  their  Jncere 
Regard  to  Truth,  and  Care  to  preach  it  in  it's  Purity  to  their 
People. 

As  Chrift  was  fent  into  this  World  by  the  Father  to  pub- 
lifh  his  Mind  and  Will,  fo  we  find  him  fcvcralTimes  taking 

Notice 
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Notice,  of  this,  and  declaring  that  he  aded  as  a  faithful  Mi- 
nifter  of  God.— Da^rine  is  not  mine  (faid  he)  but  his  that 
fenl  we.  -\  I  have,  told  you  the  I'rulb  which  I  have  heard  gf^^ 
Gody  &c.  $  And  even  his  Enemies,,  tho^itb  an  ill  Defigq^ 
made  this  ConfeHion  to  him  :  MaJlqmtjL  know  that  thou 
art  (rue,  and  carejl  for  no  Man  •,  for^ffl  regarde{i  not  the 
V^rfon  qf  Men :  but  te^uhcjl  the  IVay  of  God  in  Truth.  \[  An^ 
w,e  h^ve  an  eminent  Inftance  of  his  inflexible  Regard  to  di- 
vine Truth,  and  Care  to  publilh  ip  in  it's  Purity  to  the 
World,  in  his  juft  and  feverc  Reproof  to  the  Scribes  and 
Pharifecs,  for  their  falfe  and  adulterating  Gloflcs  upon  it.  * 
He  dar''d  to  differ  from  tlKfe  Men,  tho'  famous, in  theChurch 
for  I^^arning  &  Piety  i  and  to  Refcue  the  Truth  from  that 
mixture  of  Error  and  Wickcdnefs  with  which  they  had 
blended  it. —  And  in  this  Branch  of  their  Condufl  his  Mini- 
(lers  Ihould  fet  his  Exaniplc  before  them,  and  aim  at  copy- 
ing after  it..— 716^  i^ofpel-,  is  faid,  to  be  committed  to  their 
Truft.  4-  It  is  copimittcd  to  them  in  an  higher  Senfe  than  to. 
Chrlftians  in  general  :  It  is  put  into  their  Hands, as  a  facred, 
Depofttttm,  which  they  fhould  be  concern'd  to  preferve  in  it's. 
Purity^  Dignity,,  and  Value,: — It  is  given  them  in  Charge 
to  teach  unto  others  as  the  Mind  of  God  ;  hence  Miniftcrs 
a^e  ftji'd  Stewards  cf  the Myjlcrifi.of  God  ;  and  it  is  required 
in  Stewards  that  a  Man  be  found  faithful,  *■  They  are  then 
to.  examine  the  Scriptures /or  themfelves  ;  and  to  fearch  oui 
the  Mind  and  Will  of  God  as  there  revealld  :  And  theyj 
fljould  feek  a  large  and  intimate  Acquaintancepith  the  di- 
vine Plan,  or  S.yftem  of  Religion  as  there  fet  before  them  ; 
^Jhat  they  may  the  better  fee  how  onePart  refle6ts  Light  upon 
another  ;  and  may  have  the  Advantage  of  a  Connexion  and 
Harmony  of  the  whole,  to  lead  them  into  a  conflflent  Senfe 
of  it's  feveral  Parts  ;  the  only  Saife  in  which  it  can  be  juftlyj 
fuppos'd  God  intended  we  fhould  underfland  Him. —  And 
keeping  clofe  to  the  moft  evident  Senfe  'jf  the  facred  Text, 

this 
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this  they  fhould  deliver  to  their  People  : —  Not  their  own 
Notions,  nor  the  Sentiments  of  others,  only  as  upon  a  fobtr 
Examination,  they  appear  founded  on  the  Oracles  of  God, 
and  confonant  therc^  They  ought,indeed,to  venerate  the 
Names  of  great  a^^Bpd  Men,  and  to  pay  a  fuitabie  De- 
ference to  their  O^^ns  \  i.  e.  they  ftiould  confider  them 
ferioujly  and  impartially,  and  readily  embrace  any  Light  that 
is  ofFer'd  them.  To  rejeft  the  Sentiments  of  others,  meerly 
becaufe  they  are  not  our  own  j  and  to  give  ourfelves  tip 
blindfold  to  tlieir  Opinions,  are  here  Extreams  equally  lohc 
avoided  :  The  one  is  full  of  inlufFerablePride  &  Arrogance  ; 
and  the  other  of  Stupidiry  &  Folly.  A  Minifler's  Bufinefs 
is -to' fcarch  for  the  Truth  impartially,  as  he  is  to  deliver  it 
in  the  Fear  of  God  :  And  here  nothing  (hould  fway  with 
him  fo  much  as  the  [acred  Scriptures :  Thefe  are  to  form  and 
determine  all  his  Sentiments  :  And  while  with  an  honeft 
Wir.djhe  keeps  clofe  to  thefe,  he  may  fafely  venture^  and  it 
is  his  Duty  to  imitate  Chrift,  in  diflenting  from  others,  tho' 
ever  fa  great  and  famous,  where  he  is  perfuaded  they  depart 
from  the  Truth  nor  ought  he  for  this  to  fufFer  Cenfurc 
or  Reproach  from  any.  The  Doftrines  of  the  Gofpel  were 
committed  to  his  Truft  ;  not  the  Sentiments  of  this  fdllibte 
MsVt  or  the  other  ;  or  of  this  or  that  Body  of  Men  :  He  is 
to  call  no  Man  Mafler  upcn  Earth,  becaufe  one  is  his  Mafler, 
even  Cbrifl.  I  Thus  Ihould  he  imitate  the  firft  Minifters  of 
the  Gofpel,  whofs  Conduft  St.  Paul  defcribes  in  this  Man- 
ner :  Ther^rc,  feeing  a-f  kave  this  Minifiry,  as  tre  have  re- 
ceived Mtrcy,  ice  fiiint  not :  But  have  renounced  the  hidden 
things  cf  btflionefly,  net  'Xalking  in  Craftinefs^  nor  handling 
the  JVcrd  cf  God  deceitfully  ;  but  by  Manifeftaticn  cf  theT rutb^ 
(cmrncnd:7^  ourfehes  to  tvery  Man's  Confcience  in  the  Sight  of 
Cod.  t 

2.  They  fhould  aim  at  imitating  Chrift,  in  fetting  the 
Truth  before  their  People  in  an  eafy,  clear  tcfirong  Light. 

In 
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In  thefe  Points  our  Saviour's  Conduft  was  remarkable. 
It  Is  highly  probable,  thefe  were  Things  he  had  in  View 
iTiong  others,  in  the  Ufeof  Parables  and  Similitudes  which 
arc  often  met  with  in  his  Gofpel.  This  was  a  Method  of 
Inftruftion  the  Jews  had  been  us'd  to,  and  in  which  there- 
fore they  were  not  only  likely  to  apprehend  him,but  to  have 
his  Do^rincs  deeply  flx'd  in  their  Minds :  And  in  Regard 
to  them,Chrift  might  fometimcsthe  rather  make  ufc  of  thefe, 
even  when  hisDo£trines  were  of  fuch  a  Nature, as  would  bear 
to  be  fully  underftood  by  them.  But  then,  it  fecms  evident 
Kkewife,  that  he  fometimes  fpake  in  Parables,  with  a  View 
to  conceal  fome  Parts  of  his  Do(5lrine,from  thofc  who  would 
have  been  ready  to  make  an  ill  Ufe  of  it  for  which  Pur- 
pofe,  this  Way  of  Inftruftion  was  alfo  well  adapted.  There 
were  certain  Things  couched  in  fome  of  thefe  figurativcRe- 
prefcntacions,which  he  knew  thejews  would  not  bear  in  open 
Light  }  and  which  yet  were  necefjary  to  be  publini'd,to  pre- 
pare the  Way  for  the  furprizingScenes  which  were  haft'ning 
in  View.  And  this  being  a  Method  wifely  and  excellently 
fitted  to  convey  theKnowledge  of  hisDoftrines  to  thofe  who 
were-6tf«(?/?/y  difpos'd  to  receive  them  ;  and  at  the  famcTime 
to  Jcreen  himfelf  from  the  violent  Refentmcnts  of  others,  it 
was  apparently  the  beft  Manner  of  teaching  thofeTriiths  h: 
came  to  deliver.which  the  State  of  Things  would  then  bear. 
Nor  do  we  find  he  was  "ever  backward  to  explain  his  figu- 
rative Way  of  Ipeaking,  to  well  difpofed  Minds,when  they 
had  miffed  the  Meaning  of  his  Metaphors  :  —  ^his  he  of- 
ten did  to  his  Difciples,  while  he  jultly  left  others  fo far  in 
the  Dark,  as  they  were  difpofed  to  rejijt,  or  abufe  theLight. 
Agreably  he  faid  •,  therefore  fpeak  I  unto  them  in  Parables ; 
hecaufe  they  feeing^  fee  not  ;  and  hearing,  I  bey  hear  not  ;  nei- 
ther do  they  underQand.  X  And  with  Refpeft  to  fuch  of  the 
People,  as  appear'd  willing  to  be  inftruftcd,  it  is  fuid  He 
fpake  the  Pf^ord  to  them  in  Parahksy  as  they  tverc  able  io  hear 
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it :  Where  'ti?  added  j  IVken  they  were  alone  he  expounded 
all  Things  to  his  Dijciples.  f  But  when  he  omitted  this  Me. 
thod  oflnftr.udion,  which  he  generally  did,  whenever  he 
delivered  thofe  Doctrines,  in  which  the  peculiar  Myjleries  of 
his  Kingdom,  that  were  likely  to  be  cffenjive  to  the  Jews 
were  not  concern'd,  then  he  fpake  with  all  imaginableC/wr- 
nefs  and  Strength  of  Expreffion,  He  made  Ufe  of  that 
Phrafeology  his  Auditors  were  moft  accuftomed  to';  and 
in  which  they  were  moft  likely  to  underftand  him.  His 
Truths  were  fet  in  a  clear  -and  advantageous  Lights  &  prefs'd 
upon  the  Mind  with  great  Strength  of  Reafon  :  And  were 
thus  excellently  jilted  to  reach  the  Underftanding  and  Con- 
fcience,  with  an  irrefiftable  Force  and  Pungency  i  and  to 
leave  an  happy  Impreflion  upon  the  Mind. 

And  in  this  his  Minifters  fliould  follow  him.  It  is  their 
Bufinefs  to  inftrud  the  Ignorant  ;  to  reform  the  Vicious  • 
a  id  to  edifie  Men  in  Knowledge,  Piety  &  Virtue  ;  /.  e.  To 
bring  Men  to  underftand,  to  believe,  and  live  t-he  Doftrines 
of  the  Gofpf  1 ;  This  they  ftiould  aim  at,  And  this  fuppofes 
they  are  Men  of  Knowledge  tliemfelves,  in  what  they  arc 
to  teach  to  others  :  And  the  Reafon  and  Nature  of  Things 
here  ftiew,  that  they  fhould  be  well  acquainted  with  Lan- 
guage 1  and  able  to  ufe  thofe  Forms  of  Speech  which  arc 
moH  exprejfive  of  what's  intended,  as  well  as  fuited  to  the 
Capacities  of  their  Hearers.  I  am  fenfible,  indeed,  that  fuch 
is  the  odd  Turn  of  fome  Men's  Minds,  that  they  arc  never 
better  pleafedy  nor  think  themfelves  more  edited,  than  when 
they  hear  what  they  do  not  underftand.  They  imagine  there 
niuft  be  fomething  profoundly  learned,and  very  divine  here  ; 
Something  important,  and  no  Douht  profitable,  becaufe  it  is 
beyond  their  Reach.  And  the  fureft  Way  to  gain  the  Ap- 
plaufe  of  fuch,  is  for  the  Preacher,  at  leaft  frequently  to  ule 
the  moft  obfcure  Terms,  and  talk  very  uninteligibly.  —  But 

however 
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however  fome  may  have  fought  Applaufe  this  Way,  and 
indulg'd  a  ftrange  Kind  of  Vanity,  it  is  certainly  the  Reverji 
of  what  fliould  be  a  Minifter's  Condufl.  He  is  to  feek  and 
ufe  the  Gift  of  Utterance,  not  tp  darken,/ia/  to  make  known 
the  Myftery  of  the  Gofpel :  Except  ye  utter  by  the  Tcnguet'^ords 
eqfy  to  be  mderflood,  (fays  St.  Paul)  how  fljall  it  be  known 
what  is  fpoken  ?  Foryejhall fpeak  into  the  Air. — In  the  Church 
I  had  rather  fpeak  five  fVords  with  my  Under/landing,  that  by 
my  Voice  I  might  leach  others  alfo  ;  than  ten  Thoufand  IVords 
in  an  unknown  T ongue.  f 

Yet  there  is  a  low  grov'ling  Stile,which  is  almoft  equally 
to  be  avoided,  as  it  difgufts  the  Minds  even  of  common 

Hearers,  and  brings  Cow/ifw/)/  upon'this  facred  Office.  

Wifdom  here,  and  that  Skill  in  L.angiiage,  a  Preacher  of  the 
Gofpel  muft  be  fuppos'd  to  have,  will  direfl  to  the  kippy 
Mean  between  thefe  twoExtreams.  Nor  can  he  better  grace, 
inrich,  &  dignify  his  Stile,  and  at  the  fame  Time  accommo- 
date it  more  to  the  Capacities  of  Men  in  general,  than  by 
forming  it  by  that  of  the  facred  Scriptures,  and  ufing  the 
very  ExprefTions  of  the  holy  Texr,  whenever  he  can  do  it 
pertinently  and  clearly  to  his  Point.  'JMiis  will  give  a  foleiViU 
Elegance  to  his  Language,  and  divine  Truths  will  ever  ap- 
pear better  in  this  Drcfs,  than  in  all  the  jludied  Pomp  of 
Greek  or  Roman  Eloquence. —  And  having  fet  the  Truth  in 
an  eafy  and  clear  Light,  let  him  prefs  the  fame  upon  the 
Mind  and  Confcience,  with  every  rational  &  divine  Argu- 
ment theSubjed  naturally  admits  of.  It  fhould  be  a  Mini- 
ftei's  Concern  to  have  what  he  teaches  ftrongly  imprcfs'd 
upon  the  Heart  i  that  his  Words  may  ftick  as  Nails  Jajlencd 
by  Majlers  of  JJJemblies,  and  have  their  ju ft  and  proper  In- 
flaencft  This  is  the  great  End  of  our  Preaching,  to  bring 
Men  to  live  and  praaife  what  we  teach  them  :  And  this 
fhould  be  a  Minifter's  governingView,  both  in  forming  and 
delivering  his  Difcourfcs.  3,  Minifters 
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3.Minifter$  fhould  imitateChrift,in  confultiftglheTeirpers, 
Prejudices^  and  Conditions  of  theirPeoplc,&  endeavouring  lb 
to  adapt  ihemfclves  as  is  moft  likejy  to  profit  their  Hearers. 

Thus  did  our  Saviour  behave  in  his  Miniftry.  This  upon 
an  attentive  View  of  his  Hiftory,  will  appear  to  be  one  prin- 
cipal Defign  of  his  Parables  : —  In  thefe  he  had  Regard  to 
the  Prejudices  of  the  Jewifh  Nation,  and  to  their  violent  per- 
lecuting  Tempers,  towards  any  that  ftruck  at  their  favorite 
Opinions.    In  this  the  great  St.  Paul  fet  him  up  as  his  Ex- 
ample, and  copied  after  him  :  It  is  this  Part  of  his  Condudl 
cfpccially,  he  defcribes  in  the  PaflTages  immediately  before 
my  Text,  and  from  whence  he  urges  the  Exhortation  there. 
And  to  thisPiirpofe  he  fpeak-sbui  in  more  full  &  ftrongEx- 
prefllons  in  the  prcceeding  Chapter.   Tbo'  I  be  free  from  all 
Men,  (fays  he)  _v*/  have  I  made  myftlf  Servant  unto  all^  that 
I  might  gain  the  more  :  Unto  the  Jews,  I  became  as  a  Jeu\ 
that  I  might  gain  the  Jews  :  To  them  that  are  under  the  Lau\ 
as  under  the  Law,  that  I  might  gain  them  that  are  under  the 
Law :  To  them  that  are  ivithout  Law,  as  without  Law  {being 
not  ivithout  Imiv  to  God,  but  under  the  Law  to  Chriff)  that 
i  might  gain  them  that  are  without  Law.  T o  the  weak,  be- 
CKme  I  as  weak,  that  I  might  gain  the  weak  :  I  am  made  all 
Things  to  all  Men,  that  by  all  Means  I  might  gain  fome.  * 
'i'hus  did  the  Apoftle  after  the  Example  of  Chrift,  confult 
the  I  cmpcrs  and  various  Prejudices  of  his  Hearers,  and 
wifely  fuit  himlclf  to  their  Weakneflc-s  : —  not  in  any  Man- 
ner againft  the  Rules  of  Piety  &:  Virtue  ;  he  ftill  held  him- 
fef  under  the  Law  to  Chi  iff  :  But  whcie  he  could  with  a 
iafe  Confcience,  and  without  ftrcngthening  Men  in  a  wrong 
Way,  he  aded  with  a  Catholic  Temper  ;  and  with  this  no- 
ble View,  the  better  to  fcrvc  their  Intercft  and  promote  the 
threat  Ends  of  his  Miniftry.  And  here  the  Minifters  of  Chrift 
;^ould  join  with  him  in  imitating  their  divine  Maftcr. 

This 
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This  Part  of  a  Minifter's  Condud  we  commonly  call 
Prudence  :  And  as  this  is  a  very  ufcful  and  important  Qua- 
litication,  I  would  here  mention  a  tew  Particulars  •,  and  Iky, 

1 .  Minifters  (hould  labour  fo  to  adapt  themfelves  to  their 
People's  Tempers  and  Prejudices^  as  to  avoid  Offence  even 
in  their  common  Converfation. 

Whatever  they  fee  tends  to  turn  Men's  Minds  againft 
them,  whether  in  theirWords  orAdlions,  they  (hould  avoid, 
when  they  can  do  it  lawfully  ;  and  thus  tor  their  Sakes,  a. 
bridge  themfelves  in  feme  Points  of  their  own  Liberty. 
I'hus  Chrift  is  faid,  not  to  baveplcafed  hmfelf :  AndChrifti- 
answho  arejlrong-,  i.e.  who  are  of  tuperior  Attainments  in 
Religion,  are  exhorted  in  Imitation  of  him,  thus  to  bear  the 
Infirmities  of  the  IVeak^  and  not  to  fleafe  tbemfePves.  .  And  we 
find  him  thus  reprov'd  who  fhould  tranfgrels  this  Rule  of 
Condudl  :  If  thy  Brother  be  grieved  with  thyMeat^nov;  walk- 
ejl  thou  not  Charitably  :  deSiroy  not  him  with  thy  Meat  for 
whom  Chrill  died.  *  Minifters  are  not  oblig'd  indeed,  to  hu- 
mour Men  in  their  Follies  and  WeaknetTes,  whenever  with 
a  Profpecfl  of  Succefs,  they  can  ufe  their  Endeavours  to  re- 
claim them  i  much  lefs  arc  they  to  flatter  them  in  any  Kind 
of  Wickednefs :  Nor  again,  tliould  they  fall  in  with  their 
Humours,  and  ftudy  to  recommend  themfelves  to  their 
Efteem,  with  a  View  to  fieal  away  their  Affedions  from 
thofe  who  have  a  properRight  to  them,and  to  profylite  them 
to  their  Party.  However,  this  may  have  been  the  Praftice 
ot  fome,  yet  it  is  mean  and  bafe,  below  the  Spirit  of  a  Man  ; 
much  below  the  noble  &c  generous  Spirit  ot  a  Chriftian.  But 
they  Ihould  walk  thus  inotfenfively  among  their  People  with 
a  fincereAim  the  better  to  promote  the  main  Ends  of  their 
Miniftry ;  and  Ihould  takeCare  therefore  always  to  maintain 
the  Honour  and  Dignity  of  their  Office. 

2.  They  (houkl  endeavour  likevvife  tlius  prudently  to  adapt 
themfelves  to  Men's  Tempers  and  Prejudices  in  delivering 
the  Truths  of  the  Gofpel,  Our 
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'  Gur  Saviour  gave  his  luftruftions  as  Men  were  able  to 
bear  tbem  ;  and  in  a  Manner  moft  likely  to  reach  and  en- 
lighten the  Mind,  without  ftrengthening  Men's  Prejudices 
againft  him.    And  in  this  they  (hould  follow  him. 

■  The  Truth  in  it's  clear  and  full  Light,  may  not  bear  to 
be  fpoken  itallTimes.,  and  in  all  Circumjlances.  Wrong  Im- 
preflions  arc  fometimes  to  be  remov'd  by  Degrees  ;  and  the 
Light  to  be  let  in  gradually,  as  the  Mind  is  prepared  to  re- 
ceive it.  I  baZ'i  manffbings  to  /ay  ««/(?^etf,(faid  ourSaviourto 
hisDirciples)i'K/^o«  cannot  bear  them  now.-f  But  then,doubtIefs, 
greatCare  is  here  to  be  exercis'd  by  Minifters,  that  they  do 
notjthro'  fear  oi  givingOfFcnce,encourageMen  in  Error,in  any 
Matter  of  Importance  :  Where  there  is  apparent  Danger  of 
this,  they  ought  to  fpeak  freely  &  boldly,  whether  Men  will 
be  pleas'd  or  difpleas'd.  ThusSt.P^K/ behav'd.  Dolyetper- 
fuade  Men^  or  God  ?  Or  do  Ifeek  to  pleafe  Men  ?  If  I  yet 
pleafed  Men,  I  /hould  not  be  the  Servant  of  Chrrji.  •  But  as  the 
greaieft  Noife  and  Stir,  generally  arifes  about  lefs  important 
Matters  •,  here  certainly  it  becomes  Minifters  to  prefs  and 
inculcate,  as  well  as  to  (hew  themfelves,  a  Charitable  and  C 
tholic  Temper  ;  and  in  this  to  follow  the  Example  of  their 
Lord,  who  ever  check'd  and  difcountenanc'd,  an  over  zei-> 
lous  and  perfecuting  Spirit. 

3.  They  fliould  conftder  and  ftrive  to  fuit  themfelves 
wifely  to  the  State  dJ\<X  Condition  of  their  People. 
;  Every  Seafon  and  Sec  of  Circumftances  are  not  alike  fa- 
vourable and  promifing  :  But  there  are  certain  Times  and 
Conditions  peculiarly  friendly  &c  ajijlant  to  InftruAion,  Re« 
proof  &c.  What  would  be  ofFenfive  at  one  Time,  and  mifs 
of  any  good  Effeft,  may  be  delivered  at  another  with  Ad- 
vantage and  Succefs.  Here  an  Acquaintance  with  human 
Nature,  and  with  the  particular  Tempers  and  Conditions  of 
Men,  will  be  of  excellent  Advantage,    Let  the  Minifter 
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of  Chlift  here  ufe  ,i;h{it  "Wirdom  .Sc  Prudence  which  zrt pro- 
fitable to  dire£l,  apd  to  point  oxjt  the,  happy  Time  &  Man-v 
ncr  of  Addrefs,  bpth  in  pubhck  and  private. 

Once  rndi'e, 

4.  Minifters  fhould  aim  at  imitating  Chrijl  by  profecuting' 
their  Miniftry  with  Diligence,  Faithfuliiefs  and  Courage. 

In  every  of  thefe  Refpedls  the  Example  of  our  Saviour  is 
highly  worthy  of  Notice.  HisLife  was  full  of  Adion.and 
in  the  whole  of  it,  he  aim'd  at  accomplifliing  the  Work  for 
which  he  was  fent.  Imuft  work  the  Work  of  him  that  fent 
me,  ffaid  he)  while  it  is  Day  :  TheNight  cometh  when  no  Man 
mn  work,  t    And  as  he  wis  diligent,  fo  likewife  he  was 

faithful :  Faithful  to  the  importantTruft  repofed  in  him  :  

Faithful  in  the  Difcharge  of  the  feveral  Duties  of  hisOffice 
The  many  Reproaches  and  Sufferings,  &  fatiguing  Labours 
he  went  thro',  could  not  prevail  with  him  to  defcrt  the  noble 
Caufe  in  which  he  was  engag'd  and  at  lad  he  gave  this 
furprizing  Inftance  of  his  immovealle  Fidelity  ;  he  readiljr 
facrificed  his  Life,  when  call'd  to  it,  in  the  Caufe  of  God 
and  Virtue.  In  fome  of  thefe  I'hings  alfo,  as  well  as  in 
many  others,he  manifeftcd  an  heroic  Fortitude  of  Mind.  In 
the  Execution  of  his  Office,  he  regarded  not  Vhe  Perfon  of 
Men  :  Re  taught  theWay  of  God  in  Truth.  He  never  aded, 
indeed  with  Raflinefs,  but  he  did  with  Refolution.  He  re- 
proved and  rebuked  with  Courage  and  Authority,  as  well  as 
with-  Long-fufering,  Mceknefs  ^nd' Patience.  He  was  not  a- 
fraid  to  pronounce  his  tremendousWoes  upon  obftinate  Sin- 
ners, and  to  fh^w  them  plainly  what  was  likely  to  be  their 
Fate.  And  in  thefeThings,hisMinifters  fliould  follow  him. 
They  have  certainly  fome  of  the  moft  weighty  Argu- 
ments to  urge  and  quicken  them  hereto  :  Not  only  theEx- 
ample  of  their  Saviour,  but  ochers,moft  of  which,had  doubt- 
fefs  their  Influence  upon  him.—  Their  OfHce  and  Charge 
is  folemn  ^nd  weighty  j  and  their  Time  is  fliort  :  —  They 
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have  the  Care  of  Souls  committed  to  them,  every  one  of 
which  is  worth  more  than  a  World  :  And  there  is  Danger 
of  their  being  loft  thro'  their  Negligence,  Remiffncfs,  or 
Cowardice. —  They  have  an  Account  to  render  unto  God 
of  their  Conduft  •,  and  their  own  Salvation  has  a  ftridl 
Connexion,  with  their  having  been  faithful  to  their  Truft, 
and  diligent  in  their  Work. — Thefe,  furely  are  Confiderati- 
ons  awfully  important ^inCi  direftly  calculated  to  imprefs  and 
influence  the  Minifter's  Soul  :  To  fill  his  Breaft  with  Zeal, 
and  hisLife  with  a  vigorousAftivity.    Having  thefe  upon 
his  Mind,  he  fhould  give  himfelf  to  Study  and  Meditation, 
that  he  may  be  furnilhed  for  his.momentous  Employment  ^ 
may  rightly  divide  the  Word  of  Truth,  and  give  to  every 
one  bis  Portion  in  due  Seafon.    He  fhould  be  frequent  and 
fervent  in  his  Addrefles  to  Heaven,  that  he  may  receive 
Wifdom  and  Strength  •,  be  fufficient  for  thefe  Things  ;  and 
make  full  Proof  of  hisMiniJlry.    He  Ihould  endure  Hardnefs 
and  Affliftions  as  a  good  Soldier  of  Jesus  Christ  :  For  in 
bis  Miniftry  he  may  expcft  to  follow  the  Example  of  a  fuf- 
fcring  Saviour  •,  cfpccially  if  he  is  faithful ;  Here  the  Dif- 
cifU  is  not  above  hisMaJler,  ner  the  Servant  above  his  Lord. — • 
But  then,  thefe  Confiderations  fhould  render  him  patient 
under  SufFerings,and  intrepid  in  the  Face  of  Danger.  None 
of  thefe  Things  move  me,  (faid  a  Minifler  of  Chriit)  neither 
(ount  I  my  Life  dear  unto  my  felf  fo  that  I  may  finifn  myCourfe 
voith  Joy,  and  the  Mxniflry  which  I  have  received,tc  tejl^y  the 
Cefpel  of  the  Grace  of  God* 

But  it  is  more  than  Time  that  I  fhould  confider  the  fecond 
Thing  propofed  :  And  having,as  I  fear.trcfpafTcd  much  too 
fir  already  upon  your  Patience,  I'll  aim  here  at  a  dcfired 
Brevity. 

II.  People  fhould  aim  at  following  their  Miniftefs  even 
as  they  follow  Chrifl. 

Thlj 
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This  they  arc  exprcfly  taught  in  the  Words  before  us : 
Be  ye  followers  of  m  even  as  I  alfo  am  of  Chrilt. 

But,  as  it  has  been  already  obfcrv'd  :  There  are  fome 
Things  in  the  Example  of  our  Saviour,  which  arc  peculiar 
to  theOffice  and  Charader  of  Miniftcrs  and  in  which  their 
People  are  not  concern'd.  The  Gofpel  has  plac'd  every 
One  in  his  proper  Order,  and  therein  he  is  to  abide  with 
God.  The  private  Chriftian  is  not  to  affLime  the  Minille- 
rial  Charafter  and  a6l  authoritatively  in  his  Office,without  a 
regular  Call  and  Introduftion  thereto.  But  then,  there  arc 
other  Things,  in  which  all  Chriftians  are  call'd  to  imitate 
theExample  of  Chrifl: :  Several  ofthefe  ]  have  touch'd  upon 
in  the  preceeding  Part  of  this  Difcourfe  and  here  the 
Exhortation  before  us  takes  Place  ;  and  may  be  confider'd 
as  offering  to  People  thefe  two  Diredlions  refpefting  their 
Condud. 

1.  That  they  fhould  aim  at  following  their  Miniftcrs  in 
tbcfe  Things^  and  Jo  far  as  they  follow  ChrifJ. 

2.  That  they  fliould  follow  their  Minifters  for  this  Rea- 
foHj  or  becaufe  they  follow  Chrift. 

I.  People  fhould  aim  at  following  thcirMinifters  in  tbofe 
Things,  and  fo  far  as  they  follow  Chriif. 

Tho'  theExample  of  Minifters  is  often  propos'd  for  the 
Imitation  of  Chriftians,  yet  it  muft  he  always  underftood 
that  this  is  a  good  Example  an  Example  refcmbling  that 
of  our  blelfed  Saviour  becaufe  his  is  fet  as  the  Standard 
of  both  :  Andagreably  the  firft  Minifters  cif  Chrift,  com- 
mended the  Theffalcnianj  for  being  Followers  of  them  and  of 
the  Lord,  t  And  Chriftians  are  to  take  no  Man  for  their 
Guide  in  Religion,  any  farther  than  he  walks  according  to 
the  Example  of  Griff y  and  the  T enor  of  his  Gofpel.  Ic  takes 
away  the  Virtue  of  a  religious  Life,  (if  fuch  an  one  mav  be 
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call'd  Religious^  and  deftroys  the  Propriety  of  its  being  re- 
warded by  God,  for  it  to  be  aded  Irom  no  higher  a  Princi- 
ple, than  to  imitate  Men.  For  tho'  this  might  be  good  in 
itfelt,  yet  it  could  not  properly  be  call'd  a  virluous  Lire,  be- 
caufe  one  tuain  Principle  to  cunftitu^e  it  ibch  is  wanting  ; 
which  is  a  Regard  to  theWill  of  G(jd,  SiOhedience  to  him. — 
This  would  be  ferving  Man  rather  than  God  ;  and  the  lat- 
ter not  a:  ail  but  by  Accident. —  But  then,  this  would  be 
unfale  and  dangerous  on  another  Account.  Minifters  are 
but  Men  •,  and  are  liable  toMiiUkes  as  well  as  others  :  And 
Experience  teaches  us,  that  their  being  inverted  with  this 
facred  OiIice,does  not  neccilarily  imply  an  invincibUWwtut. 
And  tho'  it  would  be  a  melancholy  and  pitiable  Cafe,  yet  it 
cannot  be  iuppos'd  it  would  be  a  Jujidentlixcufe  tor  aVian's 
going  Wrcng,that,  in  this  he  follow'd  his  Minifter.  People 
fhould  be  careful  to  fliun  any  ill-Condu£l  in  thefe,  as  well 
as  in  others :  Their  facred  Ofnce  does  by  no  Means  ionfe- 
crate  their  Faults. —  But  then  i  where  they  follow  Chrift, 
and  fet  a  becoming  Example,  which  we  would  hope  is  ge- 
nerally the  Cafe,  thtre  let  their  People  follow  them  :  Let 
them  view  their  Conduft,  and  aim  at  rcfembling  it,  in  all 
Piety  and  Goodnefs.  This  fhould  be  an  additional  Motive 
as  well  as  Guide  in  Religion  :  It  fliould  fill  theirSouls  with 
an  holy  Ardor,  and  encourage  and  quicken  them  to  a  vir- 
tuous Imitation. 

2.  People  fhould  follow  their  Miniflers  for  this  Reafon^ 
or  becaufe  they  follow  Chrift. 

This  is  intimated  in  the  Form  of  the  Exprefiion  here  ; 
Be  ye  followers  of  me,  EVEN  as  lam  of  ChriR,  and  the  Rea- 
fon  of  the  Thing  fully  juftifies  it  :  For  the  Condud  of  Mi- 
niflers is  propofed  for  the  Imitation  of  Chriftians,  mainly  on 
Account  of  its  being  a  Copy  of  the  Life  of  Chrirt  ;  &  bear- 
ing a  Refembbnce  to  the  divine  Original :  And  when  they 
exhibit  fuch  an  Example  of  Piety  and  Virtue  before  their 
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Flocks, as  flione  confpicuoufly  in  theLife  of  the  bleflfed  Jefus, 
it  ihould  then  have  a  very  engaging  and  ccmmandin^  Force 
upon  them.  Thus  alfo  they  are  to  follow,  or  live  the  Doc- 
trines which  they  teach  :  Not  meerly  becaufe  rhey  are  deli- 
vered by  their  Minillers  ;  nor  becaufe  thefe  are  fam'd  for 
Learning  and  Knowledge  ;  or  even  tor  Piety  &Goodnefs  : 
But  becaufe  they  appear  to  be  the  Doffnnes  of  COriff. 

It  certainly  very  ill-becomes  a  Proteftant  Chnftian,  that 
he  believes  as  the  Church,  or  as  his  MiniRer  believes, 
and  pradlices  as  they  do,  only  becaufe  this  is  ihdirFikh,  and 
/i;«y  Praftice.  Tho'  MinifteisLins  fnould  prefervcKnow- 
ledge,  and  it  muft  be  fuppos'd  from  their  peculiar  Advan- 
tages, that  they  have  generally  a  clearer  Infight  into  ths 
Truths  of  the  Gofpel,  efpecially  Rich  ?.s  are  tnorenbllrufe  and 
hard  to  be  underftood,  than  People  in  com:non  i  And  tho' 
their  People  fhould  have  an  high  Refpeft  tor  them,  and  noc 
diflent  from,  or  rejcdl:  what  they  dcliver,but  upon  clear  Evi- 
dence trom  Scripture  that  it  is  wion^  ;  yet  after  all,  they  are 
to  enquire  and  examine  for  tbemfelves  :  They  are  to  Jee  and 
underhand,  as  well  as  believe  &  pra51ife  Jcr  tbernfelves  The 
Charadler  of  the  Bereans  wasenobled  by  this,that  when  they 
heard  the  Dodrines  of  Chrift,  even  from  the  Mouth  of  an 
Apoftle,  They  feanhed  the  Scriptures  daily,  whether  thofe 
Things  ivere  fo —  Thefe  were  miraicbk  tlcjt  they  of  Thefia- 
lonica,  *  £3*<r.  The  Word  ftgnilits  more  ingenuous;  they 
aded  more  like  Men,  why  certainly  Ihould  ufe  their  own 
Reafon  inMatters  of  the  greattfl  Importarce,  if  at  all.  Peo- 
ple neverthelefs  Hiould  noc  indulge  a  cavilling  &  difputa- 
dous  Humour  with  Reaped  to  their  INLniucr's  Doihines, 
as  tho'  they  were  to  be  the  only  Standards  of  Truih  ;  They 
are  not  vainly  to  fet  themfelyes  up,  as  tho'  they  knew  more 
than  their  Teachers,  which  we  may  prefjmc  is  not  often  the' 
Cafe  ;  and  as  if  they  had  a  right  to  Cenfure  every  Thing, 
becaufe  they  have  a  right  to  underfland  it.  They  are  to  hea  t 
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with  a  View  to  receive  Inftruftion,  and  to  live  the  Truths 
of  theGofpcl ;  and  not  meerly  to  find  Fault,  which,it  is  to 
be  fear'd,  is  too  much  the  Cafe  with  feme.  And  when  their 
Minifters  teach  the  Truths  of  the  Gofpel,  they  fliould  pay 
the  fame  Regard  to  them,  as  tho'  dehvercd  immediately  by 
Chrift  himlelf.  They  are  his  EmbafTadors,  to  whom  his 
facred  Miniftry  is  committed,  and  this  clothes  their  Words 
with  a  divine  Authority.  Thefe  are  theExprefTions  of  Chrift 
himfelf,  direded  to  the  Minifters  of  his  Gofpel,  and  they 
fhould  furely  fink  deep  into  Peoples  Minds,  and  remain,  as 
it  were,  engraven  upon  their  Hearts.  He  that  hearelb  ycu^ 
hearelb  me  :  And  be  that  dejpifetb you^  defpifeth  me  :  And  be 
that  defpijetb  me^  defpifeth  him  ttat  fent  me.  \\ 

But  thus  I  have  confider'd  the  twoThings  mention'd  from 
the  Text,  and  will  haften  to  a  Cqnclufion  of  this  Difcourfc. 

And  permit  me  now,  my  Reverend  Fathers  and  Brethren, 
with  all  Refped  and  Deference,  to  recommend  to  your  fe- 
rious  Thoughts,  as  well  as  to  my  own,  this  Example  of  our 
blcfied  Saviour. —  I  am  fenfible  indeed,  that  I  have  come 
far  fhort  of  doing  Juftice  to  the  fair  Original  ;  but  yet,  may 
rot  what  has  been  ofFer'd,  be  at  leaft  thus  far  ufeful,  as  to 
lead  us  to  an  attentive  and  improving  View  of  this,  as  'tis 
fct  before  us  in  the  Gofpel  ?  In  a  finccreSc  upright  Confor- 
mity to  the  Life  and  Dodlrincs  of  Chrift,  we  are  to  aim  at 
being  goodMen  curfelveSj^indnt  making  others  fo  too.  From 
hence  we  are  to  take  our  own  religious  Scntlhients,  and  here 
v/c  are  to  feek  that  Religion  which  we  teach  to  others.  Shall 
we  not  then  place  the  Life  and  Dodrines  of  Chrift  always 
in  our  View,  and  continually  aim  at  Advances  in  a  Refem- 
blance  of  thefe  ?  Does  it  not  become  us  to  ftudy  the  Gofpel 
with  impartial  Minds,  and  to  feaich  for  ihe  Truth  as  it  is 
in  Jefus,  without  being /:c;<j)iV  by  a  Party  Spirit,  or  the  Love 
of  popular  Appla:if:  ?  Ar.d  whiJe  \\z  conceive  it  our  Privi- 
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lege  and  Duty  thus  to  enquire  &  fee  for  ourfeJves,  ftiall  wc 
oot  allow  this  Liberty  to  others^  and  fliew  ourfelves  of  a  Ca- 
tholic and  Charitable  Temper  ?  Upon  this  free  Enquiry, 
which  every  Chriftian  has  an  undoubted  Right  to,  and  efpc- 
cially  every  Minifter,  tho'  we  may  hope  Men  will  be  gene- 
rally agree'd  in  the  more  int^refling  and  important  Things  of 
Religion,which  are  written  before  them  in  fairer  Characters, 
yet  as  it  cannot  be  expedled  but  that  in  Matters  of  fmaHcr 
Moment,  there  will  be  a  Diverftty  of  Sentiment,  it  furely 
becomes  us  to  exercife  a  mutual  and  catholic  Forbearance. 
What  Contentions  what  Divifions  and  Heart- Burnings 
muft  there  otherwife  neccfTarily  be  among  us  !  How  mull 
Peace  and  Love  be  banifti'd,  which  are  the  Strength  &  Glory 
of  Chriftian  Societies  !  And  does  it  not  become  us  efpecially 
to  fhew  this  Forbearance,  as  we  are  to  go  before  our 
People  as  Examples  unto  them  ?  And  will  not  this  be 
juftly  expefted  in  us  above  others,  when  our  facred  Office 
and  Employment,calls  us  more  frequently  to  convcrfo  with 
the  great  and  generous  Views,  and  with  the  fublime  &i  friendly 
Sentiments  of  the  Gofpel  ? —  Let  us  be  ever  ready  then, 
rny  Fathers^  chearfully  to  facrifice  all  our  little  Party  Refent- 
ments,  { which  divide  our  Strength,  and  weaken  our  Influ- 
ence, and  which  muft  have  a  moft  unhappy  EtFe<fl  upon  the 
Minds  of  our  People)  to  the  Honour  of  Chrift,  to  the  Interejt 
of  his  Religion,  and  to  the  Uappinefs  ot  Men.  Let  it  be  our 
united  and  hearty  Endeavour,  to  promote  the  Religion  of 
the  Gofpel,  in  all  the  great  &  important  Branches  of  it : — • 
To  advance  that  Kingdom  of  God,  which  is  not  Meat  and 
t)ri»k,  but  Righteoufnefs  &  Peace,  and  Joy  in  the  holy  Ghoft. 

Nor  can  we  want  Motives  to  influence  us  in  this  impor- 
tant Work  :  The  Caufe  in  which  we  are  engag'd  is  noble, 
and  worthy  of  the  higheftAmbition  of  our  Souls  to  promote: 
'Tis  a  Caufe  in  which  our  divine  Majter  himfelf  has  appear'd 
and  gone  before  us :  A  Caufe  in  which  Heaven  and  Earth  ; 
the  Honour  of  God,  and  Uappinefs  of  Men  are  concern'd. — 
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Our  own  Salvation  depends  upon  our  behaving  well ;  and 
the  Salvation  of  our  People,  has  a  near  Concern  in  this  ; 
Thefe  furely  are  Things  which  (hould  infpire  us  with  the 
fincereft  Ardor  lead  us  to  encourage  each  others  Hearts, 
and  ftrengthen  each  others  Hands  ;  and  make  us  diligent, 
faithful  and  courageous. 

I  would  now  turn  my  felf  to  you.  Dear  Sir,  by  whofe  re- 
peated Importunity,  I  have  been  prevail'd  with  fo  far  to 
trefpafs  upon  the  Rules  ot  youthful  Modefty,  as  to  perform 
this  Part  of  our  prefent  Solemnities.  I  have  attempted  to 
fet  before  you  fomething  ot  the  Cbara£ler  and  Duty  of  a 
Gofpel  Minifter,  as  exhibited  in  the  Example  of  our 
Saviour  :  An  Example  than  which,  none  is  more  ufeful 
and  inftruftive,  or  more  defervcs  your  ferious  Confideration. 
And  as  I  have  aim'd  in  what  I  have  delivered,  efpecta'ly  at 
your  Benefit,  fo  1  truft  you  have  look'd  upon  yourfclf  as 
immediately  concerned  ;  and  by  an  attentive  and  engaged 
Mind,  have  fuperfeded  in  a  great  Meafure  the  need  of  my 
prefTrng  any  Thing  particularly  upon  you.  Yet  fufferme. 
Sir,  to  leave  your  Lord  and  Saviour  in  your  View,  and 
to  befeech  you  to  make  Him  the  great  Exemplar  of  your 
Do<5trine  and  Life. — You  will  prefently  be  inverted  with  the 
Office  ot  a  Gofpel  Minifter,  and  have  the  attful  Charge  of 
Souls  committed  to  you  :  And  you  cannot  but  be  fenfible 
Irom  what  you  have  heard,  that  in  this,  you  arc  call'd  to  a 
very  difficult,  as  well  as  honourable  &  important  Work. — 
What  Piety  to  God,  and  Love  to  Men  ^  What  exemplary 
Goodnefs  and  Virtue  ?  What  Meeknefs,  Forbearance,and 
Patience  What  Prudence  ?  And  yet  whaf  Zeal  What 
Courage  and  Fidelity,  are  required  in  a  Gofpel  Minifter  ? 
Of  what  Confequence  is  it  likely  to  be,  to  the  People  of 
your  Charge  as  well  as  \.oyourfelf,  that  you  take  Heed  both 
to  your  Life  and  Doftrine  ?  When  you  take  a  ferious  View 
of  thefe  Things,and  call  to  Mind  the  manyDifcouragemcnts 
you  are  likely  to  meet  with,  and  that  Account  you  have  one 
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Day  to  render  of  your  Conduft  ;  any  one  who  knows  the 
Heart  of  a  Minifter,  and  has  experienced  the  Difficulties  at- 
tending this  facred  Employment,  would  not  think  it  flrange 
if  your  Spirit  fliould  be  ready  to  Sink  within  you. —  Yet  be 
not  dif-hearten'd,  my  Brother :  There  are  more  pleafing 
Scenes  objeded  to  your  View  :  There  are  Confiderations 
which  may  fupport  yourMind,  arm  you  withFortitude,  and 
fill  you  with  Zeal  in  your  Mafler's  Service.  It's  a  glorious 
Caufe,5/>-,in  which  you  are  call'dto  engage. — You  willferve 
a  good  Mafter  :  One  who  knows  your  Infirmities,  and  can 
pity  your  Weaknefs  •,  and  who  will  not  expert  from  you 
ahve  what  you  are  able.  One  whb  has  gracioufly  promifed 
his  Prefence  &  AlTiftance  to  his  Minifters.  Let  your  Truft 
then  be  in  him  :  And  feek  from  him  that  IVifdcm  &c  Strength 
which  you  want.  And  let  me  add  here  ;  that  we  cannot 
but  look  upon  it  a  very  encouraging  Circumftance  in  your 
Settlement,that  this  venerable  Man  of  God  ;  the  agedPaftor 
of  this  Church  yet  lives :  One  whofe  Praife  is  in  all  our 
Churches,  and  whofe  Life  has  been  a  remarkable  Imitation  of 
our  Saviour's.  With  him  we  truflyou  will  more  chearfully 
enter  upon  your  Work,  and  be  ready  to  ferve  as  a  Son  with 
a  Father,  in  the  Gofpel  of  our  Lord  Jefus.  We  muft  pre- 
fume  it  is  the  Wilh  &  Defire  of  your  Soul, that  One  fj  able 
to  counfel,  direft,  and  encourage  you,  might  ftill  by  the 
Will  of  Heaven,  abide  in  the  Flefli,  as  a  Thing  needful  for 
you  ;  but  this  you  are  not  long  to  expeft. —  He  has  doubt- 
lefs  jujt  finijh'd  his  Work  here  on  £arth,  and  prefently  God 
will  your  Father  from  your  Head.  But  then  ;  Dear 
Sir,  you  have  an  abiding  Friend  &  Counfellor.  Your  Lord 
lives,  who  has  call'd  you  to  this  Work,  and  will  not  forfake 
you  : —  His  Example  which  you  are  to  follow  lives  in  his 
Gofpel  : —  Converfe  much  with  this,  and  aim  at  a  Rcfem- 
blance  of  it.  Preach  his  Dc£lrines  ;  live  his  Life.  Look 
well  to  your  own  Soul  :  See  that  you  are  poflcfs'd  of  that 
firm  and  rational  and  lively  Piety  j  of  that  Love  and  Bene- 
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volcncc  which  fhone  in  his  Example ;  and  ftrive  to  promote 
thefe  Things  in  your  People.  And  confidering  the  peculiar 
Difficulties  of  this  Day,  you  will  fuffcr  mc  particularly  to 
recommend  to  you  a  difcreet  ^ndprudent  Condudl.  Keep  a 
guard  then  over  your  Words  &  Adlions  :  And  ftudy  wileiy 
to  adapt  yourfelf  to  the  State  and  Condition  of  your  People. 
— And  while  you  maintain  the  Dignity  of  your  Office,  let 
them  learn  Meeknefs  and  Condefcention  ;  a  benevolent, 
charitable  and  peaceable  Carriage  from  your  Example,z%  well ' 
7&^xom  your  Pulpit.  And  let  a  Zeal  for  the  Honour  of 
God  ;  a  Love  to  your  People's  Souls  •,  and  the  Hope  of 
obtaining  the  Rewards  of  i  good  &  faithful  Miniftcr,  which 
will  be  diftinguifhingly  great  and  glorious,  render  you  dili- 
gent, patient,  and  indefatigable  in  your  Endeavours  to  do 
Good.  May  you  quit  yourfelf  like  a  Man,  and  be  ftrong  : 
And  having  done  worthily  in  your  Day,  as  a  Shepherd  of 
this  Flock,  may  you  receive  trom  the  chief  Sbepberdt 
Crown  of  Glory  that  fadeth  net  away. 

My  Brethren  of  this  Afiembly, 
You  have  now  heard  fomething  of  your  own  Duty  as 
well  as  that  of  Minifters. — You  are  call'd  with  them  to 
Piety,  Goodnefs,  and  Virtue  :  The  Example  of  Chrift,  as 
well  as  their's  is  fct  for  your  Imitation.  And  let  me  intreat 
you  to  regard  thefe  Things  worthy  of  their  vaft  Importance. 
Think  not  that  your  Minifters  alone^  arc  to  make  Religion 
their  Care  and  Bufinefs.  And  that,  you  have  nothing  to 
do  here,  or  at  moft,  no  more  than  to  view  their  L  ives,  and 
hear  their  Dodrines.  You  are  call'd  with  them  to  Glory  and 
Virtue  :  The  Religion  of  Chrift  is  enjoin'd  upon  you,  and 
eternal  Life  is  before  you.  If  they  are  call'd  to  excel  in  the 
Graces  of  Chriftianity,  you  are  call'd  to  foUow  them  here  : 
and  it  will  be  for  yourHonour  &  theAdvancement  of  your 
Happinefs  if  you  exceed  them  in  every  pious  and  virtuous 
Excellency.  See  then,  that  you  believe  and  embrace ;  fee 
that  you  live  and  practice,  as  well  as  hear  the  Doftrines  of 
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Chrift  which  they  teach  you.    This  is  of  direft  and  awful 
Importance  to  every  one  :  This  is  your  Life  ;  your  eternal 
Welfare  is  concern'd  here.    And  fufFer  me,  my  Brethren,  as 
you  would  profit  by  the  Labours  of  your  Minillers,  to  re- 
commend to  you  Efteem  and  Love  for  them.  Honour  them 
as  the  Meflengers  of  Chrift  to  you,  and  let  them  have  a  juft 
Place  in  your  AfFeftion,  as  thofe  that  earncftl/  feek  y  our 
higheft  Happinefs.  Moft  of  you,  I  truft,  cannot  but  be  fen- 
fible,  of  the  unhappy  Influence  groundlcfs  Jealou/ies  &  Sur- 
mifes  about  their  Minifters,  have  had  upon  People's  Minds  : 
— Bufy,&may  we  notjulliy  fcir, Hi- de/i^nit!gMc»,h2ve  made 
ufe  of  this  Method,  to  prejudice  Perfons  Minds  againft  their 
Teachers ;  &  to  draw  away  firfl  their  Hearts  Irom  then),^nd 
then  their  Ears  from  their  Miniftry.   How  many  Miichiefs 
have  proceeded  from  this  Caufe  .''  What  a  Wound  has  Reli- 
gion receiv'd,  when  the  Reputation  of  Chrift's  Minifters  has 
been  thus  bafely  JlaFd  and  murder'd  ? — You  have  certainly 
a  Right  to  judge  for  yourfelves  :  But  then  fee  that  you  al- 
ways judge  of  their  Dodrines  by  the  Gofpd,  and  make  tbtSy 
and  not  meerly  the  Opinions  of  other  Men,  a  Standard  to  try 
them  by.    And  be  always  upon  your  Guard  againft  fuch  as 
would  thus  lead  you  into  an  ill  Opinion  of  yourTcachers :— • 
Rejeft  with  Abhorence  the  vile  Infinuation.    Cherilh  in 
yourfelves,  and  labc  ur  to  promote  in  others,  a  benevolent 
and  charitable  Temper.    Strive  to  live  in  Peace  &  Friend- 
ihip  with  thofe  about  you  : —  Be  full  of  Kindnefs  : —  Be  full 
of  Benignity.    What  a  diftinguiOiing  Part  did  this  make  of 
our  Lord'sExample  ?  How  often  ;  &  how  earneftly  has  he 
prcfs'd  it  upon  every  Chriftian  ?  And  does  all  this  ftand  tor 
Nothing  ?  Is  it  only  to  be  view'd  as  a  lovely  Pi£iure,  and 
then  to  he  forgotten  ?  No,  my  Brethren  ;  this  is  defign'd  to 
be  wrought  into  your  very  Tempers,  and  exprefs'd  in  all  your 
Lives.    And  how  much  may  you  do  by  fuch  an  amiable 
Behaviour  towards  reforming  an  angry  &  malicious  World  ? 
And  how  happy  would  Men  be  in  their  Communion  with 
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one  another,were  they  thus  perfuaded  to  follow  thcExample 
of  Christ, 8c  to  lore  one  nnotber  ?  This  World  would  then  1 
bear  fome  beautiful  Refemblance  to  Heaven ;  where  there 
is  nothing  to  hurt,  or  deftroy  •,  where  univerfal  Love  and 
Harmony  ;  where  diffufive  and  unlimited  Goodnefs  form  a 
continual  and  exalted  Felicity. 

I  will  have  done,  when  in  a  few  Words,  I  have  addrcfs'd 
myfeif  more  particularly  to  the  Church  and  Congregation  in 
this  Place. 

"We  rejoice  with  you  Brethren,  that  thro'  the  good  Hand 
of  Gcd  upon  your  aged  Paltor  in  his  declining  State,  and  in 
Kind  Companion  to  you,  you  have  not  been  left  as  Sheep 
without  a  Shepherd  :  That  heyondom  Expedation  &  above 
our  Fears,  he  has  been  fpar'd  to  counfel  and  direft  you,  in 
the  momentous  A fFiirs,  in  which  we  are  this  Day  concern'd. 
And  from  his  Love  to  you,  and  Care  for  your  Welfare,  we 
doubt  not  he  feels  a  live'y  Pleafure  in  what  this  Day  prefents 
him  with  the  Profpedl  of :  And  that  he  will  quit  his  Life 
with  his  Charge  here,  in  greater  Calmnefs  and  Satisfafbion, 
when,  as  a  faithful  Shepherd,  he  knows  with  whom,  under 
Christ,  he  is  to  leave  the  Sheep  committed  to  his  Charge. 

Let  it  be  now  your  Care,  Brethren,  to  chcrifh  &  comfort 
him  in  his  advanced  Age  : —  Do  nothing  to  grieve  him,  and 
tp  haften  his  grey  Hairs  with  Sorrow  to  the  Grave.  Give  him 
f.ill  Caufe,  from  your  Ads  of  Kindnefs,  to  blcfsGod  for  you, 
and  encourage  him  to  fcek  the  BlefTings  of  Heaven  upon 
you.  Tho*  his  publick  Labours  are  now  ceafing,  yet  can 
you  forget  K\%  former  Ufcfulnefs  ?  How  many  Years  has  he 
flood  pleading  with  God  for  you,  and  d^fpenjtng  the  Food  of 
Life  to  you  ?  How  has  he  gone  before  you  in  the  Exercife 
of  the  variousGraces  of  theChriflian  Life,  and  (hone  by  his 
Ey ample  as  well  as  Do£Irines  to  lead  you  to  Thrift  and  Hea- 
>  en  ?  How  is  he      griev'd  in  all  yourAfflid>ioos,  and  how 
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earneftly  does  he  wifh  and  defire  your  Happinefs  ?  Surely 
thefe  I'hings  fliould  ftill  indear  him  to  you,  and  maintain 
him  a  Place  in  the  friendly  Affeftions  of  your  Souls. 

And  permit  me  likcwife  to  put  you  in  Mind  of  your  Duty^ 
and  of  that  ConduSl  which  will  become  you,  under  the  Mi- 
niftry  of  him,  who  will  prefently,  in  a  folemn  Manner,  be 
placed  in  the  fame  Relation  to  you,  and  be  feparated  to  the 
Service  of  your  Souls. 

We  rejoycc,  Brelhreri,\n  thofe  excellent  Accomplilhments 
with  which  God  has  bleffed  and  qualified  him  for  hisWork  ; 
and  trufl:  you  will  thankfully  receive  him,  as  a  valuableGifc 
of  our  afcendedLoRD.  He  is  entring  upon  agreal  &cdifficult, 
as  well  as  an  bonouralfleEmployment. — He  is  coming  to  you 
as  an  Embaflador  of  Christ,  who  will  have  it  in  Charge  to 
deliver  his  Mind  and  Will  to  you  •,  and  to  lay  himfelf  out 
in  feeking  your  Happinefs.-^-His  Time  will  be  your's :  His 
Powers  are  to  be  devoted  to  your  Service.    His  own  Hap- 
pinefs as  well  as  your's  is  nearly  concerned  in  his  being  di- 
ligent and  faithful  in  his  Work,  under  a  thoufand  Difcou- 
ragements  he  may  expefl  to  meet  with  :  And  will  not  fuch 
Confiderations,  my  Brethren,  move  you  with  Refped  and 
Pity,  and  a  generous  Kindnefs  to  him  ?    Be  concern'd 
then  that  you  honour  him  as  his  Office  will  require,  and  as 
GOD  has  commanded.    Support  him  chearfully,  and  as  will 
become  his  Station.    Free  him  as  much  as  poflible  from  the 
Cares  of  the  World,  that  he  may  be  at  Liberty  for  your 
Service,  and  lay  himfelf  out  chearfully  in  it.    Guard  his 
Charafier  whenever  you  can,  from  the  rile  yifperjions  of 
malicious  Men.   Sufpefl  the  Defigns  of  any  who  would  draw 
away  your  Hearts  from  him.    Make  him  eafy  and  chearful 
in  his  Work,  by  being  at  Peace  among  your  felves  :  And 
give  not  the  Adverfary  an  Advantage  againft  you  here,  by 
being  drawn  into  Contentions  and  Parties.    Put  on.  Beloved^ 
as  the  EleSl  of  God,  Bowels  of  Mercies,  Kindncfs,Humb!cnefs  of 
Mindi  Meeknefs^  Long-fuffering  ;  be  of  a  foj-kcring  and  for- 


40         Ordination  SERMON, 

giving  Spirit.  And  aim  at  making  him  happy  bere^  and 
your  fclves  for  ever,  by  attending  diligently  on  hisMiniftry, 
and  living  the  Truths  of  the  Gofpel  he  fhall  teach  you. 
Oh  !  beg  of  GOD  to  aflift  and  profper  him  in  his  Work  ; 
and  to  blefs  hisLabours  among  you. — And  may  he  be  long 
continued  a  burning  and  a  (hiningLight  in  the  midll  of  you : 
And  you  having  been  made  wife  by  his  Miniftry  ;  and  he 
having  turned  many  toRighteoufnefs ;  may  you  Jhine  together 
in  the  Kingdom  of  our  Father,  as  the  Brigbtnefs  of  the  Fir- 
mament, and  as  tbt  Stars  for  ever  and  ever. 
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Ordination  Sermon. 


I  Corinthians,  XVI.  lo. 

NoTu  if  Timotheus  come,  fee  that  he  may  he 
ivith  you  without  Fear ;  for  he  "worketh  the 
Work  of  the  Lord.  

TIMOTHY,  of  whom  mention  is  here  made,  was 
a  true  minifter  of  Jefus  Chrifl.  St.  Paul,  who 
will  be  allowed  a  good  judge  upon  this 
point,  gives  him  this  excellent  character,  by 
which  he  feems  diflinguifliing  of  him  from  fome  of 
a  different  coaduft, — He  worketh  the  work  of  the  LORD. 
— The  apoftle,  neverthelefs,  thought  it  needful  to  fend 
fuch  a  caution  as  this  to  a  people  with  whom  he  was 
going  to  tarry  for  a  feafon, — See  that  he  may  be  luitb 
you  without  fear. — Nor  is  the  cafe  with  minifters  and 
people  fo  different  in  the  prcfent  age,  from  what  it  was 
in  the  beginning  of  chriftianity,  as  to  render  this  cau- 
tionary dire<flion  altogether  needlefs.  But  without  any 
injurious  refleftioa  upon  the  charatl^er  of  a  chriitian 
fociety ;  and  with  a  real  and  hearty  view  to  their  future 
comfort  and  happinefs  with  a  miniffer  who  is  coming 
iDong  them,  there  feems  a  great  propriety  in  bis  being 

introduced 


[  ^  ] 


introduced  and  recommended  with  this  addrefs  of  St.  Paul 
to  the  Corinthians,  reipefting  his  beloved  Timothy; 
efpecially  if  he  be  one,  who,  we  have  reafon  to  hope, 
•will,  in  Tom';  good  meafurc,  fupport  his  cha rafter  among 
ihem  ; — See  that  he  may  be  with  you  without  fear ;  for 
he  ivorketb  the  work  of  the  LORD. 

It  is  obvious  that  the  apoftle,  not  only  points  out  here 
the  charafter  of  a  gofpei  miniftcr,  and  the  duty  of  a  peo- 
ple towards  fuch  an  one,  but  that  he  likcwifc  preffes 
their  duty  upon  them,  by  a  very  jufl:  and  weighty  argu- 
ment.— 'I  he  nature  of  his  buGnefi  and  employment 
among  them. 

There  are  three  things  I  fliali  take  notice  of  in  the 
text,  as  defervifig,  on  this  occafion  efpecially,  our  ferious 
attention  and  regard. 

I.  The  office  and  duty  of  a  gofpei  minifter— 
•work  the  work  of  the  LORD.  . 

II.  The  duty      a  people  towards  fuch  an  one — To 
fee  that  he  may  be  with  them  without  fear.  And, 

III.  The  reafon  or  argument,  by  which  a  people's 
duty  to  their  minifter  is  here  inforced — The  nature 
of  his  work  or  bufinefs  among  them — For  he  worketh 
the  work  of  the  LORD. 

I.  We  have  here  fet  before  us  the  office  and  duty  of  a 
gofpei  miniltqr,  viz.  To  work  the  work  cf  the  LORD. 

By  this,  doubtlefs,  we  are  to  underftand,  his  being, 
in  his  proper  fphere,  aftive  and  diligent  in  the  fervice  of 
God  :■ — His  labouring  to  promore  the  kingdom  of  Chriit, 
or  his  religion  among  men.  Thus  St.  Paul  reprefcnts 
the  bulinefs  of  gofpei  minifters  -  Thefe  are  my  fellow- 
workers  unto  the  kingdom  of  GOD.*  i.  e.  To  the  build- 
ing up  the  kingdom  of  God  in  the  world  : — To  the 
promoting  the  knowledge  and  prafticc  of  truth  and 
ri^hteoufncfs  arhong  men. 

This; 

*  Cel.  iv.  II. 
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This  important  work  of  a  gofpel  minifter,  I  fliall 
confider, 

1.  In  reference  to  his  do£lrines.  And 

2.  — To  his  life  and  converfation  among  his  people, 

I.  Then,  It  fhould  be  his  great  aim  and  endeavour 
in  his pub/ic  miuijlry,  to  do  the  work  of  the  Lord  : — To 
promote  the  kingdom  of  God  in  the  vvorld,~ihe  re- 
ligion of  the  gofpel. 

As  the  miniftcr  of  GoD,-*-as  devoted  to  his  fervice 
and  engaged  in  his  work,  he  is  to  take  his  inflrufticns  and 
directions  from  him  : — To  place  the  divine  flan  of  his 
future  operations  before  him,  and  to  govern  himfclf  by 
this.  To  depart  from  this,  and  aft  without  its  guidance 
and  authority,  is  to  gooff  from  the  rule  which  is  fet  hira 
and  to  miftake  his  bufinefs. 

In  order  to  his  afling  in  charafter  therefore,  and  ap- 
proving himfelf  to  him,  whofe  minifter  and  fervant  he  is, 
he  mull  make  the  /acred  fcriptures,  which  are  the,  word 
of  God,  and  contain  his  mind  and  will,  the  guide  of  his 
miniftr}  ; — the  rule"  and  meafure  of  his  doftrines.  So 
God  directed  his  ferv;uit  the  prophet.  Son  of  man,  I 
have  made  thee  a  ivatchman  unto  the  hcnife  of  Ifrael : 
therefore  hear  the  word  at  viy  mouth,  and  give  them 
•warning  from  In  like  manner  our  Saviour  gave  it 

in  charge  to  the  preachers  of  his  gofpel.  A//  power  is 
given  unto  me  in  heaven  and  in  earth.  Go  ye  therefore 
and  teach  all  nations — teaching  them  to  ohferve  all  things 
whaffocvcr  I  have  commanded  you.  f — 

Minillers  of  the  gofpel  are  not  to  te^ch  what  they 
plealc,  and  to  command  their  people  to  receive  it  for 
divine  truth,  but  to  teach  them  what  Chriil  has  com- 
manded. "  It  is  the  bufmefs  of  a  minifter  (fays  one)  to 
"  preach  the  word.  He  is  to  preach  nothing  but  what  is 
"contained  in  the  facred  oracles;  to  be  fure,  nothing 
"  contrary  to  them.  He  muft  not  deliver  any  thing  as 
"  the  doftrine  of  Chrill,  which  he  doth  not  lincerely  think 
"  is  fo.    He  mull  enquire,  rot  what  will  be  grateful  to 

"his 

*  Ezek.  iii.  17.        |  Matt,  xxvlii.  rS,  10,  :o. 
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•*  his  hearers,  but  what  is  agreeable  to  the  mind  and  will 
"  of  Chrift.    We  muft  not  make  more  articles  of  faith, 

"  or  rules  of  duty,  than  the  gofpcl  has  made.  And  in 

"  order  to  come  at  the  truth,  we  arc  not  to  examine 
**  what  principles  have  been  held  by  great  and  good  men ; 
*'  what  are  the  received  fentiments  of  the  country  ;  what 

"  belongs  to  this  or  that  fcheme.-  We  are  not  to  dc- 

"  tcrmine  the  truth  of  any  do(Qrine,  by  the  length  of 
"  time  in  which  it  has  prevailed.  It  does  not  follow 
"  that  any  fentiment  is  the  truth,  becaufe  it  was  'em- 
"  braced  by  our  fathers.  — Nor  is  a  minifler  to  take  his 
"  fcheme  of  divinity  from  his  hearers,  and  to  alter  and 

"  change  as  they  do.  We  are  to  look  into  the  Biblk 

"  for  principles,  and  to  take  our  fcheme  from  thence.  To 
"  the  law  and  to  the  tejl'monj  :  If  they  /peak  not  according 
"  to  this  word,  it  is  becaufe  there  is  no  light  in  thenC^'^ 

The  gofpel,  confidered  as  a  fyflem  of  religion  :— A-^ 
exhibiting  the  principles,  the  rules,  and  motives  of  true 
piety  and  virtue,  is  compleat  and  perfect;  and  can  le- 
ceive  no  amendments  from  uninfpired  and  fallible  men. 
Every  thing,  and  in  that  degree  which  :he  fuprcam  wif- 
dom  and  goodnefs  faw  needful  to  be  revealed  and  taught 
us,  in  order  to  our  being  virtuous  here,  and  happy  for- 
ever, is  there  placed  in  our  view. 

It  can  therefore  be  no  part  of  a  minifter's  bufincfs, 
but,  by  it,  he  muft  go  beyond  his  commiffion, — muft  be- 
tray his  facred  truft,  and  forfeit  his  character  asaminifter 
of  Chrift,  to  reach  his  people  how  this  thing  ought  to 
have  been  farther  revealed,  or  that  and  the  other  omitted, 
or  placed  in  a  different  light.  And  any  difpofition  to  do 
this,  can  never  arife  from  a  proper  regard  to  the  authority 
and  truth  of  God,  but  muft  be  owing  either  to  a  vicious 
turn  of  mind; — to  an  inclination  to  fliape  religion  in  fa- 
vour of  fome  ungodly  lufts,  or  elfe  in  favour  of  fome 
immane  fchemes  of  religious  principles,  which  are  unwar- 
rantably fet  up  as  the  ftandard  of  truth.  ^ 

*  Rev  Mr.  Eliot's  fsrmon,  at  the  orJination  of  the  Reverend 
Mr.  Roberts. 
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Amiiiifler's  biifinefs  is  not  to  make,  or  to  preacli  anorher 
golpel ;  nor  to  attempt  any  additions  to  or  altera. i  ms  of 
that  which  is  already  given  us:  But  he  is  to  itud)  this 
which  we  have  received  from  God,  as  contriinin^  that 
treafiire  of  divine  truths  he  is  to  deliver  io  hi*,  peop'  ■. 

From  this  he  is  lo  tike  his  doctrines,  and  bv 
guide  and  govern  himfelf,  in  declaring  the  mir,' 
of  G<JD  :  —  Not  by  the  humours  or  lufts  of  m 
by  any  humane  creeds  or  formulas:  For  no  lor,::  i 
would  he  jullly  bear  the  charafter  of  a  miiiiRer  ol  Chii.i. 
Do  I  fcek  to  pUafe  men  ?  (lays  St.  Pan')  For'if  I  yet  pleajed 
men,  i,  e.  laboured  chiefly  tofuic  myfelf  fo  their  humours 
2nd  fentimenis,  I  fJjould  not  be  the  fcfvant  of  Ch<'i!1.^ 

A  minifler  hath  a  riyht  to  make  ufe  of  every  advantage 
within  his  reach,  for  undcrftanding  the  goipel :  — Tocon- 
fult  the  writings'  of  thofe  who  have  gone  before  him, 
and  have  been  famous  in  the  chritlian  church  for  know- 
ledge and  virtue;  and  ought  to  collect  from  them  what 
light  he  can.  But  he  miflakes  and  abufes  his  liberty, 
and  diftionours  his  divine  Mafirer,  if  he  places  the  opinion 
of  any  of  thefe  in  the  room  of  the  gofpel:— If  inftead 
of  making  that  his  rule,  by  which  he  is  to  ju(fge  of  the 
truth  and  reftitiide  of  humane  fentiments,  he  improves 
thefi  as  a  tell,  by  which  he  is  to  determine  and  fix  the 
fenfe  of  that. 

All  human  opinions  are  right,  fo  far,  and  no  further, 
than  as  they  agree,  or  are  confiilent  with  the  word  of 
God  : — This  is  the  invariable  and  everlafling  ftandard  of 
their  orthodoxy.  By  the  Gofpel,  as  by  the  bell  and  highei'l 
authority  upon  earth,  all  things  are  to  be  examined 
all  things  are  to  be  approved  of,  or  rejected.  According 
to  this  therefore  a  minifler  is  to  iuftruift  his  people  con- 
cerning God  the  Father,  his  fon  Jefus  Chrift,  and  the 
Spirit  of  truth. — Concerning  the  principles,  the  nature, 
and  defert  of  vvickednefs.— Concerning  the  merciful  de- 
fignsof  God  towards  finneri — The  method  of  falvatioti 
by  a  Redeemer. — The  terms  of  acceptance  with  God, 
and  of  eternal  life,  &c. 

B  No 

•  Gal.  i.  10. 
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Nb  human  fyflems,  tho'  formed  by  men  of  the  greatcfl 
name, — tho'  coiiipofed  by  councils,  or  aflemblies  of  men, 
venerable  both  for  antiquity  and  number,  are  to  be  ad- 
mitted in  the  room  of  this,  or  made  a  guide  of  inllead  or 
this.  All  thel'e  were  fallible  and  .liable  to  err,  but  the 
word  of  God  is  tine,  From  this  chiefty  a  minifler  is  to 
fetch  and  p'ace  belore  his  people,  the  i,M  eat  niorives  to  re- 
ligion, as  thefc  rcfuir  from  the  perfetf^ions  of  the  divine 
being,  or  drife  from  thi-ir  own  relation,  and  obligations  to 
God  : — From  the  rcafcnablenefs  of  his  fervice — the  fixed 
and  eternal  conne<51ion3  of  Virtue  and  vice,  with  happinefs 
an^l  miferv,  tec. 

With  authorlry  as  the  minifter  of  Goo,  he  is  fo  warn  men 
againff  their  fini — to  fet  before  them  the  divine  ru!e^  and 
maxims  of  the  gofpei,  and  to  urge  them  to  the  praftice  of 
every  chriflian  duty.  In  this  he  is  to  vjork ;  here  lies 
much  of  his  proper  bufmefs.  In  this  he  is  to  be  a£^ive 
and  diligent,  aiming  to  promote  the  luci  k  of  the  Lord,  th;: 
religion  of  the  gofpei,  in  the  hearts  and  lives  of  his  peo- 
ple ;  and  thereby  to  train  them  up  to  glory  and  virtue. 
— Wiirnifi^  every  man  (fays  St,  Paul)  and  teaching  every 
man,  in  all  wijdom,  that  "ive  may  frefent  every  man  perfef^ 
in  Chrij}  pfas* 

And  in  addition  to  his  faithfully  delivering  the  truth. 
of  the  gofpei  to  his  people,  it  is  an  important  part  of  a 
tninifler's  bufmefs. 

sdly,  To  endeavour  the  promotion  of  the  work  of 
God  among  them  by  \\\%life  and  converfation. 

Such  is  the  conflitution  and  frame  of  human  nature 
that  cxflmple,  and  efpecially  the  example  of  Pcrfons  ia 
fome  diftinguiftied  rank,  is  apt  to  have  a  powerful  in- 
fluence upon  the  minds  and  manners  of  men. 

Miniilers  of  the  gofpei  are  pl^ed  above  others  in  the 
churcli  of  God  : — They  ftand  in  a  more  elevated  and 
confpicuous  point  of  light,  and  their  conduft  is,  in  general, 
more  critically  obferved.  As  by  a  bad  example  there- 
fore, they  are  likely  to  do  fome  eminent  mifchief  to  the 

canfc 

*  Col.  i.  28. 


caufeofGoD,  fo  by  a  good  one,  ic  may  be  rcaloiubij- 
expefted,  they  will  prove  of  fingular  advantage  to  ir. 

By  going  before  their  people,  not,  indeed,  with  the> 
fower  morofe  air  of  a  Cynick,  which  mufl  ferve  rather 
to  difgrace  religion,  than  to  recommend  it,  bui  in  ihac 
eafy,  calm  and  chearful  practice  of  its  variou'^  duties, 
which  is  agreeable  to  the  fpirit  and  gcniiis  of  the  gofpel, 
they  will  not  only  convince  them  that  the  doflrines  they 
preach  are  prafticable,  but  will  be  to  them  a  kind  of 
living  gofpel ;  and  by  daily  cxhi,biting  its  excellencies  and 
bleflings  to  their  view,  will  be  likely  to  gain  their  ap- 
probation and  efteem  of  it,  and,  a.^,  ic  vv-ere,  to  charm 
them  into  an  imitation  of  them.  Accordingly  our 
Saviour  thus  exhon.cd  them,  \vho  v.ere  to  be  the  firiT. 
preachers  of  his  gofpel  to  the  world.  Let  your  light  fo 
Jhine  before  men,  that  they  may  fee  your  good  works, 
and  glorify  your  Father  •which  is  in  Heaven.  | 

The  example  of  a  miniiler,  may  have  a  great  infiiiencc 
likewife  upon  his  people,  as  it  aftcifts  hii  public  mini!lra- 
tions.  For  iho'  the  truth  and  importance  of  his  do£^;i  inc;-, 
oiight  not  to  be  judged  of,  at  lead,  not  mainly,  by  the 
manner  in  which  he  himfelf  lives,  yet  perfons  are  apt  to 
conneft  thcfe  things  together,  and  to  proportion  their  re- 
gard to  what  they  hear,  ro  the  oj'inion  they  have  of  thf 
preacher's  charad^er. 

.Let  him  deliver  the  truth  : — Let  hirn  fpcak  as  with  the 
tongue  of  an  angel,  yer,  if  his  vilible  converfation,  is  a 
contradiction  to  his  dodlrines,  this  will  Crangely  prejudice 
mens  minds  againll  them,  and  weaken  the  f  orce  of  every 
argument,  by  which  he  urges  them  to  a  godly  life.  With 
good  reafon  therefore  did  Sc.  Paul  give  it  thus  in  charge 
to  Timothy,  as  what  tended  greatly  ro  the  advantage  and 
fuccefs  of  his  rainiftry.  Take  heed  unto  thyfelf,  i.  e.  to 
thy  life  and  converfation,  and  to  thy  doflrine ;  continue 
in  them  :  For  in  doing  this,  thou  fhalt  both  fave  ihyfs'f 
and  them  that  hear  thee.^ 

Let  the  minifter  of  Chrifl,  in  imitation  of  his  Lord, 
who  was  meek  and  gentle,  treat  his  people  with  an  cniy. 

B  2  co!-.r;f 'lis 

I  Mir.t.  V.  1 6.  *  I  Tim.  W.  id. 


courteous  freedom,  but  carefully  (hun,  at  the  fame  time, 
every  thing  of  a  vain  and  libertine  afpe<f^.  Let  him  rtill 
remember  the  facrednefs  of  his  chara<£l:er,  and  be  con- 
cerned that  by  his  example  as  well  as  deprive,  he  is 
■working  the  work  of  the  Lord,  and  fiiewing  men  the 
way  to  bleflednefs. 

But  I  go  on  to  con  fid  er, 

IL  The  duty  of  a  people  towards  their  minifter. — 
To  fee  that  he  may  be  ui-ith  them  without  fear. 

Here  1  (hall  mention  a  few  particulars,  in  which 
people  flionld  exercife  this  care,  in  reference  to  their 
ininifters.  And,  if  without  offence,  I  may  fpeak  upon  fo 
unpopular  a  topick,  1  would  fay,  • 

I.  They  fliould  fee  that  their  miniflers  are  wiihout 
reafonable  fears,  on  account  of  mean  and  dlflrejfing 
worldly  circumllances. 

By  the  nature  of  their  profedlon,  if  they  a£l  in  any 
good  meafure  agreeable  to  it,  they  are  efteftualiy  pre- 
vented engaging  in  any  of  thofe  gainful  employments, 
whereby  others  maintain  and  make  provifion  for  their 
f.imilier.  Accordingly  God,  who  has  inftituted  this 
order  of  men,  has,  in  his  wifdom  and  goodnefs,  taken 
care  for  their  fupport,  out  of  the  labours  and  incomes 
of  thofe  to  whom  they  mini  iter. 

Under  the  jewifli  difpenfation,  fuch  a  mainrainance 
was  ficurcd  to  them,  by  feveral  particular  and  exprefs  laws, 
which  placed  them  above  the  fears  of  waiu  ;  and  enabled 
them  to  live  free  from  burdenfome  and  perplexing  cares. 
Kor  does  it  appear  by  any  divine  declaration,  but  that 
jniniflers  under  the  gofpel  have  a  right  to  a  like  liberal 
and  honourable  fupport,  in  proportion  to  tiie  ability  of 
their  people.  Do  ye  not  knoiv  (fays  St.  Paul)  that  they 
which  minifler  about  holy  thin^j,  live  of  the  things  of  the 
temple?  And  they  lohich  wait  at  the  altar,  are  partakers 
if  the  altar?  even  fo  hath  the  Lord  or. iai-zed,  that  they 
yuhiih  preach- the  gofpel,  fmdd  iivc  of  the  gofpel.*^ 

And 
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And  it  muft  certainly  be  evident  to  every  one  capable 
of  reflection,  that  a  minifter,  when  under  diftrefllng 
worldly  circumftances,  muft  be  neceffarily  reduced  to 
one  of  thefe  two  things :  — Either,  fo  far,  to  negleft  his 
miniftry,  and  to  engage  in  worldly  bufincfs,  as  to  provide 
for  his  own  houfehold  ;  or  elfe,  while  through  his  pover- 
ty and  want  he  brings  the  gofpel  miniftry  into  contempt, 
he  muft  go  on  in  his  minifterial  labours,  under  thofe 
perplexing  and  diftra<Sting  cares,  which  will  greatly  unfit 
him  for  bis  work,  as  well  as  difcourage  him  in  it.  In 
either  cafe,  'tis  likely,  he  will  but  poorly  perform  the 
duties  of  his  office ;  and  that  his  people  will  greatly 
fuller  on  this  account.  While  they  are  ftarving  him 
through  the  influence  of  a  contracted  penurious  fpirir, 
they  are  ftarving  thmfehes  in  a  point  of  infinitely  greater 
confequence; — with-holding  proper  food  from  their 
immortal  fouls. 

It  ftiould  furely  therefore,  be  the  care  of  a  wife  and 
judicious  people,  as  it  is  the  duty  of  all,  to  remove,  as  much 
as  pofllble,  every  juft  caufe  of  fear  in  their  ^inifters  upon 
this  head.  They  ought  not  to  think  it  a  great  thing,  that 
they  who  fpend  their  time  and  ftrength,  in  fowing  unto 
them  Ipiritual  tliin'^3,  fliouid,  in  return  therefor,  reap  a 
competency  of  their  carnal  ones.  And  a  friendly  and 
generous  people  will  go  farther  than  this,  in  a  beneficent 
conduft  towards  their  minifters.  They  will  be  mindful  of 
them,  under  the  outward  a(Ili(ftions  and  difficulties  they 
meet  with  at  any  time.  They  will  confider  them,  as  being, 
from  the  manner  of  their  education  and  life  lefs  able 
to  ftruggle  with  hardfliips  than  others,  and  as  ftanding 
in  more  peculiar  need  of  kind  and  charitable  affiftance. 

They  will  remember  the  Levite,  and  caufe  him  likewifc 
TO  rejoice  with  them,  in  their  bleflings  from  a  bountiful 
providence  .-  —  They  will  not  be  backward  to  refrefti  his 
fpirits,  with  frequent  tokensof  their  refpe^land  love.  Thef(, 
tho'  they  fhonkl  be  fmall  in  rheaifelves,  yet  muft  be  par- 
ticularly grateful  to  a  minifter,  who  values  the  good-will 
of  his  people;  and  muft  excite  him,  with  greater  fpiritand 
(hearfuJneE-,  to  fcek  for  them  the  greatcft:  and  heft  of 
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bicffings — The  Lord  give  mer  y  unto  the  hotife  df  Oneft-. 

phorus  {{^y%  bt.  i^A\i\)  for  he  oft  'eft  ^ed  me*  

But  my  audirory  wiii,  in  Lc-ntia  .  very  freely  confent, 
that  1  nowdifmifs  rhis  point;  ror  .iicntionin^  of  which,  its 
connexion  with,  and  importance  to  a  minilter's  ufclulnefs, 
as  well  as  comfort  among  his  people,  will  fufficiently 
apologize.  ' 

2.  It  (hould  be  the  care  of  a  people,  that  their  rainiller 
is  without  jutl  .rounds  of  fear,  in  a  diiiient  jhtdy  of  the 
facred fcriptures  ;  in  an  honell  and  impartial  enquiry  af- 
ter truth, and  a ftee  delif^ryo{  what  appears  to  him  to  be  lb. 

To  many,  this  caution,  at  firfl  view,  will  appear  quite 
ncedlels.  They  are  ready,  to  fay,  this  is  the  very  thing 
we  expert  of  a  miniftcr  : — That  he  ma'ce  the  word  of 
God  his  lludy  :  -  That  he  Icarch  out  and  underftand  its 
doftrine?,  and  faithfully  deliver  them  to  us.  But  how 
is  this  declara.ion  lo  be  conitrued?  In  general,  is  not  the 
cafe  thus  ?  They  allow  him  to  ftudy  and  examine  the 
word  of  GoD^  but  ihe\  they  expeft  he  lhall  unJcriiaud 
all  its  dortrines,  in  that  particular  fenle,  in  w  hich  they  do  ; 
and  which  they  are  very  pojtive,  is  the  only  true  fenfe. 
So  long  as  he  does  this,  all  is  well : — He  is  found  in  the 
faith,  and  a  good  preacher.  And  if  he  runs  with  th»'ir 
humour  fo  far,  as  to  explain,  agreeable  to  their  way  of 
thinking,  foiiie  very  dark  and  abjlrufe  points,  and  fo  de- 
termine the  exart  meaning  of  the  Holy  Gholi,  in  matters 
which  are  not- revealed,  he  has  then,  from  fome,  the  cha- 
rafterof  3.  deep  divine,  and  a  very  learned  and  able  man. 
But  if  upon  a  careful  lluJy  of  the  fcriptures,  he  is  led  by 
the  evidence  and  force  of  truth,  to  think  diiferently  from 
them,  and  to  deliver  fentiments,  various  from  thofe  which 
they  have  received,  and  determine  to  hold,  his  dortrines 
are  at  once  condemned It  is  blazed  about  that  he  is 
grown  corrupt,  and  the  honeft  man  is  dubb'd  an  heretick. 

True,  indeed,  he  pleads  with  his  hearers,  the  authority 
of fcripture  for  what  he  delivers: — He  fupports  his  fen- 
Timcnts  by  ar,^uments  brought  from  -thence :  But  this  is 

no 
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no  fecurity  for  him.    Others,  they  are  fure,  and  they 

men  of  note,  who  Jived  long  ftnce,  and  were  therefore 
very  learned  nnd  wife,  have  taught  differently.  They 
determine  to  follow  the  beaten  track,  and  are  nowzea- 
loufly  quarrelling  with  their  miniftcr  as  a  bad  man  ;  noi 
becaufe  they  have  impartially  examined  his  opinions  by 
the  word  of  God,  and  find  they  are  not  agreeable  to 
that,  but  becaufe  they  are  different  from  thofe  of  fomc 
others,  which  they  have  already  embraced. 

Upon  this  ground  a  miniftcr  has  fometimes  reafon  to 
expoAulate  with  a  difalTe£led  people,  in  the  language  of 
the  apollle, — /  hear  you  record,  that  if  it  bad  beenpoffble, 
ye  would  have  plucked  out  your  own  eyes,  and  have  given 
them  to  7ne.  Am  I  therefore  become  your  enemy,  becaufe  I 
tell  you  the  truth.^ 

Now,  what  is  this  conduft  in  a  people,  byt  ro  deflrcy 
that  liberty  they  pietend  to  allow  their  mioiftcrs  of 
fearching  the  facred  fcriptures  ;  and  injurioufly  to  impofe 
upon  their  underftanding  and  confcience  This  kind  of 
treatment  is  not  only  in  itfelf  unreafonable  and  unjuftifia- 
ble,  but  producflive  of  that  fear,  which  is  of  a  very  per- 
nicious and  dangerous  tendency.  This  dire£Hy  and 
powerfully  tends  to  difcourage  a  minifter  from  a  diligent 
ftudy  of  the  word  of  God,  left,  by  finding  out  the  truth, 
he  lliould  be  fo  unhappy  as  to  oiTend  his  people,  and  put 
an  end  to  his  ufefulnefs  among  them  :  It  is  a  ftrong 
temptation  to  him  to  fupprefs,  or  difguife  the  truth 
when  he  has  found  it,  and  to  prove  unfaithful  to  his 
people,  by  fuiTering  them  lo  go  on  peaceably  and  quietly 
in  error. 

This  bar  ro  a  diligent  and  impartial  ftudy  of  the 
fcriptures  .—This  making  the  opinions  of  men  the  flan- 
dard  of  divine  truth,  is  the  very  foundation  upon  which 
popery  ftands,  ami  ihe  grand  prop  by  which  it  has  been 
fupported  j'rom  generation  to  generation.  Fopes  and 
councils  have  fixed  the  fenfe  of  fcripture,  which  muft 
never  be  contradicted  :  They  have  determined  and  decreed 

what 
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whatlball  be  the  catholic  faith,  and  to  depart  from 
on  any  pretence  whatever,  is  deemed  herefy.  And  this 
is  a  branch  of  popery,  from  which  the  proteftant  world 
is,  as  yet,  far  from  berag  delivered.  It  is  this,  which  fet- 
ters the  underflandin^,  and  hampers  the  confciences  of 
men  : — Which  prevents  the  increafe  of  chrillian  know- 
ledge, and  the  perfection  of  our  deliverance  from  anti- 
chriftian  darknefs  and  tyranny;  and  is  the  great  fupport 
of  bis^ofry  and  uncharitablenefs. 

Under  this  unreafonable  impofition,  we  lofe  that  free- 
dom to  which  we  are  born,  and  in  which,  as  proteftants. 
we  ought  to  glory. 

Memorable,  and  to  my  purpofe  here,  is  that  accotmt  in 
Mr.  Prince's  chronology,*  of  the  famous  Mr.  Robin fon, 
once  minifter  to  that  pious  people,  who  firll  fettled  our 
Plymouth. 

"  He  charged  us  before  God,  and  his  blelTed  angels, 
"  (faid  one  of  his  hearers)  to  follow  him  no  farther  than 
"  he  followed  Chird:  And  if  God  fhould  reveal  any  thing 
"  to  us,  by  any  other  inftrument  of  his,  to  be  as  ready 
"  to  receive  it,  as  ever  we  were  to  receive  any  truth  by 

his  miniftry  :  For  he  was  very  confident,  the  Lord  had 
"  more  truth  and  light,  yet  to  break  forth  out  of  his 

«  holy  word.    He  took  occafion  alfo  To  bewail  the 

*  ftate  of  the  reformed  churches,  who  were  come  to  a 
"  period  in  religion,  and  would  go  no  farther  than  the 
"  inftruments  of  their  reformation.  As  for  example;  the 
"  Lutheians  could  not  be  drawn  to  go  beyond  what 
"  Luther  faw ;  for  whatever  part  of  God's  word  he  had 
"  farther  revealed  to  Calvin,  they  had  rather  die  than 
*'  embrace  it.  So,  faid  he,  you  fee  the  Calvinifts,  they 
"  ftick  where  he  left  them,  a  mifery  much  to  be  lamented  : 
"  For  though  they  were  precious  fliining  lights  in  their 
"  times;  yet  God  had  not  revealed  his  whole  will  to  them  : 

And  were  they  now  alive,  faid  he,  they  would  be  as 
*'  ready  to  embrace  farther  light,  as  that  they  had  re- 

"  ceived.  For,  faid  he,  it  is  not  polfible  the  chrillian 

"  world  fhould  come  fo  lately  out  of  anti-chriftiaa 

"  darkaefj, 
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(jaiKtirfs,  and  thar  fiiil  perfection  of  knowledge  Ihniild 
brenk  forth  ar  once,"  &c. 

"  Words  (,idds  the  Rev.  Mr.  Prince)  almofl  aflonilhing 
"  in  rhar  age  of  low  and  univerfal  bigotr}',  which  rhco 
"prevailed  in  the  Enpjifh  nnrion ;  wherein  this  iriily 
"  great  and  learned  man  fcems  to  be  alnioft  the  only 
"  divinr,  who  was  capable  of  rilTng  into  a  noble  rreed(}na 
*'  of  thinking  and  pra<5tif  ng  in  religious  matrers,  and  even 
"  of  urging  fuch  an  equal  liberty  on  his  own  people." 

Certainly,  it  liould  be  the  concern  of  a  pretefhnt  peo- 
ple, as  they  would  bs  have  worthy  of  thar  characfter,  that 
their  ininillcr  is  without  fear  of  being  cenfured  and  con- 
demned in  his  diligent  Icarches  after  truth.  Not  he,  in- 
deed, no  more  than  others,  is  to  be  believed,  bur  uj>on 
the  evidences  of  fcripture  and  rcafon.  They  are  noc 
implicitly  to  embrace  for  truth,  whatever  he  delivers : 
But  then,  as  he  appeals  to  the  word  of  God  for  the 
Tupport  of  it,  by  this,  as  the  cnly  tnfuil'ible  Jlandard,  it 
ought  to  be  judged  of,  and  not  by  any  human  authorities, 
He  is  to  call  no  man  mafler  upon  earth,  becaufe  one  is 
his  mafter,  even  Chrifl-. 

And  it  will  be,  I  am  perfuaded,  in  the  full  enjoyment 
of  this  freedom  of  enquiry,  tb.iit  in  fome  future  happv, 
h:!ppy  time,  a  retbrmaticn  Ih.iil  be  farther  perfeiftcd  in 
the  chrifl:ian  church  : — That  the  gofpel,  in  its  original 
purit}-,  excellency  and  glory,  fliall  ftiine  forth,  as  an 
unclouded  fun  upon  the  world  : — Shall  triumph  over 
error,  fu perdition  and  wickcdnefs,  and  by  a  more  uni- 
verfal Ipread  of  its  divine  influences,  many  promifes  re- 
fpecHiing  the  glory  of.  the  Redeemer's  kingdom  here  on 
earth  fi-!all  be  farther  accompliflied. 
But  I  go  on  to  add, 

^.  It  fliould  be  the  concern  of  a  people,  that  their 
miniiler  is  without  jufi:  grounds  of  fear,  in  faithfully 
njarr.-.ng  them  of  their  fms,  a;id  reproving  them  for 
iheir  faults. 

Thar  this  is  part  of  a  miniflers  duty  among  his  people, 
will,  I  prefume,  be  difputed  by  cone.    This  is  one  of  his 
C  inftructions 
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iaftruftions  from  the  great  God,  whofe  minifter  he  ii. 
Cry  aloud,  fpjre  not,  lift  up  thy  voice  like  a  trumpet,  and 
JhczL'  my  people  their  tranfgrejfion,  and  the  houfe  of  "^acob 
their  fins*  Tliis,  it  is  true,  is  a  difficult  part  ot  a  mini- 
fter'* work,  and  reqinres  much  wifdom  and  prudence,  as 
well  as  holy  zeal  for  the  due  mariagemeni  of  it.  But  if 
people  would  poflels  themfelves  of  juft  norions  of  his  of- 
fice and  duty — of  the  end  and  defign  of  his  warnings  and 
admonitions ;— That  thefeare  delivered  in  faithfulnefs  lo 
God,  and  to  thern ;  and  with  a  benevolent  view  to  their 
happincfs  ; — this  c:ufl  greatly  leflcn  his  difficulty,  and 
lead  thera  to  c'teein  and  love  him  on  this  account. 

But  how  greatly  diiTcrent  from  this,  is  ihe  cafe,  as  lo 
fotne .''  Like  Ahab,  they  are  ready  to  fay  of  the  f  aithful 
inonitor,  We  hate  him,  for  he  doth  not  prophefy  good  con- 
cerning lis,  but  evil,  f  Or,  if  with  Herod,  they  have  heard 
him  gladly  upon  other  lopicks,  yet  when  their  moft  bc- 
toved  lulls  are  complained  of; — when  they  are  warned 
againft,  and  charged  to  part  with  fome  bofom  fin,  the 
faithful  preacher  becomes  in  danger,  if  not  to  lofc  his 
head,  like  the  baprid,  yet  to  lofc  the  good-will  of  his 
friend,  and  to  be  rewarded  with  hatred  tor  hi»  love. 

From  hence  arifes,  in  fome,  a  coldnefs  to  their  minifter, 
and  a  difpoficion  to  fpeak  reproachfully,  and  to  aft  inju- 
rioufly  tovi'ards  him.  And  the  fear  of  giving  offence  this 
way,  may  be  proJuftive  of  very  bad  effects.  This  fear 
of  man  bringeih  a  fnare : — It  is  a  (Irong  temptation  to 
a  minifter,  and  efpecially  if  he  is  very  dependent,  to 
prove  unfaithful  in  his  work;  and  to  fuffer  the  fmner 
who  hateth  reproof,  to  go  on  and  die  in  his  iniquity. 

If  a  people  therefore  love  themfelves  .—If  they  love 
their  minifler  : — If  they  wiflx  well  to  their  own  fouls  and 
to  his,  they  fliould  endeavour  to  free  him,  as  much  as 
poffible,  from  this  kind  of  fear ;  and  by  a  due  fubmiffion 
to  his  faithful  warnings,  to  encourage  his  heart,  and  to 
ilrengthen  his  hands  in  his  difficult  employment. 

But 
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But  T  haftcn  to  fay, 
/J.  A  people  (liouW  be  concerned,  that  their  miniftcr 
is  without  juft  fears  of  labouring  in  Trt/V/^mong  them,  as 
to  the  great  defign  of  his  mini!T;r}',  tbeir  fpiritiial  and 
eternal  good. 

Such  may  be  the  fears,  even  of  a  miiiifler  who  is 
diligent  and  faithful  in  his  work,  St.  Paul  could  thus  ex- 
prefs  himfeU,  in  reference  to  fome,  for  whofe  falvation  he 
had  been  labouring.  /  am  afraid  of  you,  lefl  I  haie  bC' 
floived  on  you  labour  in  vain* 

There  are  various  ways,  in  which  pcrfons  may  be  the 
faulty  caufe  of  obflrufting  or  preventing  the  efficacy  of  the 
gofpel  upon  them: — Some  of  which  I  will  here  mention. 

This  may  be  owing  to  their  taking  up,  and  cheriHiing 
fome  unreafonable  prejudice.  They  have  taken  an  ojfio>ii 
at  their  minifter.  Perhaps  in  his  preaching,  or  in  his 
private  applications,  lie  has  treated  their  finfnl  praflices 
with  lefs  ceremony  and  complaifance  than  they  expe<^cd  : 
— Hath  afted  the  honeft  and  faithful  parr  of  Nathan  to 
David, — Thou  art  the  man  ;  and  exhorted  them  with  more 
freedom  than  they  were  pleafed  with,  to  a  better  condu<ff. 

They  have  not  only  taken  offence  at  this,  but  fuficrcd 
it  to  fink  into  their  hearts,  and  to  grow  into  an  inve- 
terate prejudice  againrt:  the  kind  reprover.  Or,  they 
have  themfelves  furmi fed  ; —or,  it  may  be,  others  have 
officioufly  fiq^qejled,  that  though  their  minilter  preaches 
the  truth,  and  is  unblameable  in  liis  converfarion,  yet  that 
he  may  he  a  man  of  very  bad  principles.  That  under  all 
this  goodly  outward  appearance,  his  heart  miy  be  full  of 
errors,  which  he  has  not  yet  divulged. 

From  this  caufe,  how  unreafonable  and  ridicu'ous 
foever  it  may  appear,  perfons  minds  have  been  fomerimcs 
ftrangely  leavened  ;  filled  with  jealoufy.  They  now  hear 
their  miniftcr,  7iot  with  a  defire  to  profit  by  him,  but  to 
make  fome  difcovery  that  may  juftify  and  confirm  their 
unreafonable  fufpicions : — Not  with  any  hope  of  good  to 
themfelves,  but  to  tlnd  out  that  he  is  bad.  And  while 
ihey  are  impatiently  waiting  and  watching  fpr  this,  they 
C  2  aie 
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are  righteoufly  fuffered  to  mifs  of  thofe  bledinjs  of  the 
gofpel,  which  are  prepared  for  the  meek  and  candid  and 
charitable  foul. 

Another  obftruftion  to  the  efficacy  cf  the  gof|">eI  upon 
a  people,  is  their  falling  into  factions  and  parties.  This 
is  near  akin  to  that  juft  mentioned,  and  often  fprings 
from  it :  And  if  there  be  any  one  kind  of  fear  to  a  mi- 
nifter,  that  is  more  particularly  pointed  at  in  the  text,  it 
feems  to  be  this.  From  entertaining  evil  furmifes  about 
their  miniller,  perfons  go  on  to  difrcgard  and  neglccl 
him  :  — To  prefer  this  preacher  and  the  other,  to  that, 
under  which  divine  providence  has  placed  them.  One  is 
for  Paul:  -Anorher  for  Apollos.  Now  they  divide  into 
parties,  according  to  their  different  tajles  and  humours. 
Every  one  is  fond  and  tenacious  of  his  own  opinion,  and 
full  of  hard  refleiftions  upon  fuch  as  cannot  fee  and  think 
as  he  does.  Their  oivn  7nini(}er  is  forfakcn ;  or  while 
many  of  his  hearers  arc  zealouOy  contending,  and  quar- 
relling, about  they  fcarcely  know  what,  he  preaches 
among  them  to  little  or  no  purpofe :  And  in  the  view  of 
fuch  an  uncomfortable  and  melancholy  Icene,  is  often 
ready  to  breathe  out  that  wifli  of  the  weeping  prophet ; 
O  that  I  had  in  the  •wildcrnefs,  a  lodgini-flace  of  -way- 
faring men,  that  I  might  leave  my  people  and  go  from  them.* 

He  goes  on  heavily  in  his  work  :  His  fpirits  fmk 
under  this  daily  fear,  that  the  people  among  whom  he 
has  been  labouring; — for  whole  falvation  he  has  watched 
nnd  prayed; — of  whom  he  can  fay  with  St.  Paul,  GOD 
is  my  record,  how  greatly  I  long  after  you  all,  in  the 
bowels  of  ^efus  Chri/l.-f — That  this  people,  whom  he 
lioped  to  have  his  glory  and  joy  in  ihe  day  of  the  Lord 
Jefus,  will  receive  no  benefit  from  his  unwearied  endea- 
vours to  do  them  good  : — But  that  many  of  them,  through 
tlieir  prejudiced  and  dillempercd  rninds,  may  be  lojl,  and 
peri/7^  forever. 

Surely,  there  needs  no  arguments  to  prove,  a  people 
Ihould  be  concerned  that  their  minifter  is  without  iu,Q 
fiars  of  this  nature.    Can  ihey  value  their  own  falvation, 

*  Jer.  jx.  3,  f  pLilip.  i.  g, 
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and  not  be  felicitous  that  he  who  is  labouring  for  it  may 
have  the  hopeful  profpe£t  of  procuring  for  them  fo  great 
a  bleffing  ?  Pertinent  here,  and  folemn  is  that  exhortation, 
Heb.  xiii.  1 7.  Obey  the/n  that  have  the  rule  over  you,  and 
fubniit  your/elves  :  For  they  watch  for  your  fouls  as  they 
that  mufl  give  account :  That  they  may  do  it  with  joy  and 
not  with  grief,  for  that  is  unfrofitable  for  you. 

But  I  come  now  to  the  laft  general  head,  which  is, 

III.  To  confider  the  reafon,  or  argument,  by  which  a 
people's  duty  to  their  niinifter  is  inforced  in  the  text, 
viz.  The  nature  of  his  work  or  bufmefs  among  them. 
— See  that  he  7nay  be  with  you  without  fear,  FORt 
i.  e.  for  this  reafon,  FOR  he  worketb  the  work  of 
the  Lord. 

St.  Paul's  argument  here,  naturally  fuggefls  to  our 
thoughts  a  few  things,  to  the  prefent  purpofe,  which  I 

(hall  but  briefly  touch  upon.  He  worketh  the  work  of 

the  Lord.  q.  d.  Timothy,  my  brethren,  who  is  coming 
among  you,  is  engaged  in  an  excellent  and  good  work: — . 
A  work  alTigned  him  by  that  wife  and  gracious  Being, 
who,  as  the  common  parent  of  men,  feeks  and  delights  in 
their  happinefs :— A  work  in  which  the  favour  of  heaven 
is  eminently  manifefled  towards  you,  and  in  which  this 
melTenger  from  God  will  feek  your  highert:  good.  How 
unreafonable  then  mufl:  it  be,  to  treat  him  as  an  enemy? 
How  unreafonable  to  put  him  in  fear,  and  to  difcourage 
and  hinder  him  in  his  work  .''  The  addrefs  here,  may  be 
conceived  of  like  that;  We  befeech  you,  brethren,  to  know 
them  which  labour  among  you,  and  are  over  you  in  the 
Lord ;  and  admonifh  you  ;  and  to  ejJeem  them  very  highly 
for  their  work  fake.'^  —  Tht'w  office  is  full  of  kindnefs — 
full  of  benevolence  to  you,  efteem  and  cheriQi  them 
therefore  as  your  bed  friends.  Or, 

Again. — He  worketh  the  work  of  the  Lord.  i.  e.  He  is 
the  mejfenger  of  GOD  ; — from  him  he  hath  received  his 
con^milTion  to  this  bufmefs  among  you,  and  is  accountable 

to 
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to  htm  for  the  faithful  performance  of  ir.  Confider  whofe 
fervant  he  is: — from  whom  it  is  he  has  received  his  in- 
ftruftions,  and  what  the)  are  ;  and  fufler  him  to  be  faith- 
ful ro  his  own  mafter.  Remember  his  bufinefs  is  not  to 
pleafe  men,  bur  God.  He  i  .  not  to  accommodate  him- 
fclf,  in  his  miniftry,  to  the  lulls  of  men,  or  the  fcnti- 
menrs  of  a  party,  bur  to  make  the  goi'pel  his  rule. 
While  he  does  this  therefore,  he  is  not  to  be  cenfured 
or  reproached  by  any,  but  ou.Tht  to  be  commended,  as 
afting  up  to  his  ch4ra£ler : — He  is  not  to  be  ill-treated 
and  put  in  fear,  but  (hould  be,  encoura^^ed,  protected 
and  fupported  amonj];  vou. 

And  laftly. — He  luorketh  the  ivork  cf  the  Lord.  i.  e. 
As  the  fervant  of  God  ; — as  afting  in  what  he  does 
by  commilTion  and  authority  from  him,  furely,  at  your 
peril  you  mud  put  him  in  fear,  and  difcouniqe  and  hin- 
der him  in  his  work.  His  mafler  in  heaven,  in  Whofe 
name  he  fpeaks  to  you,  and  whofe  bufmefs  he  is  profc- 
cuting,  will,  doubtlefs,  refent  his  beincj  difrrgarded, 
or  abufed  by  any ;  and  whoever  fliall  venture  to  do  this, 
mufl  anfwer  it  to  God.    For  thus  fays  our  Saviour  to 

the  minifters  of  his  gofpel  He  that  defpijeth  you,  de- 

fpifeth  me  ;  and  he  that  defpifefh  me,  defpi/eth  him  that 
jfent  me.* 

But  thus,  tho'  imperfefily,  I  confefi,  I  have  conCdered 
the  federal  things  propofed  from  ray  text. 

And  will  the  minifters  of  Chrift  here,  bear  with  me, 
while  I  now  addrefs  myfelf  to  them  upon  the  prefent 
fubjea  P 

As  the  niiniflers  of  Jefus  Chrift  ; — as  having  it  in  charge 
to  promote  his  work  ;  and  in  our  doing  this,  to  make  his 
inftru(fhons — his  w-ord,  the  rule  of  our  docftrines,  as  well  as 
life,  I  prefume  we  are  all  agreed  in  fuch  conclufionsas  thefe. 

That  we  have  a  right  to  fludy  and  uiiderftand  the 
fcriprures  for  ourfelves : — That  we  look  upon  it,  an  un- 
warrantable treatment  of  us,  as  ihcfervants  of  Chrift,  that 
any  flaould  attempt  to  deprive  us  of  this  liberty,  or  to  put 
us  in  fear  in  the  exercife  of  it. — That  any  fliould  fo  far 

impofc 
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impofe  upon  our  under/landing  and  confcience,  and  affume 
fuch  a  dominion  over  our  faith,  as  to  require  our  aflVnt 
to  what  ihey  h<ive  determined  is  the  lenfe  of  fcripture, 
and  the  truth  of  G(jd. 

I  rake  it  then  for  granted,  my  reverend  fathers  and 
brethren,  that  on  the  other  hand,  we  difclaim  all  power 
and  authority  over  others,  which  we  think  they  have  no 
rigluto  over  us.  And  allow  therefore  that  every  man — 
that  e'very  miniiler  efpecially,  has  a  right  to  his  own  fenfc, 
in  ail  matters  of  belief,  and  clleem  it  an  unwarrantable 
lordinij  it  over  him,  for  any  man,  or  body  of  men,  to  de- 
mand liis  aficnt  to  any  other  rule  or  ftandard  of  faith,  thaa 
the  hdy  fcnptures. 

If  thcfc  things  arc  juft  and  right,  you  will  fuffcr  mc, 
with  model] y,  to  query;  whether  that  cuflom,  in  fomc 
places,  o'i  demanding,  in  particular,  of  candidates  for  the 
miniilry,  an  afl'cnt  to  certain fyftems  of  religious  doftrines, 
beftde  the  bible,  as  a  neceflary  qualification  for  their  fettle- 
ment  in  the  gofpcl  miniilry,  is  not  unreafonable  and  un- 
jullifiable,  as  being  derogatory  to  the  honor  and  authority 
of  the  word  of  God,  and  inconfiftent  with  their  right  of 
private  judgment  ? 

It  will,  perhaps,  be  fa  id,  thatthcfe  human  _/r/?mj  contain 
exadly  the  truths  of  facred  fcripture,  and  otily  reprefent 
the  true  fenfc  of  the  word  of  God.  But  if  fo,  why  is 
it  not  a  declared  aflent  to  the  fcriptures,  as  good,  at  leafl, 
as  an  alTent  to  thefe; — unlefs  we  can  fuppofe  that  divine 
truths,  are,  fome  how  better,  or  more  important,  cloathed 
in  human  exprejfxons,  than  when  utteied  in  the  words  of 
the  HolyGkollf  But  do  we  certainly  know  thatthcfe 
human  compofuions,  declare,  in  all  points,  the  true  Jhife 
of  fcripture  P  Are  we  fure  that  the  men  who  compofed 
them,  were  under  the  infallible  guidance  of  the  Spirit  in 
that  work  i* — or  that  ive  are  infallible  in  our  determina- 
tion, that  they  contain  the  truth,  r.nd  nothing  elfe  ?  If  we 
have  no  certainty  as  to  either  of  thefe,  we  cannot  be  fure. 
but  that  we  here  require  an  affcnt  to  error  inflead  of 
truth  ;  but  we  may  be  very  certain,  we  have  no  right  or 
authority  to  do  this.  Will 
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Will  it  be  faid  farther;  that  thefe  are  needful  and  of 
importance,  in  order  to  know  whether  the  principles  of 
thofe  who  are  entering  into  the  miniftry  are  right : — To 
difcover  the  erroneous,  and  to  keep  herefy  out  of  the 
church :  This  plea  might  be  offered  with  a  much  better 
grace,  if  that  one  point  before  hinted  at,  could  be  proved, 
— That  the  authors  of  thefe  tells  were  infallible,  and 
could  not  poffibly  err.  But  as  this,  I  prefume,  is  not 
pretended,  how  can  they  certainly  anfwer  the  end  here 
propofed  ? 

A  man,  'tis  true,  of  an  honefl  heart,  who  finds  he 
cannot  bend  his  confcience  to  every  article  or  point  in 
one  of  thefe  human  fUndards,  is  hereupon  excluded  the 
miniftry.  But  will  this  teft  ferve  as  well  to  Ihur  out  one 
of  another  character  ?  A  man  of  rib  confcience  ; — a  man 
of  no  religion,  will,  without  hefitation,  affent  to  any  fchemc 
of  principles,  as  the  way  to  temporal  profit  or  honors. 

Is  not  this  practice  therefore,  inilead  of  being  well 
contrived  to  preferve  the  purity  of  the  chriftian  doftrinc 
and  faith,  directly  calculated  to  protefi  and  perpetuate 
error  as  well  as  truth? — To  prevent  any  farther  increafe 
of  chriftian  kno  vledge  ? — To  exclude  honeft  men, — men 
of  confcience  and  integrity  from  the  gofpel  miniflry,  and 
to  let  in  fuch  as  have  neither  confcience  nor  honour  f 

And  permit  me  to  ajk  farther;  whether  that  ufc  which 
is  often  made  of  human  creeds,  or  fyjlems  of  divinity,  in 
reference,  not  only  to  minifters,  but  other  chriilians; — 
their  being  improved  as  tcjls  of  orthodoxy,  and  made  the 
ground  of  thofe  hiquifitory  methods  perfons  take  with  one 
another,  to  fi(h  out  their  private  fentiments,  in  order  to 
pafs  judgment  upon  them  : — Whether  this  is  not  very 
much  the  fource  and  fpring  of  that  bigotry  and  cenfo- 
rioufnef-.,  which  is  our  reproach  and  fliarae  as  the  difciples 
of  Chrill ;  and  of  which  every  generous  catholick  foul 
mufl;  bitterly  complain  i* 

And  are  not  miniflers  the  chief  promoters  of  this  evil, 
by  inl'ifl'ing  them/elves,  and  obliging  others  to  inlift  under 
the  names  of  particular  raen:-wBy  profclTedly  maintaining;^ 

and 


[    25  ] 


and  prop.K^.ninj  their  peculiar  opinions,  for  the  true  ortho- 
dox faith,  and  condemning  all  fuch  as  diffe  r  from  them  ? 

It  will  perhaps,  be  faid,  that  we  ought  to  contend 
earnelHy  for  the  faith,  and  not  only  to  admonifh,  but  to 
rejc6l  hercticks.  But  what  faith  are  we  to  contend  for  ? 
Is  it  the  particular  faiih  of  fome  fallible  men  ?  Is  it  the 
laith  of  (reed-makers,  or  the  faith  of  the  gofpcl  ?  Who 
are  the  hereticks  \vc  have  a  right  to  reject  P — They  who 
cannot  affent  to  every  article  in  fome  human  fcheme,  or 
they  who  reject  gofpcl,  or  knowingly  live  contrary 
to  it  ?  Ought  wc  to  fufpeiJt  any  one's  principles  to  be 
bad,  and  to  put  him  in  the  inquifition,  'till  he  difcovers 
fuch  principles  ?  Charity  hopcth  all  things,  but  think- 
eth  no  evil. 

And  if  we  will  needs  fuppofe  one  corrupt,  and  put  him 
to  the  qudftion,  with  what  propriety  or  juftice  can  we  de- 
termine upon  the  nature  and  importance  of  his  errors,  by 
any  human  ftandard  ?  Is  this  a  true  rule  to  judge  by,  any 
fiirthcr  than  it  agrees  with  the  word  of  God  P  And  if  nor, 
why  fliould  not  the  word  of  God  be  always  appealed  to  in 
fuch  a  cafe,  and  made  ihtfole  rule  of  judgment  ?  Ought 
the  glory  of  the  fcriptiues — their  acknowledged  truth  and 
pcrfcftion,  to  hz  givjn  to  another  rule  of  faith,  and  their 
divine  CNcellency  to  khcmes  of  mens  invention  ? 

And  forgive  me,  my  fathers  and  brethren,  while,  in  the 
fear  of  rhe  true  and  living  God,  I  venture  to  exprefs  my 
own  apprehcnfions  upon  this  head  : — That  whatever 
ends  are  propofcvi  by  fome,  in  fuch  praiSlices  with  human 
fyjlems,  yet,  as  they  always  have  been,  fo  they  will  conti- 
nue to  be,  the  inlfruments  of  crafty  defigning  men,  to  ac- 
compliih  iome  unhal'sued purpofes,  znd  will  pTO\c  engines 
of  mifcliicf  to  the  church  of.  God. 

And  fhnuld  what  we  have  fometimes  been  ready  to 
fear,  ever  come  to  pafs ; — fliould  popery  overfpread  this 
coimtry,  nothing,  it  feems  to  me.  will  contribute  more  to 
bring  on,  and  facilitate  the  dreadful  revolution,  than  this  ; 
— Than  fetling  afide  the  fcripturcs,  as  the  only  ftaodard  of 
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ri^ht  principles,  and  fuhflituUng  the  opinions  of  men  in 
the  room  of  them.  The  tranfition  appears  eafy  and  natu- 
ral, from  preferring,  as  a  flandard  of  faith,  human  fyllems 
to  the  bible,  to  fuppofe  they  are  reaDy  better  :  And  that  it 
is  fafer  to  depend  upon  the  determinations  and  decrees  of 
learned  men  ; — of  Popes  and  Councils,  than  upon  our  own 
enquiries  into,  and  judgment  upon  the  word  of  God. 
When  we  are  got  tiius  far,  our  bibles  will  appear,  in  a 
great  degree,  >ieedkjs,  if  not  dangerous,  and  will  be  given 
up  without  a  tear — without  a  groan — yea,  without  any 
fenfe  of  lofs ;  and  tranfubjlantialion,  the  dciQrinc  of  pur- 
gatory, and  all  the  abfurdities  of  the  church  of  Rame,  will 
be  palmed  upon  us  without  difficulty. 

It  may  defervc,  therefore,  our  very  fcrious  thoughts, 
whether,  by  fuch  a  praclice,  we  arc  not  acting  a  part  very 
unbecoming  u",  as  minijlers  cf  the  word  of  GOD.  Ha- 
ving it  in  charge  to  do  the  work  of  God, — to  promote 
the  knowledge  and  practice  of  his  facred  truihs,  it  fhould 
furely  be  our  bufmef:,  not  to  hinder,  but  to  encourage  the 
ftudy  of  the  fcriptures,  in  an  honell  and  free  enquiry 
after  truth  : — Not  to  weaken  and  deftroy,  but  to  main- 
tain and  promote  the  authority  and  honour  and  credit  of 
the  gofpcl. 

Rcmembring  therefore  that  we  have  all  one  mafier, 
even  Ghri.1,  let  us  difclaim  the  names  of  men : — Let  us 
glory  in  that  of  Chriflians.  In  this,  at  lead,  let  us  all 
have  one  faith  and  one  practice,  that  we  believe  the 
Bible  to  be  the  only  flando'^d  of  religious  truth,  and 
make  it  the  meafure  of  a  good  heart,  and  of  a  good  life. 

Were  all  once  united  in  this,  I  am  perfuaded,  bigotry 
would  fooa  hide  its  he^d,  and  ccnforioufnefs  flop  its 
mouth.  We  fhould  no  longer  brand  with  party  namesy 
and  endeavour  to  expofe  our  honefl  diflenting  brother  to 
the  reproaches  of  the  igncrnnt,  of  the  conceited  or  ma- 
licious among  tlie  people.  We  fliould  from  our  hearts 
defpife  and  abhor  fo  mean  and  bafe  a  part  as  that  of  en- 
couraging weak  and  meddlefome  perfons  here  and  there, 
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in  their  contentions  with  tlieir  rainifteis,  for  every  coa- 
fcientioiis  departure  from  the  opinions  of  Jallible  men. 
Inftead  of  being  jealous  of,  and  hating  one  another  for 
every  little  difference  in  opinion,  our  hearts  would  become 
enlarged  with  cathoiick  and  generous  ft-ntiments : — Wc 
fhould  learn  to  love ;— and  to  enconmge  and  ftrcngtheu 
each  other  in  the  work  of  the  Loiio.  True  chriftian 
knowledge  would  be  cultivated  and  increafe : — The  doc- 
trines of  religion  be  placed  upon  their  proper  bafis,  and 
defended  on  their  true  principles;  and  we  might  hope 
to  fee  fome  happy  revival  of  primitive  chrillianity  j — tlv 
gofpel  in  its  firft  glory,  and  the  churches  in  peace. 

But  1  now  turn  myfelf  to  yon.  Sir,  at  whofe  defire 
I  have  taken  the  place  of  a  preacher  on  this  occafion. 

Yon  will  prefently,  in  a  folemn  manner,  be  feparated 
to  the  gofpel  minilby,  and  have  the  charge  of  Chrill's 
flock  in  this  place  committed  to  you  :  A  charge  awful 
and  iveigbly ;  and  for  a  proper  reception  of  which,  I 
truft,  with  ferions  ,iud  prayerful  concern,  you  have  been 
preparing  yourfflf. 

Your  work,  as  a  miniUcr,  is  indeed  excellent  and  ho' 
norable ;  but  then  it  is  great,— \i  is  luboricus, — it  is 
difficult.  Some  experience  of  the  labours  and  difficulties 
of  if,  and  the  benevolent,  fympathizing  principles  cf 
friendfliip,  would  incline  me  on  this  occafion,  to  fay  fome- 
thing  that  might  comfort  and  fupport  you  ; — that  might 
ftrcngrhen  and  fortify  your  mind,  and  lead  you  to  engage 
in  your  rnafler's  fervicc  with  chearfulnefs  and  courage. 

And  may  not  fuch  conliderations  as  thefe  do  this  ? 
That  your  Lord,  into  v/hofe  fervice  you  are  entering, 
is  not  an  hard  or  tyranical  mafter  ; — rigorous  and  fcvere  hj 
his  demands,  or  arbitrary  and  capricious  in  his  dealings ; 
but  ivife,  gracious,  compajfionate.  He  knows  your  frame 
and  ftrength,  and  will  not  expecTt  from  you  above  your 
capacity  and  advantages.  Your  work  is,  in  itfclf,  of  a 
D  i  mod 
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mofl  important  nature  ;  eminently  tending  to  the  honor 
of  God,  and  the  good  of  your  fellow  creatures.  In 
ferving  your  Lord  in  heaven,  you  are  to  promote  the 
eternal  happinefs  of  men  : — To  be  helpful  for  their  de- 
liverance from  the  malignant  powers  of  fm  and  Satan  : — 
To  forward  their  falvation  from  endlefs  wretchednefs;  — 
and  to  conduft  them,  in  the  paths  of  truth  and  righteouf- 
nefs,  to  the  fublime  and  cverlafting  plcafares  of  the 
heavenly  world. 

This  view  of  the  miniflerial  work  Qiould  furely  infpirc 
you  with  fomc  noble  fortitude  of  mind,  and  lead  you  to 
engage  in  it  with  a  generous  ardor  of  foul.  And  1  may 
add  alfo,  that  your  faithful  endeavaus  to  promote  the 
work  of  God,  and  the  good  of  fouh  fliall  not  be  loft  as 
to  yourfelf.  Nay,  fliould  your  labours  be  much  in  vain, 
as  to  the  falvation  of  this  people,  which  God  forbid, 
yet  your  fidelity  to  Chrifl  fliall  be  acknowledged,  and 
your  reward  fliall  be  glorious. 

But  while  1  wifli  fuch  confiderations  as  thefe  may 
have  their  jufl;  influence  upon  your  thoughtful  mind, 
I  ftiould  not  a^l  the  part  of  a  friend  to  you,  and  to  our 
common  Lord,  i^  I  neglefled  to  mind  you,  that  you 
•will  probably  meet  with  difficulties,  grcarer  or  lefs,  and 
to  give  you  a  word  of  advice  rcfpe^tiug  them. 

I  heartily  wifli  you.  Sir,  a  kind,  i  friendly,  and  generous 
people: — A  people  who  will  (hew  a  tender  concern  for 
you  in  all  circumfhances,  and  endeavour  to  mrJce  your  bur- 
den as  light  as  pofTible  :— A  people  whofe  love  to  youlhall 
be  firm;— not  eafily  cooled  nor  fudJenly  withdrawn. 

But  your  lot  will  be  very  fmgular,  indeed,  if  you  are 
not  a  partaker  of  the  affliflions  of  the  gofpel  miuiftry  ; — 
If  you  meet  with  ungenerous  treatment  from  none  : — If 
your  faithful  warnings  and  reproofs,  are  never  relented 
by  any,  in  an  unchriltian  manner  : — If  you  meet  with 
none  who  fliall  ever  cenfure  and  condemn  your  doctrines, 
tho' ever  fo  agreeable  to  the  word  of  God,  and  think 
rhemfelves  qualified  lo  inftrucl  and  guide  you  in  your 
ininiHry. 
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Some  of  thefe,  Sir,  may  prove  trying  tempiatitfis : 
and  what  mufl;  be  done?  To  (hift  and  change  with  the 
popular  breath: — To  fuit  your  conduft  and  doctrines  to 
the  tafte  and  opinions  of  men  ;  by  this  you  might  efcape 
fome  difficulties,  and  procure,  perhaps,  in  outward  regards, 
a  more  cafy  paflage  through  the  world.  But  fliall  I  ad- 
vife  to  this  ?  It  would  be  unfakhfulnefs  to  God. — It 
would  be  cruelty  to  my  friend. 

Be  wife: — Be  prudent  in  all  things.  Inftruft  with 
meeknefs  and  patience.  Seek  the  efteera  and  friendfhip 
of  all ;  but  never  to  the  violation  of  a  good  confcience, 
and  the  proftitution  of  your  facred  office.  Be  an  honcft 
man.  Ever  bear  in  mind  your  inftrucflions  from  God, 
and  make  his  word  the  jlandard  of  your  doftrines,  and 
the  rule  of  your  life.  And  as  you  will  not  tyranize  over 
others,  fo  never  meanly  give  up  your  liberty  of  feeing, 
of  underflanding  and  believing  for  yourfelf. 

Should  enemies  plot  againft  you  on  this  account ; — 
fliould  friends  urge  you  to  recommend  yourfelf  by  de- 
claring for  this,  or  that  particular  fcheme,  and  preaching 
for  doctrines  the  opinions  and  commandments  of  men 
ihould  you  ever  find  yourfelf  in  this  trying  fituation,  I  hope, 
dear  Sir,  that  in  faithfulnefs  to  God,  and  to  yourfelf,  and 
in  honor  to  your  charafter  as  a  protcflant  divine,  you  will 
be  able  to  clafp  the  bible  to  your  heart,  and  to  fay  here  is 
;«V  confejftcn  of  faith  .-—The  doftrines  of  this  facred  book 
will  I  (ludy  :  This  fliall  ever  be  my  rule  in  preaching,  and 
according  to //j/j  by  the  help  of  God,  will  I  live.  I 
add  no  more,  Sir,  but  my  fervent  wifties,  that  the  work 
of  the  Lord  may  profper  in  your  hands;  and  that  under 
all  the  tryals  you  fhall  meet  with,  you  may  be  able  to  ap- 
prove yourfelf  to  God,  and  to  fay,  in  the  noble  fpirit  of 
Sr.  Paul. — None  of  thefe  things  move  me,  neither  count  I 
my  life  dear  unto  myfelf  fo  that  I  might  finip  my  courfe 
with  joy,  and  the  minifiry  -which  I  have  received  of  the 
Lord  Jesus, /o  tejlify  the  Go  s?zh  of  the  grace  of  GOD.\ 
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i  no*  addrefs  myfelf  to  the  beloved  flock  of  our  Lord 
Jesus  Christ  in  this  place. 

You  have  now  heard,  my  brethren,  fomething  of  the 
ofEce  and  duty  of  a  gofpel  minifler  ;  and  iikewiie  of  the 
duty  of  a  f>eople  towards  fuch  an  one  : — Let  it  be  your 
^oncern  always  to  entertain  juft  fentiments  in  reference 
to  both,  and  to  conduft  agreeable  thereto. 

The  perfon,  in  whom  your  afieiTtions  are  happily  united, 
'and  whom  you  have  chofen  for  your  fpiricual  inQruftor 
and  guide,  is  now,  at  your  defire,  come  to  abiJe  with  you, 
and  to  lay  out  his  time  and  Itrength  in  your  fervicc  ;  Su; 
then,  t/jat  he  may  be  with  yon  'lu'uhoiit  fear. 

You  cannot  be  infenfible,  tha:  hii  work  among  you, 
."vrill  be  in  itfelf,  weighty  and  difficult ;  be  cautious  there- 
fore of  adding  to  the  burden  and  difficulty  of  it,  by  any 
unbecoming  carriage  towards  him. 

Suffer  me  to  befeech  you  for  your  c.vn  fakes  as  well  as 
for  his,  to  keep  him  always  above  the  neceflity  of  per- 
plexing: and  diflrafting  cares,  as  to  the  things  of  tliis  life. 
His  office  will  be  honorable  a^i  the  minifler  of  God.— 
His  work  of  a  mofl  important  and  beneficent  nature,  in 
refpe<fl  to  you  :— Let  his  fupport  be  always  honorable 
like  his  olTice,  and  chearfully  given,  as  a  return  for  emi- 
nent afts  of  kindnefs. 

He  will  be  to  you,  I  truft,  a  fteady  faithful  friend  ; 
one  who  befides  feekiug  your  welfare  in  orher  ways,  will 
often,  bear  you  upon  his  heart  at  the  throne  of  grace. 
Let  him  have  from  you  a  return  of  every  friendiy  office. 
Brethren,  pray  for  him.  And  be  ready  to  a-ffi!!;  and  com- 
fort him  under  any  peculiar  difficulties.  Refrefli  his 
fpirits  with  continued  tokens  of  your  kind  re^jards;  and 
let  not  his  juft  fufpicions,  that  your  firft  eftecm  of  him 
is  gone ;— that  your  firft  love  to  him  is  loft,  ever  fink  and 
difcourage  his  heart.  Your  firm  adherance  to  your  late 
worthy  ^paftor,*  in  thefe  times  of  diftraftion,  and  your 
friendly  carriage  towards  him  and  his  family,  are  fpoken 
of  10  your  honor  :  Let  the  fame  fpirit  and  temper  inQucnce 
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your  conduct  towards  him  whom  God  is  now  fending  to 
make  up  the  forrowful  breach  among  you, — even  the 
fpirit  of  love  and  of  a  found  mind. 

And  keep  in  mind,  brethren,  the  nature  of  his  office 
and  employment,  that  this  is,  io  u'ork  the  ivork  of  the 
LORD  : — That  he  is  to  make  the  word  of  GOD  the  ru/e 
of  his  doflrines  as  well  as  life.  He  is  not  to  conform 
himfelf  to  any  of  your  finful  lufts  : — He  is  not  fent  to 
preach  and  defend  the  opinions  of  this  particular  divine 
or  that.  This  is  not  in  his  commiffion  : — This  is  no 
part  of  his  office,  but  to  deliver  the  truths  of  God. 

In  this  holy  Bi!>le  arc  his  inftru£lions  : — Thefe  he  is  to 
follow:  Never  cenfure  and  condemn  him  therefore, 
where  the  word  of  God  will  fupport  and  and  juftify  him. 

Be  ever  upon  your  guard  as  to  unreafonable  prejudices 
againft  hira  :  The  influence  of  tliefe  is  the  moft  perni- 
cious 10  religion.  Give  not  too  much  heed,  at  any  rime, 
to  bufy  and  difaffeBed  perfons,  if  fuch  fhall  appear,  who 
may  be  fond  of  mev^dling  with  things  out  of  their  fphcre, 
and  above  their  reach.  And  as  he  comes  among  you 
with  a  fair  and  unbiemiflied  character,  be  always  tender 
of  his  repurarion,  and  whenever  you  can,  withjuftice,  be 
ready  to  defend  it.  Vile  afpcriions  of  his  dcdrines  or 
moral  charafier  will  Tiot  only  be  an  injury  done  to  him 
ferfonally,  but  may  have  a  raoft  unhappy  effect  on  the' 
fuccefs  of  his  miniflry. 

And  let  your  concern  be  great  and  folcmn,  that  lie  is 
without  juft  fear  of  milling  the  great  end  of  his  miniftry, 
— the  falvation  of  your  precious  and  immortal  fouls. 
Attend  therefore  with  diligence  to  his  inftruc^ions. — Sub- 
3nit  to  and  regard  his  juft  admonitions  and  reproofs. 
Never  refent  with  anger  Inch  afts  of  duty  and  friendihip 
from  him.  Confider  that  in  thefc,  he  does  but  difchafge 
his  office,  and  aft  up  to  his  charafter,  and  fuffer  him  to  be 
faithful  to  his  great  Lo.id  and  to  you. 

And  O,  my  friends,  bear  in  mind  that  you  alfo  arc 
accountable  to  God  for  the  regard  you  pay  to  this  his 
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minlftcr.  He  is  the  fervanr  of  the  Most  High,  and  is 
to  do  his  wor>:— His  mailer  in  heaven  will  rcfent  any 
dirrefpe(ft  to  his  faithful  mefTagcs,  and  it  will  appear  here- 
after that  he  who  defpifeth,  hath  dcfpifcd,  not  irian, 
but  God. 

But  I  fliall  now  conchide  with  a  few  words  addrefled 
to  this  whole  affembly, 

I  doubt  not  you  are  fenfible,  my  hearers,  many  of  you 
at  lead,  that  this  is  a  time  of  great  temptation  and  diffi- 
culty, not  only  with  minilters  but  other  chrirtians.  If  we 
are,  in  fomc  meafure,  recovered  from  that  ftate  of  general 
dijtraflion  and  confuficn  into  which  we  were  flung  forae 
years  fmce,  yet  a  fpirit  of  jealoufy,  contention  and  divilion ; 
—a  difpofition  to  judge,  cenfuie  and  condemn,  on  account 
of  fuppofed  errors  and  herefies,  is  ftill  prevalent  in 
many  places. 

I  pretend  not  to  fay,  that  miflakes  and  errors  in 
matters  of  religion  are  no  where  among  us :  But  as  a 
friend  to  liberty  and  peace,  1  would,  agreeable  to  the 
tenor  of  this  difcourfe,  propofe,  with  great  humility,  a 
method  of  conduft,  in  reference  to  this  cafe,  which  I 
apprehend  might  have  fome  happy  elFeft :  And  it  is 
briefly  this. 

Upon  the  cry  of  error  with  refpeft  to  any  one,  let  us 
take  the  following  courfe.  In  the  firit  place  fee,  before 
we  inlifi  ourfelves  among  the  contending  parties,  that  the 
charge  againft  our  brother  or  neighbour,  whatever  it  be, 
is  julily  grounded  and  well  fupported;  otherwife  we  are 
in  danger  of  injuring  the  innocent,  by  propagating  and 
Ipreadiiig  a  llander  which  ought  never  to  have  beca 
mentioned. 

In  the  next  place,  for  forming  our  own  judgment, 
•whether  the  thing  charged  is  error  or  not,  let  us  not  rcll 
wholly  in  our  preconceived  opinion  upon  it;  nor  in  the 
opinion  of  this  man  or  that,  but  bring  the  cafe  to  the 
word  of  GOD,  as  the  only  ftandard  of  a  right  taith,  and, 
in  the  cxercifc  of  fober  unbialTed  realbn,  be  determined 
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by  this.  For  it  is  more  than  probable,  that  what  is  rc- 
prefented  as  erroneous  by  fome,  and  what  we  ourfehves 
have  taiceti  to  be  fo,  may,  by  impartially  trying  it  by  this 
Tiile,  fometimeS  turn  out  othcrwife. 

If  upon  fuch  a  view  of  the  point,  wc  arc  pcrfuaded  it 
IS  an  error,  let  us  then  examine  by  the  fame  rule,  the 
word  of  God,  into  the  nature  and  importance  of  it : — 
Whether  it  be  plainly  deftruftive  of  piety  and  Tirtue  : — 
Whether  it  be  inconfiftent  with  the  character  of  a  true 
chriftian,  and  fuch  as  we  apprehend,  muft,  agreeable  to 
the  Word  of  God,  (hut  a  man  out  of  heaven,  and  there- 
fore ought  to  deprive  him  pf  our  charity. 

This  enquiry,  I  conceive,  may  be  of  very  great  con- 
fequence : — For  it  is  beyond  difpute,  that  fome  miftakes 
or  errors  in  religious  matters  are  much  more  harmlefs, 
or  lefs  pernicious  than  others ; — and  that  many,  which, 
by  fome,  have  been  fpokcn  of  as  damning,  hav^  been  fo 
reprefented,  without  any  juil;  authority  from  fcripture 
or  reafon  : — That  inflead  of  being  really  things  for 
which  chrirtians  ought  to  have  broken  charity  with  one 
'  another,  and  got  together  by  tlie  ears ; — for  which  they 
ought  to  have  hated,  ccnfnt'ed  and  condemned  one  ano- 
ther, and  run  into  parties  and  faflions,  they  were  fuch  as 
they  ought  ro  have  borne  with  in  each  other,  and  conti- 
nued together  in  peace  and  love. 

I  do  not  imagine,  indeed,  that  the  fcheme  now  pro- 
pofed,  can  be  much  approved  of  by  one  highly  opinion- 
ated of,  and  bigotted  to  his  own  fenfe  of  things : — Nor 
by  any  one  who  is  fond  of  making  hereticks,  that  he  may 
raife  his  own  repuution  and  charaftcr  in  deflroying  them : 
— Nor,  again,  that  this  method  would  brmg  all  to  think 
and  believe  cxaftly  alike,  which,  as  it  is  not  neceflary  to 
chriltian  charity  and  peace,  fo  is  not  to  be  expefted  ia 
the  prefent  ftate. 
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But  then,  I  doubt  not,  in  this  way,  feme  fuppofed 
crors  would  fooo  die  away  of  therafelves,  as  being  with- 
cut  fufEcient  ground  for  their  being  regarded  and  propa- 
gated : — That  forae  would  turn  out  to  be  real  truths  \  — 
and  that  others  would  not  appear  of  importance  enough 
to  juftify  our  hard  and  uncharitable  cenfures  of  one  ano- 
ther : — And  upon  the  whole,  that  the  number  of  errors 
in  matters  of  faith,  would  hereby  be  greatly  diminiflied  : 
— That  contentions  and  divifions  among  chriftians  would 
come  to  an  end  : — That  peace  and  love  would  return  and 
flourifh  in  places  from  which  they  have  been  baniflied, — « 
and  the  true  intereft  of  religion  be  greatly  promoted. 

But  if,  at  all  adventures,  we  will  go  on  cenfuring  and 
condemning ; — contending  and  quarrelling  with  every  one 
who  cannot  fee,  underftand  and  believe  in  all  things  juft 
as  wc  do,  I  leave  it  to  the  fober  and  judicious  to  deter- 
mine, whether  we  have  not  great  need  of  that  caution  of 
St.  Paul,  with  which  I  clofc,  Gal.  v.  15,  But  if  ye  bite 
and  devour  one  another^  take  he^d  that  ye  be  not  cor^ 
fumed  one  of  another. 
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Ordination  Sermon. 


2  CORINTHIANS  XII.  15  18.  . 

yiND  I  ivill  very  gladly  fpend  and  be  /pent  for 
jou  ;  though  the  more  abundantly  I  love  jou, 
the  lefs  I  be  loved. 

But  be  it  foy  I  did  not  burden  you  :  neverthelefs^ 
being  crufty^  I  caught  y on  "with  guile. 

Did  I  make  a  gain  of  you  by  any  of  thtm  'whom 
I  fent  unto  you  ? 

I  defired  Titus,  and  'with  him  I fent  a  brother  : 
Did  Titus  wake  a  gain  of  you  ?  walked  ive 
not  in  the  fame  fpirit  ?  ivilked  ive  not  in  the 
fame  Jleps  ? 

HAT  the  prefcnt  times  arc  much 
^-p^^*  worfe  than  the  former,  hath  been  a 
^5?C  common  complahit  \vuh  mankinJ^ 

anJ  not  always  without  truth.  But 
when  it  rcfults  merely  from  a  melancholy  com- 
ple<5tion,  impatience  and  refcntment,  or  a  preci- 
pitancy of  temper,  it  is  never  made  witli  pro- 
priety.   Juftly  to  determine  between  the  day  in 
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Vk'hich  wc  live,  and  thofc  vrhlch  arc  part,  it  Is 
nccefTary  that  we  look  back  to  the  Rate  of  things 
then  exifting  with  great  attention  and  care. 
Knowledge  thus  extended,  though  it  can  by  no 
means  be  fuppofcd  to  reconcile  a  ferious  thinker 
to  the  moral  evils  with  which  he  is  acquainted, 
will  yet  go  a  good  way  frequently  to  lower  the 
comparative  charge  upon  the  (landing  genera- 
tion, and  hereby  in  degree  ferve  to  prevent  that 
difcouragemcntin  good  men  which  oftimcs  ftag- 
nates  their  endeavours  to  reform  the  world. 

Human  nature  weak  and  difordered  operates 
in  a  various  manner.  Yetit  hath  its  limits.  Hence 
one  people  aft  the  part  ot  another,  centuries  be- 
fore them,  and  there  is  an  evident  rcfcmblancc 
in  the  prevailing  corruptions  of  very  remote  pe- 
riods. 

So  early  as  the  age  of  the  Apofllcs  we  may 
difcern  the  fame  fpirit  working  which  long  fincc 
hath  produced  much  trouble  in  the  church,  and 
hindrcd  the  progrefs  of  vital  chriftianity — difaf- 
feftion  to,  and  alienation  from,  the  miniftcEfof 
our  Lord,  under  the  artful  management  of  fome, 
^ho  with  high  profcffions  were  thought  to  aim 
at  their  good. 

This  may  be  rcprcfcnted  in  a  point  of  view 
cfpccially  ftriking  by  the  treatment  of  St.  Paul. 
He  was  a  man  thoroughly  verfcd  in  jewifh  learn- 
ing, and  not  unacquainted  with  gentile  writers. 
The  very  remarkable  manner  of  his  convcrfion 
to  the  faith  of  Chrift  being  well  attefted,authcn- 
ticatcd  his  mi.Tion.  In  extraordinary  gifts  he 
was  not  behind  the  chief  ApollIcSj  in  labours  h? 
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exceeded  them ;  and  the  fatigues  he  went  throngh 
for  the  propagation  of  the  gofpel  were  amazing. 
By  way  of  eminence  he  was  the  Apoftle  of  the 
Gentiles — pleaded  for  their  rights  with  warmth, 
and  maintained  their  immunities  with  fortitude. 
The  weapons  of  his  warfare  were  mighty  through 
God,  i,n  pulling  down  the  ftrong  holds  in  which 
the  grcatcft  part  of  the  world  was  intrenched, 
and  reducing  men  into  fubjcftion  to  Chrift,  and 
his  zeal  for  fpreading  the  gofpel  was  crowned 
with  ample  fuccefs. 

It  ii  reafonable  to  imajiinc  that  fuch  a  man 
Ihouldbe  oppofcd  by  hardened  infidels,  and  that 
their  utmoft  efforts  would  be  levelled  chiefly  at 
him  ;  partly  becaufc  of  that  malevolent  fpirit 
which  the  enemies  of  the  crqfs  naturally  bear  to 
its  warmeft  friends,  and  partly  becaufe  the  moft 
probable  method  to  dclhoy  the  chriflian  intereft 
is  to  take  of  thofe  who  are  moft  able  and  in- 
duftrious  to  promote  it.  But  that  thole  who 
had  been  cye-witneffcs  of  his  miraculous  powers, 
who  had  been  perfuadcd  by  the  convictivc  force 
of  his  addrefTcs  to  relinqulfh  the  fchemc  of  re- 
ligion delivered  down  to  them  from  time  immc- 
morial,and  embrace  the  chrilHan, — who  had  op- 
portunity of  obfcrving  his  excellent  fpirit  and 
conJuft,  fliould  by  a  ready  credulity  receive  dif- 
advantageous  imprefllons,  and  be  led  thereby  in- 
to prejudices  a^ainft  his  pcrfon  and  miniftry,  is 
reaiiy  aflonifhing.    Yet  thus  was  it  with  St.FauI. 

CORINTH,  a  grecian  city  fliared  largely  in 
his  fcrviccs.  There  he  tanicd  eighteen  months, 
preaching  the  word  of  God,  and  there,  noiwith- 

flanding 
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{landing  the  pride  of  philofophic  wifdom,  (m 
which  perhaps  it  was  fccond  only  to  Athens) 
notwithftanding  the  extremely  vicious  manners 
of  the  inhabitants,  the  hand  of  the  Lord  being 
with  him,  he  profely ted  many  to  the  chriftian  re- 
ligion. But  neither  their  long  converfe  with 
him,  nor  the  great  obligations  which  under  God 
they  owed  him, — the  high  privileges  and  glori- 
ous hopes  to  which  he  had  been  inftrumental  of 
exalting  them,  could  fufficiently  fortify  their 
minds  againfl:  the  evil  infinuations  of  defigning 
men.  Thcfe  produced  a  coldnefs  to,  an  uncafy 
jcaloufy  of\\\m,  and  reduced  him  to  a  neceflity 
of  a  formal  vindication  of  his  character. 

He  makes  an  apology.  How  extremely  well 
is  it  conducted  r  His  circumftances  were  critical. 
His  reputation  and  ufefulnefs  were  at  ftake.  To 
prcfcrvc  both  was  of  importance.  To  this  end 
a  publication  of  his  ac'^ivity  and  trials,  and  the 
dilHnguifhing  vouchfafemcnts  of  heaven  to  him, 
was  unavoidable.  This  feemed  to  favour  of  of- 
tentation  and  vanity.  What  a  painful  ftruggic 
muft  he  find  between  the  fpirit  of  modefty  and 
felf-defence  ?  But  he  maintains  both  throughout. 
With  a  noble  franknefs.  he  gives  an  account  of 
the  fcencs  he  had  paffed  through,  and  the  part 
he  had  a6led  during  his  apoftolatc,but  at  thefamc 
time  afcribes  privilege  and  the  difchargc  of  duty 
to  divine  grace,  and  attributes  an  appearance  of 
boafling  to  the  compulfion  of  thofe  who  refufed 
him  juftice.  What  is  there  in  all  this  that  can 
offend  the  niccft  car?  Our  indignation  and  grief 
arife  at  the  unworthy  imputations  upon  the  a- 
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poftle  which  occafioncd  this  narrative,  bur  it 
cannot  but  be  accounted  a  great  blcfllng  to  after 
ages  that  the  delineation  of  fo  bright  a  charaftcr 
was  extorted  from  him. 

What  was  of  unhappy  influence  upon  tlic 
Corinthians  was  an  intimation  that  he  was  acflu- 
ated  to  his  work  by  mercenary  motives.  He 
denies  the  charge.  Support  he  nerded,  and  to 
th\\  he  had  a  right  from  them  with  whom  he 
laboured.  But  this  claim  he  chofe  to  wave, and 
while  with  them  received  fupplies  from  other 
churches.  Still  it  was  whifpcred  that  tho'  he 
did  not  perfonally  burden  them,  he  obtained  a 
lucrative  end  as  effedually  by  employing  others 
fubtilly  on  his  own  behalf.  But  be  it  Jo  I  did 
not  burden  jyou  ;  neverthelefs  being  crafty  I  caught 

jou  with  guile.  Still  he  denies  the  charge  by  an 
appeal  to  themfelves.  Did  I  make  a  gain  of  yon 
by  any  of  them  u&hom  I  fent  unto  you  ?  J  defired 
T^itus,  and  -with  him  I  fent  a  brother.  Did  Titus 
make  a  gain  of  you  P  walked  we  not  in  the  Jame 

Jpir  it  ?  walked  we  not  in  the  fame  fleps  ? 

Had  the  Corinthians,  after  the  unkind  things 
which  palTed,  rcafon  to  expe<^i  ever  to  fee  the  a- 
poftle  more  ?  Not  according  to  the  general  con- 
duft  of  the  world  in  like  cafes.  But  elevated  a- 
bove  thefe  things  which  commonly  provoke  ncg- 
Ic6l,  he  determines  to  vifit  them  as  a  laiher  who 
lays  up  for  his  children,  ard  jr/  to  fpend  and  he 

Jpent  for  them  ghidly,  though  the  more  abundantly 
be  loved,  the  lefs  he  was  loved  by  them.  The 
words  which  I  have  rea^l  for  the  head  of  mydif- 
courfe  will  lead  us  into  feme  weighty  rciic<?uons 
1}  adapted 
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ad;ipted  to  the  folcmn  occafion  of  oht  a/Icmbftng 
this  day.  The 

Fi  RST  thing  which  prcfcnts irfclf!  to  our  view, 
is  the  love  uhich  a  miniftcr  of  Chrlft  ftiould  pof- 
fcfs.  towards  his  people. 

St.  Paul  bore  a  love  to  the  Corinthians,  and 
confidciing  his  connection  with  them,  points  out 
to  his  fuccclTors  in  the  miniftry,  the  bencvolenc 
rcfpeft  whrch  is  due  to  thofe  with  whom^  tii«y 
are  peculiarly  called  to  officiate. 

-Tr.  >:  Father  of  fpirits  hath  implanted  in  man 
a  capacity  of  extending  his.  views  beyond  him- 
felf, — of  confklering  th'.'  f>ate  and  character  of 
bcir.gs  around  him,  an<l  the  relation  which  fub- 
fir^s  between  him  and  th'.  m,  to*2:ether  with  ccr- 
tain  affc(f>ions,corrcfpondcnt  to  the  ctrcumftances 
•therein  he  is  placed,  aad  of  thofe,  wiJi  whom 
he  is  united. 

Tn  r.  undcrftandingof  man  hath.cvrdcnt  mark* 
of  fuprcmacy.  Hence  when  we  fpcak  of  any 
af?:(5tion  as  a  virtue,  it  muft  be  fiippofed  to  ort- 
ginatc  !fom  fuch  a  fcnfe  of  things,  and  be  dircft- 
cd  ta  fuch  o'^j-.fts.and  exerted  in  fach  a  manner, 
as  is  jufl  and  rcalbnablc. 

Mankind  m  general  arc  to  be  embraced  \ri 
the  out-flretchcd  arms  of  charity,  as  the  offspring 
of  God,  and  our  hrethrcn.  Smaller  focietiea 
come  more  immediately  under  our  eye,  we  ar« 
Jinked  with  them  by  peculiar  bonds  and  engage- 
ments ;  they  demand  therefore  and  with  pro- 
priety draw  a  more  partlcukr  and  warm  inclina.- 
tion  of  fbiil. 

Th4 
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The  loVe  of  an  obje(5l  re  attended  with  a,  d©- 
fire  of  its  welfare  accatding  to  its  capacity,  T  his 
feems  to  be  efpecially  inchuicd  in  the  apolUc'S 
intention  ;  therefore  he  adds,  2  n't/l  Jpc\id^  and 
be  /pent  for  you. 

A  MINISTER  of  Chrift  gives  himf:!f  to  a 
people  by  the  wiH  of  God  to  (ervc  them.  An 
indifference  to  their  concerns  in  common  with 
the  reft  of  the  world,  is  inconfiftcnt  with  iiuma- 
nity,  repugnant  to  chriftiinity,  and  where  a  tin- 
der fpccial  regard  is  wanting,  there  is  wanting  that 
■frameof  fpirit  which  the  order  of  things  and  the 
providence  of  God  call  for.  There  are  duties 
which  the  miniftcri'3,1  ftation  evidently  demands 
to  be  performed  to  a  people,  thefe  in  their  na- 
ture and  afpct^l:  arc  oiHces  of  lo-ce,  in  tlv-ir  ilated 
difcharge  arc  t^>xt^\z  dljlht^uijloed  loi^e.  No- 
thing i*  plainer  than  that  the  inward  difpoHtion 
"Should  accord  with  tiic  outward  behaviour. 

How  repeatedly  is  this  temper  of  a  miniflcr 
exhibited  in  the  facred  writings  in  an  iaiportant 
light?  Being*  affctiionatdy  defiruis  of  jgh,  ive 
were  luUI'ing  to  have  mpartcd  unto  you  not  the 
gofpel<}f  God  onlyjbut  olfo^our  9wnfou'sbecaufeye 
iv£rc  dear  unto  us.  New  lue  live  if  yejiand  Jiijl 
in  the  Lord.f  Timothy  is  recommended  to  the 
Philippians  as  n&tiirally  caring  far  ibclr Jiate^in^ 
Epaphroditus  as  longing  for  them. 

This  afFcdion  i%  proporiionaie  and  impdrtidl. 
A  miniftc.r  under  the  influence  of  the  fpirit  and 
■  triuhs  of  God,eonIidcrs  the  foul  as  preferable  to 
the  body,  i he  meat  -jjhlch  euAureth  to  eterttul  hfe 
B  2  to 
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to  that  tuhich  periJJjeth.  He  looks  through  the 
thread  of  human  exigence,  and  therefore  his 
varmeft  vvifhes  are  that  his  people  becoming 
partakers  of  a  divine  nature  may  finally  inherit 
the  bleffcdnefs  of  hcavtn.  Some  are  ftrangcrs  to 
the  fpiritual  life.  For  thefe  he  travails  in  birth 
'till  Chrifl  be  formed  in  them.  Some  hzytpajjed 
from  death  to  life.  The  outgoings  of  his  foul  arc 
for  thcfc  that  they  may  be  changed  into  the  di' 
-vine  image  from  glory  to  glory. 

Tnz  rich  and  honorable,  poor  a»d  abafcd, 
wife  and  learned,  weak  and  ignorant  in  reference 
to  the  foul  and  eternity  meet  together,  and  chal- 
lenge a  place  in  the  heart  of  a  miniftcr.  Particu- 
lar attachments  may  arife  from  fimilarity  of  tem- 
per, from  fmgular  intcllcftual  and  moral  quali- 
ties; particular  obligations,  may  be  formed  by  tics 
of  confanguinity  and  alliance,  but  never  to  ex- 
clude an  ardent  tender  concern  for  the  whole 
flock.      For,  to  add  no  more. 

This  love  of  a  minifter  is  a  ruling  pnffton,  in 
cppofition  to  the  love  of  the  enjoyments  of  life, 
vhich  whenever  it  predominates  in  mcafurc  re- 
tards if  it  does  not  dcHroy  the  great  end  of  his 
mifTion. 

Secondly.  We  may  remaik  upon  the  ef- 
fects of  this  love, — it  engages  a  miniftcr  to  chear- 
Jul  and  expciftve  ferviees  for  his  people,  ylnd 
I  will  gUdly  fpend  cnJ  be  fpent  for  ^ou,  though 
the  more  abundantly  1  love  you,  dcmonftrate  my 
afieftion  ro  y(  u  by  this  moans.  This  love  docs 
nof  lay  dormant  in  the  lurait,  nor  evaporate  in 
the  language  cnly  of  loftiicls  and  complaifancc. 

It 


It  is  powerfully  impulfive,  and  IfTues  in  rcidy 
fclf-dcnying  labours  for  the  public  good.  The 
pafTions  and  afTe^tions  have  a  ftimulating  quality, 
and  arc  defigncd  in  fubordination  to  aflion.  Let 
me  expatiate  a  few  moments  upon  this  claufc 
before  us. 

Spending  implies  fomc  fabftance.  Itis  the 
improvement  of  what  we  have  for  the  advantage 
of  others.  St.  Paul  was  favoured  with  good  a- 
bilities  of  mind,  an  education  at  the  feet  of  Ga- 
hialicl,  and  extraordinary  gifts  from  heaven.  The 
laft  were  peculiar  to  the  infant  ftate  of  chriftia- 
nity.  But  in  thefe  later  days  'tis  of  importance 
that  thofe  in  the  miniftry  be  men  of  genius  and 
acquirements.  For  tho'  the  fuccefs  of  means  de- 
pends upon  God,  yet  being  defigncd  to  an  end, 
it  cannot  be  thought  agreeable  to  his  infinite  wif- 
dom  that  thofe  which  are  leaft  adapted  to  pro- 
duce a  good  cffc^,  (hould  in  the  common  method 
of  his  adminiftration  equally  anfwcr  a  falutary 
purpofe,  as  thofe  which  are  more  direftly  calcu- 
lated to  promote  it.  When  the  apoftlc  fpealis 
of  the  Joolijhnejs  of  preaching  *  he  can  only 
mean  that  the  fchemeof  chriftianity  was  folly  in 
the  eye  of  the  worldly  wife, or  as  he  expreffes  it 
them  that  peri/Jj.  J  In  this  fcheme  he  affurcs  us 
God  hzs  abounded  in  all  -wif dom  and  prudence^. 
Surely  then  to  publifla  and  open  it  cannot  be 
the  fuitablc  province  of  the  wcakcft  and  nioft  ig- 
norant. Timothy's  charge  was  to  commit  the 
minUtry  of  the  gofpel  to  fuch  as  'were  able  to 
teach  others  ;  they  mufi  therefore  have  a  good 
(hare  of  knowledge  themfclves.  Bril- 
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Brilliant  natural  powers — fertile  inven- 
tion and  a  flowing  imagination  are  by  the  bulk 
of  mankind  moft  admired,  when  in  reality  the 
IcTsfliowy  faculties — clear  underftanding  and  ac- 
curate judgment  are  more  ufcful.  Happy  for 
,the  church,  when  thefc  unite  in,  happy  when  the 
latter  arc  the  diAinguifliing  charafter  of  her  mi- 
niAcrs. 

Very  flcndcr  preparation|  for  the  fan^luary 
by  previous  applicatic>n  to  the  means  of  inftrufti- 
on  ol^tcn  meets  with  applaufc,  by  virtue  of  fome 
little  exterior  accidents.  But  he  viho  fallics  forth 
into  the  world  thus  poorly  furnifhcJ, hath  reafon 
toblufli  let  his  reputation  be  ever  fo  exalted,  at 
the  fmall  value  he  fets  upon  the  fouls  of  men, 
and  the  flighty  regards  he  pays  to  them. 

But  we  will  fuppofe  x  man  well  qnalificl 
for  the  work  of  the  mir.iflry  by  intelitftuaf  ac- 
corapliflimcnts  entering  upon  his  charge.  Now 
he  imparts  as  he  hath  laid  up  in  flore,  and  ac- 
cording to  the  ability  which  God  hath  given 
him,  for  their  fupply  to  whom  he  is  devoted, 
and  difpenfcs  inftrucftions  and  counfels  to  en- 
lighten the  underllanding,  rectify  the  judgrncnf, 
dir^fl  in  the  way  of  falvation,  to  warm  and 
mend  the  heart,  ard  carry  on  the  work  of  re--' 
ligion  towards  pcrfc^ion.  He  has  amaffed  a 
fund  of  knowledge  before  his  introduflion  to  the 
miniflry,  but  is  now  ufing  it,  and  mull  there- 
fore fee  to  it  that  he  keeps  his  flock  good  by 
new  recruits,  and  giv€  himfcif  to  readifig.  Ha- 
ving by  a  tenacious  memory  laid  up  the  fenti- 
ments  of  others  thc^  arc  not  to  be  retailed"  at  a 

Yen cure ; 
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TCrttUTC  ;  but  tnuft  be  examined,  dlgefted,  smd 
made  his  own  ;  therefore  he  mujl  give  himjeif 
to  meditation.  The  facrcd  fcripturcs  muft  tf- 
pecially  be  confultcd,  the  treafury  of  divine 
knowledge,  he  muft  aitn  at  the  foleition  of  re- 
maining difficulties,  that  he  may  have  clearer 
and  naorc  comprehenfivc  views  of  the  fcheme 
contained  in  the  gofpel.  What  time  and  clo(e-. 
nef$  of  thought  arc  required  only  in  this  part  of 
niiniftcrial  duty  ? 

In  preparations  for  the  pulpit  he  murt:  criti- 
cally furvcy  the  afpcftsof  providence,  and  moral 
ftare  of  the  flock,  and  his  difcourfcs  muft  be 
fuited  accordingly.  In  the  formation  of  thefe 
there  muft  be  ftudy  for  fcntiments  pertinent  to 
the  fubjeft ;  weighty,  well  fupported,  and  pro- 
fitable; for  pcrfpicuity  of  didion,  a  proper  ar- 
rangement of  matter,  and  a  particularapplication 
to  the  confcicnces.of  the  auditory. 

Let  us  proceed  to  the  temple.  There  he  i» 
called  to  the  exertion,  of  his  ftrength  in  uttering 
the  mind  of  God  to  his  worfhippcrs  and  theirs 
to  him.  Leading  in  the  duties  of  devotion,  and 
proclaiming  the  words  of  eternal  life,  is  it  pof- 
fible  but  the  powers  of  his  mind  fliould  be  im 
tenfcly  engaged  ? 

The  public  fcrvice  being  finlfhed  he  is  yet  to 
labour  in  fcafon  and  out  of  feafon  for  the  bencfic 
of  individuals,  and  to  go  through  numbcriefs 
fatigues  to  fervc  them.  Their  exigencies  are 
various  and  prefling,  and  it  requires  the  deliberate 
employment  of  the  underftanding  and  judgment 
to  addrels  them  to  falotary  purpofe,  or  God  for 
them  with  propriety.  At 
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At  the  head  of  a  fociety  called  by  the  name 
of  'Jcfus  and  built  upon  him,  he  is  to  take  pains 
that  their  honour  be  prefer\ed,  the  religious  ends 
of  their  incorporation  be  anfwered,  and  the  umty 
of  the  Spirit  be  maintained  in  the  bond  of  peace. 
Attention  is  to  be  paid  toerery  rifiog  thrcatning 
c%-il,  and  c\ery  favourable  circumftancc  to  the 
interefts  of  religion  and  the  body  of  Chrift,  and 
the  bcft  methods  be  confulted  to  obviate  the 
on«,  and  improve  the  other  to  advantage.  'Tis 
caly  to  fee  that  in  the  whole  courfe  which  I  have 
defcribed,  a  weight  muft  lay  upon  his  fpirit,  and 
an  habitual  concern  attend  him, — a  concern  that 
his  meafures  be  well  projected,  executed,  and 
prove  fuccefsful. 

Is  not  the  natural  cfTe^l  of  thefe  things  to  ex- 
hauft  the  vigor,  and  impair  the  ftrcngth  of  the 
human  frame?  The  foul  and  body  are  fo  united 
by  the  great  creator  as  to  be  reciprocally  affefted, 
and  what  is  grievous  to  the  one,  the  other  feels. 
Heclufenefs,  fedentary  bufinefs,  abftraftcd 
thought,  multiplicity  of  cares,  tend  to  wear 
away  the  fprings  of  life.  Much  fudy  is  a 
-wearine/s  to  tbejlefh,  and  much  anxiety  makcth 
the  heart  to  fioop.  Bodily  exercifc  which  fcrves 
for  diverfcn  may  relieve,  but  that  which  is  more 
than  the  fpirits  can  bear  is  noxious.  'Tis  not 
always  for  a  miniftcr  to  chufe  his  labours.  He 
muft  obey  the  calls  of  providence. 

Some  mav  imagine  that  things  have  been  fet 
too  high,  to  exalt  the  clergy.  Put  them  then  as 
low  as  you  pleafe,  only  remembering  that  the 
foundation  wc  have  gone  upon  is  that  a  rainift«' 

heartily 
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heartily  defires  the  happlnefs  of  his  people. 
This  defirc  infers  endeavours  to  promote  it.  Can 
SLr\y good  be  obtained  without  adivity  or  labour 
of  body  or  mind  When  the  heart  is  fet  upon 
and  reaches  after  it  an  earned  foiicitude  is  natu- 
rally excited  in  the  profecution  of  the  meafures 
which  lead  to  it.  Wearinefs  is  the  confequcnce 
of  labour.  The  exertions  of  the  mind  take  deeper 
impreflion  on  nature  than  of  the  body,  and  care 
is  in  proportion  to  the  apprehended  importance 
of  the  objects  which  it  relates  to.  'l  is  evident 
then  that  an  affeftionatc  minifter  mufl:  /pend  his 
ftrength  and  powers  and  br /pent  for  his  people. 

And  all  this  he  docsgladly.  Being  an  hearty 
friend  to  fouls  he  undertakes  the  office  of  minif- 
tring  to  them  not  by  conjlraint  but  ivillinglv,  and 
purfucs  it  with  a  readj  mind.  This  love  that  he 
bears  to  his  people  hath  a  Orange  property  ot 
rendering  difficulties  tolerable,  foftening  cares, 
and  fwectning  duty.  It  finks  mountains  and 
exalts  valleys.  It  carries  him  along  with  fpright- 
lincfs  in  his  work  ;  and  every  profpefl  of  fucccfs 
nils  with  delight  and  a  joy  unfpcakablc. 

A  Parent  rifcs  up  early  and  fits  up  late,  and 
cats  the  bread  of  carefulncfs,  that  his  defccndants 
may  fiourifli.  Who  can  rcftrain  him  from  it? 
His  flrong  propenfity  to  the  welfare  of  his  ofl- 
fpring  renders  thefe  things  matter  of  free  choice. 
Thus  the  minifter  is  confidcred  in  the  immedi- 
ately precccding  context  as  a  facher  providing 
for  his  chilJrcn  doubtlefs  witha  fimilar  afrcfiion. 

Thirdly,  another  thing  which  occurs  in 
reading  thcfe  words  is  a  fuppofeablc  cafe, — that 
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the  love  and  fervices  of  a  miniftcr  ro  his  people, 
do  not  always  i}ieetwith  an  equal  r e turn,  h\it{omc- 
timcs  vmchthe  revsrfe,  tho  the  more  abundantly 
I  love  jou,  the  Ufs  I  be  loved. 

Goodness  of  heart  is  not  always  joined  with 
corrcftnefs  of  jndgncnt,  WeajcncfTcs  and  in- 
difcrctions  may  therefore  be  the  concomitants  of 
it  in  aft.  Thcfc  produce  contempt.  Contempt 
abates  afFcction.if  it  does  not  deflroy  it.  But  as 
this  is  not  applicable  to  St.  Paul,  we  may  fup- 
pofe  that  want  of  love  in  a  people  does  not  al- 
ways tpring  from  hence.  Pcrliaps  this  head  may 
be  illuflrated  as  well  as  any  way  by  following 
tiiis  ApofHc  in  the  hiRory  of  his  own  times  and 
troubles,  as  incidentally  thrown  into  his  Epidlcs. 

Modesty  and  humility  are  truly  excellent, 
and  cad  a  IuOtc  upon  the  bcft  character  in  ihc 
eyes  of  the  difccrning.  But  it  is  not  fo  with 
all.  Some  arc  captivated  with  bold  airs,  and 
high  pretences  to  fomething  eminently  great  and 
good.  This  St.  Paul  complains  of  in  the  Corin- 
thians, (we  hope  not  all)  that  they  Juffered  if  a 
man  exalted  hmfelf'''' — did  not  cenfurc  his  vani- 
ty, but  were  rather  pleaCrd.  Concerning  this 
fort  of  men  he  fays,  f  vae  dare  not  make  our- 
J'elves  of  the  number,  or  covipare  our/elves  "with 
fume  that  commcinl  tkemjclves.  St.  Paul  was 
lowly  in  heart,  and  could  not  think  of  making 
a  parade  of  his  gifts  and  graces — nor  §  of  men 
fought  xve  glory.  His  very  manner  of  writing 
when  he  was  drawn  out  in  full  view  to  the 
world,  evidently  fhows  the  conftraint  which 
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•was  put  upon  his  inclination,  and  his  abhorrence 
of  the  popular  art  of  procuring  fame  by  an  en- 
comium upon  himfclh  The  ncgleft  of  fetting 
himfeif  off  while  others  were  full  of  tumid  ft  it 
applaufe  turned  the  hearts  of  the  more  unthink- 
ing from  him  at  Icafl:  in  Corinth.  It  wouUi  have 
been  ftrange  indeed,  had  not  the  like  difpofuion 
and  conduct  been  manifefi:  in  following  ages. 

A  PERSONABLE  appearance  and  graceful  mc- 
tliod  of  fpeaking  have  their  allurements.  St. 
Paul  had  not  thcfe  qualifications.  It  is  likely 
his  antagonifts  had.*  His  boJilj prefence  is  'r^/cak, 
and  his  fpccch  contemptible  was  the  objtiftion  of 
the  Corinthians,  which  connected  with  their  ex- 
cefTivc  adciftcdncfs  to  others,  leads  us  to  think 
that  the  preheminence  thcfe  men  obtained  over 
the  Apoftle,  arofein  part  from  the  better  figure 
they  made,  or  their  exceliing  him  in  volubility 
ofdifcourfe  and  propriety  of  action. 

GREEC E  confiltcd  of  popular  governments, 
where  no  point  could  be  carried  without  an  ap- 
peal to  large  affemblies.  Hcnee  it  abounded  in 
Oratory.  The  bulk  of  their  communiiios.  were 
fond  of  it  even  to  enthufiafm.  And  even  after 
the  fubje<5fion  of  the  country  to  the  Roman  ari^is, 
tlieir  haughty  niaftcrs  paid  homage  to  it,  as  the 
fehool  of  eloquence.  Sc.  Paul  then  not  having 
thcfe  advantages,  it  is  no  wonder  that  with  un- 
common and  fuperior  excellencies  fome  of  ti  e 
church  in  Corinth  were  detached  from  him  by 
perfons  of  more  addrcfs. 

C  z  His 
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*^  His  Icnpcrfeflions  of  this  kind,  and  the  han- 
dle the  falfe  apoftles  made  of  it,  were  grievous 
to  him,  as  thereby  he  was  checked  in  the  work 
he  was  fet  upon. 

Some  defeft  in  (peech  it  is  fuppofed  he  in- 
tends in  our  context,  (perhaps  a  nervous  diforder 
occafioned  by  his  vifions  and  revelations)  under 
the  metaphor  of  a  thorn  in  the  fiejlo,  as  the  ill 
ufe  made  of  it  by  his  cnemeis  he  ftiles  the  buf- 
feting of  the  niejjenger  of  fatan.*  What  a  deep 
affliction  his  circumftances  were,  is  evident  from 
his  own  account.  For  this  thing  I  befought  the 
Lord  thrice,  that  it  77iight  depart  from  me.'\ 

However  though  he  would  have  been  glad 
of  that  agreeable  manner  and  afpeCl, which  might 
have  afllftcd  him  in  his  work, by  giving  him  a  fa- 
vorable audience  with  mankind  ;  yet  it  is  not  to 
be  imagined  he  would  have  carried  the  talent  of 
fpeaking  fo  far  as  niofi:  in  that  age  and  place, who 
thereby  bribed  the  undcrftanding  and  judgment 
to  any  thing  ;  fincc  it  was  his  defire  that  the 
faith  of  his  hearers  floould  Jiand  not  In  the  "d>if- 
dom  of  man,  but  the  poiuer  of  God. 

Should  it  be  enquired  how  it  came  to  pafs 
that  St.  Paul  met  with  fuch  acceptance  at  firft  .' 
The  anfvvcr  is  eafy.  He  was  the  firft  publiflier 
of  chridianlry  among  them,and  gave  incontcflible 
evidence  that  his  miffion  &  doChine  were  derived 
from  heaven.  Others  came  afterwards  who  af- 
fumed  the  charafter  of  chriflian  minillcrs,  with 
an  alfurancc  of  equal  zeal  for  rhcir  faivation  to 
the  apoftlc,  and  with  a  deportment  and  elocuti- 
on vi-hich  he  had  not.  A  t  lNfi 
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A  FINE  prefcnce  and  delivery  have  charms 
which  rmy  jujily  plcafe.  But  then  they  fhould 
be  confidercd  only  as  decorations  of  truth  and 
fenfe.  If  they  are  fubftitutcd  in  the  room  of 
both,  if  only  an  imitation  of  imperfeft  models 
will  anfwcr  for  want  of  compofition,  and  gain 
the  hearts  of  hearers,  it  is  very  unhappy.  But  it 
is  an  unhappincfs  the  world  hath  been  fuccefTivcly 
acquainted  with.  Too  many  judge  of  m^n  as 
of  painting,  in  beholding  which,  the  drapery 
feizes  the  eye,  while  the  rcfemblance  of  nature, 
and  force  of  expreflion  are  unregarded. 

Let  me  mention  one  more  caufe  of  the  with- 
draw of  the  affeftions  of  a  people  from  their  mi- 
nifter,  namely,  his  fidelity  in  declaring  the  coun- 
fel  of  God. 

There  are  prejudices  againft  the  truth  which 
have  a  mighty  influence  upon  mankind.  Pride 
and  paflion,  fenfuaiity  and  a  worldly  intcrcn-, 
party  fpirit,  affcdtation  of  novelty,  an  undue  ve- 
neration of  antiquity,  education,  cuftom,  com- 
pany, converfe,  books,  names,  and  a  thoufand 
little  articles,  have  a  fliare  in  rendering  it  in  fome 
inftances  and  degrees  difficult  of  reception.  Hence 
there  arifes  a  difquictudc  in  the  propofal  of  it. 
Hence  have  proceeded  refervcdnefs,  breach  of 
friendfhip,inve(ftives,cjc(flionfroni  the  fynagoguc, 
bonds  and  imprifonmcnts,  blood  and  death. 

A  MINISTER  who  fincercly  regards  the  wel- 
fare of  his  people,  will  withoid  notbivg  luhlch  is 
prof  table  for  them.  What  is  fo  is  not  always 
palatable.  Next  to  a  difrclifli  of  his  doftrine,  is 
a  coldnefs  to  his  pcrfon  and  mini.flry.    It  is  im- 
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pojftbk  but  in  this  way  offences  Jhould  come  where 
fcntimcnts  arc  various,  and  they  fometimcs  run 
high. 

St.  Paul  infiftcd  to  the  Galatians  that  the 
binding  authority  of  the  mofaic  law  was  vacated 
by  Chrift.  They  bore  it  for  a  fcafon  and  were 
fond  of  their  teacher.  But  after  his  departure, 
certain  zealots  for  the  jewifh  fyftem  beftired  them- 
ielvcs  for  its  fupport  in  full  power,  and  by  the 
Ihew  of  a  tender  concern  for  fouls  perfwaded 
them  to  revert  to  the  yoke  of  bondage.  This 
could  not  be  without  confidering  the  apoftlc  as 
raifguiding  them.  Therefore  they  looked  upon 
him  with  an  evil  eye.  *  /  hear  jou  record  (fays 
he)  that  if  it  had  been  pnjftble  ye  "would  have 
f  lucked  out  your  own  eyes,  and  given  them  to  me. 
■f  ylm  I  therefore  become  your  enemy  becaufe  I  tell 
you  the  truth  ? 

Fourthly  we  may  contemplate  upon  ami- 
nijler  perfevering  in  his  ivork,  tender  the  peculiar 
temptation  to  defifl,  from  the  dififfedion  -which 
prevails  to  him  among  thofe  with  whom  he  is 
employed.  1  iviU  fpend  and  be  fpent,  though  the 
more  abundantly  I  love  you,  the  lefs  I  be  loved. 

W  E  have  above  rcprefentcd  his  affection  as 
deeply  founded — upon  views  which  will  not  al- 
low it  eafily  fo  be  fhaken,  much  lefs  deftroyed. 
True  it  is  that  where  the  heart  is  engaged  to  an 
objtft,  there  is  a  quick  fcnfibiiity  of  even  a  re- 
rnotc  fymptom  of  coldncfs  and  indifTcrencc  on 
the  other  fide.  But  then  it  mufl  be  remembered 
that  this  affcdion  being  rational,  and  ladicared, 
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will  not  pafs  fudden  fentcncc  upon  any  unkind- 
nefs,  as  owing  to  malignity  of  temper  only,  but 
be  ready  to  admit  of  palliatives — to  attribute  it 
to  the  infirmity  of  human  undcrftanding — mif- 
takes  through  impofed  mifreprcfcntations — to 
paflions  fermented  by  unwarrantable  methods, 
particular  cireumflanccs  of  time  and  place.  Tak- 
ing thefe  things  into  confideration,  you  fee  at 
once  that  refcntmcnt  is  foftened — the  cafe  is  not 
defperate — compafTion  rifcs. 

Moreover  the  fame  divine  fpirit  which  by 
the  imprefTion  of  truth  begets  a  ftrong  propend- 
ty  to  the  welfare  of  man,  perfwades  to  continued 
labours  by  the  mighty  incentives  of  the  glory  of 
God  and  the  heavenly  reward. 

I  MAY  add  that  the  fupremc  ruler  in  his  pro- 
vidence frequently  throws  in  fomewhat  of  a  ba- 
lance to  injuries  from  fomc,  by  the  fteady  efteera 
and  love  of  others,  more  valuable. 

"  But  is  a  miniftcr  always  to  fpend  and  be 
*'  fpcnt,  when  the  more  he  loves,  the  lefs  he  is 
loved  ?" 

To  reply  largely  to  this  query  would  exceed 
the  limits  adifrncd  me. 

While  a  greater  good  is  to  be  cxpccced  to 
the  intcrefts  of  fouls  by  continuance  in  ftation, 
than  a  withdraw,  no  doubt  it  is  duty  to  remain, 
otherwife  not.  This  is  to  be  determined  by  the 
apparent  condition  of  his  flock,  his  capacity  to 
lulhin  his  burden,  and  the  manner  in  which  his 
conduct  will  afiecl  his  brethren,  other  focieties, 
and  the  caufc  of  religion  in  general. 

Fifthly 
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Fifthly  we  may  take  notice  of  that  integ^ 

r'lty  and  true  greatnejs  of  temper  and  manners 
whrch  conftitutc  the  juft  character  of  a  chriftian 
miniftcr,  in  oppofition  to  thofe  fly  deceitful  arts 
tvhich  arc  fubfervicnt  to  a  worldly  intereft. 

The  apoftledifclaims  any  artifice  to  fecure  an 
earthly  emolument,  and  by  his  repeated  interro- 
gatories in  his  own  defence  it  is  evident  how  near 
it  went  to  his  heart  that  he  fliould  be  fufpeifted 
of  fo  much  bafcnefs. 

A  MINISTER  fowing  fpiritmly  hath  a  right 
to  the  carnal  things  of  thofe  with  whom  he  la- 
bours. But  this  right  the  apoftle  for  good  rea- 
fon  gave  up.  To  fcek  them  then  with  this  pro- 
fefTion  by  the  fecret  niiKhinations  of  others, would 
have  been  to  prefer  them  to  honcfty,  to  facrifice 
his  virtue  to  gain,  he  would  have  been  guilty  of 
grofs  diflimulation  and  craft,  if  openly  declaring 
his  fcrvice  to  be  gratuitous,  he  had  entered  into 
a  contrivance  at  fecond  hand,  covertly  to  help 
himfelf. 

However  had  this  been  true,  thofe  who 
raifcd  the  cry  againfl  him  did  it  with  a  very  ill 
grace,  as  they  themfelves  had  pillaged  the  fub- 
flance  of  their  hearers.  Thus  St.  Paul  fays,  ye 
fuffer  if  a  man  devour  you,  if  a  man  take  of  you.* 

All  thcmethods  whereby  they  pra^tifcd  upon 
mankind,  and  made  nicrch\ndife  of  them,  may 
not  be  laid  open  in  the  facred  record  ;  yet  there 
are  hirtt's  of  fome  in  St.  Paul's  writings  to  our 
purpofe,  and.worthy  of  notice. 

It 
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It  is  evident  eno'  from  the  calumny  throwii 
upon  St.  Paul,  that  he  was  burden/omc,  thdit  they 
profcflfed  great  fclf-dcnial.  This  begets  confi- 
dence and  opens  the  heart.  This  led  the  apoftic 
to  fubfift  upon  the  kindncfs  of  others  when  at 
Corinth.  *  l^hat  I  do  (fays  he,  of  this  nature.) 
that  I  will  do,that  I  may  cutoff  occqfton  from  than 
ivhich  defire  occafton,  that  -wherein  they  glory^ 
they  may  be  found  even  as  ii^e.  But  while  the 
apoftie  ftood  only  upon  a  level  with  thcfe  men 
among  the  Corinthians  they  could  not  engrofs 
them  entirely.  The  next  flop  then  was  to  de- 
preciate his  characflcr  as  an  honcft  man.  To  thi5 
they  joined  in  appearance  of  fmftity  arid  zeal, 
being  transformed  as  theminijlersof  rights oufnefs. 

A  CUNNING  minifter  carrying  on  a  worldly 
defign  under  the  guife  of  religion,  infults  him 
whom  he  calls  his  mailer,  and  whofe  kingdotn  is 
not  of  this  W9rld,in  a  manner  and  mcafure  fiiock- 
ing  and  dreadful,  impofcs  upon  the  world  in  art 
affair  the  moft  momentous  and  intcrcfting,  and 
is  guilty  of  the  grcatcfi;  cruelty.  No  men  did 
our  Saviour  reprove  with  fuch  poignant  language 
as  thofe  of  the  Jewifh  clergy  who  devoured  v.n~ 
dows  houfes,  and  for  a  pretehce  made  long  prayers. 
Such  a  character  once  known'  proves  fatal  to  him 
who  wears  it  with  the  fenfible  and  good  ;  rf  the 
bad  do  not  much  refent  it,  they  wilt  be  led  to 
think  religion  a  cheat,  or  to  vicilatc  the  everlafl' 
ing  rules  of  righteoufncfs.  This  char3(5ter  is  a. 
fource  of  uncafy  recriminations  of  confcicnce,and 
perfiftcd  in  habitually  ends  in  ruin. 

D  On 
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On  the  contrary,  the  miniftrr  who  in  an  €\-ctI 
ftatc  of  things,  without  an  affcftation  of  an  over- 
trained abnra(5\cdncrs  from  the  world,  receives 
the  things  of  this  Hfe  agreeable  to  his  ftation,and 
herewith  purfuts  his  proper  bufinefs  with  an  o- 
pen  fair  mind,  detcfHng  the  little  tricks,  fraudu- 
lent contrivances  which  n-vay  forward  fcculc* 
views,  and  makes  his  work  take  the  precedency 
of  every  ih'mn  elfc,  how  dots  he  honour  h'» 
Lord  and  exhibit  his  rciigion  in  an  agreeable 
luftrc  ?  What  lalfing  cllcem  wHl  he  have  from 
wife  and  good  men,  and  what  reverence  from 
fomc  that  are  bad  ?  What  fonndation  rs  laid  for 
uftfulncfr,  by  the  confidence  which  fuch  a  cha;- 
rzSicr  draws  He  hath  ground  of  joy,  and  cin 
make  a  boW  appeal.  *  This  ts  oitr  njoicirg  the 
tcjlhmny  of  our  ccnifcience,  that  in  Ji/nplicitj,  and 
godly  fiiicerity,  not  ivith  Jiejljly  iV}filoTH,\he  maxims 
of  hirman  policy,  but  hy  the  grace  of  GoJ,  i^e 
have  had  our  eonverj'ation  in  the  n'orld,  and  ',norc 
(-.bund ant Ij  to  ycu  "uuirdj,  is  St.  Paul  s  language  to 
the  Corinthians  ;  and  to  the  ThcfTalonians — - 
f  neither  at  any  time  ufid  ive  fi  ittei-ing  words  ct 
ye  hio~M  ;  ii^jr  a  cloak  of  covetoujncj's  ;  God  it 
-ivitnefs  ? 

The  kd  thing  which  I  might  naturally  cno* 
treat  upon  is  the  uni for niity  \<h'Kh  fliould  be  main- 
tained in  the  conduct  of  miniitcrs.    IValhd  n's 
not  in  the  Jaiiie  Jpirit,  walked  vjc  not  in  the  faint 
feps. 

There  is  a  great  variety  in  fmallcr  circum- 
ftanccs  among  different  people,  which  will  nc- 
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ccfl^irily  occanonfomc  little  diverfity  in  t!ic  courfc' 
of  niiniftcr's  behavior.  But  in  the  general  im- 
portant parts  of  duty  they  fh6uld  endeavour  that 
it  be  alike — that  they  walk  by  the  fame  rule, that 
liiey  mind  the  fame  things — that  a  manly  chri- 
ftian,  upright, generous  temper  run  through  their 
converfition  and  behaviour,  and  it  may  appear 
that  they  are  aftuatcd  by  the  fame  vital  princi- 
ples of  our  religion,  as  the  body  by  the  animat- 
ing foul  which  inhabits  it.  In  how  noble  a 
fight  wouid  they  appear  thus  united  in  the  main 
prui^lic  branches  of  their  high  and  holy  calling  ? 
How  would  this  contribute  to  exhibit  their  order 
in  its  true  dignity  ?  What  weight  would  hereby 
attend  their  mcafurcs  for  the  advancement  of  the 
Jtingdom  of  their  common  Lord  r 

But  it  is  time  that  I  draw  towards  a  clofe. 

The  paftors  of  the  churches  prcfcnt  in  this 
houfe  arc  put  in  r^f/iembramx'  by  this  difcourfc  ot 
what  it  is  to  be  prciumcd  they  are  already  ac- 
cjuainted  w  ith.  This  indeed  Is  a  great  cnil  which 
\vc  fhould  propofc  by  attending  (uch  a  foicmnity 
as  this  before  us.  that  wc  miji,ht  be  led  anew  into 
fuch  a  train  ot  rejections  relative  to  our  functi- 
on as  may  be  highly  Icrviccablc  to  us  now,  and 
hereafter. 

Cax  wc  while  revolving  the  things  whicli  Iiave 
been  fuggellcd,  and  comparing  our  puft  niinille- 
fial  courlc  herewith, but  Hnd  a  painful  conicioul-. 
ncfs  of  defeats  :  How  juilly  in  a  penitent  !ium- 
blc  fcnle  of  them  arc  we  led  to  dcpendancc  upon 
the  fjgrificc  once  ofTcrcd  for  ihc  prielthood  as 
D  Z  \^dl 


(    ^8  ) 


■vrcll  as  the  people  ?  What  rcfolutions  fljoulJ  a- 
rifc  in  our  fouls,  in  the  ftrength  of  the  Lord  to 
aim  that  our  love  may  prevail  exceedingly  to  our 
people,  and  our  fervices  for  them  be  more 
abundant  I  St.Paul  hath  been  exhibited  as  an  illuf- 
trious  pattern  well  worthy  of  our  imitation.  His 
maftcr  and  ours  (lands  before  us  ie  a  diviner  light. 

A  GENEROUS  concern  for  man — to  raife  him 
from  the  depths  of  abafcment  and  woe  to  the 
heights  of  honor  and  blcnTcdnefe,  drew  the  foa 
of  God  from  the  bofom  of  the  father — inclined 
the  incarnate  Jcfus  to  fp:yid  and  he  /pent  for  him. 
How  did  he  weep  over  loft  fouls  ?  How  was  he 
grieved  for  the  hardncfs  of  mens  hearts  ?  Howr 
aid  he  rejoice  in  fpirit  beholding  the  fields  white 
to  the  harvefi:  ?  What  did  he  for  the  welfare  of 
man,  what  did  he  not  ?  How  great  was  his  con- 
defcenfion,  how  multiplied  his  labours  of  charity? 
Ealily  might  he  have  exalted  himfclf  and  cfta- 
blilhed  a  monarchy  by  falling  in  with  the  nation- 
al opinion  of  the  temporal  jurifdi<flion  and  glory 
of  the  MelTias.  But  he  was  above  this ;  and 
withdrew  upon  a  motion  to  make  him  a  king. 
Did  hisaffec^iion  to  the  loft  fhcep  on  whofc  ac- 
count he  was  fcnt,  abate  bccaufc  of  fevcrc  un- 
grateful things  he  met  wjth  ?  Did  he  flinch  in 
the  purfuit  of  his  kind  errand  Not  at  all.  He 
was  ftraitcned  'till  it  was  accompliflied.  He 
■ncnt  to  Golgotha  without  refiftance — endured 
the  crofs  and  dcfpifed  the  •fliamp.  And  now 
that  he  is  crowned  with  glory  incflablc  he  pro- 
lecutcs  the  purpofc  of  divine  grace  by  the  unre- 
initiing  e.xccution  of  his  important  offices.  Have 
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we  not  received  commiflion  from  him  r  Arc  wc 
not  his  ambaflfadors  ?  Should  not  the  fame  mind 
then  be  in  us  that  was  in  him?  Should  we  not 
above  all  men  walk  in  the  fame  ftcps  fo  far  as  is 
fit  and  practicable  ? 

How  wonderfully  hath  the  love  of  God 
fhoae  forth  towards  a  guilty  corrupt  world,  in 
giving  his  only  begotten  and  dearly  beloved  Son, 
that  whofoever  bclieveth  in  him  might  not  perifh,- 
but  have  everlafting  life,  and  fending  his  fpirit 
to  cure  our  moral  diforders,  and  form  us  to  a 
capacity  of  happinefs  above. 

How  glori6us  is  the  Gofpel  which  is  comit- 
ted  to  our  trufl:  ?  What  aa  admirable  means  of 
bringing  men  home  to  God  ?  Upon  this  he  early 
ftamped  his  approbation,  and  to  the  importance 
of  it  bore  teftimony,  by  the  apparatus  of  figns 
and  wonders  and  divers  miracles. 

In  a  lively  perfwafion  of  thcfe  things  our 
bofoms  fliould  glow  witd  a  facrcd  flame,  and 
we  fhould  fpring  forward  to  the  work  afligned 
us.  We  fhould  look  indignant  upon  every 
temptation  from  the  objects  of  time  and  fenfc 
to  divert  from  the  intention  of  our  office,  think 
with  horror  of  every  method  of  intrigue,  every 
improvement  of  religion  to  fcrve  finifter  perfo- 
nal  unvVorthy  ends,  and  never  dare  to  pervert  it 
as  an  engine  of  difhonefly  to  decoy  mankind 
into  an  injurious  opinion  of  our  fellow  labour- 
ers in  the  vineyard  of  our  Lord,  that  we  reign- 
ing un.ivallcd  in  their  hcai^s  may  make  acctflions 
to  our  property.  Having  received  this  minijlrj 
vye  iliould  not  be  "vje.vj  in  our  minds — as  ivork- 
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ers  together  luithGod  wc  fhould  hold  on  ourivay 
rejoicing,  and  our  union  in  the  cfTcniial  branches 
of  the  minifttrial  charaftcr  fhould  appear  to  all 
men. 

But  upon  you  (Dear  Sir)  hath  my  attention 
been  peculiarly  fixed  in  compofing  this  difcourfe, 
and  you  have  a  claim  to  a  particular  addrefs 
founded  upon  it.    With  deep  concern  have  I 
followed  you  ftep  by  ftep,  from  the  earlicn:  pro- 
bable profpcft  of  your  fcttlement  here  unto  this 
day.    1  his  day  which  introduces  you  to  the 
ftated  care  of  this  fociety, while  it  fills  your  heart 
XN'ith  anxiety,  affefts  mine  with  a  tcndcrnefs  to- 
wards you  which  is  inexprcfliblc.    You  will  not 
look  upon  it  as  an  inexplicable  riddle  that  with 
this  profefTion  I  have  reprcfcnted  the  gofpel  mi- 
riftry  in  it's  cxtenfive  labours  and  arduous  cxer- 
cifcs.    It  is  not  done  to  add  diftrcfs  to  the  dif- 
treflcdjbut  with  a  kind  dcfign.    It  is  lilting  that 
you  fiiould  take  a  review  of  the  duties  and  trials 
belonging  to  your  ftation  jull  before  the  dedi- 
cation oi  yourfclf-  to  the  Lord  and  his  people, 
that  you  may  in  the  awful  moments  approach- 
ing reft  upon  him  who  is  able  to  do  for  you 
ibovc  all  that  you  can  ajk  or  think,  and  by  his  , 
communicated  fpirit  to  carry  you  through  the 
allotcd  courfe  far  beyond  the  fears  which  miy 
properly  opprcfs  the  mind  of  any  one,  who  ru- 
minates only  upon  his  own  abilities.    Your  Lord 
commands  you  to  go  forth  into  his  harvelt.  Do 
you  obey  from  the  heart?  .He  fays  h  !    J  am 
li'ith  you  al'ways  to  n-rcngthen  you  in  your  work. 
Jle  c^lls  you  to  be  a  foidjcr — to  oppofe  hi*  cno^ 
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mles  and  the  enemies  of  his  people,  to  confli»5l 
with  peculiar  difficulties  and  temptations,  and  he 
ftands  as  a  divine  auxiliary  to  fufkinyou  in  your 
warfare.  He  is  not  Rraitcned  towards  you  if 
you  are  not  ftraitcned  within  yourfclf ;  if  you 
are  not  backward  in  fecking  the  fupplics  you 
need.  Thou  therefore  my  Jon  (fufTer  me  to  call 
you  fo)  be  Jirong  in  the  grace  which  is  in  Chrijl 
Jefus.  May  his  Jlrength  be  made  pcrfeSl  in  your 
iveaknefs,  and  in  the  midfl:  of  infirmities  may  you 
glory  in  the  power  of  Chrijl  rejling  upon  you. 
Lift  up  your  eyes  to  the  cvcrlafting  hills  where 
you  mafler  fits  enthroned  an  exaft  obfcrvcr  of 
his  fcrvants  in  the  gofpel  miniftry.  The  dawn-* 
ing  purpofes  of  your  foul  for  the  good  of  this 
people  fhall  have  his  approbation,  and  he  will 
Imilc  upon  them  ripened  into  afls  with  infinite 
benignity — with  infinite  benignity  own  your 
conltancy.  I  knovj  thy  fervice — how  thou  hafi 
laboured  and  haft  not  jainted.  The  more  you 
love  this  people,  the  more  you  fpend  and  arc 
fpent  for  them,  the  more  you  arc  prepared  for 
the  Inheritance  of  the  faints  in  light.  For  it  is 
the  proper  operation  of  gracious  principles  td 
confirm  gracious  habits,  and  promote  a  growth 
\\\  virtue.  The  v.ork  you  are  engaging  in  is 
great  and  noble,  having  an  afpcftnipon  the  good 
of  fouls  through  an  endlcfs  duration.  This 
properly  thoucht  upon  naturally  produces  an 
elevation  of  fpirit  ;  a  reflection  upon  the  due 
difchargc  of  it  begets  fublime  delight,  this  is 
augmented  by  any  good  cfrects  of  ic  upon  a 
Dcoplc.    But  Oh  how  fuperior  will  be  your  joy 
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if  In  the  day  of  Chrlft  yow  may  be  able  to  fay, 
here  am  I  Lord  mid  the  children  -whom  thou  haji 
gracioujly  given  me.  Thefe  will  be  as  fo  many 
orient  gems  in  your  crown  of  glory.  Bat  if 
Ifrael  JJjould  not  be  gathered,  God  will  not  be 
unrighteous  to  forget  your  labour  of  love.  Your 
"work  is  -with  the  Lord,  and  your  reivard  'with 
your  God.  Thefe  things  are  enough  to  relieve 
your  heart  and  excite  you  to  diligence.  Digeft 
them,  and  under  their  influence  gird  up  the  loins 
of  your  mind  and  run  with  vigour  the  race  fet  be- 
fore you.  Speak  and  aft  for  the  good  of  your 
people  with  fortitude  and  firmncfs.  Scorn  any 
thing  that  looks  like  hypocrify.  Having  received 
this  minijiry  may  you  not  faint.  Renounce  the 
hidden  things  of  difhonefty,  not  -walking  in  craft i- 
nefs,  nor  handling  the  word  of  God  deceitfully,  but 
by  manifeflation  of  the  truth  commend  yourjelf  to 
every  man  s  confcience  in  the  fight  of  God.  Lay 
yourfelf  out  for  the  welfare  of  your  charge.  Be 
faithful  to  death,  and  the  Lord  will  give  you  a 
croivn  of  life. 

Numbers  are  convened  in  this  h ou fc  frofti 
different  parts  of  the  adjacent  country,  and  who 
belong  to  ftvcral  religious  affemblies.  Some  ap- 
plication to  you  may  be  proper,  and  is  perhaps 
expcfted.  Hoi|<?hcn  while  I  deliver  my  mind 
■with  all  pofFible  plain efs  of  fpcech,  as  one  that 
fnuft  fhortly  give  an  account.  My  rcqueft  to  you 
is  that  you  would  compare  the  charafter  of  your 
minifters  by  what  hath  been  delivered,  and  let 
them  be  "weighed  tn  an  even  balance.  General 
aeculations  have  frequently  been  levelled  at  theta 
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as  unconcerned  about  thcfoulsof  their  people, 
as  criminally  rcmifs  in  duty,  and  thofc  of  a  cer- 
tain warmth  and  vivacity  have  been  preferred  to 
them  as  the  true  minifters  of  Chrifl.  This 
matter  as  yet  hath  notbeen  thoroughly  canvafTcd. 
But  ought  not  you  to  endeavour  to  go  to  the 
bottom  of  it ;  and  not  rcfT:  in  invc(5tivcs  thrown 
Out  upon  them  in  the  grofs,and  without  any  pre- 
tence foberly  to  fupport  them  ?  This  is  not  ac- 
counted equitable  in  other  cafes,  why  fhould  it 
be  in  this  ?  Examine  then  the  charaftcr  of  your 
miniflcrs  with  care  and  impartiality — what  evi- 
dences they  give  of  love  to  their  people  by 
fpending  and  being  fpent  for  them.  Infift  not 
upon  their  repeating  how  much  they  love  you, 
and  tbccortftraining  power  the  graceofGod  hath 
upon  them  to  fcrvc  you.  This  is  a  kind  of 
vaunting  in  ordinary  cafeS,  which  is  oppofitc  to 
common  decency.  But  look  upon  the  proper 
fruits  of  love,  and  enquire  whether  they  are  to 
be  found  in  them.  Do  they  appear  to  be  dili- 
gent in  their  fludies  fo  far  as  circumflancos  will 
admit  ?  Arc  their  difcouyfcs  formed  to  enlighten 
your  minds,  and  carry  you  along  into  a  growing 
acquaintance  with  chridianity  \  Is  it  plain  that 
they  have  a  regard  to  your  particular  ftatc  by  an 
adaptedncfs  in  thefe  to  times  and  fcafons,  and  an 
improvement  of  your  condition  to  your  benefit  ? 
Do  they  fpeak  to  you  of  the  things  of  God  snd 
your  fouls  with  fcrioufncfs  and  in  carncRi'  How 
have  they  condufted  in  your  exigencies,  in  fcafons 
of  diftrcfs,  fpiritual  or  worldly,  perfonal  or  do- 
jncflic  ?  Have  they  not  been  free  to  afford  you 
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the  help  you  wanted,  and  of  which  they  have 
been  capable  — lo  dircft,  comfort,  to  pray  with 
or  for  you  ?  Kavc  they  not  been  affiduous  m 
their  attendance,  and  eypofed  thcmfclvcs  to  in- 
convenience and  hardlliips  without  complaint  ? 
If  thus  it  hath  been,  is  it  not  hard  that  upon  the 
fudden  irruption  of  any  one  prafefling  zeal,  and 
exprefling  himfcif  with  uncommon  fervency  ail 
thefe  things  things  fhould  be  forgotten  ? — That 
only  a  prefumptivc  evidence  in  his  favour  fhould 
out-balance  niuch  more  fubftantial  from  intimate 
acquaintance,  and  manner  of  life  known  for 
years  ?  Shall  even  the  illiterate  that  have  been  at 
no  expence  of  tinic  and  fubftance  to  capacitate 
thcmfclves  for  public  ufefulncfs  be  revered  and 
carcfTcd,  as  having  a  fupericr  love  to  fouls,  who 
ifTuing  out  of  obfcurity  forfakc  their  manual 
labours,  betake  themfclves  to  ihe  office  of  teach- 
ing, and  thereby  live  at  eafe,- — at  eafc,  I  fay,fincc 
they  commonly  flop  at  the  threfliold  of  chriftiani- 
ty  and  fpcak  the  fame  things  i"  Are  flated  paftors 
to  be  reputed  as  performing  their  work  for  fllby 
lucre  s  fake,  and  others  from  more  generous  mo- 
tives ?  Whence  this  unequal  dcrcrmination ? 
Docs  it  arlfe  from  loud  declarations  of  a  morti- 
fied fpirit  to  earthly  things?  As  the  world  goes, 
is  not  this  fhrcvvd  ground  of  fufpicion  of 
fome  avaricious  defign  .''  Arc  hints  dropped  to  the 
prejudice  of  thofeof  whom  they  have  %Try  little 
knowledge  ?  Tliis  corroborates  the  evidence  that 
fome  advantage  is  in  view.  Is  it  faid  they  take 
more  pains  with  fouls  ?  Can  the  dilivery  of  dij'- 
courjes  formed  to  hand  at  various  places  be  cqudl 
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to  the  weekly  preparation  of  ihem  added  to 
their  delivery,  and  other  incumbent  duties  oF 
the  pafloral  office  I  I   bt feech  you  to  judge 
righteous  judgment.    If  there  are  minirtcrs  who 
clearly  betray  an  indifference  to  the  fouls  cn- 
ti'ufted  with  them,  let  them  be  abandoned.  But 
if  they  give  fuch  proof  to  the  contrary  as  will 
be  accepted  in  other  cafes,  let  it  have  its  weight. 
Ufe  that  fagacity  and  good  fcnfe  impartially  in 
refpeft  to  us  that  you  do  in  common  life,  and 
we  will  be  content.    God  experts  this,  and  thofe 
who  refufe  this  will  be  deemed  culpable  and 
worthy  of  condemnation.    Miftakcn  determi- 
nations upon  this  head  from  want  of  thought, 
from  neglect  of  rcafoning,  from  prejudice  un- 
grounded, will  be  extremely  injurious   to  tlic 
guilty — hereby  they  become  rcfponfiblc  in  pirt 
for  the  diforders  of  Churches,  may  be  iulhu- 
mental  of  their  ruin,  and  thcraifcrics  of  fuccecd- 
ing  generations.    Thanks  be  to  God  there  arc 
fomc,  and  fo  many  of  you  who  are  not  turned 
from  your  ftedfalhiefs  to  truth  and  order,  and 
with  whom  we  find  acceptance.    While  your 
hearts  ake  to  fee  whether  alTairs  are  tending,  al^J 
to  hear  the  fcvere  ccniures  padcd  upon  us,  let 
your  prayer  be  unto  God  to  pour  out  a  fpiiit  of 
wifdom  thro'  the  land  upon  t\\c people,  that  they 
may  know  the  things  of  their  peace, before  they 
are  hidden  horn  their  cy?  s,  and  for  us,  that  in  the 
midR  of  heavy  trials  we  may  in  all  things  cncUn  c 
patiently,  and  approve  ouvfehes  uAniJhrsaf  OoJ. 

VVh  I  [.  E  I  thus  fpeak  of  prevailing  dilcontcnrs 
which  threaten  the  dilfolution  of  our  teckfiiiH- 
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cal  ftatG,  it  is  with  a  very  fcnfiblc  ratisfa(5lion  I 
refleft  upon  that  ftcady  afFeftion  whereby  (you 
my  brethren  of  this  church  and  congregation) 
have  diftinguiflaed  yourfelves  to  your  late  luorthy. 
pa/lor  '^  while  living,  and  the  rcfpecH:  paid  his  me- 
mory after  his  removal.    This  no  doubt  hath 
had  weight  with  the  fervant  of  Chrift  who  ofTcrs 
himfclf  to  the  work  of  iheLord  here,  as  it  fecms  to 
prefagc  future  tranquility  and  harmony  to  this 
fociety.    May  the  moft  fanguine  hopes  of  your 
friends  be  accompliftied,and  the  weekly  worfliip- 
pers  within  thefe  walls  continue  compact  to- 
gether and  united  in  him.    Let  the  words  of 
the  Apoftlc  be  ever  in  your  thoughts  and  have  a 
governing  influence. f    JVe  bejccch  jou  brethren 
to  knoiu  them  which  labour  among  jou  and  are 
overjcu  in  the  Lord,  and  admomijij  yon,  and  ta 
ejleem  them  very  highly  in  love  for  their  loork's 
fake,  and  be  at  peace  amotig  jour Je Ives.    But  in 
this  vertiginous  age  however  pleafing  the  prof- 
pert  is  now,  fome  individuals  may  warp  off  from 
their  minilter  and  create  him   trouble.  Should 
it  be  fo,  you  will  not,  I  trufl,  fuffcr  him  to  bear 
the  burden  alone,  and  without  any  attempt  tQ 
lighten  it.    The  refreflimcnt  and  fupport  1  my- 
fclf  have  received  trom  the  warm  and  inviolate 
affcftion  of  a  valuable  part  of  my  flock,  andtheii: 
offices  of  kindncfs  in  a  day  of  fore  temptation, 
are  too  freflioq  my  mind,  not  to  recommend  it 
to  you  with  earncftnefs  to  fympathize  with  your 
pa(lor  in  any  hard  treatment  he  may  mcci 
with  ;  to  tt  lHfyyour  regards  for  him,  and  main- 
tain) 
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tain  his  charaftcr.    He  is  to  fpend  and  be  fptiit 
for  y oil  from  a  principle      love  to  your  fouls,  to 
ftrive  in  every  fuitable  method  to  promote  religi- 
on among  you.    But  will  you  not  be  concerned 
for  yourfelves  and  for  thofc  with  whom  you  are 
coniieflcd  ?  Will  you  not  diligently  improve  the 
means  of  religion,  carefully,  ferioufly,  candidly 
receive  his  inftruflions,  hear  his  counfclf,  and  at- 
tend upon  his  adtniniftrations,  thit  your  fouls 
may  live  ?  You  well  know  that  the  care  of  your' 
religious  interefts  is  not  fo  devolved  upon  him 
as  that  you  may  throw  off  every  thought  for  your- 
felves :  Bcfidcs  an  application  to  religion  in pcrjon^ 
never  can  you  expeft  tint  flourilhing  flate  of 
chriftianity  under  his  miniftry  which  is  carneflly 
to  be  dcfircd,  unlcfs  you  look  well  to  your 
houfljolJs,  and  take  pains  that  they  may  knov/ 
and  ferve  the  Lord.    O  concur  with  him  in  your 
befl  endeavours,  that  pure  and  undcfilcd  religion 
may  increafein  the  niidll  of  you — that  you  may 
be  a  pcculi.ir  people  zealous  cf  good  ivorks — the 
blejjhd  people  ivhofe  God  is  the  Lord.    May  a 
gracious  God  pour  out  his  fpirit  upon  piffor 
sknd  people,  to  lead  you  in  the  way  of  life,  to  e- 
nabicyou  to  perform  thechriflian  duties,  incum- 
benrin  common,  and  thofc  in  Ipccial  which  be- 
long to  your  refpedivc  llations  and  relations,  to 
comfort  you  as  pafling  through  ihh  wildcrncfs, 
and  finally  may  you  meet  in  the  kingdom  of  glory, 
and  join  the  angels  of  light,  the  nations  of  the 
redeemed  and  fane^Kiod,  in   their  tranfporting 
worlh'p,  and  participate  of  their  bjifsfuJ  enjoyr 
aacnts  through  eternity. 

'-I? '<^» 
f  ?? 
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CHARGE 

GIVEN 

By  the  Rev.  Mr.  Wing  ate, 

of  Amcihurj. 

r\  the  name  and  by  the  authority  of  Jefus 
Chrift,  the  Son  of  God,  the  glorious  head 
and  king  of  his  church  and  our  great  Lord  and 
Maftcr  :  We  his  miniftcrs,  who  now  lay  our 
hands  upon  your  head,  do  conftitute  and  ordaia 
you  a  miniftcr  of  the  gofpel  of  Chrift — to  ferve 
in  the  fame  order  with  ourfelvcs — to  work  the 
■work  of  the  Lord  as  we  alfo  do.  and  therein  to 
be  a  fellow-helper  unto  the  kingdom  of  God. 

An  d  inafmuch  as  it  hath  pleafcd  God,  at  whofc 
difpofal  we  ever  arc,  and  who  carves  out  to  every 
man  his  work  in  his  ruling  providrnce,  fo  to 
order,  that  you  (hould  be  called  to  officiate  this 
holy  miniftry  in  this  his  church  and  among  this 
his  people,  with  whom  we  are  now  affcmbled  ; 
we  do  in  a  particular  manner  commit  unto  you 
the  care  and  overfight  of  them,  and  ordain  you 
a  paftor  of  Jefus  Chrift  unto  them.  And  take 
you  power  from  him  to  do  the  work  of  a  Mi' 
nifrcr  of  his  gofpel — to  preach  the  word  as  one 
fcnt  by  him — to  pray  with  and  for  the  people, 
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and  to  hleCs  them  In  his  name — to  adminlftcf 
thefe  his  holy  inftitutions,  baptlfm  and  the  Lord's 
rupper,as  he  hath  appointed — to  bind  and  to  ioofe 
in  the  houfc  of  God,  according  to  the  laws  of 
his  kingdom — and  as  occafion  doth  require  and 
you  arc  lawfully  called  thereunto,  to  ordain 
others  dufy  qualified  for  the  great  and  important 
work  of  the  miniftry. 

This  holy  office  you  are  to  take  upon  your- 
fclf,  notby  conftraintbut  willingly  and  of  a  ready 
mind.  Not  for  ends  of  filthy  lucre,  neither  to 
lord  It  over  God's  heritage  :  But  to  promote  the 
great  and  cverlafting  good  of  fouls,  and  thereby 
the  intereft  of  our  Redeemer's  kingdom  and  the 
glory  of  God  our  Father. 

And  at  this  time,  we  do  in  the  moft:  folemil 
manner  give  in  chargeunto  you,  even  before  God 
who  fees  and  quickens  all  things:  before  our 
Lord  Jefus,  the  faithful  and  true  witnefs,  and 
who  will  judge  the  quick  and  the  dead  at  his  ap- 
pearing and  kingdom  :  and  in  prcfence  of  this 
whole  aflembly,  that  you  rcligioufly  take  heed 
unto  the  minillry  which  you  receive  in  the  Lord 
to  fulfil  it.  Take  heed  unto  youffelf  and  to  all 
the  flock,  over  which  the  Holy  Ghofl:  doth 
make  you  an  overfeer,  to  feed  the  church  of 
God,  which  he  hath  purchafcd  with  his  own 
blood.  Feed  the  flock  of  God  which  is  with 
you  ;  feed  the  flieep  and  feed  the  lambs,  feed 
them  not  with  fables,  not  with  unlearned  or  un- 
taught, unrevealcd  queftions,  the  doflrines  and 
commandments  of  men  ;  but  feed  them  with 
the  fincere  milk  of  God's  word,  tliat  they  may 

grow 
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gfOTT  thctciiy  in  grace  and  In  the  knowledge  of 
our  Lord  and  Saviour.  Preach  the  word,  whicH 
you  know  to  be  able  to  make  wife  unto  falvati- 
on  thro'  faith  that  is  in  Chrift  Jtfus  :  And  which 
being  giren  by  infpiration  of  God,  is  profitable 
for  dodrinc,  for  reproof,  for  correction,  for  in- 
ftrufiion  in  rightcoufncfs,  that  the  man  of  God 
may  be  perfect,  thoroughly  furniflied  unto  alt 
good  works. 

Study  to  fliew  yourfclf  approrcd  of  God,  a 
"workman  who  ncedcth  not  to  be  afhamcd,  right- 
ly dividing  the  word  of  truth,  and  giving  to  every 
one  their  portion.  Be  inllant  in  ftafon  and  out 
of  fcafon,  reprove,  rebuke,  exhort  witli  all  long 
fuffering  and  dodrinc.  Inflrucl  the  ignorant, 
comfort  the  feeble  minded.  Labor  earncftly  the 
converfion  of  finners  and  the  edification ,  of 
faints.  Tcftify  unto  all,  repentance  towards 
God,  and  faith  towards  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift, 
and  affirm  conflaiitly  that  they  which  have  be- 
lieved in  God  be  careful  lo  maintain  goc^l 
■works.  And  Ihcw  thjfelf  2  pattern  of  good 
works,  be  an  example  of  believers,  in  word,  ia 
convcrfation,  in  charity,  in  fpirit,  in  faith,  in  pu- 
jity. 

Give  ycurfclf  to  reading  and  meditation,  that 
your  profiting  may  appear  to  all.  Give  yourfclf 
to  prayer,  knowing  that  it  is  God,  vlio  givcth 
the  inereafe.  Warch  in  all  things,  be  fobcr  and 
vigilant,  bccaufe  your  ad vcrfary'the  Devil,  as  a 
roaring  Lion,  walketh  about  fceking  whom  he 
may  devour,  whom  refifl:  ffedfafl  in  the  faith. 
Beware  of  evil  workers,  give  warning  from  God 

whether 
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ifvlicther  they  will  hear  or  forbear.  Be  notdlP- 
miyed  in  your  work,  by  any  oppofition  from 
wicked  and  unrcafonable  men.  Aj  you  arc  al- 
lowed of  God  to  be  put  in  truft  with  the  gof- 
pel,  even  fo  fpcak  and  aft,  not  as  plcafing  men, 
but  God,  which  tricth  the  hearts,  and  to  whom 
an  account  is  to  be  given.  Be  you  therefore 
ftrong  in  the  grace  that  is  in  Chrill  and  endure 
hardnefs  as  a  good  foldier  of  Chrift.  Endure 
affliftion,  and  with  patience  go  on  the  race  that 
is  fct  before  you,  looking  unto  Jefus  the  author 
and  finiflierof  our  faith,  who  for  the  joy  that 
was  fet  before  him,  endured  the  crofs,  dcfpifing 
the  fhame,  and  is  fct  down  at  the  right  hand  of 
the  throne  of  God  :  confider  him  left  you  be 
wearied  and  faint  in  your  mind. 

In  qU  your  adminiftrations  in  the  houfc  of 
God,  fhew  incorruptnefs,  gravity,  fincerity.  Let 
all  things  be  done  decently  and  in  order.  See 
the  pattern  of  things  which  God  hath  given. 
Ever  have  refpcft  to  the  perfcft  rule  of  his  word. 
Lay  hands  tiddenly  on  no  man,  neither  be 
partaker  of  other  men's  fins ;  but  that  which 
you  have  received,  commit  to  holy,  faithful  and 
learned  men,  who  fhall  be  able  to  teach  others 
alfo.  Keep  yourfelf  pure,  and  the  Lord  give  you 
underftanding  in  all  things. 

Dear  Brother,  keep  that  which  is  com- 
mitted to  your  truft,  according  to  the  glorious 
gofpel  of  the  bleffcd  God,  without  fpot,  unre- 
l5ukablc  until  the  appearing  of  our  Lord  Jefus 
Chrift,  who  is  the  blelTed  and  only  Potentate, 
King  of  Kings,  and  Lord  of  Lords. 

F  In 
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In  Co  doing  you  •will  approve  yoarfclf  a  wife 
and  faithful  Reward  in  the  houfe  of  our  God  ; 
A  good  and  careful  flicphcrd  of  the  flock. 
And  when  the  great  flicpherd  of  the  fhccp  fhall 
appear,  then  fl^alt  thou  receive  a  crown  of  glory 
that  fliall  not  fade  away.  Which  God  of  his 
infinite  Grace  grant  unto  you,  through  cur 
Lord  Jcfvis  Chrifi;  :  la  whofc  name  we  all<> 
moft  folemnly  bkfs  you.  Unto  him  with  the 
Father  and  the  Holy  Spirit,  be  glory  and  honor 
and  priifc,  now  and  evermore. 


A  M  L  N. 


•  ft 
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THE 

RightHand  of  Fellowship 

GIVEN 

By  the  Rev.  Mr.  Phentice 

of  Charleflo~vn. 

GIVING  the  hand  is  a  cuftom  of  ancient 
date,  and  general  obfervance,  in  civil  life  ; 
In  which  ufc  of  it,  hath  it,  I  think,  been  undcr- 
ftood,  as  cxprefuvc  of  one,  or  more,  or  all  the 
following  things. 

Of  affciftion  and  fricndfhip  in  the  perfons  be- 
tween whom  it  hath  paffcd  ;  a  pleaftng  fatisfac- 
tion  in  their  interviews ;  mutual  benevolence  and 
good  wiflics  when  coming  together,  or  parting 
from  each  other- 

Of  congratulations  on  fignal  favours  received; 
or  advancement  unto  ftaiions  of  elevation  and 
importance  ;  efpecially,  when  meeting  in  the 
fame  fociety,  or  office. 

Or,  laftly,  Harh  it  been  wont  to  be  perform- 
ed in  a(furance  of  fidelity  in  fr  'iendjloip  or  trulls;, 
of  the  certain  performance  of  promifes,  and  en- 
gagements made,  by  both,  or  on  cither  fide. 

So,  mofl:  aptly,  hath  it  long  finec  been  adopt-. 
cd  Into  a  religious  ufe,  in  iis  being  done  to  mhii- 
ftcrs  in  token  of  full  approbation  of  their  intro- 

F  2  duclicil 
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ducllon  Into  the  facrcd  funftion,  cordial  fcllow- 
ihip  with  them  therein,  together  with  the  chur- 
ches unto  which  they  adminifter,  as  in  the  faith 
and  order  of  the  gofpeh 

For  fo  do  we  find  it  to  have  been  ufed,  by 
the  apojlles  thcmfclycs  ;  and  that  when  JameSy 
Cephas  and  John,  "who  feemed  to  be  pillars,  per- 
ceived the  grace  of  God  that  was  given  unto  jP^im/ 
and  Barnabas,  i.  e.  the  grace  of  apojllejhip  with 
the  furniture  therefor  ;  that  unto  them  was  this 
grace  given,  that  thej  fhoiild  preach  among  the 
Gentiles,  the  unfearchable  riches  of  Chrijl ;  They 
gav«  to  Taul  and  Barnabas  the  Right  Hand  of 
Fellowfliip,  By  this  rite,  defignedly,  fignifying 
their  hearty  acknowledgment  of  them  as  true 
minifters  of  Chrift  ;  and  of  the  gentile  converts 
unto  whom  they  adminirtred  as  true  churches, 
and  one  with  them  in  the  bonds  of  chriflian  faith, 
affe^ion,  and felloivfjjip. 

From  whence,  as  well  as  from  the  fitnefs  of 
the  ufage  in  its  civil  fignificancy,  on  which,  1  fup- 
pofe  the  Apoftle's  practice  of  it,  might,  \u  concur- 
rence  with  a  divine  direction,  be  grounded,  hath 
it  generally  obtained  among  us,  at  our  ordination 
of  miniUcrs  ;  and  is  now  ordered,  by  the  vene- 
rai>le  council  met  on  this  folcmn  occaf  on,  to  be 
performed,  by  me,  in  their  name. 

Accordingly,  Dear  Sir,  trufting  thy  heart 
is  right  with  us,  as  ouis  with  thee,  I  give  thee 
the  hand,  in  token  of  our  afTc^ionate  reception 
and  acknowledgment  of  thee,  as  a  well  accom- 
pliOied,  rtiiularly  called,  and  now  ordained  mi- 
nillcr  ol  Jefui  Chilli,  of  the  fime  power  with 

us 


(   45  ) 


US,  in  the  facred  office;  bidding  thee  a  hearty 
"Welcome  into  our  order  ;  promifin<T. and  cxpcft- 
ing  all  fuitable  minilkrial,  and  chrifti^n  fcllow- 
fhip  between  us  and  you  ;    and  between  the 
churehes  unto  which  wc  rcfpei^liveiy  belong, 
and  this,  of  which  you  arc  low  made  the 
Tajlor  ;  which,  we  hereby,  renewedly  acknow- 
ledge, as  a  dear  filler  churchy  of  the  fame  faith 
and  order  with  ours — with  whom,  as  wc  have 
had  a  tender  fympathy  in  her  forrowfully  be- 
reaved ftate,  by  the  deccafe  of  their  late  very 
worthy  paftor,  the  Rev'd  Mr.  John  Lowell, 
whofc  memory  will  long  remain  dear  to  this 
flock,  of  which  he  was  the  Jirjl  pajlor  ■  fo  do  wc 
joyfully  communicate  in  the  precious  gift  and 
bleffing  of  this  day — pcrfuaded,  as  is  meet  for 
us,  of  thee  our  dear  brother,  that  being  tioiu  come 
in  to  take  part  "with  us  in  this  minijiry  ;  thm 
milt,  indeed y  be  a  fellow-ivorker  unto  the  kingdom 
of  God,  fellow -helper  to  the  truth,  and  a  comfort 
unto  us  ;  that  our  hearts  may  be  mutually  com- 
forted, being  knit  together  in  love,  and  unto  all 
riches  of  the  full  afj'urance  of  underflanding  to 
the  acknoivledgment  of  the  myflery  of  God  and 
the  Father,  and  of  ChriJ},  in  -whom  are  hid  all 
the  trea/ures  of  ujifdom  and  knoivledge. 

Thus,  while  on  the  fide  of  the  grand  revolted 
rebel  againft  Heaven,  hand  join  in  hand,  tho' 
moft  alTuredly  told,  they  fJyall  not  go  unpunifJjed ; 
may  we,  under  the  bejl  of  maflers,  engaged  in 
the  nobleft  caufe,  fupportcd  by  the  inojl  puiffant 
aids,  animated  with  the  moft  glorious  rewards 
in  every  confli<ft  ;  as  well  as  now  opening  prof- 
pea  • 
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pe£t!  and  fullcft  a^lual  felfurc,  and  pofTcfTion,  at 
the  accompUJhment  of  our  -warfare  ! 

May  we,  in  clofefl:  union  of  heart  and  hands 
—the  noblcft  rcfolutions — the  moft  unfinking, 
anfliaken  fortitude — pafs  on  in  our  LORD's  fer- 
vice,  not  counting  our  "oerj  lives  dear  unto  ourfelves  ; 
that  Tve  may  fnijh  our  cour/e  with  joy,  and  the 
fnini/lry  which  we  have  received  of  the  LORD^ 
to  teflify  the  gofpel  of  the  grace  of  our  GOD. 

To  fay,  indeed,  our  hand  fiiall  be  with  rhce,my 
brother,  would,  of  itfclf,  be  little  to  thy  encou- 
ragement :  Thy  help,  with  ours,  is  in  the  name 
of  the  LORD  our  GOD  :  from  him  cometh  U 
cll ;  whofe  hand  hath  laid  the  foundat  ion  of  the 
earth  ;  and  whofe  right  hand  hath  fpanned  the 
heavens. 

He  holdeth  the flars  in  his  right  hand  ;  and 
faith  to  every  minifter  of  his,  whofe  humble  wait- 
ing eyes  are  unto  his  hand,  as  the  eyes  of  the 
fervant  are  unto  the  hand  of  the  maftcr,  for 
direftion  and  help,  Mj  grace  is  fifficient  for  thee  ; 
my  flrength  is  made  perfect  in  weaknefs. 

May  the  arm  of  the  Lord  be  revealed,  as 
for  our  aflidance  ;  fo  for  our  fucccfs  in  our  mi- 
niftry,  that  we  may  not  have  occafion  for  the 
mournful  eomplaint,  Who  hath  believed  our  re- 
port ?  I  have  laboured  in  vain  ;  1  have  fpent 
flrength  for  nought,  and  in  vain. 

A  TRIAL  this,  of  all  others,  the  moft  ten- 
derly fcnfiblc — the  moft  deeply  affc<5ting  to  the 
fpirits  of  godly  miniRers,  firongly  apprehcnfive 
pf  the  worth  of  immortal  fouls — the  vaft  im- 
por^aace  pf  their  eternal  falvation  in  Chrifl  Jcfus 
^  ^thc 
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^tlie  awfulncrs  of  their  living  and  dying  in 
their  fins,  and  being  loft  forever.  Yet  fhould 
unfucccfsfuinefs  be,  with  us,  the  apprehen- 
ded or  be  the  real  lamentable  cafe,  with  re- 
gard to  our  miniftry,  ive  mujf  not  fatly  nor  be 
difcouraged  ;  rather,  rife  in  heavenly  greatnefs  and 
fuperiority  of  fpirit,  at  the  view^  of  enlarged  dif- 
ficulties, unto  vaftly  augmented  ardour  of  en- 
deavours ; — earneftncfs  of  prayers, — invigoration 
of  hope,  that  the  day  of  the  LORD's  power  may 
happily  come,  when  the  people  ftmll  be  jnade  -wil^ 
iing,  and  many  be  faved — cr,  if  bj  any  means,  -we 
might  fave  fome. 

And,  for  our  full  a«/>Wi2//(j«  unto all/>^r/^z;<fr- 
ing  diligence  and  fidelity  in  our  miniftry,  arc  wc 
aflured,  that  our  judgment  is  -with  the  LORD, 
and  our  ivorth,  our  reward  with  our  GOD. 
And  tho'  Ifracl,thc  people  unto  whom  we  faith- 
fully mini{\er,f7jould  not  be  gathered,we  fhould — > 
thou,  my  brother,  flialt  be  glorious  in  the  eyes 
cf  the  LORD,  and  thy  GOD  be  thy  firength. 

Let  thy  dependancc,  then,  be  on  the  man  of 
GOD's  right  hand ;  upon  the  fon  cf  man  tehoni 
he  hath  made Jlrong for  himfelf,  in  whom,  we  have 
right eoufnefs  and firength.  yfnd go  thou  forth  in 
the  ftrength  of  the  L0RD,maki7ig  mention  cf  his 
right  eoufnefs,  even  of  his  only. —  AikI  we  befeech 
the  LORD  to  fend  thee,  now  profpcrity. — Bleffed 
be  he  that  comet h  in  the  name  of  the  LORD — 
We  have  blcfed  thee  out  of  the  houfe  of  the 
LORD — ylnd  let  all  the  cojigregation,with  truth 
in  the  inward  part,  fay, 

AMEN. 
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A 

S  E  R  MO  N 

Preached  before  his  Excellency 

FRANCIS  BERNARD,  Esqi 

Governor  and  Commander  in  Chief, 
-The  Honourable 

His  Majesty's  Council, 

And  the-  Honourable 
HOUSE   OP  REPRESENTATIVES, 
Of  the  Province  of  the 

Majfacbufetts-Bay  in  New-England^ 
May  28th.  1766. 

Being  the  Anniverfary  for  the  Election  of  His 
Majesty's  CouNCit  for,  faid  Provinc$. 

Py  EDWARD  BARNARD,  A.M. 

Paftor  of  the  Firft  Church  io  Haverhill. 


BOSTON: 

PriDtcd  by  Richard  Draper,  Printer  to  the  Governor  8d4 
Council  ;  and  by  Samuel  Draper,  at  their  Printinj- 
Olficc  iq  Ncwbury-Strcct.  MDGGLXVI. 


Province  of  the  I 
.  Majfachufetts-Bayy ) 

In  COUNCIL,  May  29.  1766. 

qRDERED,  That  Isaac  Royall, 
James  Russell,  and  Nathaniel 
Ropes,  Efqrs,  be  a  Committee  to  wait 
upon  the  Rev'd  Mr.  EdwardBarnard, 
and  return  him  the  Thanks  of  the  Board 
for  his  Sermon  preached  Yefterday,  being 
thcDay  appointed  by  the  Royal  Charter> 
for  the  Election  of  Councellors  for  the 
Province  ;  and  to  defire  a  Copy  of  the 
fame  for  the  Prefs. 


^liefl.    A.Oliver,  Seer. 
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AnELECTION  SERMON. 


NEHEMIAH  V.  19. 

^HINK  upon  me^  my  God ,  for  goody 
according  to  all  that  1  have  done  for 
this  people, 

AN  acquaintance  with  the  hiftory  of 
paft  ages  will  lead  uj  to  obferve, 
that  a  common  method  of  the  ex- 
altation of  a  people,  hath  been  by  a  fuccejfion 
of  men  of  eminent  abilities  and  influence. 
A  great  genius  appears  at  their  head,  and 
forms  a  general  fcheme  of  inftitutions  and 
laws.  This  being  adopted,  adivc  fpirits 
follow,  who  carry  it  into  execution,  and 
the  community  fwiftly  afcends  to  the  height 
pf  profpcrity. 

Even 
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Even  Ifrael  taken  under  the  peculiar  tu- 
telage of  Jehovah  thus  arofe  to  a  flourifli- 
ing  llate.  Mofes,  by  divine  direction,  gave 
them  the  rudiments  of  civil  and  ecclefiafli- 
cal  polity.  Jopua,  by  the  fame  influence, 
led  the;m  over  Jor^au",  and  •  fixed  ,  thera  in 
the  deilin'd  inheritance. 

In  a  way  fomewhat  fimilar  may  we  well 
fuppofe  a  people  emerging  from  the  deptlis 
of  diftrefs  to  regain  their  national  charader. 
Patriots,  perhaps  of  different  qualities,  exert 
themfelves  in  turn,  agreable  to  their  cir- 
cumftances,  'till  they  make  a  rcfpeftable  fi- 
gure as  in  the  former  period  of  their  exif- 
tence. 

An  illuftration  of  this  wc  have  in  the  cafe 
of  Judah  reftoredtoPaleftineand  the  rights 
and  privileges  of  their  fathers,  aftei-  their  re- 
fiJence  in  a  ftrangc  land,  and  fubjcclion  to 
a  foreign  yoke,  for  feventy  years. 

During  fo  long  a  term,  when  the  pub- 
lic offices  of  religion  could  not  be  regularly 
performed,  when  they  were  Convcrfant  with 
the  fuperfiirions  of  Gentilifm,  and  the  man- 
ners of  mailers  upon- whom  they  were  eri- 

tirely 
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tirely  dependant^  it  is  fcarce  poflible  but_ 
that  dieknowledge  of  divine  truth  muft  be 
greatly  loft,  the  ardor  of  devotion  cool'd 
with  many,  theirfpiritsbrok.cn,  and  a  ge- 
nerous public  temper  well  nigh  extinguifli-f^ 
ed.  ,  ,jj 

■  iL  iioiji;!;rr  .i.;rlj  01  jrr.  -  .!j 

Let  us  view  thefe  exiles  going  to  a  dei^ 
folate  country,  and  a  capital  in  ruins,  with 
intention  to  poffefs  and  improve  their  anci- 
ent patrimony,  rebuild  their. <?ity,  fet  up  the; 
"worfhip  of  God  upon  the  Hebrew  ritual, 
and  fettle  the  civil  adminiftration  to  advan- 
tage ;  at  the  fame  time  dcfpis'd  and  hated 
by  their  neighbours,  and  retarded  as  much 
as  polTible  in  every  falutary  projedion. 

These  ihiiigs  confidered,  nothing  cau 
be  clearer  than  the  vaft  importance  that 
they  Ihould  have  luife  men  (qt  pilots  to  direil 
them,  men  of  goodnefs  and  intrepidity,  to 
aiiinaatethem  to  every  arduous  undertaking. 

.  Accordingly  a  gracious  God  not 
onty  favored;  tlitm  with  his  prophets  to  in- 
ftru£l  and  fupport  them,  but  rulers  to  lead 
and  proteifl  them,  and  forward  the  enter- ^ 
prifes  to  which  they  \vere  called — firft 
^i-^^  "  Zerubbabcl 
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Zerubbabel  and  Jo/hua^  under  whom  the 
temple  was  built,  and  altar  for  daily  facri- 
fice ;  then  Ezra  a  fcribe  well  inftruded  to 
the  kingdom  of  heaven,  who  reftored  the 
fcripture  to  its  primitive  purity,  and  diffolv'd 
thofe  interdifted  alliances  which  weakened 
their  attachment  to  their  religion  and  coun- 
try. 

But  Jerufalem  yet  laid  defencclefs,  enor- 
mities in  part  remained. 

The  full  accomplifhment  of  the  merci- 
ful intention  of  heaven  towards  that  afflic- 
ted  people  was  referved  for  Ne/mniab. 

This  man  held  a  lucrative  poft  f  in  a 
court  the  center  of  the  wealth  and  glory  of 
Afia,  and  h^d  an  intimate  needs  to  the 
mighticft  monarch  then  living.  But  fur- 
rounded  with  affluence  and  honor,  he 
mourned  for  Zion.  His  countenance  be- 
trayed a  troubled  foul  to  his  mafter,  who 
underftanding  the  caufe,  gave  him  liberty 
of  abfenee  for  a  term,  inverted  him  with  ^ 
public  charafter  in  Judea,  and  fent  manda- 
tory letters  to  his  oflicers  bordering  thwe' 
upon  to  afTifi:  hitu. 

His 

t  Piid.  Connca.  Vol.  U 
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His  arrival  to  Jerufalem  was  like  the 
light  of  the  morning  which  diflipates  the 
incumbent  gloom,  and  invigorates  nature. 
Every  heart  was  revived,  every  hand  em- 
ployed. Prefent  with  them  the  walls  went 
up,  and  the  city  filled  with  inhabitants. 
By  his  inceflant  care  and  labours  grievances 
were  redreflcd,  and  all  things  regulated  in 
fuch  a  manner  as  to  render  them  eafy  and 
happy. 

This  is  the  lover  of  his  nation,  whofe 
words  I  have  read.  Think  upon  me,  7>iy  God, 
for  good,  according  to  all  that  I  have  done  for 
this  people. 

Language  this  confonant  to  the  prin- 
ciples ofreafon  and  revelation.  Natural  re- 
ligion didlatcs  that  God  is  good,  and  a  lover 
of  righteoufnefs.  The  facrifical  fervices 
of  the  temple  as  inftituted  for  particular 
cafes,  or  pointing  to  the  promifed  Saviour* 
while  they  imply'd  guilt,  gave  alTurance 
that  it  was  confident  with  the  redoral  ho- 
linefs  of  God  to  have  refpedl  to  imperfect 
virtue.  Nothing  therefore  is  here  exprelTed 
but  what  is  agreable  to  a  juftncfs  of  tho't, 
to  a  due  humility  of  mind, 

B  This 
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This  palTage  as  uttered  by  a  ruler  in  If- 
rael,  fuggefts  to  us  fome  things  of  impor- 
tance, fuitable  to  the  occafion  of  our  pre- 
fent  afTembling. 

I.  We  may  take  notice  of  the  ground  of 
this  requeft  in  the  text  to  God. 

II.  The  requcft  itlclf  as  connc(f\ed  with 
ir. 

.  We  are  in  the  firft  place  to  take  notice 

of  the  ground  of  this  requefl:  to  God.  • 

iAc  cor  ding  to  all  that  Ibave  done  for  this  people. 

This  naturally  leads  us  into  fome  reflec- 
tions upon  civil  government,  it's  defigii, 
and  the  proper  fteps  whereby  it  is  purfued. 
But  the  fubjeds  have  been  handled  with  fo 
much  copioulnefs  and  accuracy  in  thisdclk, 
that  they  mull:  be  but  tranficntly  touch'd 
upon. 

It  hath  pleafed  the  creator  of  all  things 
to  implant  in  mankind  adefire  of  happinefs 
in  the  continuance  of  being,  and  acceflions 
to  their  enjoyments.  This  may  be  deem'd 
a  kind  of  inftincl,  which  urges  them  with- 
out 
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out  any  rational  arguments  to  ward  ofT  an 
injury,  or  take  hold  of  an  offered  advantage; 
and  is  an  engine  of  providence,  whereby 
they  are  impelled  to  adion,  and  the  human 
fpecies  is  preferved.  To  this  the  Father  of 
fpirits  hath  fupcr-added  reafon,  to  dire(^l  it 
in  it's  operations  into  a  track  confident  with 
the  welfare  of  others,  and  moft  adapted  to 
a  proper  end. 

In  theprefent  ftate  this  principle  gaining 
!an  undue  afcendancy  over  the  intelligent 
powers. is  apt  to  excite  men  to  the  impetu- 
ous purfuit  of  perfonal  intereft,  to  the  op- 
prcllion  of  the  weaker.  The  proportion 
of  an  attainable  good  is  moreover  as  the 
means  of  arriving  to  it.  Many  caii  effcd 
more  than  onq. 

.  Considering  thc^n  the  incapacity  of 
individuals  to  defend  themfelves  from  the 
rapacious,  or  to  reach  that  degree  of  good 
they  might  in  a  colle<Slivc  view,  they  arcj 
led  to  union.  Union  for  thefe  ends  fuppo- 
fes  rules  framed  in  fubferviency  to  them. 
Occafions  are  continually  rifing  for  the  a- 
mendmcnt  of  general  rules,  or  additions  to 
them,  and  particular  cafes  occur  which  it 
B  2  is 
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is  not  pofGble  at  once  to  provide  for.  So 
a  {landing  legiflature  is  ere<5led.  Laws  with- 
out execution  are  as  none,  therefore  there 
rnuft  bean  authority  to  fee  them  takeeffeft. 
This  feems  the  natural  courfe  of  things. 

Th  e  exterior  ftrength  of  a  community, 
it's  internal  fafety  and  advantage,  prefent 
neceflity,  or  fecurity  for  time  to  come,  and 
a  variety  of  adventitious  circumftances, 
have  their  weight  in  the  model  of  govern- 
ment, and  therefore  it  differs  according  to 
the  light  in  which  either  is  viewed. 

Surrounded  by  formidable  adverfaries, 
a  people  may  chufe  to  give  to  forae  one  a 
kind  of  dictatorial  authority  for  their  de- 
fence. Ifrael  vexed  with  the  frequent  ir- 
ruptions of  their  neighbours  defired  a  king 
to  judge  them,  Qi.nA  fight  their  battles.  Pro- 
perty gives  influence,  and  founds  a  fort  of 
claim  to  rule,  and  a  large  intereft  connc£l- 
ed  with  that  of  the  public  feems  to  render 
thepoffeffor  worthy  of  confidence.  There- 
fore hath  the  fole  dominion  been  committed 
to  a  certain  number.  Equality  of  proper- 
ty, a  quiet  fituation,  or  perhaps  painful 
experience  of  the  ill  effedls  of  unlimited  fo- 

vereignty, 
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vereignty,  have  introduced  a  popular  jnrif- 
didion,  the  fociety  at  large  rcferving  to 
themfelves  the  final  determination  of  mat- 
ters which  concern  them. 

However  each  of  thefe  may  anfwer 
good  purpofes  for  a  term,  yet  fingly  they 
are  liable  to  exception.  The  fupreme 
legiflative  and  executive  power  lodged  en- 
tirely in  the  fame  hands  uncontrolled,  tends 
to  tyranny.  A  government  altogether  po- 
pular by  reafon  of  an  infinite  diverfity  of 
particular  interefts,  difTonant  opinions,  and 
formal  confultations  of  the  whole  body,  is 
flow,  uneven,  and  liable  to  convulfions, 
and  fubvprfion.  * 

Happy  are  thofe  whofe  political  plan  al- 
lows fuch  prerogative  as  is  fufficient  to  the 
vigor,  uniformity,  and  difpatch,  of  public 
meafures,  but  at  the  fame  time  with  fuch 
reftriilions,  as  that  the  liberties  of  the  fub- 
jed  are  fafe,  and  by  a  wife  mixture  of  the 
feveral  powers  which  alone  become  pernici- 
ous, renders  them  highly  beneficial. 

Government  originating  from  the  law 
of  felf  prefervation  properly  dircdled,  and 

being 

♦  Hcinecclas  Syflcm  of  UnivcrUl  Law. 
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being  the  bafis  of  public  Iiappincfs,  we  may 
eafjly  colleft  the  methods  to  be  piofecuted 
i*  conTequencc. 

From  hence  'tis  evident  that  the  conjli- 
tutioH  claims  the  firft  attention  of  fuch  as  are 
in  the  legiflative  capacity. 

Through  the  weaknefs  of  human  unr 
efe.rti-anding,  fundamental  principles  may 
■piijlibly  be  produdivc  of  ill  confequences. 
TChrough  a  corrupt  bias  falfe  dcdudion^ 
biay  be  made  from  maxims  true  and  excel- 
itiu,  which  praflifcd  upon  will  be  highly 
^eiriraentaL  It  fhould  therefore  be  their 
care  within  their  line  to  correct  miftakcs  of 
either  kind  ;  for  if  the  foundations  are  out  of 
CQurfe  tvhat  Jhali  the  righteous  do  ? 

.  An  equitable  conftitution  on  the  other 
Jiaud,  the  fubferviency  of  which  to  general 
ijtility  experience  demonftratcs,  is  to  be 
itrenuoufly  maintained.  The  ballance  ol 
power  in  a  mixed  government  is  no  empty 
theory.  Tlie  deftrudioii  of  it  is  terriblo^ 
The  revolutions  of  Rome  in  former  days 
:^'e  need  not  recur  to  in  proof  of  this.  Bri- 
ti(h  records  will  inform  us  of  the  abolition 

of 
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of  the  ancient  fyftem,  the  calamities  thence 
enfiiiog,  fo  feverely  felt  as  to  induce  a  re<« 
turn  to  it  with  as  much  zeal  as  it  was  rejec- 
ted. It  lays  with  rulers  to  preferve  this  baU 
lance,  (every  inclination  of  which  is  ia  a 
double  proportion)  by  a  fcrupulous  adhc-" 
rence  to  the  duties  of  their  department,  and 
the  feafonable  check  to  the  violation  of  prc- 
fcribcd  limitfl. 

It  is  like  wife  evident  that  the  wAo/<r  com- 
biunity  fliould  fall  under  the  equal  eye  of 
rulers — that  their  concern  Ihould  be  exerci- 
fed  for  all,  Rivalfhip  there  often  may  be 
between  the  feveral  parts  of  fociety,  and 
ftruggles  for  immunities  and  privileges, 
Conrtituents  may  expert  that  thofe  whom 
they  eledl  prove  their  advocates  in  prejudice 
to  others.  But  fuch  particular  refpe<5l  is 
a  pcrverfion  of  the  great  intention  of  go- 
vernment, oftentimes  rendering  the  condi- 
tion of  yoOTff,  of  tnany,  worfc  than  if  they 
had  remained  in  a  ftate  of  nature,  by  tying 
them  down  under  public  fandlion  to  what 
ki  that  ftate  they  might  have  profpe£l  of 
relief  from.  NeceflTary  burdens  are  to  be 
adjufted  to  the  different  capacities  of  bear- 
ing them,  and  advantages  to  be  alike  open 
toicvery  one  properly  qualified  to  imp^ve. 
them.  It 
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It  is  equally  evident  that  what  concerns 
the  ivelfare  of  the  ftate  is  a  proper  obje^l  of 
human  larws.  Provifion  therefore  is  to  be 
made  for  the  fupport  of  thofe  who  ferve 
the  pubUc  agreable  to  the  places  they  fuf- 
tain-*-for  defence  from,  and  oppofition  to, 
the  unwarrantable  encroachments  of  ene- 
mies— for  the  determination  of  contefted 
rights,  neceffary  to  peace  and  order — for  the 
encouragement  of  agriculture,manufa£lures 
and  commerce,  from  whence  are  derived 
wealth  and  plenty — for  the  fuppreflion  of 
immorality,  in  its  native  tendency  as  well 
as  by  the  righteous  providence  of  God  preg- 
nant with  ruin — for  maintaining  focial  wor- 
fhip,  fo  friendly  to  that  imprcflive  fenfe  of 
divine  things  whereby  the  folemnity  of  an 
oath  (the  grand  inftrument  of  government) 
is  kept  up,  and  adds  to  the  force  of  civil 
authority  that  of  confcience — for  promo- 
ting the  interefts  of  learning,  which  foftens 
a  natural  ferocity,  affifts  in  the  arts  and  bu- 
fmefs  of  common  life,  capacitates  for  great 
undertakings,  and  with  which  (notwith- 
ftanding  the  exclamations  of  ignorance,  en- 
thufiafm,  or  a  narrow  fpirit,)  religion  and 
liberty  are  clofely  united. 


To 
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,  To  the  efficacy  of  authoritative  decrees 
to  thefe  purpofes  'tis  neceflary  that  they  be 
dictated  with  as  much  precilion  as  poHlblc, 
fo  as  to  be  eafy  of  appHcation — that  the  re- 
wards and  punifhmciits  annexed  fhould  be 
fuited  to  the  circumftances  and  prevaiUng 
paffionsof  thofe  for  whom  they  are  framed, 
and  a  freedom  of  accefs  be  ever  prcfcrved 
to  tlie  tribunals  of  juftice. 

Hence  finally  the  true  ufe  of  executive 
power  is  readily  perceived.  It  is  the  ener- 
gy and  influence  of  the  legiflative — •  the  Ic- 
giflative  put  forth  into  a6t.  Thofe  there- 
fore who  are  veiled  with  it  are  never  at  li- 
berty to  difpenfe  with  laws — are  ever  to 
make  them  their  rule  of  condu6l,  and  to 
their  utmofl",  endeavour  a  concurrence  with 
the  fpirit  and  defign  of  them. 

With  this  general  idea  of  civil  govern- 
ment coincides  the  word  of  infpiration, when 
itafTures  us  that  the  ruler  is  the  mitiifier  of 
God  for  good — a  revenger  to  execute  ivrath  up- 
on him  that  doethcxW,  attending  continually  up- 
on this  very  thing.  With  this  coincide  the 
common  fentiments  of  antiquity.  The  kings 
of  the  Gentiles  (  fome  of  the  fucccfTors  of 
C  Alexander 
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Alexander  particularly  )  chofe  to  be  colled 
beHefailors,  when  they  rcverfed  the  charac- 
ter. Pagan  deities  were  at  firll  earthly  he- 
roes— good  rulers  who  laid  themrclves  out 
for  the  benefit  of  mankind.  Whether  they 
had  an  apotheofis  in  strati tude  for  w  hat  they 
did  here,  or  as  hcjl  qualified  to  fuperinteud 
affairs  below,  or  as  an  incentive  with  their 
fucceffors  to  an  iraitation,  it  fliows  the  fcnle 
of  mankind  upon  this  head. 

II.  The  other  thing  which  comes  under 
confidcration  is  the  requefl:  to  God.  Think 
upon  me  my  God  J  or  good. 

This  in  connexion  with  the  latter  claulc 
is  worthy  of  diltinct  remark,  as  containing 
fcafonable  and  weighty  hints,  viewed  in  a 
diverfity  of  lights. 

I.  We  may  underfland  it  as  an  implica- 
tion of  a  ruler's  governing  aim  at  the  appro- 
bdiion  of  Heaven  in  his  adminiftraiion. 

TwE  favourable  regards  of  God  cannot 
be  conceiv'd  to  be  extended  to  any  whofe 
habitual  converfation  in  the  world  he  dif- 
likcs,  and  therefore  cannot  fitly  be  applied 

for 
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for  by  thofe  who  have  not  made  it  their 
main  care  to  piea(c  him.  Such  a  fandHfica- 
tioii  of  God  in  the  heart  by  the  influence 
of  iais  fpirit  and  truths  as  fhall  give  the  fu- 
premacy  to  his  approbation,  is  of  vaft  con- 
fequence  to  rulers,  having  a  prodigious  ef- 
ficacy with  them  in  the  i'pccial  bufincfs  to 
which  they  are  called. 

Perfect  wifdom  hatli  made  nothing 
without  delign.'  The  faculties  of  the  minds 
of  men  are  for  improvement,  the  talents 
given  them  for  uCeii?  fome particular fphere. 
The  difpofal  of  circumftances,  and  adapted- 
ncfs  of  talents  thereto,  point  out  this  fphcrc. 
Hereby  indudry  is  recommended  in  every 
ltdtion,  and  the  command  proclaimed  as 
vvitb  an  audible  voice  from  heaven,  Occupy 
'till  I  come. 

Without  fubjccllon  to  the  will  of  God 
the, ruler  cannot  enjoy  his  fmiles.  Serioufly 
•and  deeply  afTe^cd  herewith,  he  gives  all 
diligence  (never  content  merely  with  the 
honors  and  emoluments  of  a  place  )  that  his 
mind  may  be  furnillicd  for  exalted  fervice. 
He  will  therefore  carefully  examine  the 
beft  policy  of  flates,  the  caufes  of  dicir  gran- 
C^2  deur 
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deiir  and  declenllon,  attentively  furvey  his 
own  country,  it's  fituation,  connexions, 
and  manners,  inveftigate  the  foundation  of 
Jaws,  and  their  true  fenfe,  by  intenfe 
th'.iught,  and  the  ftudy  of  the  mofl:  judi- 
cious writers  upon  the  fubjed,and  converfc 
with  the  remoter  branches  of  knowledge 
(  according  to  opportunity  )  which  throw 
light  upon  what  he  is  more  nearly  con- 
cerned with.  He  rifes  early,  and  fits  up 
late,  deliberating  upon  the  public  fafety. 
Cojitemplation  and  reading  are  for  adive 
duties,  and  the  trcafures  of  wifdom  labo- 
rioufly  acquired  are  freely  expended  for 
the  good  of  fociety.  The  fenate  complains 
not  of  his  abfence,  or  the  feat  of  judgment. 
He  propofes,  fupports,  objeds,  determines, 
and  executes,  and  flrains  every  nerve  in 
the  fulfillment  of  his  trufl. 

Under  a  firm  perfwafion  that  the  righ' 
teous  Lord  loveth  righteoufnefs,  dejlreth  truth 
in  the  inward  parts  ^  and  that  in  his  favor  is 
(ifc,  he  engages  in  every  momentous  tranf- 
aftion  with  folemnity  of  fpirit,  is  exceeding 
cautious  that  he  does  not  pervert  judgment 
iior  confcnt  to  any  thing  merely  for  it's  plau- 
fiblc  appearance.    Whatever  comes  before 

him 
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him  pafles  under  a  fevere  fcrutiny  ;  affent- 
ing  hereupon  to  its  reditude  it  is  received 
and  profecuted.  He  is  not  awed  into  com- 
pliances difagreable  to  the  convictions  of 
his  mind  by  menaces  from  any  quarter.' — • 
The  fear  of  man  bringeth  n  fnare,  but  ivhofb 
putteth  bis  trujl  in  tbeLord,  maintains  due  re- 
fpe6t  to  him,  ^all  be  fafe  from  the  prevailing 
power  of  fuch  a  temptation.  Tenacious 
pf  a  well  formed  purpofejfecular  arguments 
of  no  fort  are  fuflicient  to  warp  him,  he 
purfues  it  with  an  inflexible  liability.  Con- 
ftituted  guardian  ol  liberty,  it  is  ever  before 
him,  and  dear  to  him  above  any  earthly 
enjoyment.  He  is  ready  to  all  juft:  means 
for  it's  prefervation,  even  to  the  laying 
down  his  life  if  called  for  in  providence  : 
jBut  never  will  heabufe  the  venerable  name 
through  precipitancy  of  paffion,  and  for  the 
gratification  of  any  perfonal  finifter  views. 

Incompatible  with  this  perfwafion 
is  an  habit  of  intrigue  and  dhlimulation, — 
every  fubtle  evafion  of  right,  and  thofe  ar- 
tifices which  create  confidence  and  ruin  de- 
pendants. It  leads  to  fairnefs  of  expreflion 
and  behaviour — to  account  obligations  fa- 
crcd  and  a  pun<5tual  conformity. 

The 
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The  greatcfl:  may  have  fome  avenue 
whereby  they  are  accefTible  to  the  crafty 
and  defigning.  A  latent  vanity  not  eafily 
fubdued  renders  adulation  too  palatable. 
Sucking  in  the  lufcioos  draught,  the  ruler 
(as  well  as  others)  may  be  intoxicated  with 
the  poifon.  Not  fo  if  he  loves  the  prai/e  of 
God  more  than  of  man.  This  is  an  effertu- 
al  antidote  againft  it's  baneful  influence. — 
This  clofes  the  ear  to  the  artful  pancgyricks 
of  the  fawning  parafirc. 

It  mufl  be  confeflcd  that  other  principles 
befides  this  we  have  been  confidering  may 
carry  the  ruler  into  a  channel  of  duty  in 
many  inftanccs beneficial  to  a  people.  The 
enquiry  is  whether  any  fhort  of  this  is  fuffi- 
cient  to  carry  him  through  the  whole  couife 
of  allotted  duty. 

Natural  benevolence —  a  difpofition 
to  ferve  mankind  and  to  fcrve  them  grace- 
fully at  once  charms  us,  and  we  are  ready 
to  prefage  much  good  when  this  is  the  cha- 
raacriliicofa  ruler.  Bur  a  little  attention 
'Will  convince  us  that  it  is  o.^ten  accompanied 
with  a  certain  indolence, avcrfe  to  that  cloic 
apolication  which  forms  the  great,  the  vi- 
,  gilanr, 
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gilant,  the  adivc  patriot,  and  involves  in  it 
that  dcfire  to  plcafc  which  lends  to  an  indii- 
criminate  treatment  of  all,  and  a  flexibility 
which  is  fometimes  prejudicial.  Religion 
gives  vigor  and  compacl:edners  to  this  ami- 
able fpirrt  ;  by  this  aided  and  exalted,  it 
brings  forth  fruit  equal  to  the  moft  fanguine 
profpc^ts. 

Sense  of  honor  hath  been  much  extol- 
led, and  is  not  without  its  advantages  in 
high  life.  But  if  all  which  is  meant  by  it  is 
a  regard  to  decorum  of  behaviour  as  it 
comes  under  the  obfervation  and  judgment 
of  the  world,  'tis  too  ftinted,  too  fluduating 
always  to  be  depended  upon.  This  is  con- 
fiftent  with  private  vices,  which  by  a  kind 
of  fatality  draw  on  fuch  as  are  more  flagrant, 
and  widely  mifchievous.  Ages  differ  in 
their  talle,  none  are  free  from  corruption, 
and  a  compliment  to  that  we  live  in  may 
betray  into  a  violation  not  of  received,  but 
rea/  propriety  of  condu6V. 

Affectation  of  parade— of  fiiining 
in  auguft  aflTemblies,  and  being  accounted 
pillars  of  the  ftate,  prompts  at  times  to  ex- 
ertions, the  good  effeds  of  which  a  commu- 
nity 
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nity  fenfibly  feels.  But  how  will  this  ope- 
rate in  the  day  of  trial,  when  fame  and  du- 
ty come  into  competition,  and  a  refignation 
of  the  former  is  plainly  incumbent  ?  What 
but  a  principle  of  piety  will  produce  the 
coftly  facrifice  ? 

Apprehensions  of  the  intrinfic  excel- 
lency of  virtue,  nice  ideas  of  moral  beauty, 
are  worthy  of  the  mind  of  man,  and  have 
their  attrav^Hve  influence.  But  abftra6l  no- 
tions «mIj>  feem  fitter  for  pure  intelligences, 
than  thofe  who  dwelling  in  houfcs  of  clay 
have  paflions  perpetually  applied  to  by  a 
thoufand  fcnfible  objc£ls.  To  look  in  the 
critical  hour  to  God  whofc  favour  and 
friendfhip  are  of  infinite  importance,  will 
be  likely  more  to  warm  the  heart,  and 
excite  the  fprings  of  ai!:lion,  than  the  fineft 
fpeculations  of  this  kind. 

Admitting  then  that  in  many  in  fiances 
thefe  principles  have  been  beneficial  in  their 
confequence,  ftill  this  muft  have  the  pre- 
heminence,  as  an  incentive  to  more  exten- 
five  goodnefs,  and  the  proper  refult  of 
which  is  a  confident  and  uniform  character. 


2.  Tms 
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2.  'This  claufe  connected  with  the  latter 
may  import  the  ruler's  confcioufiiefs  of  in- 
tegrity in  office,  and  his  appeal  to  God  on 
behalf  of  it. 

Mankind  with  underftanding,  judg- 
ment, and  memory,  are  capable  of  recollec- 
ting the  part  temper  and  condud,and  com- 
paring them  with  fome  rule — the  divine 
law.  Conformity  or  difagreement  herewith 
begets  fatisfadion  or  uneafinefs  in  review, 
efpecially  as  relative  to  the  final  determina- 
tion of  the  chara<5lcr  and  flate  by  God  the 
judge  of  all.  What  reverence  is  due  to 
confcience,  whofe  power  is  alike  exercifed 
in  abfolving  or  condemning  the  great  and 
the /}f2all  ?  How  much  fliould  we  prize  his 
friendfliip,  how  fearful  left  we  exafpcrate 
him  ? 

The  ruler  is  not  always  exempt  from  the 
cenfure  and  refentment  of  the  world.  Me- 
lancholy beyond  defcription  is  his  cafe  if 
the  reproaches  of  confcience  are  joined 
with  thofe  of  a  people — when  deferted  by 
man,  he  cannot  look  up  to  God  with  com- 
fort, for  the  voice  of  confcience  is  the  voice 
of  God,  But  cenfure  and  refentment  are 
D  not 


2  6       An  ELECTION  SERMON. 


not  confined  to  thofe  only  that  are  culpable. 
Sometimes  they  fall  upon  the  upright  ; 
through  mifapprehcnfions,  jealoufies  atten- 
dant upon  a  warm  paflion  for  liberty,  heavy 
burdens  and  difappointmcuts  fermenting 
the  fpirir,  or  under  fome  particular  malevo- 
lent influence.    Mofcs  was  JaitbfUl  in  all 
God's  houfey  but  for  an  txtraprdinary  divine 
interpofal  he  would  have  fuffered  from  thofe 
for  whom  he  fo  fervently  pleaded.    If  ir- 
rael  is  deemed  an  exception  to  the  rc(t  of 
mankind  let  us  look,  clfcwhere.  ThcAthe- 
n'tans  were  the  moft  polite  and  feufible  peo- 
ple on  earth  ;   quick  in  difcerning  merit, 
and  ready  to  embrace  it.    Yet  thofe  for 
whom  they  ordained  public  honours,  by 
reafon  of  unfortunate  events  in  which  they 
had  no  (hare,  felt  the  weight  of  their  dif- 
pleafure.    Even  Arifiides  by  the  fuperior 
intereft  of  a  povi-'erful  adverfary,  endur'd 
the  fevcrity  q{  Ojlracifm^  wifhing  as  he  re- 
linquifhed  his  country  that  it  might  never 
want  him.    Now  when  fuch  a  difaftrous 
lot  befals  a  faithful  ruler,  leading  him  to  a 
folema  retrofpcct,  va(t  indeed  mufl:  be  his 
happinefs  with  the  teftimony  of  confcience 
in  his  favour.    He  hath  that  within  which 
is  far  more  than  a  ballance  to  what  he  feels 

from 
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from  without, (though  thatmuftbe  painful) 
he  hath  Oijoy  unfpeakable^  which  ;/o  man  can 
take  from  him. 

But  fuppofing  fuch  i^day  as  this  never 
to  happen,  yet  mortality  is  the  end  of  all 
men.  Rulers  are  ftilcd  gods  as  in  an  eleva- 
ted ilatioii,  but  they  mull:  die  like  men,  Ly- 
ing upon  the  bed  of  death  that  ferious  re- 
flexion is  fcarce  avoidable  which  a  crowd 
of  bufinefs  and  fplendid  fcenes  prevented  in 
fomc.  How  diftrcfTing  mufl:  be  that  period, 
to  one  who  for  long  time  hath  loft  light  of 
his  errand,  and  perverted  the  ends  of  his 
divine  appointment,  oppreffed  v^'iih  guilt 
peculiarly  accumulated  ?  On  the  contrary 
what  tranfports  arc  at  this  feafon  the  por- 
tion of  him,  who  hath  exercifed  a  confdence 
void  of  offence,  whofe  applaufe  reaches  to  the 
latefl:  moments  \  Remember  O  Lord,  as  once 
a  jewilh  monarch,  fays  hc,(as  fuppofed  upon 
the  verge  of  life  )  bono  I  have  -walked  before 
thee  in  truth,  and  iv/lh  a  perfeH  heart,  and 
kive  done  that  luhich  is  good  in  thy  fight,  and 
fmilcs  in  the  pangs  of  diffolving  nature. 


3.   This  claufe  maybe  undcrftood  as 
denoting  a  ruler's  faith  in  and  hope  of  the 
D  2  gra- 


28       An  ELECTION  SERMON. 


gracious  rewards  of  futurity  agreable  to 
his  fervices. 

However  important  the  clifpute  may 
be  concerning  tlie  intimation  of  future  hap- 
pinefs  in  the  old  teftament,  'tis  needlefs  to 
enter  upon  it  now.  Suffice  it  at  prefcnt 
that  the  Jews  in  faft  believed,  and  were 
adluated  by  it. 

Eternal  life  is  the  free  gift  of  God 
through  Jefus  Chrift  our  Lord,  but  a  gift 
appropriated  to  thofe  who  poffcfs  a  temper 
devoted  to  his  fcrvice  and  glory,  and  bc- 
ftowed  according  to  their  alFiduity  in  his 
work.  Agreably  our  divine  prophet  hath 
reprefented  mankind  as  fervants,  bctrufted 
with  pounds  or  talents — fomething  improve- 
able,  and  diftinguifhed  as  they  gained  by 
trading. 

What  reflraint  is  the  faith  which  is  the 
fuh (lance  of  things  hoped  for,  and  the  evidence 
of  things  not  feen  from  predominant  worldly 
ambition  and  avarice,  prolific  fources  of 
venality  and  corruption  !  We  judge  of  the 
value  of  things  very  much  by  comparifon, 
and  the  profped  of  obtaining  them.  In 

nature 


An  ELECTION  SERMON.  29 


nature  and  duration  the  bleflings  above  far 
furpafs  any  thing  below.  While  they  are 
at  a  diftance  the  fiiperiority  does  not  appear 
in  a  llriking  light,  but  brought  near  to  the 
foul  how  is  every  enchanting  obje^l  here 
diminifhed  !  Still  docs  the  eftimation  in- 
creafe  when  there  is  ftrong  confolation 
through  grace  of  an  heirfhip  to  them. 

With  this'faith  and  hope  who  among 
the  fons  of  the  mighty  can  burn  with  rcft- 
lefs  defires  of  mounting  higher  in  the  fcale 
of  human  glory,  indilferent  to  any  methods 
ofad vancement however  bafe  or  unworthy  ? 
Incongruous  herewith  is  an  infatiable  grec- 
dinefs  of  wealth,  an  unbridled  appetite  to 
the  wages  of  unrighteoufnefs.  The  crown 
ujhtch  fadeth  not  away  referved  in  heaven,  and 
a  fair  reverfionary  inheritance  in  the  king' 
dom  which  cannot  be  moved,  being  objecfls  up- 
on which  the  mind  is  fixed,  temptations 
frpm  this  world  muft  lofe  their  flrength. 

That  God  is  not  unrighteous  to  forget 
the  work,  and  labour  of  love  jliewed  towards 
his  name  and  people,  being  deeply  imbib'd 
in  the  heart,  is  a  powerful  impulfc  with  a 
ruler  to  unfhaken  perfeverance  in  duty.  By 

patient 
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patient  continuance  in  well  doings— a  zeal 
unabated  by  refcntmcnt,  undifmayed  by  dif- 
ficulties, he  feeks  for  the  fublimc  honour,  the 
inimenfe  treafures  of  imtnortalitj.  If  his  work 
is  attended  with  embarraffinents  very  exer- 
cifing,  difcharging  it  with  fidelity  'tis  enough 
that  this  luork  ij  with  the  Lord  and  his  re- 
ward with  his  God  ; — that  God  who  with 
unerring  reditude  weighs  thea6lions  of  his 
•fervants,  with  all  the  enhancing  circum- 
f''"'nces  attending  them,  and  will  award  a 
tij  accordingly,  m  that  day  when  the 
flings  of  the  earth,  and  great  men,  lhal!  in 
Their  united  nature  Hand  before  the  judg- 
ment feat  of  Chrill,  to  receive  decilive 
lentence  for  eternity. 

.  Such  are  the  fentiments  which  arife  in 
contemplation  upon  this  text  of  facred 
fcripturc,  which  fhould  be  wrote  in  deep 
and  lalting  characlers  upon  the  hearts  of 
every  one  that  ruleih  over  men,  and  upon 
which  the  general  temper  and  tenor  of  adi- 
on  ought  to  be  formed.  Concurrence  with 
the  jultncfs  hereof  our  honored  fathers  in 
an  open  manner  declare,  by  coming  into 
the  temple  this  morning,  that  the  weighty 
^iffairs  which  are  to  be  tranfafted  may  be 
introduced  by  the  word oj  God  and prajer. 

How 
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How  great  is  the  privilege  by  which 
civil  rulers  arc  tlillinguifhcd  by  God,  while 
they  have  it  in  their  hands  above  moft:  o- 
thers  to  do  good  to  his  people  ? — a  privilege 
this  with  which  the  external  badges  of 
greatnefs,  the  tokens  of  fubmiflion  and  rc- 
fpeci  juftly  belonging  to  them,  or  the  moft 
ample  revenues  annex'd  to  their  office,  are 
not  worthy  to  be  compared  ; — a  privilege 
augmented  according  to  the  elevation  of 
dignity. 

The  chief  magiftratc  of  this  province 
hath  eminent  advantages  to  /erve  this  people. 
With  pleafure  we  own  his  capdcity,  and  re- 
ly upon  his  difpofition  to  improve  //  for  this 
purpofe.  May  his  Excellency  continued  at 
the  head  ofadminillration  be  guided  by  di- 
vine counfel,  affifted  to  the  difcharge  of  the 
duties  of  his  fliation,  meet  with  the  accep- 
tance of  thofe  over  whom  he  hath  autho- 
rity, the  fmiles  of  his  mafter  under  whom 
he  ads,  and  what  is  infinitely  more  the 
commendation  of  his  fupreme  judge. 

Through  the  tender  mercy  of  ourGod 
upon  us  the  day  is  returned  wherein  the 
eledive  power  veiled  in  two  branches  of 

the 
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the  legiflature  for  our  benefit  is  to  be  im- 
proved. The  fubje6l  upon  which  I  have 
been  treating  points  out  their  duty  in  the 
choice  of  his  Majefty's  Council.  So  great 
a  truft  as  is  lodg'd  in  this  part  of  the  Gene- 
ral Aflembly,  mod  certainly  ought  to  be 
repofed  in  fuch  as  manifeftan  high  opinion 
of  the  kind  ends  for  which  government  is 
inftituted,  and  their  value  of  a  place  in  it 
for  the  exercife  of  a  benevolent  public  fpirit, 
— who  in  addition  to  political  wifdom, 
difcovcr  a  mind  imprelTed  with  a  fenfe  of 
religion,  which  will  render  them  impreg- 
nable to  any  attacks  upon  their  virtue,  in- 
fpire  them  with  heroic  fortitude  in  every 
exigency,  and  an  unlhaken  rcfolution  to 
fpend  and  be  fpent  in  the  execution  of  the 
charge  devolved  on  them.  In  the  choice 
of  fuch  the  whole  community  is  greatly 
intereftcd.  Sollicitudc  that  thefc  have  a 
feat  at  the  Council  Board  will  poITefs  each 
one  upon  whom  itdepeixls,  who  is  defirous 
of  the  anfvver  of  a  good  confcicnce  towards 
God,  and  of  giving  up  his  account  with 
joy.  Fully  perfwaded  of  the  critical  in- 
fpedlion  of  the  mofl:  High,  and  impartially 
confulting  the  monitor  within,  we  truft 
the  heads  of  our  tribes  will  fo  a6t  this  day, 

as 
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as  that  they  and  we  may  rejoice  together, 
— they  in  remembrance  of  their  upright- 
liefs,  we  in  the  bleflings  derived  from  ic. 

May  God  be  prefent  with  the  AJfemUy 
nf  the  mighty  through  the  year,  inftruding 
hisfeirvalits  in  the  things  of  our  peace^  and  in- 
clining them  with  one  heart  and  one  foul  to 
purfue  them. 

Th  e  burdens  of  faithful  magiftrates  are^ 
at  all  times  heavy,  but  have  been  greatly 
increafed  in  the  months  which  have  pafled 
over  us.  Serious  perfons  anxiotis  for  them- 
felves  and  offspring,  have  not  been  unmind- 
ful of  the  perplexing  cares  of  their  rulers, 
nor  without  defires  that  they  might  be  di- 
re^ed  and  fudained. 

Under  our  forrows  and  diftrefTes,  we 
have  not  been  without  confoUttory  prof- 
pe<fts,  and  thofe  upon  whofe  hearts  th« 
profperity  of  Zion  hath  laid,  while  they 
have  poured  out  tears  unto  God^  have  revol- 
ved in  their  minds  fuch  things  as  have 
mightily  fupported  them. 


E 
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Our  fathers,  melred  vvhep  they  parted 
from  thei'r  native  country, — a?  leaving  a 
parent,  and  taught  their  off  pri:'g  to  efteem 
it  as  a  mother.  Difmifled  trom  her  bofom 
they  and  we  have  been  afflided  in  all  her 
afflictions,  and  triumphed  in  her  profpcrity. 
No  event  haih  happened  to  her  which  we 
have  not  fenfibly  felt.  Looking  upoii  liicr 
always  as  our  mother  country,  we  have 
looked  upon  ourfelves  as  children,- — of  the 
fame  family.  Our  connection  therefore 
with  her  hath  led  us  intio  4e^6P!<-Ww^  of 
-ieeing/ifacf /a,Zvr^<ij:?,_..  ,,trij  . 
a  /arf  d  )  f' /.'  ^ritnom  orii  nt  Iwlcsiarti 

At  a  diftance  from  tiae  thronej  iwitji 
c|uty  to  our  Sovereign,  we  have  confid^  in 
him,  to  gjve  us  favourable  audienta,  »fld 
extefiii-iiijyipater-fipl  ccmocrn  tpthe  remotoft 
parts  of  his  dominiopfS)— a  S^v^e'iit  who 
takcth  pleafurein  the  happinefs  of  his  people. 

OV/  ^'/J^i 

^  ,-,T«e^  wift^piB  qf  aBritifli  parlianf^^iu,  re- 
gard fp  equity— -tc?  the  welfare  of  tjae  aa- 
tiori  throughout,  mufl:  always  incline  to  a 

.Review  pf  tvety  iaoportant  affair  as  more 

'Jight  13  o.^red—f:to  allow  due  weight  to  the 
reprefentations  that  aBe  jnadq, .  to  tM'Vg*^- 
niencs  which  are  propofed. 

Jiws^  With 


•  Wtf  fit  fuch'  cdnfidci rations  h;^th  thc'dif-^ 
quietude  of  601*  minds'bccn  mucli  allayeJ', 
our  ultiin:itc  cruft  being  Oill  In  the  hope  of 
tjrael  and  thd  fiviour  thereof  hi  the  time  of 

We  have  'waited  for  thy  fnhaticn  0  God 
aJ;  iJity  that  luatchfor  the  morning. 

TH  E  m'eHy "  of  fhe  Lord  ^h'at1)  heen  it ton  ui 
according  as  xue  have  hope'd In  him.  "God  ha'tli 
fpoken  in  his  providence,  faying,  let  there 
Dd  light,  and  it  is  light ;  wc  fee  it'  a4id  are 
^lad.  May  God"  be  duly,  acknowledged, 
whofe  gOodnefs  i>  unfailing.  May  our 
warmefl:  afFcdioiis  flow  to'oui-  King,  and 
his  government  !  May  thofe  who  have  ge- 
fidrciufly  interefted'thcjrifclvcs  in  oiu"  behalf 
be  had'  by  us  ill  ev(?rlafl:ing  grateful  remem- 
brance ! 

While  every  c:ye  fparklc^  vvltli  joy, anci 
every  mouiH  is  opened  in  mutual  congra- 
tulationa,"  how"  natural'is  it  in  a  fulnefs  of 
fpirlti  \b  Anticipate  the  blcflingj  concomi- 
tant with  privileges  freely  enjoyed,— to 
look"  forward  to  a  din-ant  day  ?  We,  behold 
the  wildernefs  bloffominc*  like  a  rofe,  under 
E  2  the 
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the  cultivation  of  the  hand  of  induftry. 
We  behold  our  commercial  interefts  flour 
rifliing, — the  land  of  onr  original  pouring 
in  her  ample  ftorcs  upon  us,  for  convenience 
and  delight,  we  making  as  ample  returns,to 
the  increafe  of  her  Jirength  and  opulence, 
We  behold  a  race  of  princes  proceeding 
from  the  illuftrious  Houfe  which  now 
reigns,  ruling  ov«r  Great-Britain  and  her 
American  colonies,  'till  thefe  colonies  and 
Britain  are  no  more. 

But  in  the  midft  of  our  tranfports  let  us 
think  foberly.  Indulging  high  expectations 
of  feeing  the  goad  of  God's  chofen,  we  ough^ 
to  remember  that  liberty, — the  beft  civil 
privileges  which  can  be  imagined,  by  no 
means  neceflitate  the  happinefs  of  the  fub? 
jeils.  With  thele  alone,  with  thefe  mifim- 
proved,  we  do  but  dream  of  becorping  greac 
and  glorious. 

If  when  that  is  removed  which  fo  great- 
ly  opprefTed  our  fpirits,  inteftine  heats 
fhould  prevail,  and  every  thing  be  made 
matter  of  fharp  difpute,  iJ  we  ihould  crum- 
ble into  parties,  each  one  ftriving  with  ve- 
hemence for  the  raaflery,  if  crowned  with 

profperity 
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profperity  we  fhould  grow  proud  in  heart, 
and  forget  God,  and  make  proficiency  in 
extravagance,  luxury,  and  every  vice  de- 
pendant upon  plenty,  how  fad  would  be 
our  condition  ?  This  (  I  was  going  to  fay  ) 
would  be  like  children,  to  throw  away 
"liyhat  wc  now  feem  fo  much  pleafed  with  ; 
happy  if  no  more  than  children  we  were 
risfponfible  for  our  conduct.  But  the  cx- 
preffion  is  not  ftrong  enough.  This  is  more 
than  merely  to  ncgledt  the  proper  improve- 
ment oi  thegifts  of  God, — 'tis  turning  them 
againft  our  fupreme  benefactor,  and  per- 
verting the  means  of  happinefs  to  our  ag- 
gravated ruin*  Ky^^itfg  the  counfel  of  God 
again/1  our/eivei,  we  cannot  look  for  any 
thing  but  deJiruBion  to  advance  like  an  ir- 
refiftable  whirlwind,  and  that  when  iue  call, 
God  fhould  r^fufe  fo  hear, — that  he  fhpuld 
laugh  at  our  calamity,  and  mock  when  tcrrpf 
invades  us. 

But  we  hope  better  things, — that  our 
liberty  will  be  ufed  by  all  ranks  and  orders, 
as  the /ervants  of  God,  that  in  love  we  fhall 
affifl  and  fupport  one  another — that  hence- 
forth we  fhall  ferve  God  in  truth,  and  with 
a  perfeff  heart,  confdering  what  great  things 
he  hatk  done  for  us,  T  H  K 
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•Th  e  truths' ^l^ich  hstve  been  ex-pat'ut6d 
xtpoit  this  morhing  as  agreabie  to  m^'  text", 
arc  not  tinappHcable  to  a  people.    iThc  de- 
ftgti  of  civil  adminiftration  being  tKe  war- 
fare 6f  communities,  it  is  clear  that  unlirrii- 
tdtf  fubmiffion, — fabmiflion  in  all  cafts, 
cartnot  be  duty,    ft  is  as  clear  that  when  in 
tfit"  general  adminilVration  this  defign  is' 
Ifcpt  ill  view,  and  profecuted,  refpedl  and^ 
fabjeiflion  are  due  to  thofe  concerned  in  it.; 
If  rulers  are  to  have  habitual  regard"  to 
the-  approbation  of  heaven,    the  dictates' 
of  confcience,  and  future  bleflednefs,  fo 
fhonid  thofe  in  inferior  ftations.    The  civil* 
diftili6lions  which  fubfift  here  among  men, 
although  necellary  to  the  well-being  of  the 
•world,  are  yet  but  fmall,  compared'  with' 
that  moral  and  probationary  llght.in  which' 
afU  mankind  are  to  bie  confidered  as  {landing 
upon  a  lerci! 

If  thefe  things  are  fuitably  digcfled  we 
fliall  be  led  to  that  temper,  and  converfa-, 
tion,  which  forming  the  general  charh^er", 
cannot  fail  to  make  us  happy. 

^ -Ma  V  God  imprint  them  upori  our  hearts',' 
dnd  fulfil  to  us  his  ancient  promifes,  deli- 
:  •  ^  ^'ered 
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vered  in  the  nobleft  drains  by  the  enligh- 
tened prophet,  with  which  I  clofe. 

O  thou  affli^ed,  tojfed  with  tempefl,  and  not 
comforted,  behold  I  will  lay  thy  Jlones  with  fair 
colours y  and  lay  thy  Joundations  with fapf  hires, 

 For  hrafs  I  will  bring  gold,  and  for  iron  I 

•will  bring  filver,  and  for  wood  hrafs  ^  and  Jor 
Jiones  iron  :  I  will  aljo  make  thine  officers  peace, 

find  thine  exaHors  righteoufnefs .  thy  -people 

alfo  Jhall  be  all  righteous  ;  they  Jhall  inherit  the 
land  forever  ythe  branch  of  my  planting^the  work 
of  my  hands ^  that  I  may  be  glorified. 
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A  N 

Ordination  Sermon. 

10(XX>C><>C<XXX>OC><>O<X><X><><XXXXX><X><>O<><^ 

Luke  XII.  42 — 46. 

And  the  Lord  /aid,  who  then  is  that  faithjul  and 
wife  Stezuard,  whom  his  Lord  Jhall  make  ruler 
over  his  Houjhold,  to  give  them  their  portion  of 
meat  in  due  feafon  ? 

Bleffed  is  that  Servant  whom  his  Lord  when  he 
cometh  ffjall  find  fo  doing. 

Of  a  truth  I  fay  unto  you,  he  will  make  him  Ruler 
over  all  that  he  hath. 

But,  and  if  that  Servant  fay  in  his  Heart,  my 
Lord  delayeth  his  coming ;  and  fhall  begin  to 
beat  the  men-fervants  and  maidens,  and  to  eat 
and  drink,  and  to  be  drunken : 

The  Lord  of  that  fervant  will  come  in  a  day  when 
he  looketh  not  for  him,  and  at  an  hour  when  he  is 
not  aware,  and  will  cut  him  in  funder,  and  will 
appoint  fiijn  his  portion  with  the  unbelievers. 

AS  a  grand  purpofe  for  which  Chriftianity 
is  revealed  is  to  refine  the  minds  of  men 
from  the  corruption  which  is  in  the 
world  through  luft,  and  lead  them  into  a  conver- 
A  2  fation 
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fation  very  different  from  the  maxims  which  the 
wifdom  of  the  world  fuggefls,  fo  it  was  neceflary 
that  motives  Ihould  be  offered  which  fliould  ovcr- 
ballancc  thofe  which  are  temporal,  and  fet  in  fuch 
a  light  as  to  be  of  fufficient  ftrength  to  fupport 
them  under  that  fingularity  of  charafter  they  were 
to  afpire  after  and  maintain,  and  which  in  forae 
cafes  efpecially  would  expofe  them  to  peculiar 
difficulties.  Accordingly  our  bleffed  Lord  having 
arifen  upon  the  ftage,  while  he  inculcated  exalted 
heights  of  virtue,  led  his  hearers  to  the  future 
flate,  and  derived  arguments  from  thence  of  force 
enough  to  infpire  them  with  the  firmed;  refolution 
to  aim  at  and  purfue  them.  He  fpake  as  one  in- 
timately acquainted  with  the  invifible  world — 
opened  the  Icenes  of  it — peremptorily  afferted  the 
fcparate  exigence  of  the  foul — it's  reunion  to  the 
body  at  an  appointed  period,  and  diftin(fHy  enlarged 
upon  the  procefs  of  the  final  judgment. 

But  however  important  thefe  truths  are,  they 
mud  be  fuppofed  to  operate  but  in  proportion  to 
their  continued  imprcfliou  upon  the  mind.  They 
are  unfeen  and  future;  we  are  converfaiit  with 
objefts  which  being  fenllble,  are  apt  to  divert  thg 
attention  from  thofe  of  faith,  efpecially  in  an  uni- 
form courfe  of  things,  and  falling  in  with  a  de- 
praved tafte  to  lull  us  into  fecurity.  This  our 
Lord  well  knew,  and  therefore  in  the  preceding 
context  is  pleafed  to  propofe  himfelf  as  the  head 
of  a  family,  leaving  it  upon  feme  occafion,  and 

ordering 
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ordering  his  fervants  to  wait  for  his  return,  which 
was  uncertain,  and  to  be  in  readinefs  to  attend 
upon  him  at  whatever  hour  he  (hould  arrivCk 
and  clofes  With  an  exhortation  to  vigilance;  and  an 
aflive  preparation  for  his  approach. 

This  parable,  though  delivered  in  fimplicity  of 
ftile,  contains  very  moving  fentiments,  and  it  is 
not  ftrange  if  the  hearers  were  awakened  by  it  to 
a  ferious  concern, — efpecially  the  apoftles  who 
entertained  a  deep  veneration  for  their  mafter. 
It  was  applicable  to  all  to  whom  it  was  uttered, 
but  they  being  his  feleft  and  conftant  attendants, 
it  was  natural  for  Peter  to  enquire,  Lord  fpeakefl 
thou  this  parable  to  us  or  even  to  all  ?  To  this  our 
text  is  a  reply ;  and  in  it  there  is  a  fufficient  decla- 
ration that  however  mankind  are  interefted  in  it  at 
large,  yet  there  was  a  peculiar  reference  to  them 
and  their  fuccelTors.  In  the  words  we  may  obfervc, 

I.  An  intimation  of  the  Ofice  and  Work  to  which 
the  chriflian  minifter  is  appointed,  and  the  Qua- 
lities he  (hould  poffefs  and  excrcife. 

II.  His  Bleflednefs. 

III.  A  Reprefentation  of  the  reverfe  of  the  truly 

minifterial  charafter  A  degeneracy  from  the 

purpofes  for  which  the  office  was  inftituted  into 
the  vileft  courfes. 

rV.  The  awful  fate  of  him  who  is  thus  guilty. 

Ik 
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Ijj  the  firft  place  we  may  obferve  an  intimaiioa 
in  the  text  of  the  Office  and  Work  to  which  the 
chriftian  minifter  is  appointed,  and  the  ^al'tties 
he  (hould  poflefs  and  exercife.  Who  then  is  that 
faithful  and  wife  fieward,  whom  his  Lord  fhall 
make  ruler  aver  his  houfhold,  to  give  them  their  por- 
tion of  meat  in  due  feafon  ? 

By  the  houfliold  of  Chrift  are  doubtlefs  in- 
tended thofe  who  profefs  faith  of  his  gofpel,  and 
are  called  by  his  name — the  fociety  of  his  difciplcs 
as  feparated  and  diftinguifhed  from  the  world. 
Thus  we  read  of  the  houfhold  of  faith  ^  in  diftinc- 
tion  from  the  infidel  part  of  mankind  ;  and  of  the 
Gentiles  acquainted  with  the  gofpel  and  embracing 
it,  that  they  are  no  more  Jlrangers  as  in  a  ftate  of 
paganifm,  but  of  the  houfhold  of  God  f — incorpo- 
rated with  his  people.  As  exprelTed  in  the  text, 
this  houfliold  is  a  company  of  fervants.  They 
acknowledge  Chrifl  as  Lord,  attending  fuch  inflitu- 
tions  as  are  fignificant  of  fubmilTion  to  his  will  and 
authority,  and  a  devotednefs  to  his  fervice.  With- 
out comprehending  all  that  pay  a  vifible  regard  to 
Chrift,  however  it  may  not  be  in  the  fullefl  man* 
ner,  we  ftiall  bring  the  bufinefs  of  chriflian  mini- 
fters  within  much  narrower  reftri^Hons  than  will 
well  confift  with  the  compalTion  and  grace  of  him 
Mfho  hath  appointed  them.  This  houfliold  may 
be  confidered  in  a  more  general  light — as  including 
fuch  as  own  Chrift  in  his  characters  and  relations 

however 
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however  difperfed  abroad,  or  more  particularly  as 
coliedcd  into  fmallcr  bodies  for  religious  purpofes. 
Having  premifcd  thus  much,  I  proceed  to  feme 
particular  articles  under  this  general  head. 

L  We  have  the  Office  ajid  Work  of  a  miniller 
of  Chrift. 

He  is  a  fteward.    A  fleward  is  an  upper  fer- 
vant,  with  whom  the  head  of  a  family  or  pro- 
prietor of  an  eftate  entrufts  his  affairs.  Thus 
Abraham  had  a  Jleward  of  his  houfe^  who  it  is 
probable  is  the  fame  that  is  elfewhere  faid  to  rule 
over  all  that  he  had.  \    So  Jofcph  ordered  the 
ruler  of  his  houfe  \  to  make  ready  provifions  for  the 
entertainment  of  his  guefts,  which  perfon  feems  to 
be  the  fame  who  is  afterwards  called  his  Jle'ward.% 
His  bufinefs  was  to  infpeft  the  concerns  of  the 
family,  and  deal  out  provifions  to  the  members  of  it. 
The  Itarlon  was  honourable  and  ufeful.  The 
minifter  of  Chrift  is  a  ruler  over  his  houfliold. 
This  is  a  frequent  ftile  in  which  he  is  mentioned 
in  the  nev/  teilament,  but  how  far  the  title  may  be 
extended  hath  been  matter  of  difpute.    If  flewards 
had  formerly  an  abfolute  power  we  cannot  colleft 
herefrom  the  fame  of  miuilters.    Parables  convey 
general  truths  not  particular  and  circumftantial. 
Nor  may  we  carry  their  authority  in  thefe  later 
days  ib  high  as  that  of  the  apoftles.    They  being 
infpired  their  dire£tions^  and  orders  were  infallible. 
Yet  they  muft  be  allowed  a  fuperiority  to  the 
houfliold  in  every  age. 

B  Christians 
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Christiaks  being  combined  into  fociety,  aflb- 
dating  together  by  rules  and  ordinances  calculated 
for  the  promoting  the  glory  of  Chrift,  the  advance- 
ment of  his  kingdom, and  their  edification  in  a  com- 
plex view,  it  feems  as  in  all  political  bodies  that 
they  fliould  have  fome  head  that  they  may  deter- 
mine and  aft  with  regularity.    Such  is  the  place  a 
chriflian  minifier  fuftains.    He  is  to  lead  in  eccle- 
Caftical  afts  of  government— preparing  matters  for 
and  prefcnting  them  to  fociety— preferving  deco- 
nim  in  debates — propofmg  things  to  their  determi- 
ijation — declaring  and  executing  it.    They  arc 
itiled  elders*  who  being  perfons  of  age  and  expe- 
rience had  formerly  a  priority  in  afl!emblies — Over- 
feers,  ]  bifhops  or  prefidents.    But  when  we  read 
in  the  days  of  infpiration  and  while  the  apofllee 
(infallible  guides  of  the  church)  lived,  that  the  mul- 
titude of  the  difciples  were  convened  to  chufe  their 
officers  J — that  elders  were  ordained  §  by  the  voice 
of  thofe  over  whom  they  were  fet,  when  our  Lord 
gives  in  charge  to  bring  the  cafe  of  an  obftinate 
offending  brother  to  the  church, |(  and  the  church  is 
commanded  to  put  away  wicked  perfons,  §§  and  to 
withdraw  from  fuch  as  walk  diforderly,    we  can- 
not in  reafon  fuppofe  that  a  minifter  hath  any  juft 
claim  to  the  fole  ordering  Chrid's  houfliold,  and 
muft  allow  that  whoever  exercifes  fuch  a  power 
ufurps  upon  the  rights  of  chriftian  fociety. 

But  we  may  underftand  our  Lord  not  fo  much 
fpeaking  of  the  government  of  his  houfliold  as  feed- 
ing 

•  Adls  XX.  17.      f  V.  28.      t  AflsVI.      §  XIV.  2^. 
II  Matt.  XVHI,         I  Cor.  V.  2  Thef.  III.  6. 
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ing  them.  Who  then  is  that—fleward  whom  hn 
Lord  hath  made  ruler,  hath  conftituted  over  hit 
houjhold  to  give  them  their  portion  of  meat  in  due 
feafin — whom  he  hath  placed  at  the  head  of  fociety, 
to  feed  them  with  food  convenient  for  them. 

Whatever  comes  under  the  denomination  of 
means  of  grace  is  fignified  by  the  meat  which  is  to 
be  difpenfed  by  Chrift's  ftewards.  Thus  St,  Paul 
alTerts  of  the  minifters  of  Chrifl  that  they  are 
Jlewards  of  the  myjieries  of  God*  declaring  the 
fublime  truths  which  were  hid  from  generations 
part  ;  and  his  exhortation  to  the  elders  of  Ephcfus 
is  to  feed  the  church  of  God.f  The  word  is  com- 
pared to  milk  and  meat,  not  merely  on  account  of 
the  difference  of  chriflian  truths,  but  as  by  the  ira- 
preffion  of  them  the  foul  exerts  vital  afts,  is  fup- 
ported  and  improves  in  holinefs.  Miniflers  are  to 
preach  the  word  for  the  converfion  of  finners — the 
turning  them  from  the  darknefs  of  ignorance  and 
vice  to  knowledge  and  holinefs,  from  the  power  of 
fatan  unto  God,  and  for  the  furtherance  of  true 
chriflians  in  the  path  of  virtue.  The  ordinances 
of  the  chriflian  church — the  pofitiveinflitutions  of 
the  gofpel  are  adapted  by  the  proper  reprefentation 
of  truth,  and  as  a  miniftraiion  of  the  fpirit,  to  re- 
ligious purpofes.  Hereby  the  divine  mercy  is 
prefented  to  view,  the  obligations  to  holinefs  are 
fet  iu  a  ftrong  light,  and  the  foul  is  fanftified,  it's 
powers  invigorated  in  the  things  of  God,  and  the 
pner  man  increafes  in  it's  conformity  to  his  image 

B  2  and 
*  ; Cor.  IV.  I.  f  A^isXX.  28. 
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and  will.  They  arc  therefore  to  be  adrainillrcd 
by  the  fteward  who  is  fet  over  ChriR's  houfliold 
as  part  of  their  provifions.  In  all  fuitable  ways, 
privately  as  well  as  by  public  ftated  labours,  is  he 
to  minifter  to  the  fouls  of  men.  He  is  to  fuppiy 
them  feafonably  with  whatever  is  fit  and  proper, 
agreable  to  their  ftate  and  circumflances — to  jeed 
the  Jheep  and  to  feed  the  lambs.  All  this  is  an  im- 
plication of  a  critical  infpe£tion  of  the  ftate  of  the 
houfhold,  a  careful  examination  of  their  condition. 
Hence  they  who  rule  are  faid  to  watch  for  fouls,* 
and  to  take  the  overftght  f  of  the  flock.  How  far 
fuch  a  reprefentation  may  be  recoriciled  with  plu- 
ralities  in  any  ecclefiaftical  conflitution  I  fliall  not 
pretend  to  fayj  but  certainly  they  are  felf-con- 
demned,  who  while  they  deem  the  non-refidence 
of  minifters  a  faulr,  either  practice  or  vindicate 
ordinations  at  Urge  among  themfelves. 

II.  We  may  confider  ChnJPs  appointment  of 
Rewards  over  his  houfhold. 

Our  Lord  Jefus  is  exalted  to  the  right  hand  of 
power — all  things  are  committed  to  him,  and  he  is 
the  head  of  his  body  the  church.  Hence  as  he 
was  leaving  the  world  he  commilBoned  his  apofllcs 
to  go  and  teach  all  nations,  baptizing  them,  and 
promifed  to  be  with  them  to  the  end  of  the  world, 
which  fccms  fairly  to  denote  a  fucceflion  of  chriftian 
minifters.    They  went  far  and  wide  preaching  the 

gofpcl 
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jjofpel,  and  collet^ing  an  houfhold.  This  done, 
they  ordained  elders  in  every  church,*  or  left 
evangelifts  to  fet  in  order  things  which  were  want' 
ing  f  by  fuch  ordination,  well  knowing  that  the 
caufe  of  chriflianity  could  not  be  promoted  to  the 
beft  advantage  where  it  was  planted  by  the  fame 
method  whereby  it  was  propagated,  nor  the  houf- 
hold  be  properly  ferved  but  by  fixed  ftewards. 
But  there  is  nothing  fuperfluous  in  the  divine 
government.  The  canon  of  fcripture  therefore 
being  complcat  (wherein  are  directions  concerning 
the  qualifications  of  ftewards  and  their  bufinefs) 
and  chriftian  focieties  being  erected,  the  extraordi- 
nary officers  and  influences  nccelTary  to  the  infant 
ftate  of  the  church  arc  ceafcd,  and  ftewards  are 
appointed  by  Chrift  in  the  way  of  his  ordinary 
providence.  A  perfon  prepares  for  this  office  by 
the  improvement  of  means  whereby  minifterial 
gifts  are  to  be  obtained,  and  being  difpofed  to  re- 
ligion and  the  fcrvice  of  fouls,  and  invited  by 
fociety  to  engage  in  it,  Chrift  calls  him.  Accept- 
ing the  care  of  a  fteward  to  which  he  is  invited 
he  is  conftituted  fuch  by  Chrift,  and  the  laying 
on  of  the  liands  of  the  presbytery  with  prayer  is 
his  folemn  induction  into  his  ftation  and  work. 
If  there  are  any  who  pretend  to  more  than  this — 
to  an  immediate  call  from  heaven,  an  extraordinary 
defignation  to  office,  we  only  aflc  for  extraordinary 
evidence,  it  being  highly  reafonable  that  the  proof 
of  any  pretences  be  in  proportion  to  their  nature,  in 
order  to  obtain  credit, 

Ws 
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We  are  further  to  confider, 

III.  The  Qualities  which  Chrifl's  ftewards 
fliould  poflefs  and  exercife.  Who  then  is  z  faith- 
ful and  wife  fleward  ?  Faithfulnefs  and  wifdom  arc 
charafleriftic  of  this  fleward.  They  may  be  con- 
fidered  diftin£Wy. 

I.  Christ's  fleward  fhould  be  faithful.  Faiths 
fulnefs  may  have  refpeft  to  a  teflimony  given,  or  to 
fome  trujl.  If  we  underfland  it  in  the  firfl  fenfc 
our  Lord  defcribes  his  fleward  as  a  believer. 

He  receives  the  atteflations  cx)nceming  Chrift 
as  divine,  and  efleems  this  to  be  a  faithful  faying 
and  worthy  of  all  acceptation  that  ^efus  Chrijl  came 
into  the  world  to  fave  finners,  and  that  having  rifen 
from  the  dead  and  afcended  to  glory,  he  is  a  prieft 
upon  a  throne,  interceding  and  ruling  for  the  good 
of  his  people.  He  receives  all  he  uttered — the 
doftrines  of  his  kingdom  and  rules  of  conduft  as 
true,  and  looks  forward  with  full  perfuafion  of 
the  reality  of  another  world  to  it's  rewards  and 
punifliments,  as  powerful  motives  to  aftion.  The 
gofpel  is  imprinted  upon  his  heart.  He  admires 
it— it  hath  an  habitual  influence  upon  his  temper 
and  conduft. 

But  though  the  word  in  our  text  fometimes 
fignifies  a  believer,  yet  more  commonly  in  the  new 
teflament  one  who  is  true  to  his  engagements, 
honejl  and  upright  in  the  difcharge  of  duty.  So 

may 
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may  we  underftand  it  here.  Thus  the  apoftle  faith 
it  is  required  in  Jlewards  that  a  man  be  found 
faithful.^ 

The  faithful  fleward  hath  flri6l  refped  to  the 
will  of  his  Lord  in  managing  the  affairs  of  his 
houfhold.  He  is  governed  neither  by  humour  or 
imagination,  intercft  or  paflion  in  his  habitual 
courfe.  His  mind  being  open  to  conviftion,  and 
diverted  of  prevailing  corrupt  prejudice,  he  follows 
with  a  good  degree  of  impartiality  the  orders  of 
the  King  in  Zion.  What  faith  the  fcriptures  is 
the  grand  queftion,  the  anfwer  to  which  determines 
his  judgment.  The  wife  and  good  he  efteeras, 
their  fentiments  thinks  worthy  of  confideration, 
but  weighs  with  care,  approves  and  rejefts  as  they 
are  found  wanting  or  come  up  to  the  facred  ftan- 
dard.  Schemes  may  be  devifed  which  arc  inge- 
nious, and  reafons  urged  for  their  taking  place 
which  are  plaufibic,  but  to  be  admitted  they  ftiould 
have  the  ftamp  of  divine  authority,  and  a  de- 
parture from  truth  and  inflitutions  revealed  being 
derogatory  from  the  crown  and  dignity  of  him  who 
is  fole  Lord  of  his  own  liouftiold  is  a  violation  of 
fidelity. 

The  faithful  fleward  diligently  applies  himfelf 
to  the  work  affigned  him.  Not  flothfu!  in  bufmefs, 
but  by  a  ciofe  and  fervent  addrefs  to  the  duties 
of  his  ftation  he  ferves  the  Lord.  The  title  he 
wears  is  not  merely  honorary ;  it  implies  labour. 

He 
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He  who  through  idlenefs  is  unacquainted  with 
the  flate  of  the  houihold,  who  flightly  performs 
his  duty  to  or  negleils  them,  is  unfaithful  to 
Chrift  and  the  fouls  of  men.  The  extraordinary 
outpouring  of  the  fpirit  in  the  firft  age  of  chriftia- 
nity  was  not  defigned  in  all  cafes  to  fupcrfede 
fludy,  much  lefs  may  a  pretence  to  high  regard  to 
his  influence  now  be  judged  a  valid  plea  for  remiff- 
nefs  herein.    Saint  Paul's  charge  to  Timothy  is. 

Give  attendance  to  reading.  Meditate  upon  thefe 

things*  and  yet  he  was  partaker  of  the  extraordi- 
nary gifts  of  the  fpirit  by  the  laying  on  of  the 
hands  of  the  apollle.  f  Secular  concerns,  pleafura- 
ble  amuferaents,  fiiould  not  divert  a  minifter  of 
Chrift  from  his  proper  work,  nor  an  indulged  love 
of  eafe  make  him  content  with  fuperficial  prepara- 
tion for  public  fervice,  nor  yet  fhould  the  peculiar 
acceptance  which  loofe  indigeftcd  performances 
may  fometimes  meet  with  prevail  upon  him  to 
relax  upon  this  head.  The  faithful  ileward  Ihould 
be  follicitous  that  he  may  lay  up  treafure  from 

whence  he  may  bring  out  things  new  and  old  

divine  truths  from  the  old  teftament  and  new,  to 
the  advantage  of  thofe  with  whom  he  convcrfes 
and  to  whom  he  preaches.  Fidelity  engages  to 
the  execution  of  every  part  of  the  office  received 
from  Chrift,  whether  in  public  difcourfe  and 
prayer,  the  adminiftration  of  ordinances,  or  more 
private  applications,  not  curforily  but  agreable  to 
the  importance  of  the  duties. 

The 
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The  faithful  few'ard  perfeveres  in  his  work. 
To  defert  his  port  before  he  hath  leave  from  his 
mafter  ill  confifts  with  the  fidelity  of  a  lleward. 
Heavy  trials  he  may  meet  with  in  the  profecutiou 
of  his  work  from  thofe  of  the  houfliold,  which 
may  extort  that  cry,  0  that  I  had  ivings  like  a 
cfove,  that  I  might  /lee  away  a?id  be  at  rejl.  But 
the  upright  mull  hold  on  his  way.  A  timid  fpiric 
muft  be  guarded  againll,  which  mdy  prompt  him 
to  quit  his  charge,  and  fuch  a  pacific  temper  and 
fondnefs  of  quiet  as  may  incline  him  precipitately 
to  leave  the  field  of  contention  and  war.  What- 
ever may  confift  with  a  capacity  of  ufefulnefs 
(hou)d  be  patiently  borne,  and  none  of  the  hard 
things  which  come  upon  him  fliould  move  him 
from  his  allotted  duty.  Much  lefs  may  he  merely 
from  profpcft  of  fecular  advantage  throw  up  his 
office.  He  fliould  fteadily  purfue  his  courfc  fur- 
rounded  with  temptations. 

2.  Christ's  fteward  fliould  he -wife. 

By  wifdom  we  may  underhand  knouiledge. 
For  if  the  prieft's  lips  fliould  prefervc  knowledge 
under  the  law  of  Mofcs,  much  more  fliould'  the 
minifter  of  an  higher  and  more  excellent  difpen- 
fation  poffcfs  it.  Having  reafoned  well  upon  the 
being,  perfe£Uons,  and  providence  of  God,  articles 
of  natural  religion  prefuppofed  to  revealed,  and 
gained  juft  conceptions  of  them,  he  fliould  endea- 
vour to  obtain  clear  apprehenfions  of  the  gcfpel 
fyftem,  by  an  intenfe  learch  into  the  fountain  of 
facred  fcience,  by  an  application  to  thofe  branches 
C  of 
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of  literature  which  unfold  the  cufloras  of  antiquitjr 
and  the  idiom  of  the  language  of  iufpiration,  and 
acquainting  himfelf  with  judicious  comments  upoo 
the  oracles  of  truth ;  ever  joining  herewith  earnell 
prayers  to  the  Father  of  Lights  for  the  guidance 
and  affidance  of  the  bleffed  fpirit. 

Knowledge  is  an  important  qualification  for 
an  entrance  into  the  houlhold  of  Chrift  as  a  (leward, 
and  therefore  Saint  Paul  exprefly  forbids  a  novice* 
to  be  introduced  into  the  office  of  a  bifliop — one 
raw  and  unlkilful  in  the  word  of  righteoufnefe. 

But  we  are  to  confider  wifdom  here  as  we  did 
faithfulnefs  in  a  praftical  light — as  the  application 
of  knowledge  in  the  execution  of  a  truft,  and  fo  it 
denotes  Judgment,  prudence,  and  dijcret  'ton. 

The  wife  fteward  keeping  in  view  the  interefts 
of  chriftianity  conne<?^ed  with  the  place  he  fuftain?, 
endeavours  to  fubferve  them  in  the  beft  manner. 

As  a  ruler  over  Chrift's  houQiold  wifdom  dic- 
tates, that  on  the  one  hand  he  be  far  from 
ftretching  his  prerogative  to  undue  lengths,  and 
on  the  other  that  by  a  fteady  maintenance  of  the 

authority  given  him  he  magnify  his  office  that 

fortitude  be  mixed  with  juft  moderation,  and  fuch 
raeafures  be  purfued  (fo  far  as  falls  within  his 
fphere)  as  that  liberty  and  power  may  harmonize 
&nd  the  dominioa  of  Chrifl  be  exalted. 

Ik 
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In  the  adminijlration  of  ordinances  wifdoiU  is 
Concerned  that  their  purity  be  preferved — that 
their  intention,  weight,  and  importance  appear 
with  perfpicuity, — that  the  offices  of  devotion  be 
fo  performed  as  that  the  fervors  of  gracious 
affeiftion  arifing  from  evangelic  truth  may  be 
affifted,  and  thofe  who  attend  upon  them  may  be 
made  wifer  and  better. 

•  In  preaching  the  word  wifdom  is  very  profita- 
ble to  dirp>.^.  It  will  teach  Chiiil's  fteward  td 
adapt  his  difcourfes  to  the  various  wants  of  his 
hearers,  and  to  form  his  addreifes  to  their  age, 
genius,  temptations,  moral  ilare,  prevailing  fenti- 
mcnts,  and  the  occurrences  of  divine  providence — 
to  reprefent  the  fcheme  of  chriftianity  in  its  uni- 
formity and  confiftency,  and  the  doftrines  of  the 
gofpel  in  their  ftrift  connexion,  mutual  relation,  and 
dependency — to  exhibit  religious  truth  in  a  praftical 
light,  and  fo  as  that  under  it's  influencethe  hearc 
may  be  reneweci  and  the  converfation  reformed. 

While  the  wife  fteward  urges  the  terrors  of 
the  laiv  to  awaken  in  fmners  a  jufl:  foUicitude  to 
efcape  the  wrath  to  come,  cautious  that  hope  be 
not  ftagnated,  and  the  foul  fixed  in  defpair,  he 
will  offer  the  encouragements  of  the  go/pel ;  but 
at  the  fame  time  be  far  from  fpeaking  of  the 
mercy  of  God  in  Chrift  in  fuch  loofe  undiftin- 
guiflied  language,  as  that  the  unhumbled,  unbe- 
lieving, and  impenitent,  may  repofe  themfelvcs 
upon  it  with  fecurity. 

C  2  Wnar, 
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While  he  reprefents  mankind  under  condem- 
nation, and  without  flrength,  and  the  grace  of  God 
and  the  undertaking  of  Chrift  as  the  foundation 
of  their  comfortable  profpefts,  he  will  do  it  in  fuch 
a  fort  as  that  the  importance  of  an  application 
to  the  means  of  grace  may  be  nnaintaiDed,  and 
the  obligations  to  holinefs  appear  enlarged  and 
ftrengthened. 

The  time  would  fail  me  to  expatiate  upon 
every '  article  wherein  the  wifdora  of  Chrift's 
fleward  is  concerned.  I  forbear  therefore  to  de- 
lineate him  difcouriing  upon  the  powers  of  the 
foul,  their  part  in  religion,  the  different  rank  they 
bear,  and  the  fubordination  of  the  paffions,  par- 
ticularly to  a  reftiiied  judgment — laying  open 
the  artifices  of  Satan  whereby  he  enfnarcs  fouls—, 
defcribing  the  principles  of  aftions  which  enter 
largely  into  a  determination  of  their  real  charafter 
■ — the  evidences  of  a  good  eftate,  not  merely  by 
what  is  ftiled  by  divines  a  preparatory  work,  but 
the  fruits  of  the  fpirit  vifibie  in  the  after  life. 

I  forbear  likewife  to  mention  the  part  of  wif- 
dora in  the  manner  of  difpenfing  truth  in  public, 
both  as  to  compofition  and  delivery — tJiat  it  di£htes 
the  avoiding  whatever  being  fordid  and  boifierous 
offends  the  judicious,  or  that  cxcefs  of  the  florid 
ftile,  and  theatrical  a£lion,  v/hich  by  tickling  the 
fancy,  and  captivating  the  eye,  make  an  audience 
forgetful  of  their  folid  bufinefs.  Nor  may  I 
pretend  to  fay  what  is  the  part  of  a  wife  flcward  in 

more 
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more  private  duties  of  his  office— in  admin iftring 
reproof,  healing  breaches,  vifiting  the  fick  and  dy- 
ing, applying  to  and  praying  with  them  according 
to  their  condition,  refolving  perplexing  doubts  con- 
cerning fm  and  duty  in  fpecial  cafes,  comforting  the 
feeble  minded,  and  guiding  thofe  who  are  enquiring 
the  way  to  Zion  into  the  paths  of  peace. 

'Ti  s  high  time  that  I  proceed  to  the  next  head, 

II.  To  confider  the  Blejfednefs  of  the  wife  and 
faithful  fteward.  Bkjfed  is  that  fervant  whom  his 
Lord  when  he  comet h  JJmll find  fo  doing,  condudUng 
with  wifdom  and  fidelity  in  his  office.  Of  a  truth 
I  fay  unto  you,  that  he  will  make  him  ruler  over  all 
that  he  hath.  Chrift  comes  to  his  fervants  in  his 
providence  by  death,  and  will  make  the  wife  and 
faithful  happy  in  a  ftatc  of  feparation — happy  in 
his  prefence,  and  the  tokens  of  his  approbation. 
He  will  come  to  judgment  even  as  he  afcended, 
and  will  perfonally  appear.  Then  the  wife  and 
faithful  fteward  (hall  be  blefled  in  his  united  nature. 
The  eye  and  heart  of  Chrifl  are  upon  him  here, 
but  the  titne  of  a  full  reward  is  not  yet.  In  that 
day  when  he  will  make  up  his  jewels,  he  will 
own  and  advance  him  to  diftinguifhcd  honour. 
This  is  the  meaning  of  the  exprefTion  he  will 
make  him  ruler  over  all  that  he  hath.  Thus 
flewards  of  the  houfhold  formerly  having  well 
filled  their  ftation,  were  raifed  to  greater  dignity 
—to  a  fuperintendancy  over  the  eftate.  Agreabic 
t9  the  didion  aa4  intention  of  the  text  do  we 
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find  other  paflages  of  fcriprure.  Thae  our  Lord 
fays  to  him  that  improved  his  talents.  Thou  hajh 
been  faithful  crjer  a  few  things,  I  will  make  thee 
ruler  truer  many  things  :  enter  thou  into  the  joy  of 
thy  LorcU^  So  we  are  aflured  that  they  that  be 
wife  fhall  fhine  as  the  brightnefs  of  the  firmament.  \ 
Be  thou  faithful  unto  death  (lays  Chrift  to  the 
angel  of  the  church  of  Smyrna)  and  I  will gne 
thee  a  crown  of  life.\  Honour  and  happinefs 
do  not  always  go  together  here.  A  throne  is 
often  an  uneafy  feat,  and  a  crown  is  frequently 
lined  with  thonis.  But  the  glory  which  Chriil 
will  confer  upon  his  fervants  is  joined  with  un- 
mixed bleffednefs,  in  a  Hate  where  fm  and  forrow 
are  not  to  be  found.  Here  thofe  who  receive 
honour  are  pained  in  profpeft  of  lofmg  it ;  but 
that  above  is  perpetual — a  crown  of  glory  which 
fadeth  not  away.       We  are  to  coalider, 

III.  A  reprefentation  io  the  text  of  the  reverfe 
of  the  truly  miniflerial  character — a  degeneracy 
from  the  purpofes  for  which  the  ofHce  was  infti- 
tuted  into  the  vilefl  courfes.  But,  and  if  that 
fervant  fay  in  his  heart,  my  lord  dclayeth  his 
coming  ;  and  fhall  begin  to  beat  the  men  fervants 
and  maidens,  and  to  eat  and  diink,  and  to  be 
drunken.  A  fad  and  melancholy  defcription  this 
of  a  fteward  of  Chrifl's  houlhold.  Happy  bdeed 
if  this  was  only  a  fuppofed  cafe.  But  alas !  the 
pifture  but  too  well  agrees  with  forae  who  have 
fudained  the  office  of  the  gofpel  miniilry. 

If 
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If  we  £hould  fuppofe  this  pafTage  prophetic 
of  the  romilh  hierarchy,  how  hath  it  been  fulfilled  ? 
"What  a  dreadful  tyranny  hath  been  erefted,  and 
for  ages  continued,  by  thofe  who  have  called 
therafelves  the  fucceflbrs  of  Saint  Peter,  and  the 
fervants  of  Chrifl:  by  way  of  eminence,  fupported 
and  abetted  by  their  inferior  clergy  ?  A  tyranny 
extended  over  the  confciences,  the  eftates,  and 
lives  of  men— over  individuals,  and  over  empires 

 a  tyranny  exercifed  in  all  the  methods  of 

cruelty — from  whence  have  proceeded  crufades, 
inquifitions,  and  a  feries  of  barbarities,  the  recital  of 
which  mufl:  be  too  much  for  an  heart  the  leall  tinc- 
tur'd  with  humanity.  This  is  Babylon,  arrayed  in 
purple  and  decked  with  gold — in  all  the  fplendor  and 
greatnefs  of  an  ill-claim'd  dominion,  and  drunk  with 
tlx  blood  of  the  faints,  and  of  the  martyrs  of  ^efus. 
Afluming  an  arbitrary  power  over  the  properties  of 
mankind,  and  enriched  with  the  fpoils  of  oppreffion, 
no  wonder  if  they  fattened  upon  them  by  the  indul- 
gence of  impetuous  appetite,  and  committed  iniquity 
with  greedinefs.  Luxury  and  bodily  excefles  arc 
frequent  attendants  upon  greatnefs  and  opulency, 
cfpecially  when  obtained  by  a  violation  of  right. 
Such  hath  been  the  black  character  of  the  ftewards 
of  the  papal  church  for  ages  to  this  day. 

By  the  reformation  the  authority  of  our  Lord 
over  his  houfhold  wasafferted,  in  oppofition  toanti- 
chriftian  ufurpations.  Yet  where  it  originated  from 
the  crown  the  civil  conftitution  hath  been  fo  inter- 
mingled with  the  eccleGaftical,  as  togive  the-ftewardi 

opportunity 
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opportunity  to  beat  the  men  fcrvants  and  raaideas— 
to  lord  it  over  Chriji^s  heritage,  and  the  large  re- 
venues annexed  to  their  office  have  laid  foundation 
for  licentious  living.  It  cannot  be  thought  ftrange 
if  in  fuch  circuraftances  too  great  feverity  and  rigor 
have  been  fometimes  ufed,  and  too  great  latitude 
taken  in  moral  conduft.  Bleffed  be  God  that  in 
later  times,  moderation,  and  a  generous  regard  t» 
liberty,  with  fobriety  of  converfation,  have  adorned 
many  of  the  ftewards  of  that  part  of  Chrift's  houlhold. 

"  But  can  there  be  any  danger  of  thefe  evils 
"  from  thofe  (lewards  whofc  power  is  reduced  to 
"  fuch  meafure  as  that  they  cannot  a£l  but  ia  concert 
"  with  the  refpeftive  houfholds  they  (land  related 
"  to,  and  whofe  fupport  is  moderate  T'  Undoubted- 
ly there  may.  Vicious  men  may  creep  into  the 
bed  conftituted  fociety.  The  lufts  of  the  flcfli 
and  appetites  of  the  body  may  gain  the  afcendancy 
in  any  ftate  of  things.  Ambition  may  prompt 
men  to  attempt  fomething  higher  than  they  have 
arrived  to,  though  the  profpeft  may  not  be  very 
favourable,  and  a  malevolent  fpirit  be  exerted  ac- 
cording to  the  meafure  of  power. 

Waj<.m  aflertors  of  privilege  are  fometimes  it's 
deftroyers.  Pretending  to  be  patrons  of  liberty 
they  wind  themfelves  into  confidence,  and  artfully 
unfettling  the  proper  boundaries  of  it,  lead  men 
into  licentioufnefs.  Anarchy  and  confufion  give 
the  defigning  opportunity  to  build  up  themfelves. 
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Devotion,  abftraflednefs  from  the  worl^ 
familiar  inrercourfe  with  heaven,  tender  love  to 
the  fouls  of  men,  are  excellent,  and  attraftive  of 
efteem.  High  profelTions  of  them  therefore  give 
a  fuperiority  to  others  in  the  eye  of  the  world, 
efpecially  if  joined  with  a  claim  to  infallibility. 
It  is  far  from  impoffible  that  in  the  exercife 
of  an  overbearing,  harfh,  cenforious  fpirir,  this 
fuperiority  may  be  very  grofly  abufed.  I  have 
only  to  add  under  this  head,  that  the  vices  fpecified 
in  the  text  are  charged  to  infidelity  or  fecurity  as 
the  caufe  ;  and  with  good  rcafon,  fince  the  coming 
of  Chrift,  if  realized,  muft  be  a  powerful  reftraint 
from  fuch  enormities. 

IV.  The  lad  thing  to  1)C  confidered  is  the 
aivful  fate  of  him  who  is  guilty  of  the  vices 
which  have  been  mentioned.  The  lord  of  that 
fervant  will  come  in  a  day  when  he  looketh  not  for 
him,  and  at  an  hour  when  he  is  not  aware,  and 
will  cut  him  in  funder,  and  will  appoint  him  his 
portion  with  the  unbelievers.  To  be  cut  in  funder 
is  obferved  by  a  commentator*  upon  the  text 
to  be  a  death  appropriate  to  traitors — betrayers 
of  their  country.  The  juflnefs  of  felefting  this 
fpecies  of  punifliment  therefore  for  ftewards  who 
have  denied  their  Lord,  and  facrificed  his  houf- 
hold  to  their  corrupt  views,  is  evident,  and  in 
this  light  we  cannot  but  fuppofe  it  defigned  to 
exprefs  fomething  very  fevere.  It  is  further  added 
D  that 
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that  a  portion  (hall  be  appointed  him  with  the 
unbelievers,  which  we  are  affured  is  no  other  than 
the  fecond  death. \  'Tis  faid  the  lord  of  that  fer- 
vant  will  come  to  take  vengeance  when  he  looketh 
not  for  him,  and  at  an  hour  when  he  is  not  aware. 
This  indeed  is  a  natural  and  neceflary  confequence 
of  infidelity  and  fecurity,  but  acircumftance  ferving 
to  convey  to  us  fomething  very  dreadful,  as  the  fud- 
dennefs  and  unexpcftednefs  of  any  terrible  event 
contribute  to  raife  the  confternation  and  aggravate 
the  diftrefs  of  the  mind. 

Having  thus  confideredthofe  heads  of  difcourfe 
which  were  propofed,  I  might  proceed  to  a  copious 
improvement  of  the  fubjeft.  We  are  led  by  it  into 
reflexions  upon  the  dignity  and  glory  of  our  Lord 
Jefus,  his  companion  and  grace,  the  importance  of  the 
minifterial  ofEce,  and  the  need  thofe  who  fuftain  it 
have  of  divine  influence.  It  leads  Chrift's  ftcwards 
into  recollection  of  their  temper,  and  condu£^,  to 
deep  humility,  and  repentance,  and  warm  applica- 
tion to  the  blood  of  fprinkling,  in  a  confcioufnefs  of 
failures  in  duty.  It  teaches  them  to  guard  againfl 
fenfuality — againfl  any  infringement Xi^on  the  liberty 
of  their  people  themfehes,  or  any  -violation  of  our 
conflitution  and  order  from  others,  however  attempt- 
ed under  the  pretext  of  fublime  chriftianity,  or  by 
the  moft  folemn  appeals  to  heaven.  It  fuggefts  the 
vaft  confequence  of  looking  to  things  unfeen  and 
future  continually. 

Upon 
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U?oN  fome  or  other  of  thefe  heads  I  might  hav« 
addrefled  minifters,[and  people.  But  having  run  to 
a  greater  length  in  the  doftrinal  part  of  this  dif- 

courfe  than  my  intention,  I  muft  break  off.  

Yet  nor  without  a  particular  application  to  thofewho 
are  fpecially  intereftcd  in  the  affairs  of  this  day. 

The  declaration  of  our  Lord  upon  which  we 
have  been  meditating,  hath  I  truft  filled  your  mind 
Sir  who  are  in  the  mod  public  manner  devoting 
yourfelf  to  the  fervice  of  Chrifi;  and  this  people, 
with  ferious  concern.  Hereby  you  fee  the  work 
you  are  entering  upon  to  be  great,  and  a  future 
eternal  flate  connefted  with  it— an  eternal  flatc 
which  will  be  happy,  or  miferabie,  according  to 
your  difchargc  of  it.  Never  perhaps  was  there 
more  need  of  wifdom,  never  greater  trial  of  fidelity 
than  at  this  day.  But  there  is  this  to  fupport  you, 
(and  a  mighty  fource  of  refrefhment  it  is)  that  the 
Lord  who  appoints  your  ftation  is  the  head  of  vital 
influences,  ready  to  fupply  according  to  their  exi- 
gences all  who  maintaining  proper  fenfe  of  depen- 
dency, feek  to  him  for  aid.  He  will  never  forfakc 
you  if  you  adhere  to  him  ;  his  grace  will  be  illuf- 
trated  in  enlightening  and  ftrengthening  you.  Hope 
and  fear  are  powerful  paflions  of  the  foul,  mighty 
fprings  of  a£lion.  The  grand  objects  upon  which 
they  ftiould  fix  have  been  prefented.  May  the 
terrors  of  the  Lord  caufe  you  to  keep  very  remote 
from  every  thing  contrary  to  the  law  of  fobriety— • 
to  the  law  of  charity.  By  the  joy  fct  before  you, 
D  2  ina^ 
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may  y«u  be  infpired  to  the  ehearful  performance 
cf  the  moft  arduous  fervices — to  be  ufeful  accord- 
ing to  your  befl  capacity  to  the  fouls  of  men.  May 
you  fo  aft  the  part  allotted  you,  as  that  when  your 
Lord  (hall  order  you  to  give  an  account  of  your 
ilewardlliip,  you  may  do  it  with  Joy,  and  nst  ivith 
grief,  and  through  grace  have  an  abundant  entrance 
fninijlred  to  you  into  the  everlajling  kingdom  of  your 
faviour. 

To  the  chrifliatl  fociety  ufually  worshipping  m 
this  place,  would  1  in  the  next  place  offer  a  few  words. 

It  is  not  long  fince  we  mourned  and  wept  with 
you  ray  brethren,  for  the  breach  which  God  made 
upon  you,  when  he  removed  a  wife  and  faithful 
fteward  *  from  your  head,  whofe  memory  I  truft 
will  long  be  dear  to  you.  We  wept  and  made  fup- 
plication,  and  we  hope  in  gracious  anfwer  ro  the 
prayers  you  and  we  poured  out  before  him,  he  is 
fetting  a  man  over  this  congregation.  As  it  is  a 
weighty  difficult  bufmefs  in  which  he  is  engaging, 
too  much  for  human  power  alone  confidered  rightly 
to  difcharge,  let  him  have  your  fervent  prayers 
now  and  at  all  times,  that  he  may  order  the  ailairs 
of  the  houfhold  with  difcreiion,  and  be  fupported 
under  his  burden.  Labouring  to  promote  the  wel- 
fare of  your  fouls,  ejleem  him  in  kve  for  his  u  ork's 
fake.  Candidly  receive  the  portion  of  meat  he  dif- 
penfes,  and  improve  it  to  the  befl  ends.  This 
cxhortatioQ  is  not  needlefs.  There  is  an  inftability 
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in  human  narure — a  difpofition  to  difrelilh  what  we 
are  ufed  to,  for  no  other  reafon  oftentimes  than 
bccaufe  we  are  ufed  to  it ;  and  a  fondnefs  of  change, 
fometimes  not  for  the  better.  Ifrael  favoured  with 
the  corn  of  heaven  in  the  wildemefs  faid  in  an  un- 
cafy  petulant  frame,  we  loath  this  light  bread. 
Let  me  particularly  caution  you  that  you  do  not 
fexpeft  or  demand  an  equal  continual  application  to 
the  paflions,  in  your  minifter's  difcourfes.  'Tis 
not  with  thofe  who  are  fixed  in  a  charge,  and  go 
through  a  courfe  of  religious  fubjefts,  as  with 
them  who  tranfiently  preach  to  a  people.  The 
nature  of  feme  fubjefts  will  not  admit  of  fo  lively 
a  manner  as  others.  They  lead  to  reafoning  for 
the  inftru^tion  of  an  audience,  rather  than  to  that 
warmth  of  expreffion  which  moves  the  affections. 
A  minifter  therefore  who  aims  at  variety  in  his 
difcourfes — at  informing  the  judgment  (not  neg- 
lefting  the  other  powers)  afls  a  much  more  wife, 
honefl  laborious  part,  than  he  would  if  with  fmall 
compafs  of  thought,  and  famenefs  of  diftion,  he 
was  ever  applying  to  the  paffions. 

It  would  have  added  to  our  common  joy,  if 
fome  worthy  perfons,  members  of  this  community, 
who  are  now  abfent,  would  have  been  a<flive  in 
the  bufmefs  of  this  day,  and  entirely  concurring 
with  you.  Our  prayer  is,  that  God  would  lead 
them  and  you  into  the  wonted  harmony ;  and 
that  however  differing  in  judgment  about  fome 
things  wherewith  religion  is  not  intimately  con- 
cerned. 


(  ) 


ceraed,  you  may  love  each  other  with  pure  hearts 
fervently,  and  with  one  mouth  glorify  God. 

May  the  Lord  abundantly  blefs  the  provifions 
of  this  houfliold  under  the  adrainiftration  of  his 
fteward.  May  his  work  appear  to  you  his  fer- 
Tants,  and  his  glory  to  your  children.  May  you 
all  united  here  in  a  fmall  houfliold,  at  length  joi» 
the  great  family  of  heaven,  to  participate  forever 
of  thofe  divine  entertainments,  which  are  there 
in  abundance,  and  for  which  the  provifions  of 
Chrift's  appointment  here  are  to  prepare  us. 

To  conclude. 

Let  us  all  remember  that  we  are  fervants-^ 
the  ftewards  and  houQiolds — that  we  are  account- 
able to  Chrift.  Behold  he  cmeth,  and  his  reward 
is  with  him,  to  give  to  every  man  according  as 
his  work  Jhall  be.  O  that  we  may  poflefs  fuch 
an  evangelic  temper,  and  conduit  in  fuch  a  man- 
ner, as  that  when  we  ftiall  appear  before  him 
with  a  far  greater  affembly  than  this,  he  may 
own  us,  and  fay,  Come  ye  blejfed  of  my  Father 
inherit  the  kingdom  prepared  for  'you  from  the 
foundation  of  the  world. 
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A&s  XI.  24.    For  he  was  a  Good  Man, 

TH  E  Wifdom  of  GOD  fcarce  in  any  Thing 
appears  more,  than  raifmg  up  Perfons  peculi- 
arly qualified  to  promote  the  fpccial  Purpofci 
of  his  Grace.  And  Men  never  aft  a  juftcr 
Part,  than  when  they  engage  thcmfclves  readily,  or  em- 
ploy others  in  the  particular  Bufinefs  for  which  their 
Talents  fecm  moft  adapted.  Such  Refledions  naturally 
arifc  from  the  Charader  of  Barnabas  in  the  Text,  in 
Connexion  with  the  Context. 

The  facred  Hifiorian  in  the  preceding  Verfes  informs 
us  of  the  happy  Effe£l  of  the  fiery  Tryal,  which  came 
on  at  Jerufalem^  when  Stephen  was  floned.  It  tended  to 
the  Furtherance  of  the  Gofpel,  through  the  pious  La- 
bours of  fome  Chrlftians,  and  the  Supply  of  the  Spirit  of 
their  afcendcd  Lord.  For  as  Christ  advifed  his  Dif- 
ciplcs  when  they  were  ferfecuted  in  one  Cityy  to  flee  t9 
onoiber  ;  fo  many,  who  refided  in  this  Seat  of  Blood, 
retired  to  different  Places,  and  prcach'd  the  Gofpel  to 
the  Jewi(h  Inhabitants.  At  length  "  fome  Natives  of 
*'  Cyprus  zTid^  Cyrene,  having  ('tis  probable)  heard  the 
II  Story  of  Peter's  reccivirg  Cornelius^  though  a  Gentile, 

"  into 
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"  into  the  Communion  of  the  Church,"  f  ventured  to 
preach  Jesus  Christ  to  the  Heathen  at  AntUcby  and 
to  invite  them  to  partake  of  the  Blcfllngs  of  his 
Purcliafc.  This  Application  was  followed  with  fignal 
Succels  ;  A  great  Number  believed  and  turned  to  the 
Lord.  An  Event  fo  remarkable  in  itfcif,  and  fo  favora- 
ble to  the  Chriftian  Caufe,  foon  came  to  the  Ears  of 
ihc  Church  at  Jerufalemy  which  fecmed  to  have  the 
Care  of  Chriftians  particularly  lying  upon  them  while 
in  a  loofe  unincorporated  State. 

Full  of  grateful  Surprize  at  fuch  an  unexpected  Re- 
rolution  on  behalf  of  Chriftianity,  they  concerted  Mea- 
fures  to  forward  the  good  Work,  and  immediately  fent 
Barnabas^  one  of  their  Body,  as  the  moft  fuitable.  In 
purfuance  of  this  great  End  he  journeyed  for  Antiocb^ 
and  having  reached  the  City  he  was  abundantly  rejoiced 
to  fee  the  Grace  of  God,  in  bringing  them  to  the  Know- 
ledge of  Himfelf  and  Son,  and  exhorted  them  all,  that 
with  full  Purpo/e  of  Heart,  they  would  cleave  unto  the 
Lord.  For  (fays  the  Text,)  be  was  a  good  Man,  and 
full  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  and  of  Faith. 

He  was  pofleffed  of  a  firm  and  unfliaken  Belief  in 
Christ,  and  the  new  Difpenfation  which  was  fctting 
up,  grounded  upon  clear  and  copious  Views  of  the  Ex- 
cellency and  Evidence  of  both.  He  was  endowed  with 
the  Graces  of  the  Holy  Spirit  which  are  connedled 
with  Faith,  and  the  extraordinary  Gifts  which  in  that 
Day  were  communicated  to  Believers.  Being  thus  fully 
perfwaded  of  the  Truth,  and  experiencing  lo  largely  the 
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Ad\'antages  of  Chriftianity,  he  could  not  but  carneftly 
prefs  upon  them  Stedfaftnefs  in  their  Profeirion.  He 
was  a  Man  of  Benignity  too  :  his  Difpofition  was  very 
kind  ;  and  therefore  he  rejoiced  in  the  Profpeft  of 
their  prefent  and  future  Happinefs  through  the  Grace 
of  GOD  manifefted  to  them. 

Goednefs  oftentimes  in  Scripture  fignifies  the  fpecial 
Virtue  of  Benevolence,  f  Thus  the  Good  Man  is  oppofed 
to  the  Righteous  ;  ||  and  Goodnefs  is  enumerated  with 
Rigbteoufntjs  and  Truth  in  original  Terms,  the  fame 
with  the  Text.  So  that  we  may  well  underftand  this 
Defcription  of  Barnabas  to  denote,  not  fo  much  his  ge- 
neral moral  Qualities,  as  that  he  was  one  of  a  fweet  and 
gentle  Difpofition. 

A  celebrated  Writer  upon  this  Paflage  •  fuppofes, 
that  the  Church  at  Jcrufalem  pitched  upon  Barnabas  ra- 
ther than  another  to  repair  to  Jntiocb,  becaufe  they 
imagined  the  Softnefs  of  his  Temper  would  indifpofe 
him  to  lay  any  unneceflary  Burdens  of  the  Mofaic  Law 
upon  the fe  new  Converts..  "Whether  they  had  this  par- 
ticular Thought  or  not,  it  is  certain  that,  in  a  more  ge- 
neral View,  they  cnnfulted  the  happieft  Method  to  pro- 
mote the  Interefts  of  Religion  among  thofe  who  were 
Strangers  to  it,  or  had  juft  embraced  it,  by  fending  one 
who  would  in  the  bcft  Manner  recommend  it. 

Although  the  State  of  the  Gofpel  in  that  early  Age; 
and  the  Situation  of  Affairs  at  Jntiocb,  might  render 
it  efpecially  neceffary  that  a  Minifter  fhould  Ihine  in 
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an  Emincncy  of  Goodncfs,  yet  is  it  a  Virtue  of  vaft 
Moment  to  a  Pcrfon  in  that  Office  in  every  Age  and 
Part  of  the  Chriftian  Church,  and  fit  to  be  confidered 
at  all  Times,  moft  of  all  upon  fuch  an  Occafion  as  that 
of  this  Day.       Here  then  I  will  attempt 

I.  To  illuftrate  briefly  the  Virtue  pointed  out  iii  the 
Text.       And  then 

II.  To  fhow  the  Importance  of  it  to  the  Chriftian 
Miniftcr. 

In  the  firft  Place  then,  let  me  briefly  illuftraie  the 
Virtue  pointed  out  in  the  Text. 

This  is  Goodnejs  ;  which  imports  the  Propenfity  or 
Inclination  of  the  Soul  towards  every  Being,  who  can 
juftly  attrafl  it,  particularly  Mankind.  It  appears  in  a 
Diverfity  of  Lights,  agreeable  to  the  different  Circum- 
ftances  of  the  Objefts  it  regards,  and  the  Modes  of  it's 
Operation  in  and  upon  the  Pafllons,  and  is  accordingly 
varioufly  denominated. 

Does  it  refpeft  the  tniferable  ?  then  it  flows  in  Com- 
pojfion.  Are  thofe  who  are  the  Subjefts  of  it  happy  ? 
then  it  iflTues  in  a  generous  Satisfaflion  and  Delight.  Does 
it  meet  with  Provocation  ?  it  aZ/jjrj  a  turbulent  PafTion, 
and  becomes  Mildnefs  and  Gentlenefs  to  the  Offender,  or 
Patience  and  Forgivenefs.  Confidered  in  Relation  to 
near  Societies^  it  is  Brotherly  Kindnefs  \  but  as  reaching 
forth  to  a  larger  Extent ^  it  is  Charity. 

Goodnefs  is  not  meerly  natural  good  Humour,  but  a 
religious  Temper.  It  does  not  confift  only  in  the  ori- 
ginal Turn  of  the  Mind,  or  a  peculiar  Difpofition  of 

the 


A71  Ordination  SERMON,  9 


the  animal  Frame,  but  arifes  from  the  Principles  of 
Reafon  and  Chriftianicy.  The  former  being  accidental 
can  fcarce  be  called  virtuous,  the  latter  being  matter  of 
Choice  is  fo. 

As  we  are  underdanding  Beings,  it  is  fitting  that  we 
fliould  be  aflu^ted  by  the  Arguments  of  natural  Re- 
ligion to  this  Virtue  ;  and  as  we  are  under  the  Chriftian 
Difpenfation,  that  we  fhould  be  infiuenc'd  by  the  addi- 
tional Motives  of  that.  Nor  can  we  be  juftly  deemed 
the  true  Subjeds  of  either,  if  we  have  no  Regard  to 
fhem. 

Geodne/s  is  expredy  denominated  the  Fruit  of  the  Spirit  f 
It  is  the  Produflion  of  a  divine  Agent  fuggefting  to 
and  imprelTing  upon  the  Mind  fuch  Truths,  as  arc  fo 
many  Incentives  hereto. 

From  this  Reprefentation  of  it,  it  is  plain,  that  It  is  not 
an  unmanly  Softnefs  melting  the  Soul,  and  betraying 
it  into  a  Criminal  Eafinefs  of  Conduft  ;  nor  a  blind 
difproportionate  AfFedion  towards  all  Objeds  alike,  or 
moft  towards  the  meaneft,  or  preferring  a  lower  Mca- 
fure  of  our  Neighbour's  Good  to  that  which  is  greatly 
fuperior.  Nor  is  it  an  high  Fiudi  of  PafTion  upon  fud- 
dcn  good  Fortune,  or  an  occafional  Sprightlinefs  of 
Spirit.  In  Oppofition  to  all  this,  it  is  a  folid  Difpofi- 
tion,  exerting  itfelf  in  an  exafl  Conformity  to  the  Dic- 
tates of  Judgment,  and  a  permanent  habitual  Frame 
of  Mind. 

But  though  we  thus  diftingulfh.  between  a  natural 
and  moral  Goodnefs,  yet  the  former  is  not  an  unapt 
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Foundation  for,  and  doubtlefs  very  often  is  conneflcd 
with,  an  Emincncy  in  the  latter.  For  it  feems  at  lead 
highly  prefumeable,  that  where  GOD  isp  leafed  to  fet 
home  divine  Truth  upon  a  tender  Soul,  there  will  be 
greater  Proficiency  in  Goodncfs,  than  the  like  Opera- 
tion on  another  more  rigid.  Falling  into  the  natural 
Track  of  the  fofter  Powers,  it  meets  with  lefs  Obftruc- 
tion  than  in  a  more  hard  and  felfifh  Mind,  and  makes 
fwifter  Conqueft,  while  this  fame  native  Temper  is  refined 
and  fublimated  into  gracious. 

But  I  haften  to  the  other  general  Head. 

II.  To  (how  the  Importance  of  this  Grace  or  Virttje 
to  a  Chriftian  Minifter. 

This  we  may  do  by  two  or  three  Confiderations.  As, 

I.  Goodnefs  is  peculiarly  incumbent  upon  a  Chriftian 
Minifler,  in  refped;  of  his  Chara£ler  as  an  Ambaffador 
of  Jesus  Christ,  and  a  Preacher  of  his  Gofpcl. 

As  an  Ambaffador  of  Christ  there  is  the  utmoft  Pro- 
priety that  he  be  a  good  Man  ;  yea  an  abfolute  Ne- 
ccfTity  in  order  to  any  Confiftency  with  his  Profcffion. 

Though  our  Lord  Jesus  was  poffefled  of  unlverfal 
Virtue,  yet  in  none  did  he  fhine  more  illuflrious  than 
Goodnefs.  All  the  Days  of  his  publick  Miniftry  were 
filled  with  a  thoufand  Inflanccs  of  Benevolence.  What 
I^ve  and  Companion  did  h'e  breathe  in  all  his  Difcour- 
i'es .''  How  did  he  teftify  it  in  all  his  Conduft  ?  He 
went  about  doing  Good  to  the  Bodies  of  Men,  by  heal- 
ing all  manner  of  Difeafes ;  to  their  Souls,  by  preaching 
the  Doflrines  of  the  Kingdom  of  Heaven  ^  and  in  a 
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Variety  of  pungent  Addrefles  endeavouring  to  bring  Sin- 
ners under  his  Wings.  And  to  crown  all,  he  poured  ouc 
his  Soul  unto  Death,  and  offered  himfelf  upon  the  Crofs 
an  Oblation  for  our  Offences.  An  amazing  Adl  cf 
Grace  this!  which  was  thought  worthy,  by  petfefk  Wif- 
dom,  of  perpetual  Memorial,  by  a  ftanding  Ordinance 
in  the  Church  ;  and  which  is  an  endlcfs  Source  of  the 
mofl  elevated  Afcriptions  to  the  Lamb,  from  the  va- 
rious Orders  of  glorified  Spirits  throughout  the  immenfe 
Regions  of  Light. 

Now  Christ  is  a  Pattern  for  all  Chriftians  in  all  Pe- 
riods of  Time,  for  he  hath  left  us  an  Example  that  we 
ft)ould  follow  his  Steps.  But  his  Minifters  are  under  fu- 
perior  Obligations  to  imitate  him  in  this  divine  Virtue, 
as  they  are  brought  nearer  to  him  by  Relation  and  Com- 
miflion  than  others.  Do  they  reprcfent  his  Perfon,  how 
abfurd  is  this  without  a  Refemblance  of  his  Temper  ? 
Arc  they  his  peculiar  Servants,  how  odious  is  the  Appel- 
Jaiion  without  a  Conformity  to  his  Image  ?  Agreeably 
we  find  our  Lord  exhorting  his  Apoflles  to  condefcend- 
ing  Goodnefs  by  his  own  Example.  ||  fVbofoever  will  be 
great  among  you^  let  hint  be  your  Minijler^  and  whofoever 
villi  be  chief  among  yoUy  let  him  be  your  Servant  ;  even  as 
the  Son  of  Man  came  not  to  be  miniftred  unto,  but  to  Mi' 
nifier,  and  to  give  bis  Life  a  Ranfom  for  many. 

From  the  Charafter  of  Christ  let  us  proceed  to  his 
Gofpel ;  and  we  (hall  find  it  a  powerful  Argument  for 
Goodnefs  in  a  Minifler  as  he  is  a  Preacher  of  it.  This 
is  a  Difpenfation  of  Grace ;  and*  it  proclaims  Peace  on 
Earthy  Good-will  towards  Men.    The  glad  Tidings  it 

H  Matth.  XX.  26. 
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brings,  by  introducing  Joy  and  Gratitude,  tend  to  calm 
every  rougher  PafTion,  and  to  put  the  whole  Soul  into 
an  cafy  gracious  Temper :  bcfides  that  the  Lx)ve  of  GOD 
therein  difplayed,  is  the  ftrorgeft  Obligation  upon  us  to 
Jove  one  another. 

But  then  further,  it  is  a  Law  of  Love,  and  prefles  upoti 
us  a  new  Commandment,  even  that  we  excrcifc  Charity, 
much  fuller,  and  clearer,  and  by  more  cogent  Motives 
than  any  religious  Scheme  before.  So  that  upon  all  thefc 
Accounts  it  is  in  a  very  fingular  and  extraordinary  Man- 
ner, calculated  to  promote  Goodnef':,  and  in  the  loudeft 
and  moft  peremptory  Language  demands  it. 

A  Coldnefs  and  Indifference  therefore  unto  Men,  is  x 
great  and  obvious  Incongruity  in  any  ProfefTor  of  the 
Gofpel,  moft  of  all  in  the  Minifterof  it.  Doeshepub- 
Jifh  the  News  of  Salvation  as  Matter  of  great  Joy,  yet 
docs  a  fullen  uneafy  Temper  deform  his  Brow  ?  Docs 
he  urge  his  Hearers  to  Jook  to  the  Things  of  others 
bccaufe  of  the  kind  Afpedl  of  the  Gofpel  upon  them, 
yet  is  he  of  a  ftingy  Spirit  ?  Does  he  infift  upon  Good- 
refs  as  a  neceflary  Subjedlion  to  the  Chriftian  Religion, 
yet  is  he  impatient  or  vindidlive  ?  What  a  palpable 
Contradidlion  is  this  !  In  what  a  monftrous  Lighc 
mufl  fuch  a  Minifter  appear ! 

2.  Goodnefs  is  of  vafl  Confequence  to  a  Minifler's 
Vjefulnejs.  And  this  confidered  in  a  larger  or  more  li- 
mited View. 

J.  Goodnefs  render^  a  Minifter  extenjively  kx\\cc3b\t, 
A  contraflcd  Mind  is  fitted  only  for  a  narrow  Sphere, 
and  is  oftentimes  confined  within  it.   But  the  generous 
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Soul,  like  the  Sun,  fcatters  BlefTings  far  and  wide,  and 
ftieds  a  copious  Infiuence. 

A  good  Minifter  adorns  the  DoBrineof  GOD  bis  Sa- 
viour, and  propofcs  it  in  the  moll  attractive  Light.  His 
Temper  difinclincs  him  to  embrace  the  Extreme  of  any 
Controver(y  in  Religion,  nor  will  he  form  his  Notions 
by  the  little  Rules  of  Bigotry,  Much  lefs  will  he  make 
the  Gofpel  an  Engine  of  Contention,  and  be  fond  of 
Bickering  about  fuch  Things  as  are  hard  to  be  under- 
ftood  ;  well  remembering  the  Apoftlc's  Inftrudlion  to 
timothy,  f  that  ih.t  Servant  of  the  Lord  mu/l  not  needlefly 
Jtrivet  but  be  gentle  towards  all  Men.  He  abhors  Perfe- 
cution  even  in  the  loweft  Forms,  and  maintains  the  lead 
Moleftation  for  religious  Sentiments  to  be  unwarrantable, 
where  they  are  not  inconfiftent  with  the  Rights  of  So- 
ciety. He  infifts  not  upon  a  precise  Uniformity  in  Doc- 
trine or  Manner  of  Worfliip  in  order  to  his  kind  Re- 
gards ;  but  readily  difcharges  the  Offices  of  Humanity, 
to  fuch  as  differ  moft  widely  from  him  ;  and  joins  in 
facred  Fellowfhip  with  thole  who  profefs  and  practice 
nothing  incompatible  with  the  Being  and  Happlnefs  of 
a  Chriftian,  or  the  regular  Exercifc  of  focial  Adls  of 
"Worfliip,  II  endeavouring  to  keep  the  Unity  of  the  Spirii 
in  the  Bond  of  Peace.  In  (hort,  a  generous  Temper  runs 
through  every  Branch  of  his  Condudl.  He  is  given  to 
Hofpitality  ;  and  his  Heart  and  Houfe  are  open  to  every 
worthy  Gueft  fo  far  as  is  confident  with  his  worldly 
Circumftances,  and  the  Duties  of  his  Station,  He  fhews 
Mercy  to  the  diftreffed  by  his  perfonal  Benefaftions, 
according  to  his  Ability,  and  in  ftirring  up  others  to  be 

t  2  7im.  ii.  24.       II  Efhef.  iv.  3. 
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rich  in  good  fForb  ;  by  this  means  upholding  the  Father- 
lef",  comforting  the  Widow,  clcathing  the  Naked,  fccd- 
ifig  the  Hungry,  and  becomirg,  in  a  vaft  Variety  of 
Rcfpeas,  a  Minijier  cf  COD  for  good. 

Hence  he  holds  forth  the  Word  of  Life  in  its  original 
Colour?,  as  a  Syflem  calculated  to  fweeten  Men's  Tern, 
pers  and  fofteti  their  Manners.  The  Religion  of  Jesus, 
being  thus  delineated  in  it's  native  Attire,  looks  glorious 
and  lovely  ;  and  can  fcarce  fail  of  obtaining  much  Influ- 
ence over  the  Hearts  of  Mankind.  Such  a  Clergyman 
mufl  appear  to  the  warmeft  Unbeliever  at  lead  unworthy 
of  the  fevere  Imputations  caft  upon  the  Priefthood  ;  and 
he  will  be  ready  to  deem  the  Religion  which  he  incul- 
cates and  lives,  as  worthy  to  be  true  if  it  is  not  really  •, 
while  thofe  of  weaker  Prejudices  not  being  able  to  refift 
fo  many  Charms,  fully  and  chearfully  embrace  Chrifti- 
anity,  and  give  themfelves  up  to  it's  excellent  Didates. 

A  good  Minifter  promotes  the  Kingdom  of  Christ 
In  general,  by  encouraging  the  Hearts^  and  Jlrenglbening 
the  Hands  of  thofe  in  the  fame  Order  with  bimjelf. 

He  is  fo  far  from  magnifying  every  fmall  Miftake  in 
his  Brother  to  a  fundamental  and  dangerous  Error,  that 
though  he  wilhes  they  might  all  think  the  fame  Things, 
yet  he  willingly  bears  with  a  different  Judgment,  and 
embraces  him  as  his  Fellow-Labourer  (finding  in  him  a 
ferious  Temper  and  godly  Lifej  and  efteems  him  as  ac- 
ceptable to  Christ,  and  worthy  to  be  efleemed  by  Men  \ 
and  fays  with  the  Apoftle,  |!  Whereunto  we  have  attained 
let  us  walk  by  the  fame  Rule,  let  us  mind  the  fame  Thing. 

H  Philiff.  iii.  1 6 

As 


Aft  Ordination  S ERMO I^.  15 


As  he  indulges  no  unreafonable  Siifpicions  concerning 
his  Brother,  fo  he  infinuates  none  into  the  Minds  of  his 
People,  nor  inftills  Prejudices  or  heightens  a  Difaffcflion, 
by  expofing  Failings  in  private  Condudt,  or  exaggerating 
fuch  as  have  been  obferved  in  Piiblick,  which  are  recon- 
cileable  with  Integrity.  Well  knowing  how  dear  every 
Man's  Reputation  is  to  him,  and  of  what  Weight  a 
Miniftcr's  is  to  his  Ufefulncfs,  he  ftiidioudy  endeavours 
to  confirm  and  increafe  it. 

He  will  not  invade  another's  Charge  to  ferve  the  Caufe 
of  a  Party,  or  gratify  a  Spirit  of  Curiofity  or  Malignity, 
but  rather  reprove  fuch  as  are  refllefs  and  uneafy  under 
their  Paftor  who  is  faithful  in  his  Port,  and  afTiduoufly 
labour  to  recover  their  alienated  Affeftions  to  him,  being 
confcious  that  this  mud  tend  much  more  to  the  Good 
of  thofc  Souls  committed  to  his  ftated  Care,  than  any 
finglc  Miniftration  of  his  own  under  thofe  difadvanta- 
gious  Circumftanccs. 

In  Fine,  the  good  Minifter  is  ready  at  all  Times  to 
counfel  and  advife  his  Brethren  under  Difficulties,  and 
aflift  in  all  Exigencies. 

Goodnefs  multiplies  aMinifter's  Opportunities  o{  Service, 
by  turning  the  Eyes  of  Societies  upon  him  under  Em- 
barcaffitients.  He  will  be  fought  to  for  the  repairing 
Breaches,  cementing  Parties,  and  reftoring  Unity.  Men, 
even  of  impetuous  Tempers,  will  find  the  Necefllty  of 
calling  in  the  mild  and  pacifick,  to  heal  the  Diforders 
which  their  Wrath  hath  occafioncd. 
But  I  proceed  to  fay, 
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2.  Goodnefs  is  of  eminent  Advantage  to  a  Mir.lftcr's 
Ukfulnefs  among  bis  own  Heck. 

Here  his  chief  Bafiners  lies  •,  and  here  his  Virtue  is 
chiefiy  to  be  exerted.  Let  me  be  fomewhat  particular 
in  the  Confidcration  of  this  Head. 

I.  Goodncfs  is  a  powerful  Incentive  to  continued 
Diligence  in  his  Work. 

*'  The  Soul,  confidered  abftrailedly  from  it's  Pafljons, 
"  is  flow  in  it's  Refolvc?,  and  languifhing  in  it's  Executi- 
"  ens.  But  the  PafTions  ftir  it  up  to  Aftion,  inforcing 
*'  the  Will,  and  making  the  whole  Man  more  vigorous 
"  in  the  Profecution  of  his  Defigns."  Now  Goodncfs 
being  attended  with  a  Defire  of  the  Happinefs  of  it's 
Objed,  muft  needs  flimulate  to  go  thro'  the  hardeft  Du- 
ties, and  to  furmount  the  grcatcft  Obftacles  to  accom- 
plifh  it;  efpecially  where  nothing  lefs  than  a  bleflcd 
Eternity  depends  upon  it's  Efforts.  Many  H^aitrs  can- 
not quench  this  Love^  nor  Floods  drown  it ;  and  a  Mi- 
niftcr  whofe  Bofom  glows  with  this  Flame,  will  fpend 
and  be  /pent  for  Souls.  But  it  is  further  to  be  confidered 
that  Goodnefs  engroffes  other  Paflions  in  it's  Caufe,  par- 
ticularly Fear  and  Hope,  two  mighty  Springs  of  Aflion. 
The  former  takes  an  Alarm  at  every  Danger  of  a  Soul's 
mifcarrying  in  the  Important  Affair  of  Salvation,  the 
latter  gives  Vivacity  to  the  Spirits  in  every  Profpedt  of 
rclcuing  it  from  Death,  or  carrying  it  on  to  fublimer 
Heights  of  Virtue.  Both  combine  to  waft  the  Minifter 
forward  in  his  Bufinefs,  and  to  prompt  him  to  the  Dif- 
charge  of  his  Errand  with  unwearied  Ardour. 
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2.  Goodnefs  inclines  a  Minifter  to  the  bejl  Methods 
cf  promoting  Religion. 

Hereby  will  he  be  incited  to  treat  chiefly  upon  fuch 
Subjeils,  in  his  publick  Preaching,  wherein  the  Generality 
«/  Chrijlians  arc  agreed^  and  with  which  the  Salvation  of 
Souls  is  moji  intimately  conneSled.    The  great  and  fubftan- 
tial  Things,  which  are  the  moft  frequent  Subjedls  of  the 
"Word  of  God,  will  be  oftneft  infifted  upon  in  his  Dif- 
courfes.    It  will  reftrain  him  from  making  the  Pulpit 
a  Theatre  of  War,    And  when  in  the  Courfe  of  his 
Teaching,  he  handles  fuch  Points  as  he  judges  fubfer- 
vicnt  to  Godlincfs,  but  have  been  underftood  in  a  dif- 
ferent Senfe,  he  will  do  it  in  fo  calm  and  rational  a  Way 
as  may  enlighten  without  exafperating.    This  will  engage 
him  to  prefs  the  Conditions  of  the  Gofpel  Covenant,  and 
Duties  of  the  Chriftian  Religion  with  Life  and  Fervency, 
Being  touched  with  a  Ceal  from  the  Altar^  and  burning 
with  Love  to  Souls,  he  will  fet  the  Arguments  of  Re- 
velation in  the  moft  moving  Light  he  is  capable,  and 
reprefcnt  them  in  all  the  Language  of  Perfwafion,  and 
fpeak  with  the  Tongue  of  a  Seraph  fcnt  on  an  EmbafTy 
from  Heaven. 

As  he  is  to  go  before  his  People  in  the  Adminldratloti 
of  Difci-pline,  Goodnefs  will  caufe  him  foiricitoufly  to  la- 
bour that  it  be  not  attended  with  unneceflary  Rigor^  and 
that  Nothing  of  a  vindi^ive  Nature  intermix  itldf  there- 
with. He  will  be  concerned  that  fuch  a  Degree  of  Ten- 
dernefs  be  exercifcd  with  ecclefiaftical  Cenfure,  as  fliall 
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hid  fair  to  imprefs  it  upon  the  Heart  of  the  Offender, 
and  recover  him  to  a  godly  Sorrow  and  Amendment  of 
Life. 

This  Virtue  renders  him  eafy  of  Acctfi  at  all  Times. 
It  throws  off  every  Thing  haughty,  fevere,  or  any  Ways 
forbidding  ;  and  invites  the  burdened  Heart  to  open 
it's  neareft  Concerns,  and  difcharge  it's  Griefs. 

This  will  not  fufFer  hira  to  become  a  P<w/y  in  civil 
Broils,  where  he  can  poflTibly  efcape  ;  yet  will  it  put  him 
upon  the  'Office  of  a  Peace  maker,  from  an  Abhorrence 
of  Contention,  and  a  Profpeft  of  it's  retarding  the  Sue- 
cefs  of  his  Miniftry. 

Do  Errors  arife  ?  This  will  incline  him  to  inflruSI  in 
■Meeknejs  thole  who  oppofe  tbemfelves,  if  Per  adventure  GOD 
will  give  them  Repentance  to  the  Jcknow/edgment  of  the 
iTruth,  and  that  they  may  recover  themfelves  out  of  the  Snare 
#/  the  Devil  who  are  led  Captive  by  him  at  his  }Vtll.  H 

This  will  not  allow  him  to  hate  his  Brother  in  bis 
Heart,  f  by  ncglcding  to  reprove  him,  and  fo  fuffering 
Sin  upon  him :  yet  where  the  Fault  and  Temper  require 
it,  he  will  of.  Choice  difcharge  the  Duty  with  fo  much 
Meeknefs  of  Wifdonif  as  to  render  the  Rebuke,  a  real 
Kindnefs  and  like  an  excelltnt  Oil. 

1*2  7im.  it.  25,  <6,   t  I'tvit,  zix,  i(. 
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In  Sum,  this  difpofes  the  Miniftcr  to  fpeak  a  fuitabie 
"Word  to  weary  Souls.  To  encourage  the  dcfponding 
Sinner  to  purfue  his  higheft  Welfare,  and  wait  upon  GOD 
to  fulfil  the  good  Pleafure  of  his  Goodnefs  —  to  revive 
the  Spirit  of  the  contrite,  and  heal  the  broken  in  Heart 
—  to  difpenfe  needed  Support  to  the  afflifted.  The 
good  Minifter  is  a  Son  of  Confolation,  and  delights  to 
give  it  to  fit  Subjefls.  His  Tongue  drops  Manna  :  he 
can't  ufe  Harflinefs  and  Severity  with  the  trembling  and 
bowed  down  :  he  overlooks  Weaknefs,  defpifcs  not  the 
Dayoffmall  Things,  but  cultivates  what  is  good,  even 
as  his  Maftcr  irake  not  the  bruifed  Reed,  and  quenched  not 
the  Jmoaking  Flax.  * 

3.  Goodnefs  conciliates  that  RefpeSl  and  Affe£iion  of  a 
People  to  their  Minifter,  which  is  an  happy  Foundation 
for  the  Succcfs  of  his  Labours. 

When  this  Virtue  is  excrcifed  with  Judgment,  It  gives 
a  Dignity  to  a  Charadter,  as  well  as  Beauty  •,  and  Nothing 
in  the  whole  Circle  of  Chriftian  Graces  yields  fo  bright 
a  Luftre,  or  feizes  and  draws  the  Mind  with  fuch  irrc- 
fiftable  Power.  A  Minifter  therefore,  who  hath  in  this 
Manner  captivated  his  Audience,  is  in  the  beft  Condition 
to  do  them  real  Service.  Their  Ears  arc  open  to  take 
the  whole  Counfel  of  GOD  :  Their  Attention  to  it  is 
doubled :  Every  Word  comes  with  it's  due  Emphafis. 
Then,  if  ever,  may  we  cxpefk  they  will  give  divigc  " 

•  Mtttb.  xii.  20. 
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Truths  their  proper  Weight,  and  receive  into  their  Souls 
the  engrafted  fVord  which  is  able  to  Jave  them.  § 

Thus  largely  have  I  confidered  the  Tendency  of 
Goodnefs  to  a  Miniftcr'a  Ufcfulncfs.  I  might  now  go 
on  to  fhow, 

3.  That  a  Minifter's  Cmfort  much  depends  upon,  and 
is  promoted  by  Goodnefs. 

It  fccurcs  him  greatly  from  Enemies,  and  gains  him 
Friends.  —  It  keeps  his  Mind  ferene  under  the  Difficul- 
ties of  his  Poft,  and  the  Oppofition  and  Reproach  he 
may  fomctimes  meet  with  in  the  confcienilous  Dilchargc 
of  his  Duty.  — It  qualifies  him  to  tafte  the  true  Pleafures 
of  Society.  While  a  Confcioufnefs  of  it,  in  his  Courfc 
of  miniftcrial  Aflion,  is  a  Spring  of  continual  high  Satif- 
faclion.    But  1  haflen  to  add, 

4.  Goodnefs  is  of  great  Importance  to  the  glorious 
Rewards  of  a  Minifter. 

The  Exercife  of  the  various  Offices  of  Loveis  eflcn- 
tial  to  true  Religion  ;  Nor  arc  there  any  greater  Com- 
mandments than  thofe  which  refpefl  it.  But  it  is  thofe 
only,  who  do  the  Will  of  GOD  from  the  Hearty  that 
ftall  enter  intd  the  Kingdom  of  Heaven.  This  is  not 
.only  neceflary  by  the  wife  Appointment  of  GOD,  but  in 

I  Jam.  ii.  22. 
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.the  Nature  of  the  Thing ;  —  particularly  with  Refpefb 
to  the  Virtue  before  us. 

ForLbve  is  a  Conftituent  of  the  Happincfs  of  the 
Kingdom  of  Glory,  which  Refults  very  much  from  the 
blifsful  Society  there.  So  that  whoever  hath  no  Affec- 
tion to  intelligent  Beings  here,  cannot  enjoy  them  there. 
Goodncfs  therefore  is  abfolutely  requifite  to  a  Minifter 
in  his  fpecial  Work,  in  order  to  his  giving  up  his  Ac- 
count with  Joy,  and  participating  in  the  Blenednefs  of 
the  upper  World,  referved  for  the  peculiar  Servants 
of  Christ.  For  this  is  an  univerfal  Principle,  and  leads 
Men  to  a  Diverfity  of  Duties  agreable  to  the  Calls  of 
Providence,  and  their  Charafter.  In  Confeqiience,  it  is 
as  incumbent  upon  a  Minifter,  that  he  performs  the  parti- 
cular Bufinefs  afTjgned  him  under  the  habitual  Influence 
of  Goodncfs,  in  order  to  the  Rewards  of  Giace  ;  as  that 
the  private  ChriRian  Difchar^e  the  more  common  Du- 
ties of  his  Station, from  a  Regard  to  the  Welfare  of  Man- 
kind. Nor  otherwife  does  he  fulfil  his  Miniftry  nor 
can  he  ever  cxpeft  the  Approbation  of  his  Matter,  and 
an  AdmifTion  into  his  everlafting  Kingdom.  But  'tis 
Time  that  I  proceed  to  fome  Improvement  of  thia 
Subjeft. 

And  will  the  Miniflers  of  Christ  here  prefent,  in 
the  exercife  of  that  Goodnefs  which  I  have  been  recom- 
mending, forgive  me  while,  forgetful  one  Moment  of  my 
Age,  I  apply  this  Difcourfe  to  them. 

u 
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It  is  very  natural  for  you  (my  Fathers  and  Brethren) 
to  compare  the  Spirit  and  Conduct  which  haih  been 
confidered  with  that,  which,  your  Acquaintance  with 
ecclefiaftical  Hiftory  muft  fuggeft  to  you,  hath  prevail- 
ed in  the  Church  of  Christ.  And  it  is  a  very  mclan. 
choiy  Refiedlion  which  you  muft  maliC,  that  Goodnefs 
hath  been  almoft  as  much  neglefled  by  the  greater  Part 
of  profcfTing  Chriftians,  as  though  it  was  no  Branch 
of  our  Religion.  This,  in  Connexion  with  the 
Predldlions  of  the  Scriptures  concerning  the  profpcrous 
Reign  of  Christ  in  the  latter  Days,  inclines  you  to 
expet!-:  and  pray  for  a  better  State  of  Things.  But  to 
Prayers,  (hould  not  thofe  Attempts  be  added  which 
bid  fair  for  the  haftening  fo  delightful  a  Scene," —  par- 
ticularly by  the  Cultivation  and  Exercife  of  Moderation 
and  Charity,  which  will  be  grand  Ingredients  in  the 
Glory  of  that  illuflrious  Period.  For  as  a  great  Divine 
of  the  laft  Age  hath  obferved,  *  "  The  true  Hap- 
"  pinefs  of  that  Seafon  is  not  to  be  meafured  by  For- 

malities  and  Opinions  but  (next  to  a  corroborated 
'*  Faith  in  Christ,  unfhaken  Devotion,  Purity  of 
"  Heart  and  Innocency  of  Life)  by  Faithfulnefs,  com- 
*•  mon  Charity,  chearful  Obedience  to  Superiors,  Abun- 
*'  dance  of  Kindnefs  and  difcreet  Condefcentions  one  to 
"  another,  in  unfpotted  Righteoufnefs  and  unfhaken 
*'  Peace,  in  the  removal  of  every  unjuft  Yoke,  in  mutual 
l[  Forbearance,  and  bearing  up  one  another  as  living 

•  Mtrt't  Fref.  to  M/Jl.  »f  Gtilinifi. 
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**  Stones  of  that  Temple,  where  there  is  not  to  be  heard 
*'  theNoife  of  Ax  or  Hammer,  no  Squabbles  and  Cla- 
*'  mour  about  Forms  and  Opinions,  but  a  peaceable 
"  Study  and  Endeavour  of  provoking  one  another  to 
**  Lore  and  good  Works." 

But  however  ftrong  this  general  Argument  to  Good- 
nefs  is,  yet  there  are  others  which  come  nearer  Home 
and  more  particularly  urge  us  to  it. 

The  prcfent  Circumftances  of  the  Church  in  this  Land 
addrefs  us  to  aft  under  the  moft- lively  Influence  of  this 
heavenly  Difpofition. 

We  have  been  greatly  afflifted,  toffed  with  Temptjiy 
Mnd  not  comforted.  The  Divifions  and  Fadtiofhs  among 
us  have  been  high  and  numerous ;  And  though  they  are 
much  abated,  yet  is  there  fome  Uneafinefs,  arid  the 
Voice  of  complaining,  like  the  hoarfe  Murmurs  of  the 
Sea  after  a  long  Storm.  Goodnefs,  guided  by  Difcre- 
tion,  mud  hulh  the  angry  PalTions,  and  calm  the  Dif- 
contents  which  ftill  remain. 

Suffer  me  to  remind  you  Cmy  Fathers^  of  the  low 
Ebb  of  focial  Virtue  among  us.  A  generous  kind 
Treatment  of  one  another  is  a  rare  Thing.  Now  what 
Khali  we  do  to  revive  the  primitive  Spirit  and  Pradicc 
of  Chriftianity  ?  Is  it  enough  that  we  preach  it's  Ex- 
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cellency  and  inculcate  it's  Neceffity  ?  Will  this  be  likely 
to  fucceed  without  we  go  before  our  People  in  (hlning 
Inftances  of  Benevolence,  and  illuftrate  it's  Beauty  by 
our  own  Example  ?  —  And  particularly  as  to  that  pare 
of  Charity,  which  goes  under  the  Denomination  of  Alm^ 
(in  which  even  profeffing  Chriftians  are  very  deficient, 
notwithftanding  the  folemn  Declarations  of  Scripture  on 
this  Head.)  Of  what  Confequence  is  it  that  we  incite 
them  to  it  by  forwarding  all  publick  Schemes  of  this 
Nature,  as  well  as  by  our  Benefaftions  to  particular 
Perfons  in  their  Exigencies  ?  And  could  we  in  the  Vi- 
fitation  of  the  Poor  of  our  Flocks  under  their  Diftrcffe?, 
in  Addition  to  the  fpiritual  Things  which  we  difpenfe, 
communicate  to  them  of  our  carnal,  it  would  be  afling 
in  Charafter,  and  might  be  of  eminent  Service  to  their 
Souls  as  well  as  Bodies.  How  happy  would  it  be  for 
us,  and  our  People,  if  our  worldly  Circumftances  would 
admit  of  large  Donations  ?  But  let  even  thofc  in  the 
meancft  Situation  do  what  they  can,  being  willing  to  deny 
themfelves  fome  Pleafures  of  Life  for  this  End,  that 
Christ  may  fay  to  them  as  to  the  Angel  of  the  Church 
of  Smyrna,  /  know  (by  Poverty^  but  thou  art  rich.  || 

Let  me  hint  to  you,  that  our  Lot  hath  fallen  in  an 
Age,  when  reveal'd  Religion  is  look'd  upon  by  fome  in 
a  very  contemptible  Light,  and  the  Minifters  of  Christ 
as  a  publick  Nufance.    Is  it  not  worthy  of  Enquiry, 

J  Rtv,  ii.  9. 
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wTiether  this  hath  not  greatly  arofe  from  the  narrow 
SpiTit  of  fome  Minifters,  and  the  Contentions  among 
ourfelves  ?  And  if  fo,  nothing  will  tend  fo  much  to  re- 
cover the  Credit  of  the  Gofpcl,  and  the  Preachers  of  it, 
as  Catholicifm  and  Love.  This  will  do  more  than  all 
the  Engines  of  Craft  or  Power. 

Shall  I  renew  your  Sorrow  by  mentioning  the  removal 
of  fundry  Minifters  of  Christ,  as  a  quickening  Motive 
to  Goodnefs,  The  Fathers  where  are  they  ?  and  the  Pro' 
pbets  do  tbey  live  forever  ?  It  is  not  long  fince  the  ve- 
nerable Cujhing  was  taken  from  our  Head,  as  it  were  to 
lead  the  Way  to  others  who  were  younger.  Peabody  foon 
followed  with  Jefferds  his  Contemporary.  And  mufl:  I 
add  Peabody  the  Son,  in  whom  we  hop'd  to  fee  the  Fa- 
ther long  furviving  ?  Thefe  were  Men  who  feemed 
to  have  imbibed  much  of  the  Genius  of  the  Gofpcl. 
Their  Faces  (hone  not  more  with  Wifdom  than  Benig- 
nity ;  the  Law  of  Kindncfs  was  upon  their  Tongues, 
and  their  whole  Deportment  was  candid  and  generous. 
Their  F'ellow  labourers  in  the  Gofpel,  by  the  Lofsoffo 
much  Goodnefs  toithe  Church,  are  ftimuhted  to  exercife 
it  more  intenfely  themfelves  ;  while  methinks  thefe  af- 
cended  Servants  of  GOD,  in  the  Perfeilion  of  this  Grace, 
and  a  fulnefs  of  Joy,  are  loudly  calling  to  us  from  the 
excellent  Glory  to  purfue  their  Steps. 
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.  But  I  muft  haften  to  addrefs  myfclf  to  you,  Sir, 
arc  prefenily  to  take  Part  of  the  Gojpel  Minijlry  with  ms. 

The  Subjcft  which  hath  been  propofcd  as  Matter  of 
our  Thoughts,  cannot  be  judg'd  by  you,  who  are  ac« 
quainted  with  the  Gofpel,  either  trifling  in  itfelf,  or  im- 
pertinent to  the  Tranfadion  before  you.    May  it  fink 
deep  into  your  Heart,  and  have  an  happy  Influence  upon 
your  whole  Conduft.    Your  Abilities  to  teach  are  well 
known  and  approv'd  of  by  fuch  as  hear  you.    But  the 
brighteft    Talents  without  Goodnefs  conftitute  but  a 
very  low  miniflerial  Charafler.  f  Though  I  /peak  with 
the  Tongue  cf  Men  and  /Ingels^  (Tays  the  Apoftle,^  and 
have  not  Charity^  I  am  become  as  founding  Brafs  and  a 
tinkling  Cymbal.    And  though  I  have  the  Gift  of  Prophecy, 
and  underjland  all   Myjieries  and  all  Knowledge^  —  and 
have  no  Charity,  I  am  Nothing.    But  we  hope  better 
Things  of  you.  Sir,  even  that  with  Gifts  you  have  this 
Crace  alfo ;  yet  would  /  put  you  in  Remembrance  that 
you  fiir  it  up.    To  this  end  you  muft  converfe  much 
with  the  Gofpel,  not  only  with  a  View  to  your  People, 
but  your  perfonal  Virtue,  and  by  incefiani  Prayer  be 
drawing  down  the  Influences  of  the  ^vine  Spirit. 

It  was  your  Happinefs  in  your  younger  Years,  to  fit 
tjnder  the  Miniftry  of  one  remarkable  for  this  amiable 
Quality.  *  Should  not  you  account  your  paft  Situation; 

■f  I  Cir.  xiii.  1^  3,    ;^  Tit  laU  Rtv.  Caleb  Culhing  of  Salilbury. 


An  Ordination  SERMON,  27 

a  Talent  improveable  to  great  Proficiency  in  this  Virtue, 
inafmuch  as  the  earliefl:  ImprefTions  arc  generally  moft 
deep  and  lafting,  and  the  Example  of  one,  who  is  look'd 
upon  as  a  Father,  muft  be  peculiarly  ftriking. 

The  Work  you  are  engaging  in,  is  full  of  Difficul- 
ties i  but  Goodnefs  will  arm  you  with  Fortitude  in 
meeting  them,  and  even  infpire  you  with  Alacrity  in 
going  through  them.  Nothing  is  like  it  to  make  your 
Woik  eafy. 

May  the  Spirit  who  defcended  upon  your  Lord  and 
Matter  like  a  gentle  Dove,  on  the  Day  of  his  Inaugu- 
ration into  his  publick  Miniftry,  fall  on  you  this  E>ay, 
that  being  full  of  Goodnefs  your  Life  may  be  exceeding 
fruitful  in  the  A6ls  of  it.  And  may  you  at  length  reach 
the  World  above,  where  your  Charity  lhall  exift  to  im- 
mortal Ages,  when  your  Faith  is  expired  in  Vifion, 
and  your  Hope  is  fwallowed  up  in  Enjoyment. 

From  the  Paftor  elcft  of  this  People,  I  may  by  an  eafy 
Tranfition,  proceed  to  apply  myfelf  to  them  who  arc; 
prcfcntly  to  be  committed  to  his  Care. 

Beloved  Brethren, 

As  this  is  the  Day  of  the  Gladnefs  of  your  Hearts  o:l 
Account  of  your  happy  Profpeifts,  fo  do  we  rejoice  on 
your  Behalf.   A  good  Minifter  is  a  rich  Blcffing  j  and 

fuch 
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fuch  we  hope  you  are  about  to  receive.  As  he  is  to 
labour  among  you  in  the  Offices  of  Goodnefs,  fo  in  Re- 
turn fhew  Kindnefs  to  him.  Your  AfFeftions  feem  warm 
towards  him  now  ;  let  them  continue  fo.  Time  is  apt 
to  cool  the  Love  of  a  People  to  their  Teacher ;  let 
your's  grow  warmer,  as  the  longer  he  miniflers  to  you  in 
Fidelity,  the  more  worthy  he  will  be  of  it.  Overlook 
his  Failings  in  the  Performance  of  his  Duty,  for  he  pre- 
tends not  to  Perfedlion.  Comfort  him  under  Troubles ; 
make  the  beft  of  his  Services.  There  are  feme  fo  aban- 
doned as  even  to  trample  upon  Goodnefs  :  God  forbid  it 
fhould  be  fo  here.  — Yet  if  fuch  arife,  and  fet  themfclvts 
caufeledy  againft  your  Minifter,  take  his  Part,  and  leave 
hinfi  not  to  combat  the  Sons  of  Darknefs  alone.  En- 
courage him  in  Perplexities. 

Your  Beginning  in  this  Place  (my  Brethren)  was  fmallj 
but  your  latter  End  hath  greatly  increafed  :  And  now 
you  are  honouring  the  Lord  with  your  Subftance,  bjr 
making  fo  good  Provifion  for  the  Support  of  his  Servant  j 
yet  let  me  alk  it  of  you  to  fuperadd  your  private  Bene- 
faflions.  Even  the  fmallefl:  Prcfents  from  Parifiiioncry, 
as  they  are  Tellimonies  of  Rcfptcl  and  Love,  are  exceed- 
ing pieafant. 

Let  him  be  always  remembred  in  your  Prayers.  This 
1  dare^fay  he  judges  the  truefl  Goodnefs,  and  earneftly 
defires  of  you.    Be  follicitous  to  gUddcn  his  Heart  by 

profiting 
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profiting  under  his  Miniftry.  Let  the  Peace  of  GOD 
rule  in  your  Hearts^  to  which  ye  are  called  in  one  Body, 
Maintain  that  Union  in  him  which  at  prefent  is  lb 
grateful  to  us  all,  and  muft  be  fo  advantagious  to  your- 
felves.  Let  me  leave  with  you  the  Words  of  the  Apoftle 
to  the  Thejfalonians.  f  We  befeecb  you  Brethren  to  kno'.v 
them  who  labour  among  you^  and  are  over  you  in  the 
Lord,  and  admonijh  you.  Jnd  to  ejieem  them  very  highly 
in  Love  for  their  Work's  fake,  and  be  at  Peace  among 
yourfelves. 

I  will  now  conclude  with  a  Word  to  the  People  of 
various  Flocks  convened  on  this  Occafion  in  this  I  loufc. 

.  You  arc  very  forward  (Breihren)  to  attend  fuch  Solem- 
nities as  this,  I  would  hope  from  an  Aim  at  receiving 
feme  Benefit  yourfelves.  By  the  Difcourfes  at  fucli 
Seafons  you  cannot  but  perceive,  that  we  do  not  lay  Bur- 
dens upon  you,  which  we  think  ourfelves  excufed  from 
touching  with  one  of  our  Fingers.  Inftcad  of  thir, 
though  we  affirm  your  Obligations  to  Virtue  to  be  indif- 
penfible,  yet  we  allow  that  there  are  additional  ones 
lying  upon  us  of  peculiar  Force.  Perhaps  therefore  you 
may  the  more  readily  hearken  to  the  Exhortation  to 
Goodnefs,  after  you  have  heard  it  difpenfed  to  your 
Minifters. 

t  I  Th^f.   V.  12,  13. 
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Let  me  then  repeat  the  Charge,  which  hath  been 
often  given  to  you,  to  put  on  Charity  which  is  the  Bend 
»/  Perfelinefs.  *  Deteft  a  little  Spirit,  concerned  for  none 
but  yourfslves.  f  Look  not  every  Man  at  his  own  Ttihgs, 
hut  every  Man  alfo  at  the  Things  of  others.    Let  the  fame 
Mind  be  in  yon  which  waj  w  Christ  Jesus.  Abound 
in  a  liberal  Diftribution  to  the  Necenitous,even  as  Christ, 
S  who  was  rich,  for  our  fakes  became  Poor,  that  we  thro'  his 
Poverty  might  be  rich,  4.  Put  on,  as  the  eleSi  of  GOD  (holy 
and  beloved, )  Bowels  of  Mercies,  Kindnefs,  Humblenejs  of 
Mind,  Meeknefs,   Long  Juffering,  forbearing  one  another 
in  Love,  if  any  Man  have  a  parrel  again/i  any,  even  as 
CuRjiT  hath  forgiven  you,  fo  alfo  do  ye.    And  walk  in 
univerfal  Love,  as  Christ  alfo  hath  loved  you,  and  given 
bimfelf  for  you,  an  Offering  to  GOD  of  a  fwett  fmelling 
Savor.  *• 

Were  thefe  evangelical  Precepts  comply'd  with,  what 
a'pleafant  Revolution  would  there  be  among  us  ?  All 
Men  would  be  as  Brethren,  and  all  contiguous  Societies 
as  one  Family  A  continued  Series  of  good  Offices 
would  make  Life  pafs  away  in  a  Rapture,  and  Earth 
would  rcfembic  Heaven. 

And  Neceflity  is  laid  upon  you  thus  to  comply  with 
thcfc  Exhortations  of  the  Gofpel,  as  ever  you  would  be 
denominated  or  accepted  as  the  true  Subjcfls  of  it. 

•  Cohf.  iii.  14.  t  Phihpii.  ii.  4.  5.  |  2  Oir.  viii.  9. 
4.  Cilof.  iii.  12.  13  Ephff.  V.  2. 
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Your  Faith  is  vain,  if  it  does  not  work  by  Love. 
Your  Devotion  is  Hypocrify,  if  it  is  not  attended  with 
Charity.  Your  ProfelTion  is  a  Lie,  if  you  walk  not  ia 
Him  who  was  full  of  Grace.  O  then  be  concerned 
that  your  Souls  be  purified  in  obeying  the  T ruth  through 
the  Spirit  to  unfeigned  Love  of  the  Brethren.  See  to  ic 
that  ye  love  one  another  with  a  pure  Heart  fervently. 
Then  being  Followers  of  GOD  who  is  Love^  and  Jesus 
Christ  who  is  his  exprefs  Image,  you  (hall  at  length 
arrive  to  the  Scat  of  the  Blefled  and  aflbciating  with 
Myriads  of  Angels  and  Saints,  with  all  the  Endearments 
of  refined  and  perfe£l  Friendfhip,  you  fhall  with  them 
afcribe  Bleffing  and  Honour,  and  Glory  and  Power,  unt9 
Him  that  fttteth  upon  the  Throne^  and  to  the  Lamb, 
for  ever  and  ever. 
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A  DUDLEIAN  LECTURE 

SERMON. 


I  Corinthians,  II.  5. 

*'  That  y cur  faith  JJoouId  not  J} and  in  the  ivifdom  of  meriy 
but  in  the  po-wer  of  God." 

TH  E  pious  and  benevolent  Founder  of 
thefe  lefture?:,  having  limited  the  preach- 
ers of  this  fecond  in  the  feries,  to  the  fub- 
jeft  of  Chriftianity  in  the  mofl  prccife 
idea  of  it  ;  we  are  called  to  review  it, 
and  difcourfe  upon  it,  as  the  plan  of  fupreme  wifdom 
for  the  reftoring  a  degenerate  race  to  virtue  and  to  glo- 
ry •, — by  enlightning  human  darknels  — by  reclaiming 
the  difobedicnt  to  the  wifdom  of  the  juft  ; — by  rendring 
the  happinefs  of  offenders  confident  with  the  perfect 
purity  of  the  fupreme  Governor  ; — by  abolidiing  death, 
and  reftoring  thofe  fubjefted  to  it  to  immortality  ;  that 
plan  "  which  eye  had  not  before  feen,  nor  ear  heard,  nor 
had  it  entred  into  the  heart  of  man  to  conceive  of a 
plan  executed  at  fuch  a  time,  in  fuch  a  manner,  and  by 
fuch  inftruments,  as  to  Him,  the  all-perfea  fourceof  it, 
fcemed  beft,  and  which  is  therefore  on  all  accounts  bcft. 

In 
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In  order  to  men's  becoming  partakers  of  the  bene- 
fits of  this  plan  of  grace,  rhey  mufl:  ihcmfelves  be  aftive. 
Not  indeed  in  completely  informing  themfcive?,  as  Trom 
their  own  proper  fund,  of  every  article  which  conduces 
to  their  virtue  or  their  hopes  ;  (many  of  thefe  muft 
be  derived  immediately  from  him  by  whofe  good  plea- 
fure  alone  they  exift,  and  offered  +rom  him  to  the  human 
mind  •, )  but  in  examining  the  evidence,  by  which  what- 
ever claims  to  be  divine  truth,  fupports  its  claim — in 
receiving  it  in  the  love  of  it— and  in  be'ng  fandtified 
by  it. 

Therefore  thofe  who  would  attain  the  blelTings 
of  the  g'-fp^^l,  and  experience  it  to  be  "the  power  of 
God  unto  falvation,"  muft  be  perfuaded  of  the  truth  of 
Chrijlianily  preperly  fo  called  ;  and  the  queftion  arifcs. 
How  (hall  men  arrive  to  this  perfuafion,  which  is  in  our 
text  termed  failh  ?  Now  St.  Paul  affirms  that  this 
faith  or  perfuafion  hath  not  it's  foundation  on,  or  it's 
exiftcnce  in  or  by  the  "  wifJom  of  men,  but  the 
power  of  God." 

I  SUA  LI,  at  prefent  take  it  for  granted,  that  the 
phrafe,  "  the  wifdom  of  men,"  means  the  difquifitions 
of  philofophers,  (efpecially  as  retailed  in  the  harangues 
of  oraiors  and  rhetoricians  ;)  the  terms,  "  wife  men 
of  this  world,"  "  the  fcribe,"  "  the  difputer,"  "  the 
natural  man,"  point  out  thofe  who  refufe  to  receive 
any  thing  as  divine  truth,  but  what  they  become  ac- 
quainted with  in  the  fame  procefs,  thro'  which  they  are 
informed  of  the  principles  of  any  other  fcience. 


I  FURTHER 


(     7  ) 

I  FURTHER  afTume  here,  and  refer  my  hearers  to 
the  courfe  of  the  former  part  of  this  epiftle  for  the 
juftice  of  the  conftru(ftion  ;  that  the  apoftle  intends 
by  "faith"  the  alTent  of  the  mind  to  thofe  propofitions 
which  are  offl'red  to  our  aflcnt  from  the  fountain  of 
truth,  though  their  abftraft  nature,  reafon  and  found- 
ation, did  not  before,  or  do  not  now,  fully  appear  to  the 
mind.  (In  other  parts  of  the  gofpcl,  however,  'tis 
plain  that  the  word  "  faith"  includes  in  it's  idea  an 
inward,  cordial  reception  of,  and  reliance  upon,  Jefiis 
Chrift,  in  all  his  offices  •,  and  in  other  places,  in  a  yet 
larger  fenfe,  the  whole  Cliriftian  temper  and  life  is 
defcribed  under  this  comprehenfive  word  "  faith.") 

And  laflly,  I  think  it  plain,  that  by  the  exprefTions, 
"  the  power  of  God,"  "  demonftration  of  the  Spirit," 
and  "  fpiritual  difcernment,"  he  defigns  that  evidence 
of  miracles  and  it's  influence,  which  the  preachers  of 
Chrift  adduced,  as  full  proof  of  their  being  immediately 
employed  of  God  to  promulge  thofe  truths,  and  upon 
which  evidence  thofe  they  were  fent  to  were  bound  to 
embrace  them,  and  aft  upon  them. 

From  this  review  of  our  context  it  may  appear,  that 
we  are  led  to  lay  down  fome  truths  as  premifes,  from 
which  the  juftice  of  our  text  as  a  conclufion  will  follow. 
I  lay  it  down  then  as  clear,  that  the  perfon  who  will 
aflrnt  to  nothing  but  what  he  is  intuitively  certain  of,  or 
convinced  of  by  abftraifl  reafoning,  muft  remain  igno- 
rant of  many  and  very  interefting  truths.  That  there- 
fore in  this  flate  of  imperfeiftion  and  fin,  men  need  to 
have  much  religious  knowledge  conveyed  to  them  in 

fome 
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fome  other  way.  Chriftianity  fully  relieves  us  under 
this  unhappinefs,  this  neceflity.  It  relieves  us  by  "  faith" 
in  it  as  a  divine  revelation.  And  we  are  induced  to  this 
*'  faith"  by  the  teftimony  of  God  >  the  exertion  of 
his  power  to  warrant  the  divine  mifTion  of  its  founders. 
Therefore  it  is  "  fpiritually  difcerned."  "  Our  faith 
ftandeth  not  in  the  wifdom  of  men,  but  the  power  of 
God." 

I.  The  fitfl:  part  of  my  bulinefs,  then,  will  be  to 
illuflrate  and  confirm  this  point  •,  That  notwithftanding 
the  various  avenues  to  religious  knowledge,  yet  there 
are  important  articles  of  fpeculation  and  motives  to 
practice,  which  men  in  the  beft  improvement  of  the 
powers  of  their  minds  cannot  attain  to  (to  which  I 
fliall  add)  and  many  more,  which,  in  a  ftate  of  nature, 
men  had  but  little  or  no  knowledge  of. 

We  are  beings,  my  bearers^  of  limited  capacities  ; 
there  are  bounds  we  cannot  pafs.  Within  thofc  bounds 
there  are  three  didinfl  avenues  by  which  truth  enters 
the  mind,  and  is  acknowledged  by  it.  They  are,  in- 
tuition, difcuflion  or  reafoning,  and  teftimony. 

Intuition  is  the  direft  view  the  foul  has  of  the 
truth  and  reality  of  any  one,  or  the  relation  of  any  two 
or  more  ideas,  that  they  are  fo  immediate  as  neither  to 

need  nor  admit  of  any  reafoning  to  difcover  it.  * 

When 

•Tmi  propofition,  "lam,"  is  intuitively  certain;  and  to  ar^e,  "  I  thinic 
therefore  I  am,"  is  trifling  logirk.  And  where  one  conceives  juftly  of  God  and 
man,  it  lies  equally  clear  in  the  mind,  that  men  are  the  fubje£is  of  the  moral 
government  of  God.    Perhapi  alfo  the  idea  of  caufe  and  efiefl,  U  among  all 

created 
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Whem  fclf-cvident  principles  fail  us,  we  apply  to 
rcafoning,  and  come  by  an  indefinite  number  of  fteps, 
in  pi  oportion  as  truth  lies  near  or  more  remote  iiom 
intuition,  to  low  probability  or  moral  certainty. 

But  then,  with  refpecTt  to  both  thefe  fources  of  know- 
ledge, refledion  on  ourfelves,  and  the  experience  of 
mankind  in  gencal,  compel  us  to  own  their  deficiency 
in  refpedts  moft  deeply  concerning  our  beft  welfare. 

And  though  'tis  not  intended,  by  any  Eulogitwi  on 
Chriftianity,  to  deny  that  the  human  undcrftanding,  well 
improved,  may  attain  to  many  prime  truths  rclpefting 
God  and  morality,  yet  it  is  to  be  obferved  thit  this  will 
be  the  portion  of  but  comparatively  few.  The  extent 
of  knowledge  to  which  any  one  can  arrive,  depends  on 
the  original  flandard  of  his  intellectual  powers,  and  on 
their  being  cultivated  by  education, exf>anded  bv  enquiry 
and  tlie  inftruflions  ofthe  W!fe,and  emancipated  from  the 
fhackles  of  corporeal  afFeclion,which  war  ag.iinft  truth  as 
well  as  virtue.  So  that  fome  will  need  foreign  aid  beyond 
the  operations  of  their  own  minds,much  morethan  others, 
in  order  to  their  acquaintance  with  the  fame  truths  •,  and 
after  all,  there  may  be  many,we  are  fure  there  are  many, 
and  thofe  of  great  concern,  which  man  at  his  beft  eftate 
falls  fhort  of. 

created  things,  as  clear  and  unperplcxcd  :  The  minj  fees  without  a  covirfe  of  ar- 
gument that  nothing  which  begins  toexift,  can  be  without  fome  agency  to  pro- 
duce it.  There  mult  therefore  be  fome  fixt  and  neceffarily  exifting  caufe  of  all. 
So  with  regard  to  morality,  right  and  wrong  appear  in  many  inftance?  moft  obvi- 
ous ;  and  he  who  labours  by  acourfe  of  ethiral  arjuments  to  prove  the  obliquity 
of  ingratitude,  profanenefs,  murder,  and  the  like,  might  be  more  ufefuUy  em- 
ployed. 


B 


Wherefore 
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Whipefore,  though  we  ailow,  that  if  all  rt.en 
were  philofophcrs,  if  all  had  capacity,  Ic  ifure  and  difpo- 
fition  for  ethical  and  metaphyfical  fpeculations  ;  it  the 
many  were  not  diverted  from  clofe  thought,  by  the  dif- 
fipations  and  cares  of  life  ;  nor  prejudiced  againft  truth 
and  virtue  by  vicious  afFcdions  ;  a  much  better  fyftem 
of  theology, theoretical  and  pradlical, would  have  been  ge- 
nerally received  than  has  been ;  yet  it  is  facl,  experience  has 
proved  it,  th.it  not  only  the  untutored  populace  have,  in 
the  ftate  of  nature,  been  grofsly  ignorant  of  the  great 
things  which  intimntely  concern  virtue  and  happinefs  ; 
not  only  were  philolophers  unable  to  make  any  great 
progrefs,  in  propagating  the  religion  of  nature  but 
thefe  wife  men  of  this  world  were  far  from  agreeing 
among  themfelves,  in  their  fentiments  of  the  capital 
dodrines  and  rules  of  religion. 

An'  c  I  E  N  T  hiRory,  as  well  as  modern  voyagers  and 
travellers,  give  us  credible  i^idence  of  the  wretched  ftate 
of  unenlightened,  uncultivated  nature,  notwithflanding 
all  the  efforts  of  the  vvifdom  of  this  world.  St.  Paul's 
account  was  not  exaggerated,  when  he  faid,  "  The  Gen- 
tiles walk  in  the  vanity  of  their  minds,  having  the  un- 
derftanding  darkned,  being  alienated  from  the  life  of 
God  through  the  ignorance  that  is  in  them,  becaule  of 
the  blindnefs  of  their  hearts  •,  who,  being  paft  feeling, 
have  ffiven  themfelves  over  to  lafcivioufnefs,  to  work  alJ 
uncieannefs  with  greedinefs.  * 

The  great  God,  the  Lord  of  all,  is  a  pure  Spirit  ; 
and  in  proportion  as  the  multitude  are  immerfed  in 


*  Ephcf.  iv.  17. 


fcnfe, 
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fenfe,  tbeir  conceptions  of  him  will  be  grofs  and  unwor- 
thy, and  in  fuch  proportion  the  motives  to  fandity  will 
be  weakned.  Philolophers  have  been  few  in  any  age, 
who  have  attained  to  ideas,  in  ariy  me-afure  jufl:,  of  that 
great  Being  on  whom  all  depend  j  and  the  arguments 
of  thofe  few  have  been  fo  fubtle,  that  it  is  no  wonder 
they  had  little  fuccefs  in  promoting  true  theifm,  to  any 
very  extenfive  and  happy  tffcLt. 

A  s  refpeft  to  God,  is  the  formal  idea  of  religion  ; 
fothe  fear  and  love  of  him,  are  the  main  motives  to  it. 
For  a  man  may  have  a  quick  and  Hvely  fcnfe  of  moral 
good  and  evil  may  clearly  fee  beauty  and  proportion 
in  the  one,  and  ugly  deformity  in  the  other  may  own 
an  eternal  fitnefs  in  the  one,  and  tb.at  it's  oppofite  is  con- 
trary to  the  invariable  relations  of  things,  and  yet  may 
be  a  very  profligate,  and  fay,  0  What  care  i  for  fitnefs, 
beauty,  reafon  and  right  •,  I  gratify  myfelf,  and  have  my 
reward  tor  defpifing  thefe  fi^ib'-iri  fpcculations  ?  What 
little  hold  then  muft  fuchBRncments  have  on  thofe, 
who  think  God  fuch  an  one,  or  worfe,  thin  themfdves  ? 

The  natural  proofs  of  the  immortality  of  the  fou?, 
are  extremely  abftrafled.  The  bsft  genius's,  even  at 
this  day,  mull  labour  if  they  would  feel  their  weight. — 
The  refurreftion  from  the  dead,  nature  never  fufpeded. 
How  then  fliould  the  multitude  be  induced  to  live  as 
heirs  of  immortality  ? 

The  chief  rational  bafis  of  the  doctrine  of  future  re- 
wards and  punifhments,  is  the  prefent  unequal  diflribu- 
tions  of  Providence.    But  there  are  fo  many  circum- 

llances 
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ftances  to  be  attended  ro,  before  that  inequality  is  proved, 
that  this  kind  of  evidence  is  not  eafily  or  generally  fcen 
in  a  clear  and  ftrong  light.  For  how  many  never  faw 
inftances  of  this  inequality  ?  Who  precifely  knows  the 
mofal  characters  of  thofe  about  him  ?  Who  is  judge  of 
the  degree  of  hapninefs  attending  confcious  virtue  under 
fufFetings,  or  of  the  fecret  wretchedntfs  of  a  profligate  ? 
Upon  a  penetrating  mind,  this  argument  has  great 
force  ;  but  'tis  certain,  that  in  limes  pad  it  has  not  had 

a  general,  deep  influence  in  theory  or  praftice. 

*  ■ 

What  man,  concerned  for  his  befl;  intereft,  would 
not  dcfire  to  be  afliflcd,  in  emerging  from  the  depths 
wherein  the  fages  of  antiquity  were  plungfd,  concerning 
the  chief  good — the  feat  |jpd  nature  of  virtue  and  vice— 
fixt  fate  and  free  will — fullen  ftoicifm  on  the  one  fide, 
and  profane  epicqreiftri  on  the  other  ?  Who  would  not 
defire  a  plain  direction,  "  what  he  fliould  do  lo  be  faved." 

Especially  the dBfcqueflion,  what  the  admi- 
niflrations  of  God  are  ofwiU  be,  refpccting  ofl^ending 
creatures, who  have  tranfijrefled  the  divine  law,  and  can 
h  ive  no  hope  of  h.ippinefs,  but  on  the  bafis  of  rnere 
mercy  ?  This  capital  enquiry,  I  fay,  is  far  beyond  hu- 
man inveftigation.  Whether  there  is  with  God  tor- 
givenefs  of  the  penal  efifects  of  fin,  natural  or  judicial— r 
and  on  what  terms — of  how  many  fins,  and  with  what 
aggravations — and  what  degrees  of  happinefs  are  to  be 
expedled — and  when  and  where :  Reafon  at  it's  beft  eft  ate  is 
filenced  here.  Becaufe  thefe  things  depend  on  the  will  of 
him,whofe  "  ways  are  not  as  our'sj"  whofe  government 
refpt'(5ls  not  merely  this  little  Ipor,  but  an  interminj^ble 
univerfe  ;  for  whofe  peace  and  order,fcverity  to  ofl^enders 

might, 
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might,  for  ought  men  could  fay,  be  of  the  highert  utility. 
Nature  might  hope,  but  unaided  nature  mud  fear,  and 
be  fubjecled  to  an  anxious  bondage. 

Wherefore,  I  fay,  that  upon  thefe  confiJerations, 

II.  "Faith"  is  a  fuitable,  needful  and  comfortable 
method  of  receiving  knowledge,  refpc  fting  moft  impor- 
tant points  ot  4o<5trine,  rules  of  lik,  and  motives  to  right 
Condu<fl. 

Some  minds  may  be  under  fuch  difad vantages,  fo 
unable  to  determine  for  themfelves  in  weighty  matters, 
that  it  may  be  their  prudence  to  aft  upon  the  fentiments 
of  others  wifer  than  themfelves.  In  matters  of  fad 
which  our  own  fenfes  hive  r|ot  been  privy  to,  the  tefti- 
mony  of  men  defer vcs  fuch  credit,  as  Vire  ought  to  hazaul 
our  bcft  interells  upon. 

But  "  if  we  receive  the  witnefs  of  men,  the  wltnefs 
pf  God  is  greater."  "  Wjjpn  we  are  convinced  that  the 
fountain  of  truth  has  declared,  "  this  propofition  is  true," 
*'  this  conduift  is  right" — "  this  is  my  method  of  admi- 
niftration"--"thisitis  my  decree  todo"--"  that  eventyou 
are  to  expedl  i"  I  dy^^q  convinced,  nothing  remains  for  us, 
buttobelieveanddo.  And  this  is  what  I  mean  by  "faith." 
yV  perfuafion  on  th.it  evidence, '  to  which  we  ought  in 
reafon  to  give  credit,  that  God  has  thus  decl.ued,  coni- 
jnanded  or  florbldden,  or  that  he  has  thus  determined. 

It  may  pleafe  God  to  reveal  his  truths  or  will  iwtiie- 
4iately.  For  cannot  the  Father  of  Spirits,  ever  prefcnt 
with  us,enlighten  imperfefl  minds  by  his  inward  energy  ; 
and  dired  thof?  he  fo  convcrfes  with,  how  to  diftinguifli 

between 
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between  divine  communications,  and  the  heights  of  an 
enthufiaflic  fancy,or  the  illufions  of  depraved  fpiiits  ?  He 
who  denies  this  intercourie  between  God  and  man,  would 
or  might,  had  he  not  fenfible  proof  of  the  fafl,  ridicule 
it  as  an  abfurd  whimfy,  that  a  particular  modification 
and  undulation  of  the  air  fhould  convey  from  one  to  an- 
other mind,  ideas  of  the  moft  abftradt  propofitions. 

When  the  Almighty  mediately  ufes  inftruments, 
like  ourfclves,  to  convey  his  light  and  truth  to  us,  they 
muft  be  able  to  give  convincing  evidence,  that  they  re- 
ceived their  meflfages  from  God,  and  were  ordered  by 
him  to  publifti  them.  The  proof  mufl  be  fuch  as  (hall 
be  perceived  by  thofe  to  whom  it  is  offered,  and  leave 
ihem  no  reafon  to  doubt,  bj^t  that  what  thefe  meflengers 
deliver,  is  really  the  *•  teftimony  of  God,"  or  that  which 
he  in  a  wife  and  fufficient  manner  teftifies  to  the  truth  of. 

There  is  no  other  avenue  of  moral  or  religious 
truth,  but  what  may  be  aidcci  and  rendered  more  perfect 
by  "  faith."  Thus  when  th^b  gans  heard  the  pure  fen- 
timents  of  infpiration  concerning  the  one  true  God,  w  hich 
laid  before,  if  at  all,  yet  in  dark  confufion  in  their  minds, 
thofe  truths  commanded  their  afTent,  not  merely  on  the 
Credit  of  the  preacher,  but  of  theii-own  intuitive  truth.  J 
Similar  advantages  may  attend  this  way  of  communicat- 
ing truths,  which  tho'  not  before  known,  yet  require  but 
little  tho't  for  convidion  of  their  folid  foundation. 

But  in  matters  of  reafoning,  the  advantage  of  faith 

is 

J  In  this  view  it  is  far  from  being  true,  that  in  order  to  one's  receiving  any 
benefit  from  holy  fcriplurc,  he  muft  te  firft  convinced  of  it's  divine  authority, 
for  they  may  be  a  means  themfclves  of  proving  their  original,  and  opening  tte 
mind  to  a  thorough  conviflion  thereof. 
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is  ftiU  more  clearly  vifible.  For  fuch  is  the  natural  im- 
perfedion  of  the  mind,  fuch  the  depths  of  ignorance 
into  which  it  may  fink,  fuch  its  dullnefs  in  thofe  who 
ior  want  of  leifure  or  application  are  unufed  to  rational 
procefles,  that  innumerable  doubts  are  refolved,  and  diffi- 
culcies  removed,  by  the  authority  of  a  "  thus  faith  the 
Lord,"  which  might  otherwife  perplex  the  foul,  and  ren- 
der the  practical  influence  of  the  moll  weighty  docflrines 
and  advices  nothing  at  all.  Efpecially  will  the  cafe  be 
fo  with  thofe  who  cannot  abftrafl,  nor  enter  into  the 
reafon  of  things.    And  how  many  are  they  ? 

Most  of  all,  with  refpeft  to  truths  which  depend  on 
the  fovereign  wifdom  of  God  for  their  exiflence,  relative 
to  fuch  condudl  of  his,  as  we  mull  have  otherwife  been 
ignorant  of,  and  yet  it  may  highly  concern  us  to  know  •, 
there  we  plainly  fee  that  revelation  from  him,  is  the  only 
method  whereby  we  can  be  informed  of  them. 

The  prefumption  therefore  would  be  ftrong,  previ- 
ous to  any  trial,  that  if  God  in  mercy  fliould  appear  this 
way  for  men,  whereby  truth  fhould  enter  their  minds  by 
an  eafy  convincing  procefs,  and  motives  to  virtue  prcfs 
with  their  full  weight  ;  real  religion  would  be  promot- 
ed and  extended,  in  abundantly  greater  degrees,  than 
by  any  different  method.  If  therefore  Chriftianity  in 
it's  purity  has  had  fuch  an  efFeft,  a  ftrong  argument  of 
its  divinity  arifes. — But  leaving  prefumptions,  I  proceed, 

III.  Chriftianity  is  a  fyftem  of  truths,  fpeculative  and 
practical,  of  the  higheft  importance  to  men  ;  our  faith 
of  which,  properly  fo  calleJy  or  in  it's  flricfteft  definition,is 

founded 
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ibniidul,  and  Ibbly  founded,  on  the  power  of  God,  rx- 
cmd  for  the  purpofe  of  demazxiing  aod  inducing  tkjt 
fiith. 

Though  Chriftianity  is  mod  firmly  founded  on  ar- 
gaxner^ti  yet  thcgofpd  is  not  n-,erdya  fyllem  or  rcafoo- 
ing.  Il  takes  for  granted  diofe  firft  fwindplcs,  which 
iHwft  be  fixed  in  the  mind,  bd'ore  it  can  aCent  to  any 
th'r.g,  as  having  the  authority  of  a  divine  revelation.  It 
o&rs  ittJf  as  a  mcfla^  from  the  God  of  all  grace  to  a 
dark  and  d^enerate  world.  Men  of  pene:ration  will 
indeed  much  ferve  the  cai^  ofChrift,  by  their  rcfearch- 
cs  into  the  rational  and  moral  foundation  of  many  re- 
vealed truths,  but  it  is  by  a  perfuafion  that  they  arc 
the  declarations  ot  God,  that  we  formally  fubmit  to 
rhrm  and  embrace  ihem. 

Christ  I  AX  ITT  is  built  on  this  foundation,  that 
there  is  one  only  true  and  eternal  God,  the  creator,  fop- 
portrr,  ruler  and  judge  ofUb^i^o the  "  hater  of  ini- 
quity," but  the  "  rewarder  of  ihofc  that  diligently  leek 
him**,  and  that  "  man  is  his  offsprirg." — And  it  teaches 
us  that  man  was  originally  deCgncd  tor  imrrortal.ty, 
while  he  maintained  his  innocence  -,  but  placed  in  fuch 
a  rank  beings  that  be  might  o&end,  the  natural  fruit 
of  which  would  be  the  encreafed  power  of  vicious  incU- 
nadoos  j  the  judicial  efftct,  death. — It  afiures  us,  that 
znao  of  his  own  free  agency  onended,  vice  propagated, 
and  death  took  place. — But  that  in  ("Jch  a  defpcrate  fitu- 
ation,  the  mercy  of  him  who  is  prefentcd  to  us,  not  by 
tenns  which  denote  his  abftrad,met2phyf2cal  efiencejbut 
which  infpirc  reverence  and  confidence,  temperirg  the 

fevcrity 
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feverity  of  a  judge  with  the  bowels  of  a  father,  provid- 
ed a  method  worthy  of  himfclf,  whereupon  the  whole 
human  race  fhoald  agiin  live,  and  be  placed  ;n  various 
condition?  of  trial  for  an  happy  immortality. — That  his 
fupreme  wifdom,  wh  ch  in  all  his  works  within  our  ob- 
firvation,  ufes  fubordinate  means  and  inftruments  to 
bring  about  his  ends,  appo'nted  one  perfon  to  be  under 
him  the  faviour  of  linners,  from  the  firfl  ftep  of  it  in 
their  being  "  turned  from  darkneis  to  light,"  to  his 
finally  prefenting  them  to  his  Father,  as  worthy  of  im- 
mortal honour  and  happinefs. 

This  great  perfon  is  charaftenzed,in  terms  infpiring 
reverence,  love,  and  di^manding  all  credit  and  confidence, 
as  the  "  brightnefsof  the  Father's  glory,  the  expiefs 
image  of  his  perfon,"  who  "  was  in  the  beginning  v/ith 
God,  and  is  God."  This  Son  ot  God  in  due  time  be- 
came incarnate,  and  employed  life  to  the  moft  beneficent 
purpofes  ot  bringing  men  to  God  ;  which  he  efp,  cially 
did,  by  inftrudling  us  in  what  it  mofl:  of  all  concerned  us 
to  know,  and  none  but  a  mcflenger  from  God  could  in- 
form us  of,  viz.  "  That  God  was  in  him  reconciling 
the  world  to  himfelf,"  being  difpofed  to  forgive  finners, 
and  rtftore  them,  on  gracious  and  equitable  terms,  to 
fuch  blefTings  as  even  unfpotted  innocence  could  not  claim 
of  right — that  unfeigned  repentance  and  the  genuine 
fruits  of  it,  "  fobriety,  righteoufnefs  and  godlinefs,"  are 
the  terms  of  that  covenant  of  grace,  whereby  we  are  re- 
newed to  hope.  He  has  furnifhed  us  with  every  motive 
which  can  work  on  a  cautious  or  generous  mind,  above 
all  with  the  p-ofped  of  the  future  terrors  ot  the  Lord, 
and  "  the  blefled  hope  of  the  glorious  appearing  of  the 
C  great 
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great  God  and  our  faviour  Jefus  Chrift.  Thefe  folemn 
futurities  he  has  diftinclly  and  frequently  fet  before  us. 

And  to  the  end  that  none  fhould,from  this  ditplay  of 
undeferved  mercy, prefi. me  upon  eafy  pardon,  but  might, 
when  they  gratefully  own  the  beneficb,  reverence  the  pu- 
rity of  God  and  fear  before  him  •,  for  thefe,  I  fay,  among 
other  intentions,  the  death  of  Chrift,  a  moft  memorable 
event,  is  declared  to  be  of  the  nature  of  a  ranfom,  a  fa- 
crifice,  which  having  b^en  once  offered  to  God,  every 
meafure  of  mercy  thencetorth  confided  with  the  refto- 
ral  holinefs  of  the  Lord  of  men  and  angfls.  At  the  fame 
time  the  divine  love  of  fandity  has  been  illuftrioufly 
fliewn,  in  the  noble  reward  of  the  perfevering  obedience 
of  Jefus,  who  was  therefore  exalted  to  all  power,that  he 
might  have  full  fcope  to  exercife  that  fublime  f  ricndfhip 
to  men,  which  by  dying  for  them  he  proved  was  near  his 
heart. 

Jesus  is  "head  over  all  things  to  the  church." 
He  promotes  his  caufe  by  the  wifeft  means.  He  firft 
fent  forth  minifters  to  propagate  it,  armed  with  the 
power  of  God.  He  fixed  conftitutions  and  ordinances, 
to  derive  on  it  all  the  advantages  of  religious  fociety. 
And  he  is  the  difpenfer,  under  God,  of  that  internal  in- 
fluence, rcfpcdling  the  real  difpofitions  of  men,  whereby, 
in  fpite  of  weaknefs  and  corruption,  they  avail  them- 
felves  of  the  means  of  repentance  and  virtue  whereby, 
they  are  "  born  of  God",  and  become,  in  the  worthitft 
fenfe,  the  "  Sons  of  God." 

The  immediate  agent  here,  isa divine perfon,  term- 
ed "  the  Spirit  of  God",  whofe  perfections  and  office 
demand  our  veneration  and  dependance.  The 
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The  exalted  Jefus  is  to  maintain  this  pofl:  of  dignity, 
till  the  ends  of  wifdom  in  this  ftate  of  thing's  is  anfwered. 
Then  the  Icenefhali  be  clofed  all  thefe  fuborJinations 
fhallccafe  ;  and  "  God  fliall  be  all  in  all." 

I  HAVE  given  this  compendium  of  Chrillianity  properly 
fa  called,  to  colledt  in  one  view  thofe  important  articles, 
which  evidently  need  other  proof  than  the  "  wifdom  of 
men"  ;  they  are  the  chief  pai  ts  of  the  adminillrations  of 
God,  with  which  our  welfare  is  conneifted.  To  afk, 
why  there  are  fuch,  rather  than  of  a  different  nature  or 
form,  is  a  queflion  which  only  pride  and  petulance  would 
dare  to  afk.  The  only  proper  enquiry  is,  are  they  really 
fuch  ?  And  the  anfwer  to  chis  qiieftion,  which  is  our 
*'  faith,  ftandeth  not  in  the  wifdom  of  men,  but  in  the 
power  of  God." 

The  wifdom  of  man  may  be  challenged  to  contrive 
a  more  proper  way,  to  reveal  fuch  things,  and  induce  the 
belief  of  them,  than  the  fending  mcfTcngrrs  to  declare 
them,  and  togive  thofe  they  were  fent  tc  full  evidence  that 
thefe  minifters  of  God  were  fpecially  charged  with  them 
by  him  that  what  thev  fpake  was  not  their  own,  but 
his  who  fent  th^-m.  That  this  is  the  cafe  with  refpetfl  to 
Chrirtianity,  I  now  proceed  biiefly  to  illuftrate  and  con- 
firm, which  will  compleat  our  fubjeft. 

That  Jefus,  "  the  author  and  finiiher  of  our  faith," 
(for  I  fhall  confine  myfcrlf  to  him)  wrought,  not  one  or 
a  few,  but  a  continued  feries  of  miraculous  works,  is  a 
truth  of  fadl:  as  fully  proved,  as  anyone  of  that  kind  can 
be. — They  were  many, — indifputably  bcfide  the  courfe 

of 
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of  nature,  anri  beyond  human  power, — done  in  a  man- 
ner which  evinctd  tht-ir  reality, — in  places  of  confpicu- 
ous  refort,and  with  public  appeals  to  the  fpedators.  And 
to  complete  the  feries,  he  arofe  from  the  dead  himfelf, 
according  to  his  own  prediction  and  declaration.  I'htfe 
were  fafts, which  his  word  enemies  who  were  contempo- 
rary with  them,  fagacious,  engaged  in  interefl:  and  incli- 
nation to  deny  if  they  could,  yet  denied  not.  Numbers 
of  more  impartial  minds,  eye- vvirneflesof  them,  were  con- 
vinced, for  they  became  his  difriples.  His  own  refur- 
redlion  was  by  theeffefts  of  it  efpecially  made  fo  certain, 
that  the  continuance  and  fuccefs  of  his  caufe  can  by  no 
pofubility  be  accounted  for,  but  by  the  reality  of  that 
refurre(ftion.  For  confidering  the  oppofition  of  preju- 
dice, of  philofophy,  of  luft,  of  the  fecular  arm  ;  thro* 
their  combined  influence  it  muft  have  declined  and  died, 
if  this  capital  faft  had  not  been  true  or,  to  adopt  the 
fmgular  language  of  a  fubtle  enemy  of  our  faith,  it's  fuc- 
cefs muft  have  been  an  infinitely  greater  miracle  tharj 
any  on  which  it  profefTed  to  be  founded  •,  and  therefore, 
according  to  the  dodlrine  of  Mr.  HumCy  the  reality  of 
thefe  miracles  muft  be  afluredly  believed, 

Jesus,  when  he  wro't  thefe  works,  ever  affirmed 
that  he  d.d  them  by  the  power  of  God  and  appealed 
to  them  as  that  evidence  which  the  great  God  and  Father 
of  all  offered,  for  the  conviction  of  all  who  faw  them, 
or  ftiouldhave  credible  teftimony  of  them  j  that  all  his 
doftrines  and  infti  uftions  were  divine  truths,  and  fuch 
truths  as  God  had  commifTioned  him  to  publifh  to  the 
world.  The  confequence  is  ungainfayable  ;  that  if  the 
power  of  God  was  therein  manifefted  to  the  very  end  of 

inducing 
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inducing  faith  of  the  truth  of  Jefus,  we  ought  to  hear 
him,  to  attend  to,  and  embrace  what  he  dcHvered,  as 
firmly  as  though  we  heard  them  by  "  a  voice  from  the 
heavenly  glory." 

To  prove  that  it  was  fo,  what  fhall  be  faid  ?  Power 
far  fuperior  to  that  of  the  vifible  agent,  was  certainly 
exerted.  The  agr-nt  declared,  that  was  "  th;  power  of 
God."  And  did  Jefus  ever  fhew  a  fymptom  of  deceit 
or  fallhood  Did  he  not  give  the  ftrongefl  proofs  of 
veracity  and  integrity  ?  Was  not  the  dcfign  and  ten- 
dency of  his  fyftem  worthy  of  God  to  interpofe  in  favour 
of  ?  Sup'^i  ior  beings,  one  at  lead,  were  certainly  con- 
cerned in  th-fe  marvellous  works.  Were  they  evil  ones  ? 
Read  Chrift's  argument,  infidel  !  in  Matth.  xv.  25.  and 
be  fiient.  "Were  they  good  ones  ?  They  could  not  then 
combine  vvith  an  impoftor.  Nor  would  the  God  of 
love  fufil'r  an  impofition  on  his  poor  creatures,  which 
they  fhould  have  no  reafonable  means  of  detecfling. 
They  mud  therefore  have  been  the  miniflers  of  God  ; 
Che  power  in  the  lafl  refort  is  Iiis.  Let  any  fober  mind 
refleft  on  the  uniform,  plain  and  high  Tendency  of 
Chriftianity,  to  honour  the  God  of  purity  and  mercy, 
and  to  enlighten,  purify,  and  ennoble  the  nature  of  men  ; 
let  him  review  what  it  enjoins  on  us  at  prefent,  and 
teaches  us  to  expeft  hereafter  ;  and  will  he,  can  he 
doubt  whence  it's  origin,  and  who  fealed  it's  truth  ? 
Could  we  tranfport  ourfelves  back  to  the  times  and 
places,  where  he  "  who  went  about  doing  good,"  healed 
the  fick  and  raifed  the  dead  i  could  we  then  have  mixed  with 
the  admiring  multitude  ;  could  ive  have  followed  him, 
and  hear  the  gracious  words  which  proceeded  from  his 
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lips  ;  could  we  hear  him  fay,  "  The  words  which 
I  fpeak.  are  not  mine,  but  the  Father's  which  fent  me, 
and  '*  if  yebeheve  not  for  my  words,  y^-t  believe  for  the 
work's  fake fhould  we  not  without  .  Citation  have 
owned  him  in  his  true  charafler,  uiilefs  perhaps  a  yet 
depraved  mind  had  tempted  us,by  fubtlt-  finefTe  and  the 
fophiftic  deceitfulnefs  of  fin,  to  leave  the  plain  fentiments 
of  common  fenfe  and  judgment,and  to  deceive  our  own 
felves.  Would  not  infidelity  have  been  beaten  out  of 
every  entrenchment  ?  Muft  we  not  have  heen  forced  to 
own,  "  fufely  this  man  is  the  Son  of  God  ?" 

Thus  much  muft  f-rve  for  the  illuftration  and  con- 
firmation of  our  text,  fo  defcriptive  of  the  foundation  of 
Chriftianity,  properly  fo  called.    Not  that  I  would  be 
fuppofed  to  fet  up  miracles  as  the  only  proof  of  it's  truth. 
The  excellency  of  the  moral  part  of  our  religion — the 
agreement  of  what  is  merely  revealed  with  our  natural 
ideas  of  the  holinefs,  mercy  and  fovereign  wifdom  of 
God — it's  improving  upon  former  difpenfations  of 
heaven — the  accomplifhment  of  ancient  prophecies — - 
the  propagation  of  this  caufe  in  fpite  of  all  oppofi  ion. — 
All  thefe  and  others  are  arguments  of  great  weight. 
But  they  exceed  the  bounds  of  one  difcourfe.  And  after 
all,  this  of  miracles  is  the  capiul  proof  m  the  cafe,  which 
the  founder  of  our  faith  laid  the  greatefl  ftrefs  upon. 
Take  away  this,  the  foundation  is  comparatively  (lender  ; 
lay  this  bafis,  it  will  fupport  whatever  you  juftly  build 
upon  it,  though  collateral  props  were  removed.  For 
hereby  he  who  delivered  things  worthy  of  God,  proved 
that  he  came  from  God, 
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The  credibility  of  the  gofpel  hiftory,  whereon  we 
depend  for  the  reality  of  thefe  wonders,  and  all  fubfe- 
qu?nt  ones  wrought  by  tht-  fiifl:  miniflers  of  Chrift,  is 
alfo  a  diftind  fubjrdl,  capable  of  convincing  pioot,  buc 
mufl  be  now  omitted. 

I  CONCLUDE  wiih  fome  reflections.  And, 

1.  An  oppofer  of  our  religion  mighr  well  be  afked, 
whether  he  could  lay  his  hand  on  his  heart,  and  fay  his 
d:Ci^n  was  friendly  to  mankind.  If  he  fhould  fucceecl 
in  his  endeavours  to  evert  it,  has  he  a  clearer  fyftem  of 
theology  topropofe,  belter  rules  of,  or  higher  motives  to 
private  and  focial  virtue  ?  Has  he  a  more  efficacious 
plin  to  lay,  for  promoting  ihe  honour  of  God,  and  good 
of  men  ?  Or  can  he  relieve  our  ignorance,  and  point 
out  the  defi<3;ns  of  God  to  us  ?  Let  the  writings  of  mo- 
dern  infi.leis  anfwer  thefe  queftions.  If  then  in  propor- 
tion as  one  weakens  the  faith  of  Chriftianity,  he  hurts 
the  interefts  of  peace  and  order,  virtue  and  happinefs,  is 
not  the  prefumption  violent,  that  he  is  wrong  ?  What 
a  heart  or  what  a  head  mud  he  have,  to  labour  to  over- 
throw the  beft  foundation  of  virtue,  and  place  in  its  (lead 
a  vague,  heartlefs  fyftem,  which  every  one  may  garble, 
according  to  his  tafte  or  prejudices.  Men  of  this  turn 
have  reafon  to  examine  themfelves  clofely,  what  fpirit 
they  are  of ;  for  truth  comes  not  "  to  deftroy  men,  but 
to  fave  them." 

2.  It  ought  to  be  remarked  as  an  inftanceof  the  wif- 
dom  and  goodnefs  of  God,  that  the  evidence  of  mira-* 
des  is  extremely  well  adapted  to  the  wet  king  faith  in 
the  plain  and  fimplc,  and  for  them,  as  being  the  body  of 
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mankind,  the  gbfpel  was  chiefly  dcfignec^.  Had  it 
been  intended  only  for  the  "  difputer,"  *'  the  wife  man," 
it  might  perhaps  have  been  confirmed  in  another  man- 
ner. But  the  people  cannot  abftraft  much,  they  cannot 
draw  far-fetched  inferences,  they  are  cxpofed  to  err,  and 
lofe  themfelves  when  they  attempt  it.  But  they  can  fee. 
Experience  has  informed  them  what  is  beyond  human 
power.  When,  therefore,  they  fee  works  done  far  be- 
yond it,  and  the  agent  fays,  "  Thefe  I  do  to  prove  that 
God  is  with  me  •,"  they  can  infer  as  certainly  as  the 
ihrtwdert  philofopher,  "this  is  the  firger  of  God";  this 
man  could  not  do  thefe  things,  except  God  were  with 
him  :  And  on  the  other  hand,  werefuch  proof  adduced 
in  favour  of  falfhood  and  hurtful  opinions,  they  can  fay, 
cither  thele  are  juggling  frauds,  or  an  enemy  to  God 
and  goodnefs  hath  done  this.  But  the  nature  of  Chrifti- 
anity  is  fuch,  tlut  this  laft  comes  not  in  queftion  ;  it's 
fpirit  breathes  "  glory  to  God  in  the  higheft,  peace  on 
earth,  good  will  to  and  among  men." 

3.  From  this  laft  remark,  I  am  led  to  another,  nor 
very  foreign  from  it :  It  is  this,  Chriftianity,  properly  fo 
called,  deals  very  little  in  metaphyfics  or  any  abfirufe  fai- 
ence. It  isdefignedfortbehigh  benefit ofthofeofcommon 
underftanding,  of  babes.  Of  "  God  the  eternal  fpirit," 
it  declares  not  thephyfical  efTcnce,  but  his  attribut(  s  it 
prefents  him  to  us  as  a  creator,  lord,  judge  and  father  ; 
and  from  our  ideas  of  thefe  relations,  excites  us  to  every 
becoming  affedion  towards  him.  "  The  bleffed  Trinity" 
is  not  therein  defcribed  by  the  dodlrine  of  triangles,  or 
of  the  emanation  of  light  from  the  fun  but  it  teaches 
us  the  perfonal  properties  of  the  Sacred  Three,v  hom  wc 
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adore,  and  on  whom  we  depend.  Beyond  thefe  we  ought 
not,  nor  can  we  proceed  in  our  fpeculations.  The 
gofpel  relieves  entirely  under  philofophical  perpltxities, 
concerning  moral  liberty  and  neceflity ;  for  when  one, 
by  applying  the  properties  of  mechanical  powers  to  the 
reafonable  mind,  has  argued  himfelf  or  others  out  of  all 
fenfc  of  moral  obligation,  and  reduced  himfelt  or  them 
to  be  the  palTive  fubjeds  of  foreign  impulfe  ;  if  then  he 
turn  to  the  gofpel,  he  will  find  fuch  a  manner  of  addrefs 
to  himfelf  and  all,  as  is  agreeable  to  that  freedom  he  was 
intuitively  confciousof,  until  too  abftraded  reveries  cau- 
fed  "  the  light  within  him  to  be  darknefs."  Jefus 
proved  himfelf  to  be  the  way,  the  truth,  and  the  life  ; 
his  authority  is  decifive  ;  the  limits  of  his  difcoveries 
the  wifeft.  And  here  may  I  take  the  liberty  to  men- 
tion it,  as  an  ufeful  caution  to  ftry young  brethren^  the  ftu- 
dents  of  this  fociety,  efpecially  thofe  who  are  defigned 
for  the  pulpit,  to  beware'  of  relying  on  the  wifdom  of 
men,  or  the  refearches  of  human  fagacity,  where  revela- 
tion ought  to  be  their  only  guide.  There  was  a  time 
when  the  Dogma's  of  fchoolmen  and  monks  were  deemed 
found  rules  of  expofition  of  the  gofpel.  Departure 
from  them  was  conftrued  to  be  a  departure  from  the 
analogy  of  faith.  Their  ufurpation  has  declined.  We 
fhall  aft  as  wrong,  and  hazard  as  much,  if  we  put  in 
their  place  the  Dsgtna's  of  philofophy.  Fix  therefore 
in  your  minds  the  defign  and  extent  of  revelation,  and 
receive  it's  truths  from  the  mouth  of  its  divine  author. 
Particularly  in  the  article  juft  now  referred  to.  There 
has  been  a  good  deal  of  controverfy  of  late,  refpeding 
human  power  and  weaknels,  of  the  unregeneratt  in  par- 
ticular i  and  here  and  there  a  text  has  been  fuppofed  to 
D  favour 
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favour  metaphyfical  tenets,  contrary  to  the  general  tenor 
of  the  gofpel,  as  well  as  to  oUr  own  intimate  confcioiif- 
nefs.  Let  others  perplex  themfelves  about  an  untruftra- 
ble  feries  of  motives  operating  on  the  mind  ;  but  do 
you  ftudy  the  whole  golpel  afk  yourfdves,  who  was 
its  author  ?  whom  does  be  aJdrels  ?  and  in  what  man- 
ner ?  and  you  will  be  quite  eafy.  He  who  fpeaks  there, 
could  not  ufe  a  vain,  deceitful  or  enfnaring  addrefs. 
The  confequence  is  plain.  Come  to  Chrift  then  for 
light.  None  teacheth  like  him.  Preach  as  he  did,  and 
you  will  be  "  workers  together  with  him".  You  will 
have  no  drawbacks  upon  your  zeal  in  perfuading  finners 
to  repentance  ;  nor  pull  down  with  one  hand,  what  you 
build  up  with  the  other. 

4.  Let  us  be  grateful  to  God  tor  his  diftlnguifhin'; 
goodnefs  to  us,  that  we  have  fuch  a  fure  foundation  of 
our  faith,  fuch  high  advantages  for  virtue  and  happinefs. 
To  this  end,  let  us  compare  our  fituation  with  that  Of 
thofe  who  lived  before  Chrift  appeared,  or  who  now 
*'  fit  in  darknefs."  And  whatever  infidels  may  fuggefi, 
•we  ,may  have  fuch  refentment,  without  any  dilhonoura- 
ble  imputation  on  the  fovereign  difpenfer  of  his  own 
gifts.  "  Shall  our  eye  be  evil,  becaufe  he  is  good"  ? 
Inftead  of  praifmg  him  for  what  we  enjoy,  fhall  we  tax 
him  with  cruelty  becaufe  all  enjoy  not  the  fame  ?  How 
bafe  I  Shall  an  angel  murrfiur,  becaufe  man  ranks  not 
fo  high  as  he  !  A  man,  becaufe  he  is  preferred  to 
brutes  !  One  man  becaufe  he  has  a  better  capacity,  or 
more  external  goods,  than  another  ;  !  "  Is  it  not  right 
that  the  Lord  of  all  fiiould  do  what  he  will  with  his  own"! 
But  the  gofpel  does  not  leave  us  here.  It  is  the  dodrine 
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of  Chriftianity,  properly  fo  called,  that  Chr'ifl:  died  for  all, 
thit  all  the  human  race  may  have  great  benefit  from  his 
rederription.  This  is  not  inferred  from  the  word  /^//, 
not  from  a  fingle,  detached  word,  but  from  the  pro- 
feffed  defign  of  his  undertaking  for  men  ;  which  was, 
according  to  the  will  of  the  univerfal  Father  and  Lord, 
to  procure  a  general  refurreftion,  to  the  end  that  all  may 
be  tried  (in  the  manner  the  wifdom  of  God  fees  fit)  and 
be  judged  according  to  the  deeds  done  in  the  body. 
Different  religious  advantages  arc  various  talents  put 
into  men's  hands  to  improve.  Some  have  one  com- 
mitted to  them,  fome  ten.  Fidelity  in  the  improve- 
ment of  one,  will  be  accepted  and  rewarded.  The  good 
improvement  of  ten,  will  receive  a  much  more  excellent 
reward.  If  any  improve  not  the  one  talent,  God  will 
be  righteous  when  hejudgeth.  May  he  not  indulge 
alfo  to  generous  benevolence.  Leave  then  our  fellow- 
men  to  God,  and  flop  not  the  fprings  of  gratitude  by 
gloomy,  uncertain  fpeculations. 

Lastly,  Let  ub  aim  at  juft  apprehehfions  of  the 
nature  and  evidence  of  Chriftianity,  that  it  may  lie  cleai  ly 
in  our  minds  that  we  may  be  able  to  defend  it  fuccefs- 
fully  againft  gaiti-fayers  ;  and  that  it  may  become  the 
power  of  God  unto  falvation  to  us.  Let  us  therefore 
apply  to  ferious  confideration,  and  fearch  thefci  iptures  ; 
cfpecially  delibarately  Hudy  the  gofpel  of  Chrift  ;  and 
to  all  our  endeavours  add  conftant  prayers  to  the  Father 
of  lights,  to  enlighten  and  direft  us,  th.it  we  may  be 
made  wife  to  falvation.  Tho'  I  do  not  think  that  the 
apoftle,  in  our  text,  meant,  by  the  "  power  of  God," 
an  inward  influence  upon  the  mind,  yet  it  is  a  Chriftian 
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doftrine,  that  "  if  any  man  lack  wifdom,  he  fliould  aflc 
it  of  God,  who  giveth  his  fpirit  of  Hght  and  truth  to 
thofe  who  zfk  him."  Efpecially  let  us  fee  to  it,  if  wc 
would  be  under  his  dire(flion,that  our  aims  be  right  and 
good.  The  great  end  of  fpeculation  is  that  pra£tice 
may  be  guided  and  influenced.  And  our  Lord  has 
promifed,  "  if  any  man  will  do  his  will,  he  fhall  know 
of  the  doftrins  whether  it  be  of  God."  *  Let  that  then 
be  our  chief  inducement  in  labouring  to  be  grounded  in 
the  faith,  which  was  the  chief  defign  of  the  gofpel  hiftory 
itfelf ;  thefe  books  were  written,  that  ye  might  believe 
that  Jefus  is  the  Chrift,  the  Son  of  God,  and  that  be- 
lieving ye  might  have  life  thro'  him."    John  xx.  31. 

•  John  xvU.  7. 
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JUDGES  IX.  7,-' 15. 

—  "  Hearken  uHto  me,  you  Men  of 
Shechem^  that  God  may  hearken  unto 
you.  The  Trees  went  forth  upon  a 
Time  to  anoint  a  King  over  them.  And 
they  faid  unto  the  Olive  Tree,  Reign 
thou  over  us.  But  the  Olive  Tree  faid 
unto  them,  fhould  I  leave  my  Fatnefs, 
wherewith  by  me  they  honour  God  and 
Man,  and  go  to  be  promoted  over  the 
Trees  ?  And  the  Trees  faid  unto  the  Fig- 
tree,  Come  thou  and  reign  over  us  ;  But 
the  Fig-tree  faid  unto  them,  fhould  I  for- 
fakemy  Sweetnefsand  my  good  Fruit,  and 
go  to  be  promoted  over  the  Trees  ?  Then 
faid  the  Trees  unto  the  Vine,  Come  thou 
and  reignoverus  ;  And  the  Vine  faid  unto 
them,  fliould  I  leave  my  Wine,  whicli 
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cheereth  God  and  Man,  and  go  to  be  pro- 
moted over  the  Trees  ?  Then  faid  all  the 
Trees  unto  the  Bramble,  Come  thou  and 
reign  over  us  ;  And  the  Bramble  faid  un- 
to the  Trees,  If  in  Truth  ye  anoint  me 
King  over  you,  then  come  and  put  your 
Trull  in  my  Shadow  ;  And  if  not,  let 
Fire  come  out  of  the  Bramble,  and  de- 
vour the  Cedars  of  Lebanon." 

f  J^f  T  was  the  Obfervation  of  an 

Ancient,  who  had  well  re- 
i^^i  '  L^l,  marked  thelnfirmity  of  Men, 
T  O  O  ?  O  >  tbat  "  becaufe  they  have  no 
^-^^^^^^  Changes,  therefore  they  fear 
not  God.  "  But  however  the  calm,  uni- 
form Courfe  of  Providence  may  too  little 
afTc^l  light  Minds,  yet  a  Series  of  fuch 
alarming  Events,  as  we  have  for  Years  paft 
feen  and  felt ;  the  divine  Patronage  of  Right 
and  Liberty  ;  the  many  unexpected,  yea 
improbable  and  marvellous  Steps,  by  which 
this  noble  Caufc  has  been  refcued  fromDan- 
gers,  and  at  length  amply  fccured  ;  are 
Proofs  of  the  fovcrcignly  righteous  and 
gracious  Dominion  of  God,  which  fhould 
and  will  fix  the  Refolution  of  every  fober 
Mind,  to  confide  religioufly  in  Him. 

At 
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At  the  fame  Time,  the  beft  Apprehen- 
fions  of  God,  which  Reafon  aided  by  Re- 
velation can  form,  teach  us  to  rely  on  the 
Father  of  Spirits,  the  great  Preferver  of  Men, 
not  only  in  Emergencies,  but  in  the  gene- 
ral Courfe  of  Life,  and  even  in  Affairs 
wherein  human  Power  and  Sagacity  have 
much  to  do,  for  a  proper  Diredion  of  the 
Powers  of  the  Mind,  as  well  as  for  the  Main- 
tenance of  the  Health  and  Strength  of  the 
Body. 

Prayer  therefore,  is  an  Application  to 
Heaven,  as  natural  and  as  obvious,  in  its 
Grounds  and  Motives,  as  any  of  the  moft: 
common  Actions  of  Life.  A  Mind  open  to 
divine  Advices,  is  a  Mind  in  its  true  State  of 
modefl:  Humility. 

This  important  Day  then,  of  the  annu- 
al Exercife  of  the  peculiar  Rights  of  the  In- 
habitants of  this  Province,  by  which  Rights 
^cur  civil  Polity  approaches  nearer  to  that  of 
the  happy  Ifland  from  whence  we  origina- 
ted, than  that  of  any  other  of  the  Britidi 
Plantations,  and  if  fo,  to  the  Standard  of  a 
perfed  Government ;  This  jojful Day,  I  fay, 
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is  mod  properly  opened,  by  this  folemn  AA 
of  public  Worfhip  ;  by  a  devout  Addrefs  to 
the  Fountain  of  Wifdom,  from  whom  are 
derived  all  the  Streams  of  it,  which  are  dif- 
perfcd  in  innumerable  human  Minds ;  and 
by  a  decent  Attention  to  thofe  -  moral  and 
religious  Truths,  an  Attention  to  which,  is 
indeed  in  the  lad  Refort,  the  hearkening 
unto  God.  What  lively  Faith  fliould  ani- 
mate thefe  Services  ;  "  O  People  faved  of 
the  Lord,  for  whom  he  has  done  fuch 
great  Things,  whereof  ye  are  glad." 

From  whence  can  a  Politician  go  to  the 
mofl  arduous  Affairs,  which  require  Cool- 
nefs,  Deliberation,  Integrity,  publick  Spi- 
rit, and  an  inward  Regard  to  God,  better 
than  from  fuch  an  Exercife,  as  compofes  the 
Soul,  brings  to  View  the  highcft  Motives 
to  difintercfted  Benevolence,  and  prefents 
in  their  true  Colours,  Craft,  Avarice,  little 
Defigns,  finifter  Pradlices,  and  every  Thing, 
which  generous  Souls  and  thofe  beft  ac- 
quainted with  themfelves,  are  mofl:  jealous 
of,  and  keep  the  ftrideft  Guard  againft. 

However  thePaflage of  facredStory now 
read,  which  the  Wifdom  of  God  has  han- 
ded 
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ied  down  to  us,  inay  not  lead  to  thofe  im- 
portant Points,  which  have  been  often 
treated  on  this  Anniverfary,  with  Acciirac}', 
yet  it  may  fuggcll  to  us  fome  fuch  Truths, 
as  however  obvious,  yet  can  never  pafs  our 
Minds,  but  with  Advantage,  and  which 
have  a  dired  Afped  on  the  weighty  Affairs 
of  this  Day. 

Th  e  Style  and  Conftru(flion  of  thefe  Ver- 
fes,  is  that  of  an  Apologue,  or  Fable,  a 
Mode  of  rpeaking  extremely  popular  in 
ancient  Times,  and  much  in  Taflc  among 
the  caftern  Nations  at  this  Day..  It  had  it$ 
paculiar  Advantages,  efpecially  in  cafes  of 
Reproof ;  it  infinuatcd  itfelf  in  a  fmooth  and 
artful  Manner  into  Perfons  indifpofed  to 
hear,  and  by  not  making  pcrfonal  Applica- 
cation  on  the  Inftant,  it  delayed  that  Re- 
fentment,  thro'  which  Reproof  often  fails 
of  its  Ufe, 

Some  Roman  Writers  have  piqued  thera- 
(elves  on  the  famous  Apologue  oi'  Mcnenius 
ylgrippa,  concerning  the  Stomach  and 
Limbs  of  the  human  Body,  which  had  fuch 
a  vvondcrous  Influence  in  calming  the  irri- 
tated Spirits  of  the  Patricians  and  Commons, 
as  being  the  mofl  ancient  Example  of  that 
B  Manner 
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Manner  of  Speaking.  It  muft  have  morti- 
fied them  to  have  known,  that  this  moral 
and  poHtical  Fable,  corred,  beautiful  and 
inftru6live  as  it  is,  was  uttered  by  a  defpifed 
and  in  their  Opinion,  barbarous  Hebrew, 
700  Years  before  ^grippa  was  born. 

For  it  was  delivered,  while  Jfrael  was 
yet  governed  by  Judges  of  their  own  Elec- 
tion. Among  thefe  Gideon  was  famous. 
Under  their  grievous  Opprcflions,  God  rai- 
fed  them  up  this  eminent  Magiftrate  and 
General,  who  with  great  Succefs  humbled 
their  Enemies,  and  reftorcd  their  Liberty 
and  Tranquility.  Such  a  grateful  Senfe 
had  the  People  of  his  Merit  and  Services, 
that  they  were  for  rendering  the  fupreme 
Magiftracy  hereditary  in  his  Family,  which 
he  faw  fit  to  decline.  But  this  was  a  tran- 
fient  Fit  of  Gratitude  ;  for  when  their  Dan- 
ger was  no  more,  they  treated  his  Family 
^vith  bafc  Ncgledl.  And  no  wonder,  that 
^vhen  (as  we  find)  they  had  forgotten  their 
fupreme  Deliverer,  they  fliould  ill  ufetheln- 
llruments  oi  his  Providence  for  their  Good. 

This  unworthy  Spirit  was  wro'tup,  by 
a  fcditious  bafe-born  Son  of  Gideon,  named 
^bimelech,   a  Youth  of  an  ambitious  and 
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enterprifing  Genius,  of  a  cruel  and  tyran- 
nical Temper.  He  had  tlic  Addrefs  to  per- 
fuade  a  ftrong  Party  to  combine  in  fetting 
afide  Gideons  legitimate  Sons,  under  thePre- 
tence  (  and  Ambition  never  wants  colour- 
able Pretences  )  that  Inconveniences  might 
arife  to  the  Conftitution,  from  their  Num- 
bers. And  left  after  the  People  had  tafted 
of  his  arbitrary  Meafures,  they  fliould  re- 
cover their  Senfes,  he  villainoufly  murdered 
all  Gideon  s  Sons,  except  this  Jotham,  the 
Speaker  in  our  Text,  who  cfcapcd  the 
MafTacre.  And  thus  Ahimeiech  was  made 
Kmg  by  the  prevailing  Fadion. 

Advice  of  this  Tranfaflion  was  it  feetns 
bro't  tojotham^  before  the  AfTembly  of  Elec- 
tors broke  up ;  and  he  from  a  Place  of  Safety 
addreffes  them  in  the  Manner  I  have  read ; 
intending  by  the  "  Olive  Tree,  &c.  "  the 
Family  of  Gideon^  who  had  the  Example 
and  Inftru(5lions  of  their  Father,  to  form 
them  to  the  Love  of  their  Country,  and  of 
every  focial  Virtue  ;  and  by  the  "  Bramble", 
their  new  Leader,  the  Spirit  of  whofe  Go- 
vernment was  eafily  predided,  from  the 
Temper  and  paft  Condudl  of  the  Man. 
Thus  much  for  the  Occafion  of  this  Ha- 
rangue. 

B  2  To 
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To  bring  this  Fable  as  an  Authority,  to 
prove  the  divine  Right  of  Societies  of  chu- 
iing  their  chief  Magiftrate,  tho'  a  Proof  as 
much  to  the  Purpofe  as  many  Texts  which 
have  been  adduced,  to  prove  the  divine 
hereditary  Right  of  Tyranny  and  Tyrants, 
would  yet  be  futile  and  abfurd.  What  has 
more  Weight  is,  that  this  Fragment  of  An- 
tiquity, Ihews  how  high  we  may  trace  the 
Claim  and  Pra(5lice  of  civil  Societies,  to  elect 
fuch  to  Places  of  Trufl:  for  the  common 
Benefit,  as  would  in  the  general  Opinion 
well  anfwer  the  Ends  of  their  Appointment. 

Th  e  Doctrines  of  Slavery,  political  or 
theological,  are  not  the  Maxims  of  Reafon, 
Prudence  or  Revelation ;  nor  took  Place 
till  Men  by  Ignorance,  Effeminacy  and  Cor- 
ruption, became  fitted  for  them.  'Tis  no 
doubt  an  Improvement  upon  this  Principle 
of  civil  Right,  in  great  and  populous  Com- 
munities, where  the  chief  Authority  is  en- 
trulled  to  One,  to  render  it  hereditary  in  a 
certain  Family,  fo  long  as  the  Succeflion  in 
it  conlills  with  the  well-being  of  thcSociety. 

Bu  T,  'tis  a  lefs  abflract  Ufe  I  propofe  to 
make  of  this  Parable,  by  dircdling  your 
Thoughts,  my  honoured  and  candidHEAR- 

ERS, 
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£  R  s,  to  two  or  three  LelTons  and  Warnings 
of  Wifdom,  fet  here  to  View.  And  if  what 
I  fhall  now  fay,  be  the  Words  of  moral  and 
rehgious  Truth  and  Soberncfs,  it  wi^l  not 
be  Arrogance  in  me,  to  u^ejothavis  Words, 
*'  Hearken  unto  me,  and  God  fhall  hear- 
ken unto  you." 

Ift.  The  flrft  is,  That  it  is  the  Part  of 
Wifdom,  in  thofe  who  have  the  Right  of 
eleding  others  to  important  Trufts  in  Soci- 
ety, to  choole  fuch  as  have  in  private  Life 
manifefted,  that  the  benevolent  AfTedlions 
have  powerful  Influence  upon  them,  who 
have  conduced  worthily  in  more  contraft- 
ed  Spheres  of  Adion. 

Such  a  Chara<fter  Jotham  intends,  by 
"  the  Olive  Tree  with  whofc  Fatnefs  they 
honour  God  and  Man,"  "the  Fig-tree  a- 
bounding  in  Svveetnefs  and  good  Fruit," 
"  the  Vine  whofe  Wine  cheercth"  or  is  a- 
greeableto  "  God  and  Man."  Thefe  the 
Republic  of  Trees  called  forth  to  public  Sta- 
tions, who  had  before  fhewn  their  Difpo- 
fition  to  promote  the  Hnppinefs  of  all  about 
them,  in  their  narrow  Circle,  and  of  whom 
it  was  to  be  prefuoied  that  their  Ufefulnefs 

would 
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would  be  increafed,  when  their  Capacity 
of  Service  ftiould  be  extended.  The  Appli- 
cation is  eafy. 

Observation  of  human  Nature  fully 
proves,  that  the  Wifdom  of  the  Creator  has 
made  Part  of  our  Frame,  two  Setts  of  Af- 
fedions  to  impell  us  to  Adlion,  the  felfifh 
and  the  benevolent  ;  in  the  Ballance  of 
which,  the  due  Proportion  of  their  Influ- 
ence, the  perfedt  Charadlcr  in  focial  Life 
confifts.  And  altho'  fuch  is  the  Influence 
of  Matter,  in  the  different  Combination  of 
its  Parts,  upon  Mind  ;  fo  manifold  aie  the 
Trials  which  the  fame  Wifdom  fees  beft  for 
different  Creatures  ;  that  thefe  Aflc^lions, 
thefe  inward  Motives,  have  very  different 
Proportions  in  the  Make  of  different  Per- 
fons  ;  yet  by  the  due  Exercife  of  the 
Powers  of  the  Mind  they  may  be  refpec- 
tively  cultivated  or  reftrained,  fo  as  that 
any  one  by  prudent  Condud  in  indulging 
or  limiting  them,  may  become  entitled  to 
Refped  and  Love,  and  promife  fair  to  be  a 
public  Bleffing. 

When  a  ftrong  Difpofition  to  do  Good 
and  promote  Happinefs,  arifes  merely  or 
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(fle  to  foreign  Enemies,  as  "  an  Army  with 
Banners."  In  their  Days,  Arts  and  Scien- 
ces will  be  cultivated  and  flourifh,  thofc 
who  excel  in  them  be  honoured  and  favour- 
ed, while  their  Labours  tend  to  enoble  the 
Mind,  to  difTufe  thofe  intellcdual  Accom- 
plifliments,  which  afford  the  moft  refined 
Pleafu  res  the  human  Mind  can  be  blcfled 
with,  fhort  of  thofe  which  arc  divine,  and 
at  the  fame  Time  raifc  up  from  Age  to  Age, 
Men  of  "  Knowledge  and  Wifdom,  the  lia- 
bility of  their  Times."  Efpecially  will  this 
lovely  Spirit  of  Patriotifm  exert  itfelfinthe 
Support  of  real  Religion,  by  fcvcrely  ani- 
^Tiadverting  on  every  Thing  contrary  to  its 
unqueflioned  Didates,  by  ilrirtly  requiring 
that  outward  Veneration  of  God,  which 
none  deny  to  be  his  due,  by  guarding  the 
Rights  of  Confciencc  with  the  nicefl  Care, 
the  leafl:  Infringement  of  which, in  fome  De- 
gree faps  the  Foundation  of  that  "  pure  Re- 
ligion and  undefiled,"  which  alone  is  ufe- 
ful  to  Men,  or  acceptable  to  the  Deity. 

From  what  has  been  faid,  it  may  be  well 
inferred,  that  when  any  Community,  or 
thofe  in  it  who  have  the  Right  of  ele<^fin^ 
their  principal  Officers,  ncglcd  fuch  Qiiali- 
ifications  as  I  have  dcfcribed,  they  become 
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in  the  Language  of  our  Law,  Felos  de  fe^ 
m  the  Style  of  Scripture,  "  they  refufe  to 
hearken  unto  God"  and  "  rcjed  the  Coun- 
fel  of  God  againft  themfelvcs."  For  no- 
thing is  more  certain  than  that  "  Grapes  are 
not  to  be  gathered  of  Thorns,  nor  Figs  of 
Thirties."  No  Society  can  flourifh  long, 
where  public  Spirit  is  not  the  Charaderiftic 
of  its  Rulers  —  Avarice  will  in  an  indepen- 
dent State  injure  its  Neigl^bours,  and  in  any 
State  keep  its  own  interior  Condition  weak 
and  contemptible,  by  iHnting  the  Progrefs 
of  every  Tiling  which  is  its  Strength  and 
Beauty.  In  a  lingle  Pcrfon,  it  will  thwart 
every  Mcafure  which  requires  Expence, 
ftarving  the  Public  for  fear  of  leflcning  its 
own  private  Srock.  Terrible  are  the  Effeds 
of  this  corrupt  Puflion,  when  Rulers  arc  ve- 
nal, and  Jultice  itfclf  bought  and  fold.  

Want  of  Capacity,  from  whence  proceed 
little  fordid  Views,  will  ferve  particular  Inte- 
refts  to  the  Detriment  of  the  common,  cre- 
ate Uneafmefs  and  Bickerings,  like  thofe  of 
the  Belly  and  Limbs  in  the  Fable,  and  keep 
a  Society  low.-  -Ambition,  except  well  rc- 
ftrained,  is  dangerous  in  a  Ruler  :  When 
grathied,  it  cannot  heartily  love  Equals,  is 
apt  to  lool:  with  an  evil  Eye  on  Liberty  her- 
fclf,  when  fhe  crolTes  its  Views ;  difappoint- 
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cd,  efpecially  in  an  irafcible  Conftitutio*, 
which  is  moftly  the  Cafe,  it  is  hke  a  raging 
Fire  which  devours  every  Thing  in  its  way, 
nor  fpares  "  the  Cedars  ol  Lebanon." — In- 
dolence, will  not  give  itfelf  the  Trouble  to 
forcfee  or  guard  ;  to  think  nor  a6l  for  "  the 
Peace  of  Jerufalem,"  The  worft  impending 
Calamities  awake  it  not.  The  PubUc  finks 
orfwimsas  Events  turn  up,  when  una6live 
Men  are  at  Helm. — What  is  called  a  politi- 
cal Head,  fkill  in  the  Art  of  Government, 
where  difintercfled  Patriotifm  is  not  at  Bot- 
tom, is  but  a  mean  detcftable  Craft,  which 
abufcs  its  Acquaintance  with  the  Paffions  of 
Men,  its  Afcendency  over  their  Ignorance, 
or  Confidence  it  has  infidioufly  gained,  to 
anfvver  Purpofes  alien  from  the  general  Inte- 
refl:,  by  Means  inconfiftent  with  plain  open 
Right. — Severity  of  Temper,  inclining  to 
write  its  Laws  in  Blood,  wiil  keep  Society 
unquiet,  and  be  apt  to  approach  the  Verge 
of  Tyranny.  Touchinefs  or  Morofenefs 
finks  the  Character  and  Reputation  of  a  Ru- 
ler, and  if  it  prevails  in  the  general  Complexi- 
on of  the  Body  of  Rulers,  of  Government 
itfelf. —  But  above  all,  Difregard  to  Religi- 
on, open  Impiety,  in  a  Ruler,  efpecially  in 
an  Adminiftration,  has  a  moft  baneful  Influ- 
ence on  Society.    To  patronize  Diffoluiion 
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of  Manners,  by  WorJ  or  Example,  conta- 
gious Example,  to  fuffer  the  Hedges  of  Mt> 
rality  to  be  trodden  down,  that  Fear  ol'Goo 
to  fail,  without  which  every  fecial  Tyc  w 
weak,  and  eafily  fnapped  in  fundcr,  is  the 
worft  Defecl  of  Policy,  the  greateft  Want 
of  Benevolence  that  can  be  conceived.— 
*'  Sin  is  the  Reproach  of  any  People,"  and 
if  there  be  a  righteous  Ruler  of  the  World, 
he  will  vifit  for  fuch  Neglects  in  thofe,  who 
repofe  Trufts  in  unfit  Perfor.s,  and  this  Irre^ 
ligion  iu  its  own  Nature  brings  a  Curfe.  . 

Wherefore,  Let  thofe  of  my  Hearer$ 
■who  are  aiore  peculiarly  concerned  in  thefe 
Obfervations,  hearken  unto  God.  They 
have  been  in  a  folcmn  Manner  afking  his 
Direftion  and  Blclfnig  this  Morning ;  God 
fpeaks  to  them,  he  anfwers  their  Requefls, 
by  the  Ditiiates  of  good  Senfe,  Integrity 
«nd  Prudence,  which  wc  prefume  are  now 
flf^tuating  them,  and  which  if  attended  to 
"will  give  an  happy  lifue  to  the  Choice  of 
this  Day.  If  they  take  heed  to  mark  the 
Characters,  which  unworthy  or  noxious  in 
private  Life,  will  be  ufclefs  or  hurtful  to  the 
general  Interelb,  and  avoid  them.  They 
cannot  have  greater  Security,  of  any  Man's 
bein^  a  Bleffing  in  the  Execution  oftheTruft 
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'rcpofed  in  hifn,  than  this,  That  he  has  g\v^ 
-en  full  Prbof  in  private  Life,  of  the  Extent 
and  Strength  of  the  Habits  of  Juftice  and 
Benevolence  he  pofTclTcs.  When  thefe  Ha- 
bits arc  joined  with  good  Senfe,  extenfive 
Knowledge  and  Penetration  ;  which  I  mean 
always  to  take  into  theAccount,  and  anima- 
ted by.  a  Reverence  of  God,  and  they  fix  on 
fuch  Mon,  they  have  done  their  Part  faith- 
fully, and  may  chcarfully  leave  Events  lo 
God. 

II.  The  Second  Obfervation  I  make  on 
(the  Part  of  antient  Story  now  read,  is, 
•  That  Men  who  are  well  qualified  for  impor- 
'tant  Offices  in  Society,  will,  when  called  to 
.  undertake  them,  do  it  with  a  ferious  Senfe 
of  the  Labour  and  Difficulty,  attending  a 
faithful  Difcharge  of  them. 

This  Remark  I  make,  on  the  Averfenefs 
of  the  Olive-Tree,  the  Fig- Tree,  &c.  to  the 
being  preferred  ;  their  cfteeming  the  Eafc 
and  Qiiiet  of  a  retired  Life  of  Beneficence, 
more  eligible  than  all  the  Honours  and  Pro- 
fits of  a  public  Station. 

God  forbid  that  all  worthy  Men  fliould 
carry  a  fimilar  Averfion  to  fuch  a  Length, 

that 
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•that  Society  fliould  be  forced  to  recur  to 
Brambles,  for  the  filling  the  Departments  ne- 
ceffary  to  its  Subfiftence. 

Where  Men  in  high  Ports,  execute  the 
Duties  of  them  with  Integrity  and  Zeal,  the 
-Envious,  or  thofe  who  affed  to  degrade  hu- 
man Nature,  to  derive  whatever  appears  va- 
luable from  a  foul  and  corrupt  Source,  thefe 
may  call  fuch,  Men  of  Ambition,  and  fay, 
they  are  but  gratifying  their  Pride  ;  but  the 
Tenor  of  their  Conducl  proves  the  Goodnefs 
of  their  Principles.  Let  Ambition  be  one  ; 
and  is  it  not  (within  due  Limits)  a  good 
one,  yea  a  necefPary  one,  for  Creatures  of 
ourRank.,who  are  not  fo  perfc(5l  as  to  be  mo- 
ved only  by  the  fublimeft  AfTcdlions.  Public 
Trufts  well  difchargcd,  uniform  Patriotifm, 
vindicate  from  fuch  invidious  Afperfions, 
prove  the  felfirti  Paflions  to  be  under  due  Re- 
ftraint  :  For  where  fuch  Condu£l  is  perfe- 
vered  in,  there  mufl;  have  been  a  fober  Senfe 
of  the  Weight  of  fuch  Trulls,  a  final  Rcfolu- 
tion  to  go  through  every  Step  of  Labour, 
needful  to  the  qualifying  for  the  faithful  and 
ufeful  Difcharge  of  ihem. 


Let 
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r-  Let  US  then  fuppofe,  an  upright  Mind 
deliberating  on  and  balancing  each  Side  of 
the  Affair,  when  a  chief  Place  in  Govern- 
ment prefents.  He  fees  before  him  Honour 
-and  Diftinc^ion  among  his  Fellow-Citizens  ; 
.Power  which  Nature  fo  greedily  catches  at; 
perhaps  more  Revenue  than  private  Life 
Avill  afford  him.  But  he  fees  on  the  other 
Side,  that  good  Confcicnce  requires,  clofe 
Application  of  Mind  to  the  amaffing  civil 
and  political  Knowledge  ;  the  gaining  jufl: 
Ideas  of  the  general  Rights  of  Mankind  na- 
tural and  focial  ;  of  the  Laws  of  Nature  and 
Nations  ;  the  municipal  Conftitutions  of  his 
own  Country  j  the  Genius  and  Interclls  of 
his  People  ;  their  Connexions  with,  or  Dan- 
gers from  their  Neighbours  ;  the  Methods 
of  befl  encreafing  their  Numbers,  Wealth 
and  Extent  ;  the  Laws  which  will  render 
their  Liberties  more  equal  and  fecure  ;  their 
internal  Policy  more  firm  ;  encourage  their 
Trade  and  Manufac^lurcs  ;  promote  Virtue 
and  a  Spirit  of  Religion  :  The  good  Ruler, 
in  fuch  a  View,  efteems  his  Oflicc  a  Poit  of 
Care  and  Burden. 


He  is  alfo  fcnfible,  that  from  a  Variety  of 
Caufes  he  fliall  have  much  Trial  of  his  Sted- 
D  faltnefs, 
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faftnefs,  much  Anxiety  and  Grjef  ;  that 
he  mull  fet  hisFace  forward  inDuty  asaFlint, 
refolving  that  "  till  he  dies  his  Integrity  fhall 
"  not  depart  from  him."  Aware  of  his  li- 
mited Capacity  of  Mind,  he  forefecs  he  may 
advife  to,  or  vote  for  MeaPjres,  which  Expe- 
rience may  prove  unfit  or  unfalutary.  Thofe 
Evil-doers,  to  whom  he  is  by  his  Place  to  be 
a  Terror,  will  of  Courfe  be  his  avowed  Ene- 
mies, if  he  fhall  dirtinguifh  himfelf  in  the 
Caufe  of  Order,  Peace  and  Juftice.  The  In- 
firmities of  others  will  give  him  much  Pain. 
For  placed  on  high,  with  the  Eyes  of  all  fix- 
ed on  him,  Cenfurcs  will  be  frequent  and  fe- 
vere.  The  mofl:  ufcful  Inftitutions,  if  no- 
vel, often  offend  by  their  Novelty  ;  if  Re- 
medies of  deep-rooted,  long-continued  E- 
vils  ;  fome  have  found  an  Advantage  in 
thefc  Evils,  they  will  be  chagrined  ;  the 
Change  is  often  attended  with  Perplexities, 
the  good  Effeds  perhaps  at  a  Diftance  ;  the 
Patriot  mufl  have  much  Firmncls  to  fupport 
him  under  the  Complaints  and  Obloquy 
which  will  be  fometimes  ftirred  up.  Some 
think  themfelves  equal  to  the  Government 
of  Provinces  and  Kingdoms,  merely  through 
Want  of  Scnfe  ;  thefc  arc  ufually  very  loud 
i4i  their  Clamours.    Others  carp  bccaufe 
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they  imagine  nothing  can  hz  well  done  bat 
by  themfclvcs  ;--They  arc  out  of  Place,  they 
are  injured  and  the  Commonwealth  fufTcrs, 

To  conclude  here,  the  wife  and  tho'tful 
Ruler  ever  confidcrs  himiclf,  as  introduced 
by  the  high  Monarch  of  the  Univcrfe,  the 
Judge  of  All,  to  his  Poft  of  Dignity.  He 
eftecms  himfcif  bound  to  follow  Him  who 
"  never  flumbers  norflceps, "  never  inter- 
mits his  powerful  and  gracious  Providence. 
The  Vows  of  God  are  upon  him.  And 
when  he  carries  himfcif  forward  to  that 
awful  Tribunal,  at  which  the  great  as  well 
as  the  fmalk  are  to  appear,  he  is  convinced, 
that  as  he  has  more  Talents  to  account  for 
the  Improvement  of  than  others,  his  future 
Reward  orPuniflimenr  will  be  proportiona- 
bly  greater.  *  How  can  I, '  fays  he  in  his 
Retirements  for  Recbllc*R:ion,  *  How  can  I 
bear  to  hear  from  the  Judge  of  All,  "  thou 
■wic'Kcd  and  flotiiful  Servant  !"  '  How  can 
I  bear  the  Woe  which  thofe  dcferve  who  by 
Breach  of  Trud,  have  been  accelTory  to 
the  Wrongs  of  Multitudes,  of  Peoples  and 
Nations  I ' 


But. 


28       An  Election  Sermon. 

But  the  wife  God  has,  in  the  moral  as 
well  as  in  the  natural  World,  fet  one  Thing 
over  againft  another.  With  his  Anxieties 
and  Labours,  the  Patiict  Ruler  has  alfo  his 
Satisfactions  and  Supports.  If  he  is  the  Butt 
of  the  Qtierulous  and  Envious,  he  has  little 
to  fear  froni  Fiattery.  The  Incenfe  of  Pa- 
rafites  is  ufually  offered  to  thofe  of  other 
Defigns  and  Tempers.  He  is  furc  of  the 
Efteem  of  the  difcerning  Few,  the  beft 
Judges  and  trueft  Friends  of  Merit,  whofc 
Opinion  only  affecls  a  wife  Man's  inward 
Peace,  and  a  Series  of  Wifdom  and  Benefi- 
cence, will  in  the  long  Run  fc^the  Object  of 
general  Approbation,  tho'  thfi  Path  to  fuch 
Honour  be  tedious  and  ruggarf.  He  will 
have  the  conftantApplaufc  of  his  own  Mind, 
"which  like  a  Shield  of  Brafs,  repels  the  Darts 
of  Envy,  and  keeps  all  calm  within.  He 
"will  enjoy  the  noble  Plealure  of  being  able 
to  appeal  to  God,  "  Lord  thou  kno weft 
that  I  have  ferved  thee  in  Integrity,  and 
done  that  which  is  good  in  thy  Sight.  "  He 
\vill  be  able  to  look  forward  to  the  great 
Day  with  fablimc  Joy,  when  by  Faith  he 
views  the  Judge  of  All  diflributing  the  Rc- 
"wards  of  Grace,  faying,  "  Well  done  good 
and  faithful  Servant,  thou  hsfl  been  faithful 

in 


An  Election-Sermon. 


29 


in  a  few  Things,  I  will  make  thee  Ruler  o- 
vor  many  Things,  enter  thou  into  the  Joy 
of  thy  Lord.  "  And  if  a  "  Cup  of  cold 
Water  "  given  to  a  Difciple  of  his,  fhall  not 
lofe  its  Reward,  to  what  an  elevated  Seat  of 
Glory  fhull  thofe  be  exalted,  who  out  of 
Regard  to  God,  have  employed  their  Time 
and  Abilities  for  the  Happinefs  of  Multitudes. 

When  therefore,  my  Hearers,  we  de- 
precate the  Advancement  of  fuch  to  high 
Offices,  who  receive  them  only  as  a  Grati- 
fication of  childifh  Vanity,  or  as  the  Means 
of  gratifying  fome  fellifli  paltry  Intcrcfl:,  or 
who  tho'  they  labour  and  toil  in  them,  yet 
'tis  only  to  fatiate  fome  uglyPafTion  ;  when, 
i  fay,  we  pray  that  this  may  not  he  our 
Fate,  we  ought  with  Gratitude  to  Heaven, 
to  rejoice  that  our  Affairs  are  hitherto  in 
better  Hands. 

It  affords  the  flrongcft  Prcfumptlon  of 
Capacity,  Application  and  public  Spirit  in 
Rulers,  when  in  the  Style  of  Scripture, 
"  All  Things  go  well.  "  And  'tis  to  be 
pretty  certainly  determined  that  Things  in 
the  whole  go  well,  when  the  Body  of  a 
People  feel  well,  and  when  the  malevolent 
and  froward,  are  obliged  to  exaggerate  or 
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diflort  in  Order  to  prcTent  a  different  Image 
of  Affairs.  Tranquillity  and  Order  are  not 
the  Effeds  of  Chance.  We  are  then  one 
and  all  to  be  thankful  for  Bleffings  of  this 
fort  we  have  experienced,  and  to  endeavour 
in  our  refpc<5live  Places,  that  they  may  be 
perpetuated. 

A  jusTER  Compliment  cannot  be  paid 
to  the  Gentleman,  whom  his  royal  Maf- 
ter  has  placed  at  the  Head  of  this  Province» 
(  and  feeing  thereby  we  enjoy  much  Peace 
and  Qiiietnefs,  fnay  He  be  long  here  conti- 
nued )  than  in  the  Name  of  this  whole 
People,  to  cxprcfs  our  full  Confidence  in 
Lira,  that  it  is  his  Heart's  Defirc,  that  fuch 
may  from  Time  to  Time  be  joined  in  the 
Adminiftraiion  with  him,  as  fliall  heartily 
labour  and  watch  for  the  Liberty,  Peace  and 
Profpeiity  of  thcCommunity  ;  going  on  har- 
monioufly  and  zcaloufly  with  him  in  pro- 
j-noting  the  general  Intcrefl;,  that  fo  he  may 
enjoy  that  permanent  and  heart-felt  Pleafurc, 
which  is  the  Property  and  Happinefsofa 
cenerous  Mind  in  an  exalted  Station,  and 
give  account  at  laft,  not  merely  of  well- 
meant  Endeavours,  but  of  cxcenfivc  and 
fubftantial  Fruits  of  his  Fidelity  in  the  Ser- 
vice of  his  People,-  his  Mailer  and  his  God. 

Wise 
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Wise  Rulers,  in  fuch  a  Train  of  Think- 
ing, will  enter  upon  their  Offices  with  great 
Sobriety  of  Mind,  as  into  Scenes  of  Care  and 
Burthen,  through  the  whole  of  which  rhcy 
(hall  need  the  lleadieft:  Application,  unwea- 
ried Efforts  to  approve  themfelvcs  to  Him, 
by  whom  the  Welfare  of  the  People  is  cn- 
trulled  to  them  ; — And  to  every  Thing  hu- 
man, will  add  that  devout  Dependance  up- 
on Him,  whofc  is  the  Preparation  of  the 
Heart,  whole  is  Counfel  and  Underftanding  ; 
which  fliall  fccure  his  gracious  Prefcnce,  his 
conflant  Guidance  and  final  Acceptance.' — • 
May  this  be  the  Spirit  of  thofe  who  fhall  be 
chofen  into  His  Maj est y's  Council  this 
•Day  ! 

With  fuch  Ideas  of  the  Weight  of  public 
Trufts  the  Body  of  a  People  will,  if  they  are 
wife  or  humane,  be  careful  not  to  add  to  the 
unavoidable  Fatigues  of  Magiftracy,  ground- 
lefs  Jealoufies  and  trifling  Complaints  :  But 
where  there  xire  Marks  of  good  Intention,  and 
of  a  fteady  Purfuit  of  the  general  Weal,  w  ill 
be  render  of  the  Chara(^ler  of  their  Rulers, 
ready  to  give  them  Honour  and  Applaufe, 
animate  them  by  chearful  Submiflion,  and 
ever  (above  all)  commend  them  to  God, 

whofe 


32       An  Election-Sermon. 

Avhofe  "  Miiiifters  they  are  to  them  for 
good,"  and  through  whom  his  Bounties  de- 
fccnd  upon  them. 

III.  Th  e  laft  Part  of  our  prcfent  Medita- 
tions will  arife  from  the  Conclufion  of  our 
Text,  which  prcfcnts  to  us  the  Spirit  and 
Genius  of  unlimited  Defpotifm  ;  and  from 
this  View  we  fhall  naturally  turn  to  the 
lovely  Contraft,  and  be  led  to  a  grateful  Re- 
collcdion  of  the  Bleflings  of  civil  and  reli- 
gious Liberty,  a  valuible  Branch  whereof 
we  are  this  Day  improving. 

Here  our  Field  of  Meditation  grows  cx- 
tenfive,  and  I  own  I  the  rather  chofe  this 
Part  of  Scripture  for  my  Text,  becaufe  it 
carries  us  beyond  our  own  comparatively 
little  Interefts ;  to  confine  ourfclves  to  which, 
at  fuch  a  joyful  and  remarkable  a  Period  as 
this,  and  on  fuch  a  Day,  would  betray  want 
of  Judgment  and  Vv'ant  of  Gratitude.  You 
ice  here  in  the  Fable  a  reptile,  contemptible, 
noxious  Plant  ;  in  the  Application  of  it,  an 
upflart  Ufurper,  railed  to  Power  by  the  Fol- 
ly of  fomc  and  the  VVickcdnefs  of  others,  no 
fooncr  invclled  with  ir,than  he  i^ifolently  lets 
his  Electors  know  what  ihey  had  to  expedl 

from 
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from  him  :  "  If  in  Truth  ye  anoint  me  King 
over  you,  then  come  and  put  your  Truft 
*'  in  my  Shadow  ;  and  if  not,  let  Fire  come 
"  out  of  the  Bramble,  and  devour  the  Ce- 
"  dars  of  Lebanon.  ''—J*  You  hav«  made  me 
your  fupreme  Magiftrate,  you  are  now  to 
pay  me  an  unreferved,  abject  Submiflion  ; 
if  you  fail,  expe^l  this  Power  to  be  employ- 
ed to  the  Deftrudlion  of  him  who  dares  op- 
pofe  me,  tho'  the  moft  noble  and  refpeda- 
ble  Chara6ler.  ' 

Th  I  s  is  the  genuine  Languageof  arbitra- 
ry Will,  and  has  been  too  often  heard,  not 
only  in  Fable,but  in  real  Life,  and  Fa£ls  have 
followed  it  in  a  moft  full  and  dreadful  Ex- 
tent. The  Tyrant's  Nod,  the  Caprice  of  his 
Minions  and  Parafites,  have  difpofed  of  Li- 
berty, Property,  Life,  in  fpite  of  the  mofl: 
venerable  Rights,  defccnded  from  diftanc 
Ages;  the  Voice  of  Reafon  ;  the  Maxims  of 
Equity  and  Claims  of  Confcience.  No  Juf- 
lice  rertrains  :  no  Mercy  relents  :  Does  any 
one  difpute,  or  lift  -  up  his  Hand,  *'  Fire 
comes  out  of  the  Bramble  and  deflroys  the 
Cedars  of  Lebanon."  O  that  for  the  Honor 
of  the  human  Species,  the  horrible  Fruits  of 
arbitrary  Po  wer  were  Matter  of  Theory  on- 
E  ly, 
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ly,  or  the  painting  of  a  lively  Imagination  : 
that  Perfccution,  Oppreffion,  Rapine,  Maf- 
facres,  Depopulations,  were  Exaggerations 
or  Caracaturas  !  —  But  it  is  not  eafy  to 
overcharge  the  difmal  Features  ofTyranny  : 
Every  one  converfant  in  ancient  Hiftory  has 
feen  this  Fury  firing  the  Cedars  of  Lebanon, 
yea,  devouring  every  Part  of  the  Ea/th  by 
Turns  with  her  infernal  Flames :  Nor  have 
later  Ages,  with  all  the  Experience  of  thofe 
'who  went  before  them,  quite  emancipated 
thcmfelves  from  her  Chains,  efcaped  her 
Ravages. 

Asia  formerly,  almoft  to  its  utmoft  Li- 
mits, faw  the  wanton  Alexander  with  no 
Pretence  of  Right,  yet  fpreading  Defolation, 
accounting  the  Claim  of  Independence,  a 
fufficient  Caufe  fof  inducing  all  the  Miferies 
of  War,  on  thofe  whomGoo  and  Nature  had 
made  free.  The  Romans^  once  the  People 
on  the  Earth  the  moft  tenacious  of  their 
Liberties,  yet  faw  'Julius  profcribing  their 
few  furviving  Patriots,  bafely  abufing  the 
Name  and  Majefty  of  the  Commonwealth, 
to  aid  him  in  climbing  the  Pinnacle  of  law- 
lefs  Greatncfs,  from  whence  he  might  tram- 
ple it  under  Foot.    Language  cannot  de- 

fcribc 
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Icribc  the  wretched  Condition  to  which  the 
Miflrcfs  of  the  World  fell,  when  fhe  was 
fubjerted  to  Mongers,  who  could  wifh  the 
whole  People  had  one  Neck,  to  be  cut  off 
at  a  Stroke  ;  when  the  firft  Magiflrates 
,  were  fct  up  and  pulled  down  by  a  rude,  ra- 
pacious Soldiery  ;  when  the  very  Shew  of 
Virtue,  Integrity  and  Love  of  their  Coun- 
try, marked  Men  out  for  Deftrudion. 

When  in  after  Times,  the  northern  Parts 
of  Europe  became  the  Scat  of  Liberty,  her 
Influence  tending  Southward,  what  conftant 
Conflicts  have  there  been  between  Freedom 
and  Dcfpotifm  !  what  Seas  of  Blood  have 
been  fhed  in  them  !  How  often  has  this  no- 
ble Caufe  bepn  foiled  !  In  how  many  Parts 
is  the  Name  and  Thing  extinct  !  Where  arc 
the  ancient  Parliaments  France,  iVic.  Cortes 
of  Spain,  the  AlTemblics  of  the  States  and 
Comrnons,  the  voluntary  Supporters  of 
Princes,  the  avowed  Defenders  of  their  own 
Rights?  They  arc  no  more.- — There  gripes 
the  iron  Hand  of  Power  ;  there  dwells  un- 
manly, daftardly  Slavery,  in  her  moft  difr 
graceful  and  ignominious  Forms.  For  ne- 
ver is  a  tame,  contented  Slavery  ijiorc  un- 
worthy and  reproachful,  than  in  Times  and 
E  2  Places 
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Places  where  Knowledge  of  natural  and  fe- 
cial Right  prevails.  There  a  hcllifh  Inquifi- 
tion  reigns  over  the  fucrcd  Rights  of  Con- 
fcience;  there  Dragoonsare  thclnftruments 
of  converting  Men  to  Truth  ;  there  Induf* 
try  flags,  and  every  thing  generous  is  cram* 
ped  and  difcouraged. 

But,  Britain^  favoured  of  God,  has  hi- 
therto maintained  her  Liberty  ;  Freedom 
has  fubfifted  in  Health  and  Vigour,  over- 
come all  Oppofition  ;  recovered  of  every 
Difordcr :  There  may  flie  ever  flourifh,  and 
*'  under  her  Shadow  we  fliall  be  fufe.  "  Not 
all  theViciffitudes  of  human  Affairs  have  af- 
forded Opportunity  for  the  Dcftrudion  of 
the  Freedom  of  our  Nations.  Inteftine 
Frauds  and  Treafons,  the  Weaknefs  and 
Wickcdncfs  of  Princes,  foreign  Invafions, 
have  all  in  Event  ('tis  wonderful  1}  but  they 
have  all,  in  Event,  fervcd  to  fix  Liberty 
more  firmly,  to  mark  out  her  Path,  deter- 
mine her  Bounds,  extend  her  Influence. 

Look  back,  my  Hearers,  to  the  moft  dif- 
tant  Times,  of  which  we  have  any  authentic 
Records  ;  trace  the  Hiftory  from 

thence,  in  its  principal  Events,  to  this  Day, 

you 
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you  will  fiiKl  it  tcrified.  Tile  Irruption  of 
the  Romans  drew  our  Anceftors  from  the 
FaftnelTes  of  the  Wildernefs,  and  its  unculti- 
vated Manners,  to  focial  Life,  to  Know- 
ledge, perhaps  of  Chriftianity  itfclf.  The 
rough  Saxons  imported  thofe  mafculinc  Prin- 
ciples of  Freedom  and  Government,  that 
Equipoife  of  Power  and  Liberty,  which, 
built  upon  and  improved,  have  rendered  the 
5r/V//^  Coiiftitution  the  Admiration  and  En- 
vy of  the  World.  The  Companions  and 
Abettors  of  the  Norman  Invader,  as  though 
the  very  Air  of  the  Ifland  infccled  them ;  no 
fooner  were  they  fcated,  than  they  became 
the  Reftraincrs  of  Power,  the  Patrons  of  Li- 
berty. Tapal  Ufurpations  upon  civil  Rights 
could  never  have  quiet  Poffellion  there,  for 
any  Length  of  Time.  And  when  what  was 
termed  ecclefialHcal  Power,  was  tranflatcd 
from  the  Mitre  to  the  Crown,  this  Power, 
founded  on  civil,  or  imperial  and  canonLaw, 
in  themfelves  and  unchecked,  a  Syftem  of 
Tyranny,  could  never  eltablilh  itfclf  to  the 
Wrong  of  the  commonLaw,thc  ancient, fun« 
damental  Laws,  Cuftoms  and  Franchifcs  of 
the  People.  Attempts  to  put  thefe  Laws  in 
Ufe,  and  extend  them,  were  the  real  Source 
of  the  Misfortunes  of  the  Royal  Houfc  of 

Stctiart  : 
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Steuart;  thefe  Attempts  made  wife  Men  mad 
in  the  Fury  of  their  Oppofition  to  them  for  a 
Seafon,  hwought  on  Scenes  of  Confufion  and 
Mifery.  Length  of  Time  has  cooled  the 
Party-Rage  which  fucceeded  that  unhappy 
Day  ;  and  it  ought,  in  good  Meafure,  to 
cover  the  Errors  of  thofe  Princes,  that  the 
firft  of  them  had  theHonor,  to  be  Progenitor 
to  Kings,  who  have  as  zealoufly  laboured 
for  the  Happinefs  of  thefe  Nations,  as  ever 
i/^ej  miftakenly  could  for  their  Hurt. 

The  Reftoration  of  the  Conftitution  in 
King  Charles  the  Second,  however  iair  it 
promifed,  had  well  nigh  been  but  a  tranfi- 
ent  Gleam  of  Light,  hallening  to  fatal  Dark- 
nefs,  ihro'  the  mean  Attachment  of  that 
Prince  to  a  foreign  grafping  Power,  and  the 
nigh  Approach  of  the  Succeflion  of  a  Popifti 
Sovereign  ;  when  behold  1  the  very  Men 
who  had  been  bribed  and  pcnfioncd  to  be- 
tray their  Country,  opened  their  Eyes,  for- 
fook  their  Mafter,  and  became  ftedfafl:  Op" 
pofers  of  the  public  Enemy. 

The  glorious  Revolution  in  1688,  pla- 
ced the  Rights  of  Britons  on  a  furc  Bafis  ; 
they  were  declared,  claimed,  acknowledg- 
ed, 
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cd,  in  their  full  Extent ;  and  yet,  ftrange 
to  tell  >  there  wanted  not  a  Fa^lion  of  de- 
luded or  abandoned  Men,  who  by  reftlefs 
Trcafon,  endeavoured  to  fink  them  and  us 
again,  into  Slavery  to  the  mofl:  contempti- 
ble Abimelechs.  But  the  EfTc^t  followed, 
which  is  to  be  expelled  from  focial  Virtue 
and  public  Spirit  alarmed  and  its  Powers 
colleded,  greatly  an  Overmatch  for  unna- 
tural Parricide,  it  prevailed  in  the  peaceable 
Succcfllon  of  the  illuftrious  Houfe  of  Hano- 
ver, and  the  clofe  Attachment  of  all  who 
wifhed  well  to  themfelves  or  their  Poftcrity, 
to  them.  God  be  thanked,that  the  Time  is 
come,  when  this  abfurd  Spirit  is  extinih 

During  the  long  Period  we  have  re- 
viewed, England  was  frequently  in  Jeopar- 
dy from  Abroad  ;  fomctimes  ready  in  Def- 
pair  to  fubjeft  herfelf  to  foreign  Power,  that 
(he  might  free  herfelf  from  domcftic  Tyran- 
ny, as  in  the  Cafe  of  King  John  ;  once  at 
the  Brink  of  being  fwallowed  up  by  an  in- 
vincible Armada  of  Spain  ;  once  nigh  reme- 
dilefs  Confufion,  thro'  the  infernal  Arcs  of 
Rome,  in  the  infamous  Powder-Plot  ;  and 
for  a  Century  paft,  conftantly  endangered 
by  the  infidious  Arts  of  France^  the  uncea- 

fing 
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iing  Enemy  of  lier  Tranquillity — ^an  Bntf- 
"my,  at  one  Time  tampering  with  her  indo- 
lent, profufe,  fiiperftitious  Princes  ;  at  ano- 
ther,  abetting  vagrant  Pretenders  to  her 
Crown  :   At  length,  this  afpiring  Power 
rightly  judged  that  her  future  Efforts  of  this 
Kind  would  be  vain,  if  the  Britijh  Plantati- 
ons on  the  Continent  of  America  fhould 
■flourifh  and  extend,  and  derive  Wealth  and 
Strength  for  their  Mother-Country  :  Her  Mi- 
niftry  therefore,  with  Craft  and  Perfidy,  laid 
a  Plan  for  firfl;  ftintitig  their  Growth  (as 
^they  found  the  inhuman  Simulating  theS^- 
•■vages  to  their  Deftruftion,  would  not  effeft 
the  Purpofe)  that  they  might  by  and  by  o- 
vcrwhelm  them.    This  brought  on  the  late 
bloody  War,  in  which,  to  diftrefs  and  wea- 
"  ken  Britain,  this  capital  Enemy  had  the  Ad- 
drefs  to  engage  the  greateft  Part  of  Europe, 
and  at  length  to  fcducc  the  weak  Councils 
of  Spain  to  tafte  the  bitter  Fruits  of  it.  The 
moft  important  Events  of  the  War,  its  firft 
dark  Scenes,  the  "  Light  which  arofe  in 
the  Darkncfs,"  brightning  "  more  and  more 
unto  the  pcrfe(5l  Day,  "  in  its  glorious  IlTue, 
are  deeply  imprinted  in  every  Breaft  ;  I 
■  fliall  therefore  wuve  the  Recital. 


The 
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The  Exaltation  of  Great-Britain  to  the 
Summit  of  earthly  Grandeur  and  Glor}'', 
was  referved  in  the  Counfels  of  God  for  the 

Age  and  Reign  of  George  the  Third.  

"  Blefled  are  our  Eyes  for  they  fee,  our 
Ears  for  they  hear,"  thofe  great  Things, 
which  our  Anceftors  "  defired  to  fee  and 
hear,  but  did  not." 

We  fee  a  King  on  the  Throne  (fucceed- 
ing  his  royal  Grandfather,  of  immortal  Me- 
mory )  rejoicing,  that,  to  every  other  Mo- 
tive, this  of  Birth  is  added,  to  endear  his 
Subje<fis  to  him,  to  attach  him  to  their  Laws 
and  Conilitutions,  and  engage  him  to  Vigi- 
lance and  Zeal  for  their  Protection.  While 
the  venerable  Foundations  of  all  we  hold 
dear,  are  guarded  with  the  rtri61efl:  Care, 
while  the  lowefl:  Subject  is  fafe  as  the  high- 
eft,  in  every  Enjoyment  he  can  defire  ;  the 
moft  powerful  Enemies,  the  moft  formida- 
ble Combination  of  them,  have  fallen  into 
"  the  Pit  which  they  themfelves  digged.  " 

Auspicious  Day  !  when  Britain,  the 
fpecial  Care  of  Heaven,  blelTed  with  a  pa- 
triot Sovereign,  ferved  by  wife  and  faithful 
Councellors,  brave  Commanders,  fuccefsful 
F  Fleets 
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Fleets  and  Armies,  feconded  in  her  Efforts 
by  all  her  Children,  and  by  none  more  zea- 
Joiifly  than  by  thofe  of  New-EnglandS\  don't 
fay  gives  Law  to,  a  free  State  detefts  the 
arrogant  tyrannic  Phrafe,  but  )  has  it  in  her 
Power  to  demand  Peace  of  the  moft  povverfid 
Enemies,  on  Terms,  juft  and  equal,  fafe» 
highly  advantageous  and  glorious,  beyond 
what  were  expected  or  even  fought  for, 
through  a  Deluge  of  Blood. 

Ha  pp  Y  Sovereign  of  fuch  a  People,  gene- 
rous Olive-Trce  ;  whofe  Branches  fpread 
our,  whofe  Fruit  is  difperfed  for  the  Healing 
of  the  Nations  !  Happy  Ifland  of  his  Nativi- 
ty ;  bleffed  the  Womb  that  bare  him  !  It  is 
George  the  Thirds  who  gives  Peace  to 
half  the  World.  How  can  Faction  but  be 
dumb,  contending  Parties  but  melt  into 
gentle  Harmony. 

In  thefe  Events,  the  Lord  God  hath 
fpoken,  vvho  can  but  prophecy,  "  In  his 
Days  fhall  the  Righteous  flourilh,  and.A- 
bundance  of  Peace  fo  long  as  the  Moon  en- 
dureth  :  He  fhall  have  Dominion  from  Sea 
to  Sea  :  They  that  dwell  in  the  Wildernefs 
fliall  bow  before  him,  and  his  Enemies  fliall 

lick 
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Jick  the  Duft  :  The  Kings  of  Tarfliifli  and 
the  Ifles  (hall  bring  Prefcnts  ;  the  Kings  of 
Sheba  and  Seba  fliail  offer  Gifts :  He  niall 
deUver.the  Needy  when  he  crieth,  the  Poor 
alfo,  and  him  that  hath  no  Helper  :  He 
fhall  redeem  their  Soul  from  Deceit  and 
Violence  ;  and  precious  fhall  their  Blood  be 
in  his  Sight.  And  he  fhall  live,  and  to  him 
fliall  be  given  of  the  Gold  of  Sheba  :  Prayer 
alfo  fliall  be  made  for  him  continually,  nnd 
daily  fliall  he  be  praifed.  His  Name  fhall 
endure  forever,  his  Name  fliall  be  continued 
^  as  long  as  the  Sun.  " 

But  chiefly  thou,  O  America,  maycft 
well  rejoice,  the  Children  of  New-E)ie;liind 
may  be  glad  and  triumph,  in  Refleclion  on 
Events  paft,  and  Profped:  of  the  future. 
EncompafTed  with  native  Savages,  our  Fa- 
thors  having  efcaped  from  Opprcffion,  dccp- 
eft  felt  by  pious  Minds,  carried  their  Lives 
in  their  Hands,  fubje^led  to  Captivities,  to 
inhuman  Cruelties  and  Maffacres  :  Encom- 
paffed  with  crafty,  faithlefs  Europenia,  who 
fought  their  Ruin,  what  Profpcrt  could 
they  have  before  them  ?  The  dearer  and 
more]  valuable  the  Rights  they  had  earned, 
the  more  gloomy  the  Fore-rhoughc  of  lofiug 
F  2  them. 
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them.  And  if  we  their  OfTspring,  call  t« 
Mind  the  Ideas  which  poflTcfTed  us  in  the 
Year  175'^,  with  what  Exultation  muft  wc 
fing,  "  The  Snare  is  broi^en  and  we  are  ef- 
capcd." 

Now  commences  the  Mvi  of  our  qui«c 
Enjoyment  of  thofc  Liberties,  which  our 
Fathers  purchafcd  with  the  Toil  of  their 
whole  Lives,  their  Treafure,  their  Blood. 
Safe  from  the  Enemy  of  the  Wildernefs,  fafe 
from  the  griping  Hand  of  arbitrary  Sway 
and  cruel  Supcrftition ;  Here  ftiall  be  the  late 
founded  Seat  of  Peace  and  Freedom.  Here 
fliall  our  indulgent  Mother,  who  has  niofl: 
generoufly  rcfcued  and  protedlcd  us,  be  fer- 
vcd  and  honoured  by  growing  Numbers, 
%vith  all  Duty,  Love  and  Gratitude,  tillTime 
fhall  be  no  more.  Here  fhall  be  a  perennial 
Source  of  her  Strength  and  Riches.  Here 
fhall  Arts  and  Sciences,  the  Companions  of 
Tranquilit}'',  flourifh.  Here  fhall  her  new 
Subjecb  and  their  Pofterity,  blefs  the  Day, 
wlicn  their  imagined  Enemies  Viclories 
proved  to  them  the  Bcgiiining  of  the  moft 
valuable  Freedom.  Here  lhall  dwell  un- 
corruptcd  Faith,  the  pure  Worfhip  of 
GoD_  in  its  primitive  Simplicity,  unawed, 
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wninterrupted  ;  here  fhall  it  extend  itfelf 
and  its  benign  Influences  among  thofe  who 
Iiave  hitherto  "  fat  in  Darknefs,  in  the  Re- 
gion and  under  the  Shadow  of  Death.'* 
"  Truth  fliall  fpring  out  of  the  Earth,  and 
Righteoufnefs  fliall  look  down  from  Hea- 
ven ;  yea  the  Lord  fliall  give  that  which  is 
is  good  ;  Righteoufnefs  fliall  go  before  him> 
and  fliall  fct  us  in  the  Way  of  his  Steps." 

O  that  neither  we,  nor  thofe  who  come 
after  us,  may  wantonly  forfeit  thefe  Bleflings 
and  thefe  Hopes  ;  but  by  a  wife  Ufe  of  our 
diftinguiflied  Privileges,  a  moderate  and 
virtuous  Enjoyment  of  the  Bleflings  of 
Peace,  and  fleady  living  up  to  the  Maxims 
of  our  holy  Religion,  may  derive  upon 
ourfelves  and  ours,  the  Continuance  of 
them  ;  for,  "  the  Mercy  of  the  Lord  is 
from  everlafling  to  everlafling,  upon  them 
that  fear  him,  and  his  Righteoufnefs  unto 
Children's  Children,  to  fuch  as  keep  his  Co- 
venant, and  to  thofe  that  remember  his 
Commandments,  to  do  them.  " 

THE  END. 
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An  Ordination  Sermon. 

,  1  Corinthians  IV.  2. 

 By  Manifejlation  of  the  Truths 

commending  our  fehes  to  every  Mans 
Confcience  in  the  Sight  of  GOD. 

*******  T  is  expeaed.that  the  Difcourfc 
^S^^'^gl  which  religiotis  Cuftom  has 
•*jr   J    I*  properly  made  a  Part  of  thefe 

Solemnities,  ftioulci  have  a  pe- 
lS*£^2f  culiar  Refpea  to  the  Office  and 

Duties  01  a  Gofpel  Minuter  ; 
either  their  Nature,  the  right  Manner  of  exe- 
cuting them,  or  the  high  Motives  we  have  to 
Fidelity  and  Zeal  in  them. 

When  we  undertake  to  give  an  Idea  of 
the  whole  Work  of  the  Miniftry,  in  the 
Compafs  of  one  Difcourfe,  our  Sentiments 
muft  be  very  generally  exprefied  :  If  we  fix 
on  fome  Branch  of  the  facrsd  Office,  and  call 
your  Attention  to  it,  we  may  be  more  parti- 
cular and  copious :  In  either  Way  if  we  treat 

our 
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aiw 'edify  etirileai  crs.  ]^^^ 

Th  E  following  Difcourfe  will  be  of  the 
latter  Kind.  I  I  ^aU.  confidf r ^  r^pfp^  Mjiji- 
fter,'3s^^nc'talfc'd  in'tlie Troviclenc'e  of  (jod, 
to  declare  and  imprefs  upon  the  Minds  of 
th*  P^opfo-  l<3t  -js -taft^^iraSng.-^tff  r^-m'« 
Seafon  and  out  of  Seafon,  "  *'  the  Mind  of 
Ch  R  1ST  ;  ".  thdfe.  great  PrilKliples  "^of  Truth 
and  Maxims  of  Piety,  which  ha(*'c  the  higheft 
Tendency  to' nl^ke'  "th^i^  /"^^'ile'/  virtuous  'arid 

happy.  .  • 

And  the  Paragraph  now  read,  prcfents  to 
us  the  Ejoaxnplc  of  the  firrt ,  Rublifhe.rs.  Df  ■ 
ChriOiaijiity,  moft  fit  to.  be' followed .  by  aJI  ^ 
their  Suqccilors,  in'  Jth«  jfiiporta^t  TruJ^  of  : 
preaching  the*  Gofpcl.  ;  In  ordet  to*  fee  t]ti*6,^ 
true  Intent  aird  Force  of/which,  it  maTW'j 
convenient.';  tq;«:alt  qyil"  By^  ion'  the  Chapter 
before  this  of  oijt  Text.  'IiVjwhich  St/ Paul  I 
enlarges  on  the  Excellency  of  the  chriltiail!' 
Revelation,  under  the  Terms  <if;**.  the  Minir.' 
ftration  of  the  Spirit,  "  in  Oppofition  to  that 
of  "  the;Lctter  "  ;  of     Ri^htcoufnefs  '!. « 
oppoled;  to  that  of'  "  Condcmnatron  '"  •He^'^ 
calls  it  "  the  Qlory  that  ejccelleth,"!'  andjn'/ 
one  Word  "  Liberty.  "    By  which  diffcrieiilc  r 
Modes  of  Expieflion,      gives  thofe  he  wrotfc.i 
to,  and  us,  different  Pmfpccb  of  the  chritKan  ^ 
InflitLirion,  prelciits  it  in  Variotis  Lights,  in  - 

each 
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jVYrio,l^cdrci>^s 
■'^    leady.  to 

entered 
'if  **  f 

them  ;  on  hp  Cbttip^qiohate  Inviiatiom  S 
&  '°  'T"  '°         'o  Virtue' Tnd  o 

^;i?»%2rE?- "  ^^i^X^  wee  ana 
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The  Word  "  Liberty  "  conveys  a  noble 
Idea.  Freedom  from  Sin  and  to  Good,  is  the 
Height  of  the  human  Charafter,  the  neareft 
Approach  to  God,  the  fupreme  Exemplar  of 
'inoral  Perfeftion.  ,   ;  , 

And  if  the  "  Miniftry  of  Condemnation 
was  glorious,  "  in  Rerpe(St  of  its  Author,  the 
Solemnity  of  its  Promulgation,  and  its  impor- 
tant Ufcs ;  mych  more  was  "  the  Miniftration 
of  Righreoufnefs,  glorious.  "  But  in  no  Re- 
fpeft  mt)re  th^h  in  its  deep  and  extenfive  In- 
.  fluence  on  the  Hearts  of  Men.  By  Reafon  of 
^'which,  he  fays  that  the  Corinthian  Chriftians 
■were 'a  conftant  Atteftation  to  the  Truth  of 
Chriftianity,  and  to  the  divine  Miflion  of  the 
Preachers  of  it.  For  what  could  be  ftrongcr 
Evidence  of  its  Truth,  than  its  EfTccfls,  which 
proved  it  to  be  "  the  Power  of  ^od>.j^(o 
Salvation?"  ^  ■ 

"  Therefore,  fays  the  Apoftle,  feeing 
-we  have  this  Miniftry,  as.  we  have  received 
Mercy,  we  faint  not  "  we  are  fupported  by 
;he  firm  Perfuafion  of  the  Truth  of  Chriftia- 
nity, and  the  Prorpe(5l  of  its  high  Advantages 
to  Men  ;  and  as  becomes  the  Propagators  of 
fuch  a  pure  and  divine  Caufe,  "  we  have  re- 
pounced  the  hidden  Things  of  Difhonefty,  not 
^walking  in  Craftinefs,  nor  handling  the  Word 
of  God  deceitfully,  "  not  following  the  falfe 
and  fcducing  Arts  of  the  Minifters  of  Super- 
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ftition  and  Idolatry  ;  but  we  fimply  follow 
this  plain  Method  for  the  promoting  the  Reli- 
gion of  Jesus,  the  "  Manifeilation  of  the 
Truth  ;  thereby  commending  ourfclves  to 
every  Man's  Conlcience,  in  the  Sight  of  God." 

This  Method,  when  duly  confidcred, 
comprehends  in  it  the  main  Branch  of  the  Bu- 
finefs  of  a  Gofpel  MinilVer  ;  and  this  purCucd 
is  his  Way  to  Succefs,  "  in  turning  Men  from 
Darkiiefs  to  Light,  and  from  the  Power  of 
Satan  unto  God,  that  they  may  receive  For- 
givenefs  of  Sins  and  Inheritance  among  them 
that  are  fanctified,  thro'  Faith  in  JcfusChrid." 
And  altho'  ordinary  Minillcrs  of  the  Gofpel 
,  are  not  SuccelTors  of  the  Apollles,  in  firft 
publifhing  divine  Truths  to  an  ignorant 
World  ;  yet  they  are  their  genuine  SuccelTors 
in  manifeiting  them,  and  imprefling  them  on 
the  Minds  and  Confciences  of  their  Hearers. 

It  is  a  conftant  and  fundamental  Do6lrine 
of  Chriflianity,  that  God  begets  or  renews 
degenerate  Men  to  his  Image,  by  the  Influ- 
ence of  his  Truth.  By  which  as  his  Means, 
and  under  his  divine  Energy,  their  Judgment 
and  Choice,  of  what  is  truly  worthy  and  ad- 
vantageous to  them,  of  their  Duty  and  Inte- 
reft,  is  direded  ;  and  by  which  they  are  ani- 
mated to  fuch  a  Life  of  Sandity  here,  as  God 
has  promifed  his  bed  Bleflings  to  hereafter. 
We  therefore  juftly  argrie,  that  thofe  to  whom 
B  the 
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the"  Truths  of  Religion  are  manifefted,  fet  in 
the  cleareft  avA  jufteft  Light,  have  the  beft 
Advantages  for  making  Proficiency  in  the 
divine  Life,  rifing  towards  the  Height  of  mo- 
ral Perfection  ;  and  from  thence  we  infer,  that 
a  chriftian  Minifter  is  deeply  concerned  to  do 
his  utmoft  to  manifeft  "  tiie  Truth  a§  it  is  in 
Jefus.  " 

Not  that  the  Office  of  the  Miniftry  was 
defigned  to  bring  any  Truths  to  Light,  which 
Jefus  the  great  Prophet  of  God  has  not  judged 
needful  for  Men  ;  or  to  fet  them  in  any  clear- 
er Light  in  Refpecl  of  Evidence,  than  the  fa- 
cred  Writers  and  Fa£ts  fince  their  Time,  have 
done  :  But  to  employ  themfelves  in  that-, 
which  thofe  who  are  called  to  apply  to  fecu- 
lar  Bufinefs  have  not  Lcifure,  and  many  not 
Education  for  ;  in  colleCling  and  arranging 
the  Truths  of  Revelation,  and  enforcing  them 
by  every  Argument  which  can  have  Influence 
on  the  Hearts  and  Confciences  of  Men,  efpe- 
cially  at  fuch  folemn  Seafons,  when  God  has 
required  their  retiring  from  all  worldly  Con- 
cerns, for  the  Meditation  on  thofe  Things 
which  concern  their  fpiritual  and  eternal  In- 
terefts  ;  fo  that  they  fhall  fee  the  Beauty  and 
feel  the  Power  of  divine  Truth,  and  fo  that 
the  Confcience  of  the  impartial  Hearer  fhall 
be  oh  the  Side  of  the  Preacher,  unable  to 
gainfay  him  without  Guilt  and  Pain,  forced 
to  confefs  that  "  God  Is  wtih  him  of  a  Truth." 

Such 
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Such  an  inward  Senfation  will  probably  arife, 
when  both  the  Preacher  and  Hearer  fet  God 
t>efore  them,  and  fpeak  and  hear  as  in  his 
Prefence. 

In  further  profecuting  this  Subjed,  I  fhall 

I.  More  particularly  fpeak  of  this  "  Ma- 
nifeftation  of  the  Truth,  "  to  which  the 
Apoftlc  afcribes  fuch  Eficds. 

II.  .  Consider  the  Manner  in  which  the 
"  Manifeftation  of  the  Truth,  "  com- 

•■  mends  the  Minifter  to  the  Confcienccs 
of  his  Hearers.  And 

III.  How  this  Expreffion,  "  in  the  Sight 
of  God  "  is  to  be  applied  to  the  former 
Part  of  our  Text. 

I.  Let  us  more  particularly  confider,  what 
the  "  Manifeftation  of  the  Truth  "  is. 

And  there  are  divers  Particulars,  which 
enter  into  the  Idea  of  letting  religious  Truths 
in  their  beft  and  clearell:,  their  moft  intcreil- 
ing  and  influencing  Light.       As  hrft 

"  The  Syftem  of  religious  Truth  fliould 
be  declared,  with  as  little  Mixture  of  Error 
as  human  Infumity  will  admit.  " 
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Fallible  Beings  arc  always  expofcd  to 
fome  Degree  of  Error,  tho'  Integrity  and  Care 
^\  ill  by  the  Bleffing  of  God,  preferve  from 
thofc  which  are  important.  Truth  and  Error 
are  contrary  in  their  Nature  and  Operations. 
Great  Miftakes  in  Speculation,  obicurc  the 
Glory  of  the  Syllem  of  divine  Truth,  and 
prcfcnt  it  as  unworthy  the  Acceptation  of  the 
Ibber  and  wife.  Falfe  Rules  of  Praclice  per- 
vert the  Food  of  the  Soul  to  Poyfon.  The 
chriilian  Miniftcr  who  would  manifeft  the 
Truih  of  God,  will  be  very  careful  here. 

Reflecting  on  what  was  in  Fa6l  the 
Igriorancc  of  Men  left  to  themfelves  in  part: 
Ages ;  conlcious  that  Creatures  who  have 
departed  from  their  Allegiance  to  the  Lord  of 
all,  can  never  be  fatisfied  but  from  himfelf, 
how  it  is  confiftent  with  his  Glory  to  difpofc 
of  them  ;  humbly  fenfible  of  the  narrow 
Limits  of  the  human  Uiiderftanding  ;  he  re- 
ceives with  Joy  the"  Light  which  Ihines  on 
us  in  the  Darknels,"  and  adheres  to  the  laft 
great  Difpcnfer  of  it,  fubmiflively  obedient  to 
the  heavenly  Voice,  "  This  is  my  beloved 
Son,  liear  him." 

These  Things  being  fixed  in  Mind,  while 
he  well  improves  his  Underflanding,  and 
brings  often  to  View  thofe  primary  obvious 
Principles  of  religious  Knowledge,  which(iho' 
thro'  the  natural  Ignorance  of  Men,  they 
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were  much  obfcured  and  well  nigh  loft,  yet) 
being  propofed  in  the  Gofpel,  at  once  ftrike 
the  Mind  with  Convidion,  and  appear  in  a 
Light  next  toDemonftration ;  yet  fenfible  that 
the  Religion  of  Sinners  and  theirHopes,depend 
entirely  on  the  good  Pleafure  of  God,  which 
external  Revelation  only  afTures  us  of,  he  will 
endeavour  to  gain  a  thoro'  Knowledge  of  the 
Series  of  revealed  Truths,  and  demand  Peo* 
pk's  Attention  to  them  in  their  native  Simpli- 
city and  Extent.  Content  with  what  God 
has  publifhed  by  his  Son,  he  will  not  be  wife 
beyond  what  is  written ;  fenfible  that  the  Mo- 
ment he  gets  beyond  plain  Scripture,  human 
Infirmity  takes  Place,  he  will  be  cautious  of 
fetting  the  Inferences  he  himfelf  makes  from 
Revelation  on  an  equal  Footing  with  it;  left 
he  charge  God  with  imperfeft  executing  his 
Defigns,  or  rank  the  Dedudlions  of  his  imper- 
fe6\:  Reafon  with  divine  Oracles.  In  Matters 
of  Speculation  beyond  our  Capacity,  he  will 
thankfully  accept  what  God  has  declared,  and 
count  it  fufficicnt  to  all  the  Ends  of  Religion, 
tho'  all  fubtle  Difficulties  are  not  removed, 
and  will  not  d.ire  to  compleat  the  fuppofcd 
Defe<^ls  of  the  Word  of  God,  by  human 
Theories  of  Philofophy. 

When  a  Minifter  of  Religion  takes  this 
Method  of  manifefting  the  Truth,  he  will  be 
guarded  againft  the  Reveries  of  Fancy,  or 
the  employing  himfelf  in  ercding  as  it  were 

an 
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<B  Image  to  the  Honour  of  huraan  Reafon, 
whofe  Parts  tho'fome  of  ihcm  may  be  of  Sii- 
•yef  aad  Gold,  yet  the  ■»  hole  will  be  a  deform 
ved  Mixmsev  e£  precious  Things  w'uh  Dirt 
aodClay,  void  of  I  void  c:  -  ::h. 

He  will  avoid  Codil.....  ...  aiid  C.   re- 

fpeciistg  the  jarring  human  Explicadous  of 
aay  of  the  great  Doclrines  of  the  Gofpel,  of 
vhich  tho'  fome  Conftrudions  muft  be.falfe, 
yet  all  have  by  Turns  been  ftrove  for  with  the 
hittereft  Zeal.  He  will  leave  out  of  his  Di- 
vioixy,  (  that  is  his  fcriptural  Divinity,  which 
be  is  called  to  manifell  j  thofe  abftrufe  Propo- 
fitioos,  concerning  God  and  his  eternal 
Counfels,  the  Liberty  of  the  human  Con- 
ducl,  the  Infioence  of  Matter  upon  Spirit, 
which  iaave  perplexed  many  fobcr  Minds  ; 
not  through  Difficulties  arifing  from  what 
the  Word  of  God  propofes,  fo  far  as  the  Wif- 
dom  of  God  has  been  pleafcd  to  lay  any 
Thing  about  them,  but  from  the  too  curious 
Enquiries  and  too  poCtive  Decifions  of  Men. 

Give  mc  Leave  to  mention  one  Example 
here.  That  Minifter  fets  Truth  in  the  Light 
God  would  have  it  placed  in,  who  exhorts 
his  People  "  to  work  out  their  Salvation  with 
Fear  and  Trembling,  "  and  adds  as  the  high- 
eft  Motive  to  it,  "  that  it  is  God  who  works 
in  them  both  to  will  and  do  of  his  good  Plea- 
fure."  But  if  hefhall  undertake  to  go  beyond 
his  Line,  aod  fupply  the  imagined  Silence  of 
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Scripture  from  the  Schools,  with  nice  Diftinc- 
tions  concerning  Grace,  the  Kinds  and  De« 
grces  of  it ;  if  he  fliall  trace  a  Series  of  nece^ 
fary  Caufes  up  to  the  firft  Caufe  ;  if  he  fhall 
make  all  Activity  in  the  Creature,  in  Effed  si 
paflive  Reception  of  a  foreign  Influence  j 
what  Wonder,  if  inftead  of  manifefting  the 
Truth,  he  "  darken  Counfel  by  Words  with* 
out  Knowledge  ?  "  Again,  J 

i 

"In  the  Manifeftation  of  divine  Truth  is 
implycd,  the  judging  rightly  of  the  propor*- 
tionable  Importance  of  religious  Truths,  and 
the  inculcating  them  in  their  due  Order,  and. 
according  to  their  Weight.  " 

As  I  have  before  obferved,  the  Truths  of 
God  are  a  regular  well  adjufted  Syftem,  all 
whofe  Parts  have  a  mutual  Relation,  tho' 
fome  arc  of  more  Importance  to  the  Beauty 
and  Strength  of  the  whole  than  others,  and 
have  a  more  powerful  Tendency  to  the  Exo- 
cution  of  their  general  Delign.  : 

The  Body  of  religious  Truths  is  obfcured 
in  its  general  Frame,  when  fome  One  or  a 
few,  take  up  a  Minillers  whole  Attention, 
and  arc  the  Burden  of  his  Difcourfes,  and 
others  are  negled:ed.  It  is  manifcftcd,  when 
he  promotes  all  the  Truths  of  God  in  their 
Places,  and  lays  that  Scrcfs  on  them  rcfpcc- 
tively,  which  their  moft  wifeAuthor  intended. 

Their 
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Their  relative  and  proportionable  Importance 
is  beft  judged  of,  by  a  thoro'  Acquaintance 
with  the  new  Teftament,  obferving  on  which 
Chrift  and  his  Apoftles  laid  moft  Strefs,  and 
fedately  confidering  the  great  Defign  of  all 
divine  Revelation,  which  was  to  engage  Men 
to  "  deny  all  Ungodlinefs  and  worldly  Lufts, 
and  to  live  foberly,  rightcoully  and  godly,  in 
this  prefent  World,"  that  fo  they  may  "  look 
for  the  blefled  Hope  and  glorious  Appearing, 
of  the  great  God  and  our  Saviour  Jefus 
Chrift." 

In  the  primitive  Times,  fome  "  gave  Heed 
to  endlefs  Genealogies"  not  adverting  to  '*  the 
End  of  the  Commandment  "  (  or  of  divine 
Revelation  in  general )  which  "  is  Charity,  " 
the  Love  of  God  and  Man.  In  more  modern 
Ages,  fome,  thro'Negled  of  a  comprehenfive 
View  of  the  Nature,  Neceflity  and  Advanta- 
ges of  outward  Revelation,  have  been  heard 
perpetually  declaiming  on  moral  Virtues,  in 
the  dry  and  unmoving  Style  of  pagan  Philofo- 
phers,  but  coldly  if  at  all  hinting  at  the  glori- 
ous Motives  of  the  Gofpel,  the  Gratitude  we 
owe  to  the  God  of  Mercy  and  to  him  who 
faved  us  by  his  Blood.  While  others  have 
feemed  to  imagine,  that  all  they  had  to  do  in 
promoting  the  Caufe  of  Chrilt,  was  to  per- 
fuade  Men  of  the  Sovereignty  of  God,  and 
their  own  utter  Incapacity  of  moral  Adion, 
and  to  lead  them  to  infer  that  their  Part  only 
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is,  to  wait  the  happy  Illapfe  of  the  diviner 
Spirit,  to  enliven  and  actuate  them  to  Good.' 

Where  Truth  is  manifefted  a  different 
Courfe  is  taken.  The  Minifter  fofar  as  he 
can  "  declares  the  whole  Counfel  of  God;  " 
The  Glories  of  the  God  and  Father  of  our 
Lord  Jefus  Chrifl:  as  delivered  to  us  by  his  Son; 
the  Neceflities  of  Men ;  the  merciful  Under- 
taking of  the  bleffed  Jefus  for  us,,  to  reduce 
us  to  Happinefs  ;  efpecially  be  inculcates  the 
Terms  of  Reconcihation  and  Acceptance  with 
God,  Repentance  and  Faith,  Purity  of  Heart 
^nd  Holinefs  of  Life  ;  and  infpires  his  Hearers 
to  Faith  and  Virtue  by  thofe  Motives,  which 
are  fuflicient  to  infpire  every  valuable  Paflion, 
every  worthy  Refolution,  and  which  all 
worldly  ones  to  any  Kind  of  Condudl,  fall 
infinitely  fhort  of  in  their  Dignity  and  Weight. 
Again, 

"In  Order  to  the  Manifeflation  of  Truth, 
the  Evidence  by  which  it  is  fupported,  muft 
be  fet  in  a  clear  and  convincing  Light.  " 

And  this  is  no  fmall  Part  of  the  Bufinefs  of 
a  Preacher.  For  altho'  the  Body  of  Mankind 
are  neither  Philofophers  nor  Logicians,  yet 
they  have  common  Senfe,  and  mufl  fee  fome 
Foundation,  fomeReafon,  for  their  Faith  and 
Pradice.  The  Apoftles  of  Chrill,  as  well  as 
their  divine  Matter,  are  Patterns  to  chrifiian 
C  PrCv^chers 
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Preachers  in  this  Regard.  Our  Lord  dire«5ls 
his  Difciples  to  the  Obfervation  of  Nature, 
the  Marks  of  Wifdom  and  Goodnefs  in  crea- 
ted Things,  to  convince  them  of  God's  pro- 
vidential Care  and  Love  of  Men.  St.  Paul 
proves  the  SpirituaHty  of  God,  from  the  ra- 
tional Powers  of  Men,  which  cannot  arife 
from  mere  Matter,  under  any  Modification. 
A  fuflicient  Warrant  this,  for  reafoning  upon 
thofe  firfl:  Principles  of  Religion,  which  Men 
muft  in  tlie  Order  of  Nature  be  perfuaded  of, 
before  they  can  fubmit  to  the  Authority  of  a- 
ny  Revelation.  Tho'  as  I  before  hinted, 
there  is  no  Part  of  religious  Faith,  but  what 
is  aided  by  Revelation.  For  as  to  thefe  firft 
Principles  juft  mentioned  ;  why  has  the  plain- 
eft  Chriftian  better  Ideas  of  them,  than  Tlat* 
or  Cicero^  or  the  moft  penetrating  Minds  of 
Antiquity  ;  but  becaufe  the  plain  Do6^rines  of 
Scripture  on  thefe  Heads,  approve  themfelves 
at  once  to  the  Mind,  and  demand  its  imme- 
diate AfTent.  Reafoning  upon  the  Nature  of 
moral  Virtue,  its  Agreablenefs  to  the  imita- 
ble  Perfections  of  the  Deity,  from  whence  'tis 
to  be  inferred  that  it  is  his  Will  ;  the  (hewing 
the  Advantages  of  Holincfs  rcfpeCting  this  Life 
and  that  which  is  to  come,  yea  and  Reafoning 
upon  the  Judgment  to  come,  fo  far  as  our 
Conccpdons  of  God  and  his  Government  ren- 
der a  future  Retribution  probabte,  fuch  Rea- 
fonings  are  very  ufeful.  Thefe  Arguments 
and  tije  Declarations  of  Scripture,  mutually 

refled 


(    '5  ) 


refied  Light  on  each  other.  And  fuch  Rea- 
fonings  upon  Fa^l  and  Obfervation,  and  thg 
collecting  the  Arguments,  whereby  we  are 
induced  to  believe  on  the  Foundation  of  Rea- 
fon,  thofe  Things  which  we  are  more  firmly 
perfuaded  of  on  the  Teftimony  of  God,  is 
very  different  from  that  faulty  Philofophifing 
I  have  mentioned,  upon  Subjedls  originally 
known  only  by  outward  Revelation,  upon 
which  of  confequence  Reafonings  and  Infe- 
rences of  ours,  mufl:  be  vague,  dubious  and 
hazardous. 

But  in  order  to  give  the  Difcoveries  of 
God  to  us,  his  outward  Iiiftrudions,  their  full 
Force  upon  the  Mind,  the  Preacher  fliould  be 
able  and  Ihould  make  a  Bufincfs  of  manifeft- 
ing  the  divine  Original  of  the  Scriptures. 
Here  their  fucred  Contents,  and  the  faithful 
Witnefles  of  their  Extract,  and  Authenticity 
are  to  be  adduced.  And  with  Relation  to 
Chriftianity  in  fpccial,  the  Prophecies  which 
went  before  are  to  be  applied,  the  Scries  of 
Wonders  wrought  by  Chrilt  and  his  Followers, 
cfpecially  his  Rcfurredion  from  the  Dead, 
and  the  Conlequenccs  of  it,  in  the  Progrcfs 
pf  his  Caufe  againft  all  human  Probability  or 
moral  Poffibility  ;  thcfe  are  to  be  improved  in 
all  their  Strength.  The  Preacher  Ihould  be 
Madcr  of  the  Obje^ions,  which  Infidels  of 
later  Ages  have  raifed  againft  the  chriftiaii 
Faith,  and  able  to  inftrud  thofe  that  oppofe 
C  2  them- 
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themfelves.  And  this  Ability,  is  more  efpe- 
cially  needful  for  one  whofc  Lot  is  caft  in  a 
populous  Place,  where  there  is  a  Refort  of 
Strangers  of  various  Characters,  often  im- 
porting Principles  and  Books  of  Infidelity  and 
Libcrtinifm,  which  thro'  the  Goodnefs  of 
God,  have  not  as  yet  been  much  the  Growth 
of  our  ownCountry.  And  in  fuch  a  Situation 
at  this  Day,  this  becomes  a  Part  of  a  Miniller's 
Bufinefs,  which  demands  his  clofc  Attention. 
And  I  cannot  help  faying,  that  when  the 
Caufe  of  Chrift  in  general,  is  fo  attacked,  little 
Points  wherein  thofe  differ  who  yet  hold  the 
Head,  ought  to  be  put  out  ot  Sight,  and 
Difputes  about  them  filenccd,  w-hile  all  unite 
in  Defence  of  the  common  Interell. 
Lailly  here, 

"  Style  and  Delivery,'  have  their  Influ- 
ence on  the  Manifeftation  of  Truth. 

It  would  require  much  Time,  to  go  into 
Particulars  on  this  Head.  Nature  does  one 
Part,  and  the  Company  and  Books,  Perfons 
are  mofl:  convcrlant  with,  another,  in  form- 
ing the  Style.  But  the  Aim  of  every  publick 
Speaker  Hiould  be,  to  anfwer  his  End  effeftu- 
ally  ;  and  he  fliould  take  his  Meafures  accor- 
dingly. In  Reafoning  the  Terms  ftiould  be 
clear,  precife  and  of  a  known  Meaning  ;  the 
Conliru»flion  of  Sentences,  pLiin  and  unper- 
plcxed,  as  much  as  the  Subjedl  will  allow. 
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In  relating  Fads,  the  Manner  fhould  be  fim- 
pie,  the  Colledion  of  the  Evidence  of  them 
naturally  arranged  ;  the  Ufe  to  be  made  of 
them  obvious.  In  perfonal  Addrefs  and  Ap- 
plication to  the  Paflions,  greater  DifTufcnefs 
may  be  advantageous,  attended  with  Softnefs 
or  Pungency  of  Expreffion,  as  the  Matter  de= 
mands  ;  to  awaken,  alarm  or  melt  the  Soul, 
and  attack  every  Avenue  by  which  the  In- 
ftrudions  of  Virtue  and  Piety  may  enter  the 
Mind,  and  it  may  be  mofl:  powerfully  moved, 
to  Penitence,  to  godly  Refolution  and  Zeal  in 
the  Work  of  God. 

Oratory  has  its  good  Eflfe^ls.  There  is 
a  Modulation  of  Voice  and  Propriety  of  Ac- 
tion, which  are  apt  to  engage  Attention  and 
move  the  AfTcdions,  as  the  Speaker  would 
defire.  Knowledge  and  Experience  of  the 
human  Frame,  arc  the  fecure  Guides  here. 
Injudicious  Men  who  follow  not  Nature,  of- 
ten difgufl;  by  overa<5ling,  and  become  ridku- 
lous  and  naufeoiis,  by  quaint  AfTei^ation  or 
boifterous  Raving.  In  arguing,  in  AddrcfTes 
to  the  Undcrftanding,  a  diflinrt  calm  Voice, 
which  difcompofes  not  the  Mind,  but  leaves 
it  entire  Freedom  to  receive  and  weigh  with- 
out Bias,  feems  mofl:  proper.  In  practical 
Applications,  Warmth  and  Adion,  expreflive 
of  the  Fervour  of  the  Preacher,  the  Weight 
of  the  Addrefs,  and  fuitcd  to  the  Paffions  to 
be  infpired,  will  have  a  good  Iii^uencc. 

But 
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But  it  is  to  be  remembred  here,  that  the 
Oratory  of  the  Pulpit  is  among  us,  more  eafily 
difcourfed  of  in  Theory,  than  put  in  Practice, 
to  any  great  Degree  of  Perfcrtion.  A  digni- 
fied Clergyman,  or  one  who  afcends  theDefk 
but  once  perhaps  in  a  Month,  and  fo  has  Time 
to  compofe  in  the  beft  Manner,  and  to  com- 
mit well  to  Memory,  or  one  who  delivers  the 
fame  Difcourfe  often,  may  excel  this  Way. 
But  where  the  Preacher  is  obliged  to  compofe 
every  Week,  and  of  Courfe  mud  read  and  attend 
to  his  Notes,  a  moderate  Share  muft  fufficc. 
And  if  to  plcafc  People  in  this  Way,  he  dege- 
nerate to  the  extemporaneous  Method,  they 
will  find  they  have  made  but  an  indifferent 
Exchange,  of  the  real  Edification  of  the 
Mind,  for  the  Pleafurcs  of  the  Eye  and  Ear. 
To  follow  Nature  fhould  be  the  Preacher's 
Care,  and  Attention  to  this  will  render  him 
agreable  and  improving. 

But  it  may  be  afked  ;  How  fliall  "  the 
Man  of  God  be  furnifhed  "  for  the  "  Mani- 
fertation  of  the  Truth  "  i 

And  after  previouHy  obferving,  that  he 
muft  in  order  hereto  be  pofTcffed,  of  a  good 
natural  Capacity,anda  competentShare  of  ac- 
quired Learning,  efpecially  in  the  Languages 
wherein  the  Books  of  holy  Scripture  were 
firft  written,  I  anfwer, 


He 
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He  muft  be  a  Man  of  Prayer  and  Depen- 
dance  upon  God.  From  "  the  Father  of 
Lights  defcends  every  good  Gift,"  he  is  the 
Fountain  of  Wifdom.  ACourfc  of  Prayer  to 
him,  will  derive  upon  the  Minifter  his  Blef* 
fing,  and  at  the  fame  Time  if  there  be  any 
Sincerity  in  his  Prayers,  will  render  him 
careful  and  ftudious  to  know  his  Will,  in  eve- 
ry Part  of  it,  and  cautious  in  declaring  it,  to 
give  every  Part  of  it  its  due  Weight,  and  e- 
very  Soul  its  "  Portion  in  due  Sealbn.  " 
Again, 

He  fhould  have  well  ftudicd  and  fixed  in 
Mind,  what  are  ufually  termed  the  Truths  of 
natural  Religion.  It  will  be  ufeful  for  him 
to  enquire,  how  far  unadiftcd  Nature  in  its 
greatert  Perfection,  did  rife  in  the  Knowledge 
of  divine  Things  j  this  will  infpire  him  with 
deep  Humility,  and  excite  him  to  imprefs  up- 
on People  in  the  warmeft  Manner,  their  Ob- 
ligations to  him,  who  has  of  his  mere  Mercy 
enlightned  our  Darknefs  ;  and  he  (hould  en- 
quire how  far  the  Principles  of  Reafon,  and 
Arguments  from  the  Nature  of  Things  and 
Obfervation  of  the  Works  of  God,  will  con- 
vince thofe,  who  have  been  informed  by 
Revelation,  of  the  great  Things  of  God. 
The  philofophic  Mind,  when  upright  and 
modefl:,  is  beft  of  any  prepared,  to  fee  the 
Glories  of  the  Word  of  God,  which  prefcnts 
Him  in  the  Fulnefs  of  thofe  Perfections,  which 
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Obfervation,  Experience  and  Argument,  fhew 
us  but  a  fmall  Part  of. 

JHe  muft  compare  Scripture  with  Scripture; 
that  the  Parts  of  more  difficult  Intent  may  be 
cleared,  by  thofe  whofe  Meaning  lies  open 
and  obvious,  and  cfpecially,  as  I  have  obfer- 
ved,  he  muft  fix  his  View  on  the  main  Inten- 
tion of  the  Gofpel,  which  was,  to  reveal  to 
Men  the  Method  wherein  Sinners  are  recon- 
ciled to  God,  the  Terms  of  Acceptance  to  his 
beft  Favours,  and  the  great  Objeds  of  our 
higheft  Fears,  Hopes  and  Ambition,  the  fo- 
lemn  Futurities  of  the  eternal  World. 

He  fhould  be  ftrongly  imprefTed,  with  a 
Senfe  of  the  Importance  of  religious  Truths 
to  the  People  of  his  Charge,  as  they  are  to 
direct  and  animate  them,  in  their  State  of 
Trial  for  Eternity.  Finally, 

He  fhould  always  bear  in  Mind,  that  laft 
Account  which  he  himfelf  is  to  give,  to  the 
Judge  of  All,  of  his  Fidelity  to  his  Truft. 

Leaving  what  might  be  f u  rther  faid  here,to 
the  laft  Head  of  Difcourfe,  I  am  now  to  flievv, 

•  II.  The  Manner  in  which  the  Manifefta- 
tion  of  the  Truth,  commends  the  faithful 
Minifter  to  the  Confciences  ot  his  Hearers, 
"  of  every  Man.  " 

It 


It  will  be  eafily  believed,  that  the  Apoflle 
does  not  mean  by  "  every  Man  "  thofe  whofe 
Confciences  are  perverted  or  feared,  who  by 
"  loving  Unrighteoufnefs, "  have  learned  to 
"  believe  Lies  "  ;  or  who  pra^tifing  "  Craf- 
tinefs  and  handling  the  Word  of  God  deceit- 
fully, "  have  at  length  deceived  themfelves. 
Fables  and  Fallhoods  may  be  the  Commenda- 
tion of  any  one  to  thefe.  But  the  Exprcffion 
is  general,  and  intends  thofe  who  have  any 
good  Degree  of  Fairncfs  or  Tcndcrncfs  of 
Mind. 

A  JUST  "  Manifeftation  of  the  Truth,  " 
commends  the  Minifter  to  the  Confciences  of 
his  Hearers,  in  Rcfpecl  of  his  Capacity  and 
Integrity.  For  the  Word  "  Confcience  " 
may  intend.  Men's  internal  Conlcioufnefs  of 
Truth  and  Error,  upon  which  the  Judgment 
of  the  Mind  we  more  ft:ri(5lly  call  Confcience, 
depends.  The  main  Truths  of  Religion, 
ftrike  the  Confciences  of  Men,  and  mo  ft  of 
all,  when  declared  in  their  proper  Places  and 
Relations,  and  fupported  by  that  Evidence 
which  attends  them.  They  are  fo  worthy  of 
God,  fo  beneficial  to  Men,  fo  dire<ftly  ten- 
ding to  their  Peace  of  Mind,  Improvement  in 
Virtue,  fo  fupporting  their  inbred  Hopes  of 
future Happinefs,  that  when  delivered  without 
material  Error  or  Deceitful ncfs,  the  People 
are  ready  to  fay  ;  "  In  the  Advices  offucii 
as  thefe  we  may  confide,  "  "  Thefe  are  the 
D  Servants 
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Servants  of  the  mod  high  God  which  teach 
us  the  Way  to  Salvation."  "  They  enlighten, 
they  warm.  "  "  Such  Solidity,  fuch  Light, 
fuch  Heat,  muft  be  the  Fruit  of  diUgcnt 
Study,  of  IinpartiaHty,  ofDependance  upon 
God.  "  Again, 

A  JUST  "  TVIanifeftaiion  of  the  Truth  " 
commends  the  Minilter  to  the  Confcienccs  of 
People,  in  Rcfpccl  of  his  divine  Milfion,  his 
being  employed  of  God  and  the  great  Head 
of  the  Church,  when  they  feci  its  Influence 
upon  their  praclical  Judgments,  their  bell 
Affcdions,  their  real  Temper.  "  The  Law 
of  the  Lord  is  perfect,  "'faith  the  Pfahnill, 
"  converting  the  Soul.  "  This  is  the  End  of 
divine  Truth,  and  it  is  Truth  which  muft 
conform  the  Soul  to  God.  Hence  our  Lord 
prays,  "  Sanctifv  them  by  thy  Truth,  thy 
Word  i$  Truth."  Great  and  plaufible  Errors, 
the  Fdlftioods  of  Superftition,  mav  raife  Ibme- 
thing  which  appears  like  ic,  but  however 
fome  important  Truths  may  keep  Pofieflion 
of  the  Min  and  have  a  good  Influciice  upon 
it  in  fpitc  of  Error  ;  yet  religious  FaKliood 
as  fuch,  always  hurts  the  bell  Interelh  of  the 
Soul,  becaufc  it  ufurps  ti)e  Place  of  fome 
Truth  which  islanv^hfying,  or  perverts  from  it. 

When  a  chriftian  Minifter,  fets  the  great 
Truths  of  Ji-fus  the  "  Apoftle"  as  well  as 
"  High-pi  icit  of  our  Profcflion,"  before  People,  v 
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with  Prccifion  and  Clearnefs,  prcfcnts  to  View 
the  Beauties  and  Excellencies  of  the  Gofpcl 
Chrill,  its  powerful  Arguments  to  Repentance 
and  Piety,  the  awful  Futurities  of  the  ever- 
laiting  World  ;  When  he  fhews  them  the  in- 
finite Evil  of  Sin,  dilplayed  mod:  of  all  in  the 
Death  of  the  Lamb  of  God  ;  the  Glories  of 
God  the  Judge  of  all,  when  he  intreats  them 
"  to  flee  from  the  Wrath  to  come,"  with  the 
Zeal  of  a  Boanerges;  perluadcs  them  to  return 
to  their  heavenly  Father,  with  the  Tongue 
of  a  Son  of  Confolation,  an  Angel  of  Peace, 
as  tho'  Chrift  himfelf  befought  them;  When 
with  the  niceft  Hand,  guided  by  the  Spirit  of 
God,  he  draws  the  Portrait  oi  true  Sandity, 
in  all  her  Simplicity  and  all  her  Purity,  with 
the  P'eaturcs  of  the  Offspring  of  God  and  her 
Face  heaven  ward ;  when  thcfc  divine  Subjec^l  j 
are  treated  fuitably,  with  Plainnefs  and  Se- 
rioufnels,  with  Warmth  of  Atfechon,  and  in 
the  Style  and  Manner  which  is  moft  impref- 
five  ;  Oh  how  mull:  it  commend  the  Preacher 
to  every  Confcience,  which  is  not 'blind  and 
hard  as  the  nether  MilUlone  ! 

But  I  mufl:  haftcn  to  the 

TIL  and  lafl  Part  of  our  Text.  Th  R^Mani- 
feftation  of  the  Truth,  commends  the  Mini- 
Iter  to  every  Man's  Confcience,  *'  in  the  Sight 
of  God.  " 
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Here  I  mufl:  be  fhort  ;  nor  fliall  I  criti- 
cally examine  the  Relation  of  the  Words, 
They  arc  applicable  to  both  Miniftcrs  and 
People,  the  Scnfc  of  theVerfe  will  admit  fuch 
Application. 

For  a  Minifter  to  bear  condantly  in  Mind, 
that  the  God  to  whom  "  ail  Things  are  na- 
ked and  open,  "  who  fearches  all  Hearts,  is 
ever  prefent  with  him,  privy  to  every  Degree 
of  Diligence  and  Zeal,  with  v\'hich  he  trea- 
I'urcs  lip  divine  Truths  in  his  own  Mind,  or 
communicates  them  to  others,  in  the  general 
Courfe  of  his  Labours,  or  as  peculiar  Circum- 
llances  arife.  Oh  how  muft  it  fpirit  him  to 
impartiality,  to  Diligence,  to  Conltancy,  to 
Fervency,  that  divine  Truths  may  become 
"  a  Savour  of  Life  unto  Life,  "  to  his  Hearers  I 

And  if  Chriftians,  or  Aflemblics  of  Chrif- 
tians,  when  they  attend  upon  the  Inflr  jciions 
and  Advices  of  Miniilers,  would  make  the 
habitual  Thought  and  Language  of  their 
Souls,  like  that  ot  Cornelius  to  Peter,  "  New 
therefore  we  are  all  here  prefent  before  God, 
to  hear  all  Things  that  are  commanded  thee 
of  God,  "  with  what  Compofurc  of  Mind  and 
fcrious  Attention  would  they  hear  them  ! 
How  deep  would  the  Word  (  by  that  BlefTing 
of  God,  which  fuch  fcrious  Souls  mav  expccl) 
link  into  them!  How  lar  would  vainCuriofity 
and  ^ptiousCriticifm  be  removed  from  them  ! 

How 
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How  furely  would  facred  Truth  take  hold  of 
their  Underftaiidings  I  How  deeply  imprefs 
their  Conlciences  !  What  Light,  what  Con- 
vi(^lions,  what  Hopes  and  Fears,  what  worthy 
Refolutions  would  be  the  Fruits  ;  when  they 
heard  it,  not  "  as  the  Word  of  Man,  but  of 
God  who  fearchcth  the  Hearts !  " 

Especially,  where  both  Miniflers  and 
People,  carry  themfclves  forward  to  that  Day, 
in  which  He  who  has  been  confcious  of  their 
Spirit  and  Conduct:,  fhall  call  them  to  an 
open  Account  thereof,  in  order  to  an  e- 
cjuitable  Sentence  ;  what  Minifter  can  bear 
the  Thought,  of  being  then  judged,  an  "  idle 
and  unprofitable  Servant  !  "  What  negligent 
Hearers  can  fupport  the  Profpeft  of  that  Day, 
when  the  Lord  himfelf  fliall  defcend  in  fla- 
iTjing  Fire,  to  take  Vengeance  on  them  that 
obey  not  the  Gofpel !  "  What  upright  Heart 
but  mull  glow,  in  the  Forc-tho't  of  that  blef- 
fcd  Sentence,  "  Well  done,  good  and  faith- 
ful Servant !  "  Who  would  not  "  attend  to 
the  Things  that  are  fpoken,"  when  "  the  End 
of  their  Faith  fliall  be  the  Salvation  of  their 
Souls!" 

Thus  I  have  endeavoured  to  illuftrate  the 
feveral  Parrs  of  our  Text  ;  there  remains  only 
a  Reflection  or  two,  and  fomc  fliort 
particular  Addrefs.  And, 


I.  In 
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1.  In  reflecting  on  what  has  been  faid  of 
the  "  Manifcftation  of  Truth,  "  the  Difficulty 
may  occur  to  our  Minds,  which  has  been 
ftarted  by  fome  ;  Why,  if  the  Scriptures  arc 
theWord  of  God, the  wife  God,  were  not  the 
Truths  of  them  arranged  in  one  methodical 
Syftem,  in  the  plainclt  Language,  open  to 
the  firft  View  and  ealy  Comprehcnfion,  of 
all  Perfons  of  common  Underftanding  ^ 

To  eafe  our  Minds  of  this  Perplexity,  if  it 
fhould  ever  offer,  the  Qiieflion  may  well  be 
put  ;  Have  wc  fufficient  Evidence,  that  thcfe 
Writings,  as  tiiey  Hand,  are  derived  from 
God,  and  deflgned  for  our  Ufe?  If  there  be 
convincing  Proof  of  this,  then  *'  who  arc 
thou,  O  Man,  who  replied  againflGoD"? 
Is  not  an  End  worthy  of  himfelf  anfwcred, 
your  beftlnterefl:  fuflicicntly  fervcd?  Will  you 
refufe  the  heavenly  Gift,  becaufe  'tis  not  oiTev- 
ed  in  the  Manner  you  would  have  fancied 
belli f  Refufe  the  Food  of  Souls,  becaufe  not 
dreficd  up  in  your  own  Way?  Can  you  fay 
that  the  joint  Labours  of  divers  Speakers  and 
Writers,  the  Ufe  of  Parables,  of  various  Styles 
and  Forms  of  Exprcfiion,  are  not  more  ufc- 
ful  to  innumerable  different  Capacities  and 
Tafles.than  a  dry  uniform  Detail  of  Principles 
and  Duties?  Bur  w^hy  thisKafc,  in  gaining  di- 
vincKnowledge,  and  carrying  forward  the  Soul 
to  eternal  Life  ?  Why  is  Indolence  and  Idlc- 
\\ck  tg  be-favoured  here?  Why  arc  Men  to  be 

io 
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fo  much  more  independent  here,  than  in  the 
lefs  important  Affairs  of  Life?  In  the  wife 
Adminiflrations  of  God,  Indiiltry,  Thought, 
Labour  of  Body  and  Mind,  yea  of  Others  as 
well  asourfelves,  arc  ncccflary  to  our  prefcnt 
Welfare.  And  why  fliould  it  be  thought 
range,  if  we  are  in  a  ftate  of  Probation  in 
fpiritual  Regards  ;  if  Care,  Study,  Imparti- 
ality, Prayer,  the  Help  of  thofe  who  make 
the  Truths  of  God  their  peculiar  Stikly  and 
Profertion,  fliould  be  the  Way  to  our  Inftruc- 
tion  in  the  Doctrines  of  Salvation,  the  Path  of 
Life  ?  Objecftions  of  equal  Strength  may  be 
made,  againfl:  God's  Methods  of  Providence, 
as  thole  of  Grace.  And  the  Anfvver  is  the 
fame.  He  has  put  into  our  Hands  the  Means 
of  Happinefs,  it  is  our  Duty  and  Intereft  to 
improve  them,   not  to  find -Fault  with  them. 

1.    I  might  apply  the  Truths  of  our  Text, 
to  this  great  Affembly,    both  Miniftcrs  and 
People,   but  the  Time  will  not  admit  of  it. 
I  (hall  only  lay,   "  My  Fathers  and  Brethren 
and  all  Ye  that  fear  God,"  The  God  of 
Glory  hath  appeared  to  us  by  his  Son,  who 
has  "  bro't  Life  and  Immortality  to  Light,  " 
and  taught  us,    by  true  Virtue  (  which  we 
arrive  to  by  a  divine  Birih,  thro'  his  Word  of 
Truth)  the  Way  to  Glory.    Both  that  divine 
Birth  and  the  heavenly  Life  which  follows^t, 
depend  upon  the  *'  Manifcftation"  of  the 
Truth  of  God  to  us,  and  its  making  a  deep 
and  lively  Imprcllion  upon  our  Confciences. 

That 
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That  it  may  be  declared  "  as  It  is  in 
Jefus, "  and  that  we  may  be  fandified  by 
the  Truth,  let  us  all  refpedively,  fix  it  in  our 
Minds,  That  we  are  ever  under  the  Infpedi- 
on  of  the  great  and  omnifcicnt  God  :  That 
both  in  our  retired  Studies  and  Meditations, 
cur  fpeaking  and  hearing.  He  is  acquainted 
^vith  our  outward  Adlion  and  inward  Inten- 
tions :  That  our  eternal  Fate  depends  on  our 
Fidelity  toHim.  Let  us  often  carry  ourfclvcs 
forward  in  folemn  Thought,  to  that  great 
Day  when  wc  arc  to  appear,  before  the 
Judgment-Seat  of  Chrifl:,  to  receive  our  final 
Sentence  from  Him  who  is  no  "  Relpcdcr 
ofPerfons.  " 

Efpecially, 

Dear  Brother,  let  me  recommend  it 
to  you,  as  an  invariable  Maxim  of  Condu<^l:, 
in  the  Difcharge  of  that  Miniftry,  to  which 
you  are  prefentiy  to  be  feparated  ;  to  think, 
to  fpeak  and  ad  in  every  Part  of  it,  as  in  the 
Sight  of  God,  that  God  who  fully  fees  your 
Sincerity  and  Diligence,  in  every  Part  of  your 
Office,  and  therefore  certainly  remarks  your 
Care  in  this  principal  One,  your  manifefting 
his  Truths  to  your  People. 

Of  human  Advantages,  you  have  indeed, 
(  befides  the  Powers  of  Mind  God  has  en- 
dowed you  with,  and  the  liberal  Education 

you 
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you  have  bcenblefTed  with,)  One  which  is  fin- 
gular,  and  whicli  is  the  Happinefs  of  but  few 
young  Gentlemen,  at  their  hril  fetting  out  in 
I  this  important  Work.  You  have  the  Prayers, 
\  the  Example,  the  Advices  and  Inftrudions  of 
'  a  venerable  Father  in  the  Minirtry  with  you, 
whofe  Penetration,  Integrity  and  long  Experi- 
ence, you  may  highly  avail  yourfelf  of,  in  your 
Enquiries  into,  and  Adminiftrations  of,  the 
Truths  of  God.  His  privateCommunications 
I  of  divine  Knowledge,  as  well  as  his  printed 
Works,  *  will  be  greatl}^  ufeful  to  you,  in 
fixing  your  Ideas  of  the  Gofpel  Plan,  of  the 
Redemption  of  finful,  ruined  Men,  (  '  )  by 
Jesus  the  Son  of  the  Blefled,  "  the  true  'GoD 
and  eternal  Life."  (  )  To  direft  them  into 
a  Courfe  of  chriftian  Perfe(flion,  in  Obedience 
to  thofe  Commands  of  God,  which  are  "  ex- 
ceeding broad,  "  (  '  )  demanding  Submiflion 
of  all,  from  the  Prince  whofe  "  Throne  is 
eftablifhed  by  Righteoufnefs  ;"('')  to  thofe 
of  lowefl:  Condition,  who  may  yet  "  adorn 
the  Do<5frine  of  God  our  Saviour,  "  and  be 
"  zealou'^  of  good  Works  "  ;  (  '  )  To  infpirc 
them  to  Sccdtalhiefs,  by  the  Profpe(5t  of  the 
Rewards  of  the  chriflian  Hero,  (  '  )  which 
E  ftiould 

*  Is  the  following  Linei,  there  is  a  Reference  to  divers  of 
the  Reverend  Mr.  Barnard's  Publications, — As 

(a)  His  J.inua  (A-elcllis,  printed  lyjo. 

(b)  His  ^icrmon  at  the  public  Leflare  in  Bos  T»N,  1761. 
(  '  )  His  Courfe  of  Sermons  on  Pl'alni  119.  96. 

His  Election  Sermon,  1754. 
('  )  His  Sermon  on  Zeal  for  good  Works,  1742. 
(  f )  His  Difcourfcs  on  Rer.  3.  21.  —  publifhed  in  London 

1727. 
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fhould  fire  every  facred  Paflion,  and  raife 
Men  above  the  prefent  World.  If  in  inculca- 
ting thefe,  you  make  yourlelf  Maftcr  in  a 
good  Degree  of  his  perfpicuous,  nervous, 
pungent  Style,  you  will  both  enlighten  and 
warm  in  a  high  Degree. 

These  Advantages,  you  will  improve  to 
the  utmofl:,  thanking  God  for  your  happy 
Lot,  and  that  he  preferves  the  Health  and  Vi- 
gour of  his  Servant,  to  be  the  Guide  of  your 
Youth,  and  when  you  look  forward  you  will 
be  ready  to  figh, 

Serus,  O  Scrus  redeas  

But  all  other  Helps  and  Motives,  are  to 
have  but  the  fecond  Place  in  your  Attention 
and  Regard.  Condud  as  in  the'Sight  ofGoD, 
if  you  would  be  approved  of  Meji  and  accep- 
ted of  Him.  —  In  this  Way  you  will  receive 
Diredion  from  Him  in  all  your  public  and 
private  Miniftrations — This  is  the  Way,  to 
attain  to  every  Part  of  the  CharaCler,  of  a 
goodMiniller  of  JefusChrifl — This  istheWay 
to  commend  yourlelf  to  the  Confcienccs  of 
all,  to  engage  their  Attention,  and  to  minifler 
to  their  true  Edification  —  This  is  the  Way, 
to  the  Peace  of  your  own  Mind,  and  ferciic 
Comfort,  under  all  the  Difliculties  of  our  Pro- 
feflion — This  is  the  Way  to  meet  Death 
with  Undauntednefs.  prepared  to  give  a  good 

Account 
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Account  of  your  Stdwardfhip,  to  the  great 
Overfeer  of  Souls  —  This  is  the  Way,  to  "  a 
Crown  of  Glory  which  fadeth  not  away." 

To  conclude, 

It  concerns  you  my  Brethren  of  this 
Church  and  Congregation,  upon  this  folemn 
Occafion,  aiid  particularly  in  reflc6ling  on 
our  Text,  to  put  the  Qiieftion  to  yourfelves; 
How  you  have  profited  in  Times  pad,  under 
the  clear  Manifellation  of  divine  Truths,  you 
have  been  fo  fmgularly  favoured  with,  during 
the  long  continued  Adniiniltrations  of  your 
pious  and  moll  worthy  Pallor,  whom  God  is 
yet  continuing  to  be  "  a  burning  and  Ihining 
Light  "  among  you  ;  to  mourn  your  ill  Im- 
provement of  fuch  Advantages,  if  you  find 
Caufc  therefor  ;  and  to  be  this  Day  refolving 
by  the  Grace  of  God,  better  to  improve  this 
Addition  of  Gifts,  he  is  now  affording  you. 

Your  aged  Pallor  muft  "  decreafc  God 
grant,  the  younger  may  *'  increafe"  in  every 
Gift  and  every  Grace,  that  you  may  have 
Reafon  to  think  your  Unanimity  and  Harmo- 
ny in  the  Choice  of  him,  was  of  God.  May 
he,  "  by  Manifeftation  of  the  Truth,  com- 
mend himfclf  to  every  Man's  Confcience,  in 
the  Sight  of  God.  "  And  when  his  Mafter 
fhall  be  taken  from  his  Head,  (that  fad  Event 
we  hope  is  3''et  dillant)  may  a  double  Portion 
E  2  of 
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of  that  Spirit,  wherewith  the  Head  of  graci- 
ous Influence  endued  him,  reft  upon  his  Suc- 
ccflnr  ;  that  you  and  your  Pofterity,  thro'  his 
Miniftry  blcfted  to  you,  may  be  fandlificd 
and  improved  in  every  chriftian  Grace,  uiUQ 
the  Day  of  Chrift  ; 

Th  EN  may  you  and  your  Paftors,  meet  in 
the  Regions  of  ImmortaUty,  in  Fulnefs  of 
Joy,  thro' Him  "  who  loved  us  and  gave  him- 
felf  for  us,"  to  Him  with  the  Father  and 
Holy  Spirit,  be  everlafting Praifes,  Amen. 


A 
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A  Discourse    had  at  the 

Ordination  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  William 
Whitwell,  with  the  Charge,  and 
an  Address  to  his  People,  by  the 
Rev.  Mr.  John  Barnard,  Paftor  of 
the  Flock.  JEt.Si. 


Honoured,  Reverend  and  Beloved, 

IT  is  well  known  to  this  whole  Aflembly, 
that  the  great  Occafion  of  our  Meeting 
here  before  the  Lord,  this  Day,  is  upon 
the  important  Defign,  in  the  moft  open,  and 
religious  Manner,  folemnly  to  fcparate,  and 
confecrate,  Mr.  WilliamWhitwf. ll  unto 
the  facred  Work  of  the  evangelical  Miniftry, 
and  a  paftoral  Relation  to  this  particular 
Church  of  the  Lord  Jesus,  ufually  meeting 
in  this  Place,  by  Trajer,  luith  Faftiug,  and 
the  laying  on  of  the  Hands  of  the  Tresbytery. 


Should 
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Should  it  be  demanded  of  us,  By  ivhat 
Authority  uoe  do  this  ?  when,  as  it  is  faid  by 
feme,  the  Power  of  Ordination  is  lodged  in 
the  Hands  of  a  fuperiour  Order  of  Minifters, 
ftiled  by  them  Diocefan  Bipops,  and  not  in 
the  Hands  of  ^Presbyters. 

We  anfwer.  Thb  original  Commiflion, 
which  the  great  Head  of  the  Church  gave  to 
his  Apoftlcs,  and  fuccecding  Minitters,  has  not 
the  leaft  Hint  of  any  Superiority  among  his 
Minrrters,  or  a  confining  of  any  Part  of  the 
mini fterial  Office,  Work,  or  Power,  unto  any 
particular  Order  of  Mini  Iters  ;  nor  have  the 
Writings  of  the  Apoflles  of  our  Lord  the  lead 
favourable  Afpe>!:i  upon  fuch  a  Scheme,  but 
ever  fpeak  of  Bifliops,  Tresbyters,  or  Elders ,  as 
meaning  one  and  the  fame  Pcrfon  ;  and  that 
not  only  as  bearing  an  Identity  of  Name,  but 
as  having  tlie  fame  Office,  Work,  and  Pov^'er, 
equally  belonging  to  them  all.  Nor  is-  there 
fo  much  as  one  fiugle  Inftance,  in  all  the  A'ifw 
Tejlament,  of  an  Ordination  by  a  Bijhop,  in 
their  appropriated  Senfe,  tho'  there  are  feve- 
ral  by  ''Presbyt<:rs, 

.  This  is  fo  evident,  that  many  of  the  mofl: 
learned,  among  thofe  who  -fee  Caufc  to  differ 
from  us,  have  acknowledged,  that  BiJJjjps, 
and  "Presbyters,  mean  the  fame  Perfon  in  the 
Gofpel.  Yea,  the  whole  Body  of  the  Clergy 
of  the  Church  of  England  have  granted  it,  by 

their 
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their  Approbation,  and  Subfcription,  of  the 
Book  called,  The  Erudition  of  a  Chrijlian  Man^ 
wherein  it  is  plainly  aflerted,  that  a  Trieft,  (or 
Tresbyter  )  and  Bifliop  are,  by  God's  Law,  one 
and  the  fame,  ar.d  the  Toivcr  of  Ordination  be- 
loMgeth  equally  to  both.  And  a  famous  King  of 
England,  and  both  Hoifes  of  Parliament,  have 
concurred  in  the  fame  Sentiments. 

If  the  Records  of  Antiquity  be  thoroughly 
fearched  into,  we  fliall  not  find,  for  the  firit 
two  Hundred  Years  after  Christ,  aninliancc 
of  any  real  Difference  between  the  Office,  and 
Power  of  a  Bifhop,  and  Tresbyter.  And  the 
greatefl;  Part  by  far  of  the  Proteftant  Churches, 
at  this  Day,  pradifc  upon  a  Prefbyterian  Or- 
dination. So  that  the  confining  the  Power  of 
Ordination  to  a  BiJJjop,  as  luperiour  to  a 
Tresbyter,  is  purely  humane,  and  arifeth  from 
a  civil  Coniiitution.  And  if  there  be  any 
Weight  in  an  humane,  and  civil,  Conflitutioii 
we  have  this  to  obferve.  That  the  Laws 
of  this  Country,  which  have  obtained  the 
Royal Santllon,Q.v\<\  are  become  the King'sLaws, 
have  left  it  in  the  Power  of  the  feveral  Taflors^ 
Tresbyters,  or  Minljiers,  of  thefe  Churches  to 
ordain  Elders,  or  Minijlers,  or  Taji',rs,  as 
there  may  be  Occafion.  So  that  we  truly 
are  the  ellablifhed  Church  in  this  Country, 
and  thofe  who  lee  Caufe  to  differ  from  us,  in 
the  Power  of  Ordination,  are  but  Diffenters 
amongfl  us. 

Upon 
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Upon  the  whole,  We  have  the  Authority 
of  the  New  Teftament,  the  Acknowledgment 
of  our  Oppofers,  the  Pradice  oi  Primitive  An- 
tiquity, and  of  the  Protcflant  Churches  in 
general,  and  the  Sandion  of  the  civil  Autho- 
rity, all  confpiring  to  vindicate  us  in  our  Prac- 
tice, and  authorize  us,  in  what  is  now  before 
us. 

I  WOULD  further  obferve;  The  Pcrfon  to 
be  ordained  was,  in  the  firfl:  Ages  of  Chrillia- 
nity,  always  One,  whom  the  Suffrage,  or 
Vote  of  the  Church,  had  made  Choice  of,  and 
not  One  impofed  upon  them,  by  Rulers,  or 
Patrons  ;  as  is  apparent  from  the  Account 
thereof  in  the  Ne  w  Te/lament,  and  the  Hi  (lory 
of  ancient  Times.  Hence  we  not  only  find 
Cyprian  maintaining  the  Right  of  a  Teople  to 
choofe  their  own  'Tajlor  ;  but  the  Emperor 
Coujiantine  declaring  //  to  be  in  the  Tower  of 
the  Churches  to  chooje  their  own  Taj} or.  Yea, 
even  a  Tope  Leo  alTerting,  that  the  Ordination 
of  a  Tajior  could  not  be  lawful,  unlejs  it  was  re- 
quired, and  approved,  by  the  Teople.  And,  if  I 
miftake  not,  it  was  the  Twelfth  Century  before 
the  Tyranny  of  Rome  ufurped  this  Right  from 
the  Hands  of  the  People. 

But  tho'  the  Church's  Choice  was  necefTa- 
ry  to  the  Ordination  of  a  Paltor  over  them, 
yet  fuch  an  Ordination  was  never  accounted 
regular,  in  the  Priiiiitive  Times,  wirhout  the 

Concurrence, 
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Concurrence,  and  Confcnt,  of  the  neighhourhig 
^Pajlors  ;   therefore  we  find  Eufebius  faying, 
'  The  Tajtor  luas  ordained  with  the  Conjent  of  the 
Bijhops  (  or  Pallors  )  oj  the  Vicinitj. 

Further  ;  I  would  juft  hint,  Thatthere 
is  a  Difference  bctvvecnQiialification,  Eledion, 
and  Inveftiture,  or  a  regular  Conveyance  of 
Authority.  Qualification  may  admirably  fit 
a  Man  for  an  Oflice  ;  mutual  Eicdlion  may 
call,  invite,  introduce  him  into  the  Oflice  ; 
but  until  he  is  invefted  with  the  Office,  or 
has  the  Power,  and  Authority,  belonging  to 
tliat  Office,  regularly  convened  to  hirti,  he 
cannot  acfl  in  it.  As  is  evident  in  the  Cafe 
of  a  Juftice  of  the  Peace  ;  and  perhaps  in  all 
other  fubordinate  Offices.  And  I  know  of 
none  but  the  Minifters  of  the  Lord  Jefus 
Chrijl  that  can,  ordinarily,  and  orderly,  com- 
mit, and  hand  down  the  miniflerial  Authori- 
ty, from  Him,  to  another.  It  is  Christ, 
and  He  folely,who  granteth  the  whole  Power; 
but  He  conveys  it,  not  immediately,  by  His 
own  Hands,  but  mediately,  by  the  Hands  of 
His  Minifters. 

Having  obferved  thcfe  Things,  We  fliall 
now,  in  the  Fear  of  God,  and  in  the  Name 
of  our  Lord  Jcfiis  Chrifl,  the  great  Head  of 
•the  Church,  proceed  to  give  you  an  Exem- 
plification hereof,  in  the  Ordination  of  Mr. 
miliamJFhitivell. 
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The  C  HARG  E. 

AND  now,  our  Reverend  and  Beloved  Son, 
and  Brother  ;  Forasmuch  as  we,  the 
Miniftcrs  of  the  Lord  Jcfiis,  and  in  His 
NaiTie,  have,  in  this  molt  public  Manner^  by 
folemii  Prayer,  vv'ith  Falling,  and  the  Jayii^g 
on  of  the  Hands  of  the  Prcfbytery,  ordained 
you  unto  the  work  of  theGofpcl  Miniftry,and 
to  a  Paftoral  Relation  to  this  particular  Flock 
of  (he  Lord,  and  handed  down  unto  you  that 
Commiflion,  and  Authority,  which  appcr- 
taincth  unto  a  true  Gojpel  Bijhop  ;  We  do  now 
as  openly,  and  heartily,  embrace  you  in  the 
Arms  of  our  molt  tender  Affei^ion  for  you, 
and  efteem  you  as  one  of,  and  equal  with, 
us,  in  the  Fcllowfliip  of  the  Miniltry  of  the 
Gofpel  of  Chrift. 

Tho'  we  pretend  not  to  aiTume  any  Au- 
thority over  you,  yet  fuffcr  us,  your  Brethicn 
in  the  Faith,  ajid  Labours,  of  th,c  Gofpel, 
(^Ider  in  Years,  and  more  experienced  ii\  the 
Duties,  and  Difficulties,  of  the  Miniltry,  )  to 
fay  to  you,  in  the  N:une  of  our  great  Lord 
and  Maltcr,  and  in  the  Words  ot  His  holy 
Apoltle  'Paul  lo  Arc'nppiis,  Tvke  heed  ur.to  the 
Minifirj  vjhiih  yon  have  received  of  the  Lcrd, 
to  fulfil  it.  This  we  Charge  you  before  God, 
and  the  Lord  Jefus  Chr  'iji^  and  the  cled  yf^gels  ; 
that  yo\.\'^rrc.uh  the  Worcf^  be  inltant  in  Scal'on, 
and  out  of  Scafcn,  reprove,  rebuke,  exhort, 
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with  ail  Longruffering,  and  Doctrine  ;  not 
handling  the  Word  of  God  deceitfully  ;  bur, 
by  the  Minifeftation  of  the  Truth,  commend- 
ing yourielf  to  every  Man's  Confcicncc,  (  be 
Cure  your  own,  )  in  the  Sight  of  God.  •  Fulfil 
jour  Minijlry,  in  all  the  Parts  of  it.  Knovv, 
and  preachj  nothing  fo  much  as  Jcftis  Chrifl, 
and  Him  Crucified :  Chrijl  the  End  of  the  Law,' 
Chrifl  the  Author,  and  Subdance  of  the  Goi- 
pel,  Cbrijl  the  Wildom,  and  Power  of  God, 
unto  the  Salvation  of  them  tl'.at  believe  :  And 
let  your  Preaching  be  Scriptural,  plain,  cogent; 
that  you  may  be  wife  to  win  Souls. 

Administer  the  Seals  of  the  Nevv-Terta- 
ment,  the  holy  Bapti/Ju,  and  Supper  of  the 
Lord,  unto  all  the  proper  Subjecls  thereof,  as 
a  wife,  and  faithful  Steward  oVer  the  Houfc 
of  God,  putting  [a  Difference  between  the 
holy,  and  proanc  . 

Dispense  the  holy  Difciplive  of  CI  rift,  in 
His  Church,  with  all  Gravity,  and  Rrfo'u- 
lion,  as  not  fearing  the  Faces  of  Men  ;  vor, 
with  Wildom,  and  Prudence,  and  good  Ad- 
vice ;  doing  nothing  by  Pariiality,  nor 
having  Men's  Peilbns  in  Admiration,  by  Rca- 
fon  of  Advantage;  that  theMinilfry  may  not 
be  blamed. 

And  blcfs  the  Congregation,    In  the  Name 

of  the  Lord.   
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In  all  ftir  up  the  Gift  that  is  in  thee;  give 
ihyfelf  wholly  to  thefc  things,  that  thy 
profiting  may  appear  unto  many ;  ftudy  to 
flievv  thyfelf  approved,  a  Workman  that 
needcth  not  to  be  afliamed. 

Furthermore;  We  exhort,  and  charge 
you,  in  the  Language  of  the  fame  Apoftle, 
to  the  Elders  of  the  Church  of  Ephefusy  Take 
heed  unto  thyfelf,  and  unto  all  the  Flock^  over  the 
ivhich  the  Holy  Ghofl  hath  made  you  an  Overfeer^ 
(  or  Bijhop^  to  feed  the  Church  of  God^  ivhich 
He  hath  purchafed  ivith  His  oivn  Blood. 

TAKE  heed  unto  thyfelf;  Let  your  firft.and 
main  Care,  be  with  thyfelf^  that  you  firmly 
believe,  and  experimentally  feel  the  Power  of 
thofc  Truths,  which  you  preach  unto  others; 
that  your  Heart,  and  Life,  being  under  the 
Influence  thereof,  you  may,  by  your  Exam- 
ple, as  well  as  by  your  Doctrine,  gently,  yet 
forcible,  lead  others  into  the  Pradice  of  all 
the  ChriftianGraces,andVirtucs.  Shew  your- 
lelf  a  Pattern  of  Good  Works,  and  be  an  Ex- 
ample, even  unto  the  Believer,  in  Word,  in 
Convcrfation,  in  Charity,  in  Spirit,  in  Faith, 
in  Parity.     Let  no  Man  defpife  thy  Youth. 

TAKE  heed  unto  all  the  Flock, — to  feed  the 
Church  of  God:   Take  ilie  Overllght  thereof, 
not  by  Conftraint,  nor  for  filthy  Lucre's  fake, 
liut  of  a  ready  Mind;  and  diligently  watch 
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over,  carefully  lead,  and  faithfully  feed,  the 
whole  Flock,  the  Sheep  and  the  Lambs,  the 
high  and  the  low,  the  rich  and  the  poor,  the 
old  and  the  young ;  as  knowing  that  all  Souls 
are  alike  precious  in  the  Sight  of  God.  Let 
them  all,  according  to  their  feveral  Circum- 
flances,  and  Capacities,  have  their  proper 
Portion  of  Inftruaion,  Exhortation,  Counfel, 
Admonition,  and  Reproof,  and  Comfort, 
adminiftred  unto  them ;  that  you  may  build 
up,  and  encreafe,  the  Flock  of  the  Lord,  and 
eflablifh  it  in  the  Faith,  and  Order,  of  the 
Gofpel ;  and  may  keep  yourfelf  pure  from  the 
Blood  of  all  Men. 

Remember  that  it  is  the  Holy  Gho/l  -who 
hath  made  you  an  Over/eer  over  the  Flock.  It  is 
the  Holy  Gboft  who  furnifhes  you  with  all 
needful  QuaUfications,  and  Endowments, 
capacitates  you  for  your  Work,  and  difpofeth 
you  to  defire  the  Office  of  a  Bifhop ;  and  it  is 
He  that  hath  fixed  you  in  your  Station,  what- 
ever be  the  Inftrumentalicy  of  Men  in  intro- 
ducing you  into  it.  And  therefore,  in  all 
your  Adminidrations,  feck  from  Him  the 
Grace,  and  Wifdom,  which  you  need,  to 
dired,  and  affift  you,  and  His  BIcfling  to 
crown  all  your  Labours  with  Succefs;  and 
give  unto  Him  the  Glory. 

Remember  alfo,  that  it  is  the  Church 
-which  God  hath  fur  chafed  luith  his  oiv>i  Blood. 

And 
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And  if  the  Church  be  fo  valuable  in  the  Eyes 
of  God,  as  to  be  purchafed  with  no  lels  a 
Price  than  the  Blood  of  Him  who  is  truly 
God,  as  well  as  truly  Ma  n,  that  great  Shep-'  > 
herd  of  the  Sheep  ;  furely  it  lliould  by  no 
Means  be  lightly  efteemed  of  by  you,  His 
Under-Shepherd;  but  rather,theConfjderation 
of  the  inellimable  Price  paid  for  it,  Ihould 
greatly  excite  you  unto  all  Diligence,  and 
Fidelity,  in  your  Concern,  and  Labour,  for 
their  fpiritual  and  eternal  Welfare. 

.Remember  further,  that  the  Church- is 
not  confined  to  the  narrow  Limits  of  thole, 
that  approach  to  the  Table  of  the  Lord,  but 
includes  in  it  every  baptifed  Perfon,  who  Has 
not  openly  renounced  his  Baptifni  ;  and  there- 
fore all  of  them  ought  to  have  their  ducPorti- 
on  of  your  paftoral  Care  employed  upon  them. 

Once  more  ;  We  exhort,  and  charge  you, 
in  the  Words  of  the  fame  Apoflle,  to  Timothy^ 
Take  heed  unto  thy  Do^n'ne,  and  continue  in  them  ; 
in  fo  doing  thou  Jhalt  both  Jave  thj/clf,  and  them 
that  hear  thee.  Take  heed  unto  thy  Do8rine. 
Bear  in  Mind,  that  it  is  the  Do<^rine  of  the 
glorious  Gofpcl  of  the  blelTed  God,  and  not 
the  Commandments  of  Men,  that  is  commit- 
ted to  vour  Truft  ;  and  therefore  keep  that 
facred  Depofitum  pure,  and  entire  ;  the  more 
free  from  the  Inventions  and  Traditions,  of 
Men,  fo  much  the  better.    Continue  in  them  ; 
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by  endeavouring  firft  to  undcrftand  the  Truth, 

as  it  is  m  jejiis  ;  and  then  to  hold  fad  the 
Form  of  found  Words,  which  thou  haft  re- 
ceived, in  Faith,  and  Love,  which  is  in  Chrift 
Je/us.  Avoid  profane,  and  vain  BabbHngs, 
and  Oppofition  of  Science,  falfely  fo  called  ; 
and  fufTjr  not  the,Do<^lrines  of  the  Gofpel  to 
be  corrupted,  and  your  Flock  to  be  led  into 
Errors,  thro'  your  Negle<^l.  Diligently  im- 
prove all  the  Advantages  you  may  be  fa- 
voured with,  to  gain  a  thoro'  Knowledge  of 
the  Truth,  that  you  may  be  able,  by  found 
Dodrine,  both  to  exhort,  and  convince  Gain- 
fayers.  Therefore  give  thyfclf  to  Reading, 
Meditation,  and  Prayer.  That  good  Thing, 
which  hath  been  committed  to  thy  Trull, 
keep  by  the  Holy  Ghoft,  and  the  fame  com- 
mit thou,  (  as  thou  haft  Opportunity,  )  unto 
faithful  Men,  who  ftiall  be  able  to  teach  o- 
thers  aifo.  Let  this  be  your  Encouragement, 
that  in  fo  doing,  thou  lhalt  fave  thyfelf,  and 
them  that  hear  thee. 

Finally  ;  We  would  faithfully  warn  you. 
That  the  Office  of  a  Bijhop  is  as  laborious,  and 
burdcnfome,  as  it  is  honorable,  and  therefore 
charge  you,  in  the  Strain  of  the  foreraenti- 
oned  Apoftle,  to  the  faid  Timothy,  Thou  there- 
fore, my  Son,  be  ftrong  in  the  Grace  that  is  in 
Chrijfi  jfefus  ;  endure  H.ardnejs  as  a  good  Sol- 
dier ofjejiis  Chrijl.  Be  ftrong  to  labour,  and 
be  ftrong  to  bear.    The  Malice  of  Satan,  the 
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Tempers  of  Men,  the  Workings  of  Corrnption 
within,  and  the  melancholy  Unfi  cjelsfa'nefs 
of  your  Miniftry,  will  unavoidably,  and  often, 
cxpofe  you  to  many  Difficulties,  and  fore 
Tryals.  Therefore  be  ftrong  in  the  Lord, 
and  in  the  Power  of  his  Might,  arming  your- 
'  felf  with  the  fame  Mind  that  was  in  Chrijl 
'  Jefus  ;  who,  for  the  Joy  that  was  fct  before 
Him,  endured  the  Crofs,  and  defpifed  the 
"  Shame.  Keep  a  ftrift  Watch  over  your  own 
Spirit,  that  a  worldly  Temper  may  not  be- 
tray you  into  Meanneflcs,  and  Contempt,  nor 
a  contentious  Difpofition  plunge  you  into 
Mifchiefs,  and  Confufion  :  But  while  you  are 
zealous  in  the  Caufe  of  God,  be  fure,  in  your 
own  Caufe,  to  (hew,  out  of  a  good  Conver- 
faiion,  your  Works,  with  Mcekncfs  ofWif- 
dom.  Remember  whom  you  ferve  ;  and 
with  Patience,  as  well  as  Faith,  look  to,  and 
depend  upon,  Him,  for  Help,  and  Strength, 
to  perform  your  various  Duties,  to  bear  all 
your  Burdens,  and  glorioufly  to  reward  you. 

Thus,  Rev'd  and  dear  Sir,  We  exhort, 
and  charge  you,  before  God,  and  the  hord  Je- 
fus  Chr'ifl,  ivIk,  /hall  judge  the  quick,  and  the 
3ea:l,  at  his  Appearing  and  Kingd'jm,  that  you 
take  heed  to  your  Miniftry,  to  yourfelf,  and 
to  all  the  Flock,  and  to  your  Dodrinc,  and 
that  you  arm  yourfelf  with  Strength  for  your 
Work,  and  to  bear  you  up  under  all  the 
Trvals,  and  Temptatioii?,  you  may  meet  wiili. 
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'  And  know  it,  Sir,  of  a  Trntli,  If  you  keep 
thite  Charge,  and  approve  yourfclf  a  wife, 
and  faithful  Steward  of  the  Myfteries  of  the 
Kingdom  of  God,  to  fulfil  the  Minidry 
which  you  have  received  of  the  Lord  Jcfusy 
great  fhall  be  your  Reward  in  Heaven.  Tho' 
Ifrael  fhould  not  be  gathered,  yet  fhall  you 
be  glorious  in  the  Eyes  of  the  Lord.  Yea, 
you  fhall  hereafter  Oiine  as  the  Brightnefs  of 
the  Firmament,  and  as  the  Stars  forever  and 
ever  :  And  when  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  the 
chief  Shepherd,  fliall  appear,  you  alfo  lhall 
appear  with  Him  in  Glor}',  and  receive  from 
Him  a  Crown  of  Glory  which  fadeth  not  a- 
way. 

The  AD  DRESS  to  my  Tecple. 

SUFFER  me  now,  upon  this  Occafion, 
to  addrefs  myfelf  unto  you,  who  are  in 
a  particular  Manner,  my  beloved  People; 
to  (lir  up  our  thankful  Acknowledgements 
unto  our  merciful  God,  and  Saviour,  that  He 
has  been  pleafed  to  fpare  this  Flock  unto  this 
Day,  and  continue  it  in  fo  much  Peace  and 
Love,  and  fo  greatly  encreafed  us;  tho'  two 
other  Churches  have  I  warmcd  out  from  it, 
fmce  I  firft:  came  amongtl  you  ;  and  that,  in 
the  Courfe  of  about  Ninety-Four  Years,  you 
have  had  only  two  Servants  of  the  Lord  rta- 
tedly  miniftring  unto  you. 
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My  worthy  PredecefTor,  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Saynuel  Chee^cer^  came  firft  to  preach  unto  this 
People,  when  they  were  few,  ;ind  fmall,  about 
the  latter  End  of  OBober,  or  Beginning  of 
November,  1668.  He  continued  miniftring 
unto  them  until  the  13th  oi  Augujl,  1684. 
( Yeftcrday  78  Years  agone,  )  When  the 
Church  was  firft  gatherecl,  and  he  ordained 
their  Paftor,  by  the  neighbouring  Pallors  of 
Salau,  Beverly,  and  Ipfivich  ;  the  Rev.  Mr, 
Higginjon  giving  the  Charge,  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Hubbard  the  Right-H:uul  of  Fellowfliip,  and 
they,  with  the  Rev.  Mr.  Haie,  laid  on  Hands. 
Upon  their  Invitation,  I  preached  my  firft 
Sermon  to  this  People,  the  i  ith  o{  July,  171^1 
nnd  upon  the  Church's  Choice,  and  Concur- 
rence of  the  Town,  was  onlained  the  i8th 
of  July,  171 6.  The  Rev.  Dr.  Gotten  Mather 
gave  me  the  Charge,  and  the  Rev.  Dr.  Col- 
man  the  Right-Hand  of  Fellowfhip  ;  and  they, 
with  the, Rev.  Mr.  Checvcr,  and  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Conv'tn,  laid  on  Hands.  So  tliat  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Chcever  was  alone  in  the  Service  of  this  Peo- 
ple for  almofl:  48  Years,  and  T  have  fuftained 
the  Palloral  Relation  to  this  Church  for  fome- 
what  above  46  Years.  And  having  obtained 
Help  from  God,  I  contiiuic  unto  this  Day. 

I  THANK  God,  and  this  dear  People,  for 
all  the  Refpecls,  and  Kindncffes,  they  have 
fliewed  unto  me,  in  the  Courfe  of  my  Mini- 
llry  ;  and  pray  God  abundantly  to  reward  it 
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unto  you,  and  to  your  Children,  with  all  the 
Bicflings  of"  the  everlalting  Covenant. 

I  CALL  God  to  Record,  that,  notwith- 
ftanding  all  my  finful  Mifcarriages,  ior  which 
I  would  be  deeply  humbled  before  the  Lord 
this  Day,  I  have  not  fliunned  to  declare  unto 
you  the  whole  Counfel  ofGod,  necefTar/  for 
you.  I  have  not  taught  you  cunningly  devi- 
fed  Fables,  nor  corrupted  the  Truths  of  the 
Gofpel  with  vain  Philofophy  ;  but  according 
to  my  Ability,  have  preached  Repentance  to- 
wards God,  and  Faith  towards  the  Lord  Jc/us 
Chrijl  ;  and  preHed  you,  with  all  Earncltnefs, 
to  come  unto  Chrijl,  penitently,  bclievingly, 
obediently,  that  you  might  be  faved.  I  have 
been  with  you  in  Weaknefs,  and  in  Fear,  and 
in  much  Trembling  ;  and  never,  as  far  as  1 
am  confcious  to  my  own  A£lions,  have  at- 
tempted to  lord  it  over  God's  Heritage  ;  nor 
have  fought  yours,  but  You,  that  I  might 
prefent  you  a  chaftc  Virgin  unto  Cbrijl  ;  Ye 
yourfelves  being  Witneffcs. 

You  fee,'  my  beloved  Brethren,  I  am 
grown  old,  and  hoar}'  headed,  and  through 
the  Infirmities  of  Age,  am  very  much  pafl 
the  Labours  of  the  Sanctuary,  and  am  going 
tiie  Way  of  all  the  Earth,  to  give  up  my 
Account  of  my  Stevvardfhip  unto  the  great 
Judge  of  all  Men.  Oh  I  fb  ive  together  with 
me,  in  your  Prayers  to  God  for  me,  that  I 
G  z  may 
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may  be  found  a  wife,  and  faithful,  Steward 

at  that  Day  ;  and  that  I  may  be  fo  happy 
as  hereafter  to  meet  you  in  the  Redeemer's 
Kingdom. 

I  SOLEMNLY  proteft  unto  you,  that  if 
there  Ihould  be  any  of  you,  (which  God  for- 
bid, )  who,  after  all  the  Pains  that  have  been 
taken  with  you,  to  inltruft,  and  counfcl,  and 
warn  you,  lhall  at  laft  be  found  to  have  rcfu- 
fed  to  believe  the  Reports  of  the  Gofpcl,  to 
receive  "Jefus  Chrifl^  the  Lord,  into  your 
Hearts  by  Faith,  and  live  in  Obedience  to 
Him  ;  I  ajn  free  from  the  Blood  of  all  Men  ; 
your  Blood  will  be  upon  your  own  Heads. 

You  have  done  well,  in  that  you  have 
chofen  to  fettle  another,  to  watch  over,  lead, 
and  feed  you,  while  it  pleafes  God  to  fpare 
me  among  you  ;  that  it  might  be  done  with 
the  greater  Ortler,  Peace,  and  Qiiietnefs,  and 
that  you  might  not  be  left  as  Sheep  without  a 
Shepherd,  when  my  Head  fhall  be  laid  in  the 
Dulh  And  I  th,ink  God,  who  has  provided 
for  vou  One  of  fo  much  Hopes  ;  and  that 
there  has  been  fo  general,  and,  I  think,  una- 
nimous Choice,  both  of  the  Church,  and  the 
Proprietors,  iii  the  Settlement  of  the  Rev'd 
Mr.  Wiiliavi  Wbit-well  among  us. 

And  now,  my  dear  Brethren,  you  have 
fcen  the  Pcrfon,  whom  you  have  chofen,  re- 
gularly 
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gularly  introduced  into  the  Gorpel-Minifti-y, 
and  iblemnly  ordained  a  Paftor,  (  or  Bifliop,  ) 
over  you  ;  He  is  now  yours  ;  his  Time,  and 
Strength,  and  all  his  Talents,  are  yours ;  yea, 
his  very  Life  is  your's,  and  tobefpent  in  your 
Service  ;  therefore,  I  earneftly  exhort  voo, 
to  receive  this  your  Paftor,  as  a  precious  Gift 
of  our  afcended  Saviour,  commiffioncd  by 
Him,  and  reprefcnting  of  Him. 

And  I  mufl:  lay  the  awful  Charges  of  God 
upon  you,  that  you  diligently  hearken  to  his 
miniftcrial  Inftrudion,  which  he  Hiall  bring 
«nto  you  from  the  Word  of  God  ;  and  that 
you  fubmit  yourfclvcs  with  Mcckncls  unto 
his  paftoral  Government,  according  to  the 
Laws  of  Chrijl.  Do  nothing  to  weaken  his. 
Hands,  and  difcouragc  his  Heart,  in  his  Ma- 
fter'sWork,  and  in  the  Service  of  your  Souls; 
but  by  a  kind,  and  obliging  Carriage  towards 
him,  and  an  honourable  fupporting  of  him, 
(as  indeed  you  have  already  determined  tojdo,) 
but  more  efpecially  by  your  profiting  under 
his  Minidrations,  flrengthen  him  to  his  La- 
bours, and  comfort  him  under  his  Burdens  : 
And  may  you,  and  your  Children,  be  fo 
happy,  as  to  be  fo  won  to  the  Faith  of  the 
Son  of  God,  and  Obedience  to  Him,  by  his 
holy  Minillry,  as  that  you,  and  he,  may  for- 
ever rejoice  together  in  the  Kingdom  of  our 
Father! 


THE 
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THERight-Hand  of  Fellowfhip 

given  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  SimonBradJi?  enr. 

Brethren, 

WE  have  now  feen  this  Servant  of  the 
Lord  folemnly  confecrated  to  the 
padoral  OiFice,  in  this  Place,  hy 
Prayer  and  the  Laying  on  of  the  iHands  of  the 
Prefbytery. 

Nothing  further  remains,  but  only  to 
give  him  the  Right-Hand  of  Fellowlhip,  ac- 
cording to  the  ufual  Praxitice  of  the  Churches 
of  this  Land. 

And  inasmuch  as  the  venerable  Council 
have  thought  it  proper  that  I  fliould  perform 
this  Part  of  the  Service  of  this  Day,  I  do  now» 
Sir,  in  their  Name  give  you  the  Right-Hand 
of  our  Fellowfhip  ;  hereby  fjgnifying  and  de- 
claring that  we  look  upon  you  as  a  true  Mi- 
nifter  of  our  Lord  Jefus  ;  as  one  rightly  cal- 
led into  the  facred  Office,  and  in  a  regular 
and  proper  Manner  inverted  in  it.  Accor- 
dingly we  now  own  and  receive  you  as  our 
Brother  and  Fcllow-labourcr  in  theWork  and 
Service  of  the  Gofpel. 

And  now,  dear  Sir,  our  Hearts  Defire  and 
Prayer  unto  God  for  you,  is,  that  you  may 
obtain  Mercy  of  the  Lord  to  be  a  faithful,  a 
diligent  and  fuccefsful  Minifter  of  Chrill  ; 
that  fo  you  may  be  a  rich  Blcffing  unto  the 

Souls 
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Souls  of  this  People,  and  unto  their  dear  Pol- 
terity  after  them  ! 

We  wirti  alfo,  that  you  may  be  a  Ble/Ting 
and  a  Comfort  to  this  aged  Servant  of  the 
Lord,  with  whom  you  arc  now  become  a 
Colleague-Paftor.  Whofe  Life  and  Health 
we  pray  God  ftill  to  continue  and  prolong  ! 
And  when,  at  length,  he  fliall  be  difmifled 
from  his  Labours,  wc  pray  that,  like  good 
old  Simeon,  he  may  depart  in  Peace,  and  fee 
the  Salvation  of  God  '. 

And  when  you,  Sir,  fliall  be  left  alone, 
and  the  whole  Weight  and  Burden  of  this 
Service  fhall  be  devolved  upon  you,  we  pray, 
that  yet  you  may  not  be  alone,  but  may  have 
the  Father  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  ever  pre- 
fcnt  with  you,  to  llrengthcn  your  Hands  and 
encourage  your  Heart ! 

Finally,  Our  conGludingWifli  and  Prayer 
for  you,  and  for  this  whole  AfFcmbly,  is, 
that  when  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  who  is  the 
great  Shepherd  of  the  Sheep,  fliall  appear,  we 
may  all  be  fo  happy  as  to  appear  with  Plim 
in  Glory  ! 

Now,  unto  Him  that  hath  loved  us,  and 
waflied  us  from  our  Sins  in  his  own  Blood, 
and  hath  made  us  Kings  and  Prierts  unto  Goo 
and  his  Father  ;  to  Him  be  Glory  and  Domi- 
nion in  the  Churches,  throughout  all  Ages, 
World  without  End  !    Amen  ! 
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FUNERAL  DISCOURSE. 


Galations  III.  i8. 

FOR  if  the  inheritance  be  of  the  law,  it  is  no  more  of 
proniife ;  but  God  ^ave  it  to  Abraham  by  promife.- 

HA  D  the  venerable  Servant  of  GoJ,  whofe  re- 
mains (now  before  us)  we  are  paying  our  laft 
refpcdls  to,  been  called  to  entertain  a  mournful 
alTtrmbly,  on  a  lolemnity  like  the  prefent,  he  might  pro- 
bably have  indulged  his  peculiar  tafte,  in  difcourfing  on 
this  his  favourite  fubjeft  ;  on  the  woful  fruits  of  broken 
law — the  high,  the  noble  blefTings  of  promife  ;  ok'  the 
Covenant — that  covenant  of  redemption,  which,  en- 
tered into  in  the  days  of  eternity,  between  the  eternal 
Father  and  the  Son  of  his  love,  was  followed,  in  the 
fullnefs  of  time,  by  the  covenant  of  grace — propoled  by 
the  God  of  all  grace  to  fallen,  perifliing  men — recom- 
mended to  their  acceptance — replete  with  blefTings  to 
pofe  who  embrace  its  terms,  and  their  feed  forever.-— 
KVhile,  therefore,  I  difcourfe  on  thefe  words  (if  I  do 
them  jullice)  you  may  imagine  you  yet  hear  him  fpeak- 
jing  ;  until,  recollefting  yourtelvcs,  faith  prefents  him 
to  you  as  now  inheriting  the  promifes,  in  the  gradual 
fulfilment  of  them,  in  the  Paradife  of  the  Lord. 

This 
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This  melancholy  occafion  calls  for  a  practical,  rather 
than  fpeculative  handling  of  our  text.  Let  it  fufficc  tc 
fay,  that  St.  Paul's  argument  is  conclufive  againft  thofe 
who  expedted  to  be  juftified,  and  made  (harers  of  divine 
blefTings,  on  the  foundation  of  their  conformity  to  any 
law,  moral  or  pofuive.  This  he  proves,  not  only  from 
the  denunciation  of  wrath,  in  the  Mofaic  law,  in  every 
offence,  but  from  the  dealings  of  God  with  their  father 
Abraham,  whofe  blefling  they  fuppofed  would  defcend 
on  them.  Now  the  blefling  of  yf^r ^z/5)<7W,  which  his  feed 
was  to  partake  of,  the  Apoftie  avers,  "  came  not  on 
him  by  the  law,''  not  as  the  fruit  of  his  conformity  to 
any  law,  upon  which  he  could  claim  the  inheritance, 
but  "  by  promife." 

The  inheritance  which  was  promifed  to  /ibrabam  andw 
his  feed,  that  is,  "  his  feed  according  to  the  promife," 
thofe  who  followed  his  faith  and  obedience,  was  thai 
which  this  Apoftie  mentii:)ns  elfewhere,  when  he  fays, 
"  By  faith  Abraham,  when  he  was  called  to  go  out 
into  a  place  which  he  fliould  after  receive  for  an  inhe- 
ritance, obeyed,  and  he  went  out  not  knowing  whether 
he  went,  by  faith  he  fojourned  in  the  land  of  promife 
as  in  a  flrange  country,  dwelling  in  tabernacles  with 
T/drtf  and  Jacob,  the  heirs  with  him  of  the  fame  promife  : 
For  he  looked  for  a  city  which  hath  foundations,  whofe 
builder  and  maker  is  God."    The  fenfe  of  which  is,  that  t: 
thefe  faithful  men  did  not  efteem  pofTcffion  of  the  land 
of  Cannan  to  be  the  fulfilment  of  God's  promifes  toj. 
them,  but  expefted  beyond  it,  and  beyond  this  fhortj 
life,  blefTings  worthy  of  him  who  had  promifed.  Agree-fc 
ably  St.  P<2«/faysin  ourcontexr,  ver.  21.  "If  there hadp 
been  a  law  given,  which  could  have  given  life,  verily 
righteoufnefs,"  that  is,  a  title  to  that  life,  "  fhould  have 
been  by  that  law."    The  inheritance  then,  which  the 
ancient  Patriarchs  expefled,  'vas  one  beyond  this  fhort, 

changeable, 
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changeable,  troublefome  life.  "  Thefe  all,"  fays  he, 
'"  died  in  faith,  not  having  received  the  promifes,  but 
having  feen  them  afar  off,  and  were  pcrfuaded  of  them, 
and  embraced  them,  and  confefTed  that  they  were  ftran- 
gers  and  pilgrims  upon  the  eartli.  For  they  that  fay 
fuch  things,  declare  plainly  that  they  feek  a  country  ; 
and  truly  if  they  had  been  mindful  of  the  country  they 
came  out,  they  might  have  had  opportunity  to  have  re- 
turned ;  but  now  they  defire  a  better  country,  that  is, 
an  heavenly  •,  wherefore  God  is  not  afhamed  to  be  cal- 
led their  God,  for  he  hath  prepared  for  them  a  city." — 
Such  were  the  hopes  of  the  ancient  Patriarchs,  founded 
on  the  promifc  of  God.  Their  pofterity  ignorantly  or 
■Corruptly  fubflituted  the  law  in  the  place  of  the  promife, 
■and,  vainly  imagining  they  could  claim  every  bleffingof 
right,  "  made  void  the  grace  of  God." 

We  finners  of  the  Gentiles  are  not  immediately  con- 
cerned in  that  difpute  ;  but  are  equally  concerned,  with 
any  others,  to  fee  and  adore  the  free  mercy  of  God,  rc- 
fpedling  the  future  things  we  hope  for,  to  realize  our 
happinefs  in  being  heirs  of  the  promife,  to  be  animated, 
by  thefe  precious  promifes,  to  zeal  in  the  chriftian  life, 
and  to  comfort  one  another  with  the  words  of  him  "  who 
brought  life  and  immortality  to  light,"  under  the  lofs 
of  friends  departed  in  the  love  of  God,  and  the  faith  of 
Jefus.  "  For  the  promife  is  to  us,  and  to  our  children, 
and  to  thofe  that  are  afar  off." 

Lbt  us  then  attend  to  what  may  be  briefly  faid  in 
illutlration  of  this  fubjefb,  in  order  chiefly  to  a  pradtical, 
folemn  improvement  of  it. 

I.  No  man  can  claim  the  blelTednefs  of  the  world 
to  come,  on  the  foundation  of  any  law,  or  his  confor- 
mity to  any  law. 

It  is  not  only  true  that  the  lawof  Mofes  did  not  give 
life,  but  that  fiO'  law  can.    The  general  defign  of  laws, 

ftriaiy 
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ilfialy  comfidefeGi  js  to  diredland  bound  «he  behavioui 
of  the  fubjeil,  and  to  protefl  him,  while  obedient,  in  (he 
privileges  and  immunities  of  the  fociety  he  is  a  fubjed 
of,  fo  long  as  he  . continues  fuch.  And  the  cafe  is  die 
fame  with  refpc£t  to  divine  as  to  human  laws.  .Tha: 
creature  who  obeys  them  has  no  punifhment  to  cxpecfl. 
but  to  be  maintained,  while  he  continues  in  life,  in  thofc 
Jighcs  and  liberties  which  the  law  was  dcfigned  to  con- 
firm to  him.  But  herein  is  the  prerogative  of  the  nuilt 
high  God  in  his  adminiftrations  :  That  he,  who  origi- 
nally gave  life,  has  right  to  take  it  away  when  it  appears 
beft  to  him.  While  the  creature  cxifls,  and  is  fubject  to 
the  laws  of  the  fupreme  Ruler,  he  will  have  no  wrong 
done  him.  "  For  God  is  plenteous  in  judgment  and 
juftice,  and  will  not  afflift."  He  will  not  punilh  where 
there  is  no  guilf,^  nor  bring  on  fufFering  where  there  is 
jio  juft  reafon  for  it.  But  then  the  creatures  of  God 
derive  no  right,  from  thtir  fubjecftion  to  his  laws,  to  de- 
mand any  .continuing  term  of  exiftence,  or  particular 
weafure  of  hftppinefs.  No  wrong  is  done  to  the  crea- 
ture, who  lives  to  day,  if  his  life  and  being  be  taken 
away  to-morrow.  Nor  can  it  be  proved  lefs  agreeable 
to  tlie  perfe<5tions  of  God,  to  take  away  the  being  he 
gave,  at  any  afljgned  time,  than  it  is  that  he  did  not 
caufe  that  being  to  begin  innumerable  ages  before  he 
did..,  JReafons  incomprehenfible  to  us  might  determine i 
the  dealings  of  God  in  both  cafes.  Sufficient  is  it  for 
any  of  the  creatures  of  God,  fufficient,  I  mean,  to  re- 
fnove  any  complaints  of  wrong,  that  they  were  treated 
with  equity  while  they  exifted.  So  that  conformity  co! 
nierelaw,  ho^veyer  exad:,  gives  no  right  to  the  creatures 
of  Gofi  to  cl^iin  coiitinuance  of  life  and  being  :  Nor 
affords  them  a  demand  of  any  afTigned  degrees  of  hap- 
pinefs.  Not  lo  be  treated  as  criminals  while  they  are 
pot/nch  t  not  to  have  that  being  which  God  gave  theHi» 


(    9  ) 


a  mifery  to  them  while  they  do  not  deferve  it  fhould  it 
be  fo  ;  is  all  they  could  have  right  to  challenge.  In- 
deed, what  might  be  hoped  for,  by  innocent  creatures, 
from  a  creator  and  ruler  of  perfedt  benevolence,  of  im~ 
menfe  bounty  and  love,  is  a  different  confideration  •,  for 
ftridt  demands  and  complaints  of  injury  apply  not  to 
matters  of  free  kindnefs  and  benevolence. — But  I  need 
fay  no  more  here,  becaufe  I  am  to  proceed,  and  obfei  ve 
farther,  that  in  the  prefent  degenerate  ftate  of  human 
nature,  a  title  to  the  future  inheritance  could  not  be  de- 
rived on  men  by  any  law  :  Becaufe  we  are  tranfgreflbrs, 
we  are  daily  breaking,  yea  the  beft  of  men  are  frequently 
breaking,  thofe  laws  of  God,  obedience  to  which  muft, 
under  his  adminiftration,  give  right  to  his  favour  or  to 
any  happinefs. 

Now  when  laws  are  broke,  exemption  from  the  pe- 
nalties of  them,  and  forgivenefs  upon  repentance,  are 
adls  of  mere  mercy  in  legiflators. — And  in  cafe  of  fu- 
ture happinefs,  pardon,  the  gracious  terms  of  acceptance 
thro'  Jefiis  the  redeemer,  the  high  blefTednefs  of  the  hea- 
venly vvorld,  and  the  endlefs  duration  of  it,  all  arife 
from  the  fourceof  fovereign  mercy,  from  the  favourite 
attribute  of  him  who  is  good  to  all,  and  whofe  tender 
mercies  are  over  all  his  works. 

Let  us  now  paufe  and  refleft  on  what  has  been  faid. 
If  fpotlefs  innocence  has  nothing  to  claim,  more  than 
freedom  from  punifhment  if  its  being  may  end  at  any 
time  when  its  fovereign  Lord  fays  the  word  ;  if  the 
wages  of  fin  are  death  if  no  law  can  give  life  if 
law,  with  refpe(ft  to  finful  men,  minifters  to  death  ; 
where  then  are  men,  fallen  and  ever  coming  fliort  of 
the  glory  of  God  — Why, 

The  bleft  inheritance  of  the  world  to  come,  is  of 
promife.  A  title  to  it  is  derived  from  the  free,  generous, 
unmerited  promife  of  God  ;  a  promife  which  had  its 
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fource  in  immenfe  love  and  companion,  which  was  de- 
clared when  he  termed  himfc:lf  "  the  God  of  Abraham," 
and  fliines  illuftrioufly  to  us,  when  he  terms  himfelf 
*'  the  God  and  Father  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrifl:,  who 
hath  begotten  us  again  to  a  lively  hope,  by  the  relur- 
redlion  of  Jefus  from  the  dead  to  a  lively  hope  of  an 
inheritance  incorruptible,  undefiled,  and  which  faf'eth 
not  dway,  referved  in  heaveii  for  us." — This  promifcis 
the  burden  of  divine  revelation,  from  the  day  when  it 
was  declared  that  "  the  feed  of  the  woman  (hould  bruife  i 
the  ferpent's  head,"  till  by  that  refurredion  of  Jefus  it 
was  proved,that  he  was  "  the  Son  of  God,"  and  therefore 
had  full  power  to  fulfil  every  promife  which  by  him  the 
Father  Almighty  and  father  of  mercies  made  to  men. 
By  that  he  offered  convincing  demonftration,  that  we 
may  give  full  credit  to  what  he  has  affured  us  of,  "  that 
the  Son  of  Man  rtiall  come  in  due  time  in  his  glory, 
with  all  the  holy  angels  of  his  father,"  and  that  then  he 
fliall  fay  to  the  righteous,  "  come,  ye  bleffed  of  my  fa- 
ther, inherit  the  kingdom  prepared  for  you  trom  the 
foundation  of  the  world."  "  This  is  the  promife,which 
he  hath  promifed  us,"  faith  St.  John,  "  even  eternal 
life." — And  what,  »wy  Brethren,  can  better  raife  our  fpi- 
rits,  in  the  prefent  gloomy  fcene,  when  we  fee  the  en- 
figns  of  death  before  us,  than  to  loolc  beyond  the  veil, 
and  by  faith  to  view  what  he,  who  "  has  brought  life 
and  immortality  to  light,"  has  been  pleafed,  by  himfelf 
and  his  Apoftles,  to  declare,  concerning  the  future  hap- 
pinefs  of  the  people  of  God  :  Which  though  "  the  hf  art 
of  man  cannot  fonceive  thethin?sGod  has  prepared  for 
thofe  who  love  him, "and  therefore;  the  charadlers  and  dc- ' 
fcriptions  muft  be  far  below  the  reality,  yet  they  imply 
every  thing  which  a  foul  of  the  beft  and  moft  folid 
thought  can  d^fire. 

To  be  delivered  from  trouble,  from  tears  and  death ; 
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to  have  their  weak,  perifhing  bodies,  renewed  to  an  ho- 
nourable and  fpiritual  contexture,  again  united  to  the 
reafonable  fpirit,  and  prepared  for  its  moft  fublime  de- 
fires  and  employment,  with  perfeflly  pure  and  virtuous 
inclinations  ;  to  be  admitted  to,  and  employ  an  eterni- 
ty in  the  beft,  the  mofl:  worthy  and  plcafing  fociety  of 
all  thofe  who,  having  aded  their  part  well  on  this  ftage 
of  trial,  have  receive  the  plaudit  of  thfir  judge  — of  all 
*•  who,  through  faith  and  patience,  have  inherited  the 
promifes  — to  the  company  of  angels,  "  the  Sons  of 
God  who  delight  to  do  his  will,"  and  count  it  their 
higheft  happinefs  to  celebrate  his  praifes  •, — to  the  fel- 
lowfhip  of  "  Jefus,  the  mediator  of  the  new  covenant," 
their  beft  friend,  who  fo  "  loved  them  as  to  givt-  him- 
felf  for  them,"  and  who  will  rejoice  in  receiving  them  to 
thofe  manfions  of  blifs,  which  he  is  gone  to  pre  pare  for 
khem  :  To  be  thus  members  of  tlie  bleft  family  of 
God,  the  judge  of  all  and  to  be  fure  that  he,  who  is 
the  fime  yellerday,  to  day  and  forever,  will  perpetuate 
this  happinefs  to  them  :  Can  the  human  foul  conceive 
or  wilh  for  better  blelTings. 

The  moft  thorough  infidel  may  be  defied  to  fhow 
any  thing  romantic,  any  thing  enthufiaftic,  any  thing 
but  what  is  worthy  of  God,  fuited  to  the  beft  Ik  pes  ot 
men  and  moft  perfedlive  of  their  reafonable  and  fpiri- 
tual nature,  in  the  gofpel  defcriptions  of  the  happinels 
of  the  world  to  come — for  who  would  not  hope  for  de- 
liverance from  pains,  from  forrow  and  death  what 
foul  in  the  due  exercife  of  its  faculties  would  not  wifh  to 
be  raifed  from  darknefs  and  imperfection,  to  clear  views, 
extenfive  knowledge  and  the  pureft  affeflions. — And 
what  greater  fatisfa<ftion  can  we  entertain  the  idea  of, 
than  the  placid  and  uninterrupted  enjoyment  of  the 
examples,  fellowftiip,  and  converfation  of  pure  and  fa- 
gacious  fpirits,  devoted  to  God,  full  of  piety,  gratitude. 


and  friendfliip,  to  be  improved  and  cultivated  by  them, 
and  admitted  to  the  moft  endraring  friendfhip  with 
them,  efpecially  with  him  who  has  done  the  greatcft 
things  for  us,  and  moft  dearly  loves  us. — "What  happi- 
nefs  to  have  added  to  this,  the  fure  profpedl  of  the  du- 
ration of  this  fcere  of  blifs,  that  this  incorruptible  inhe- 
ritance fhall  never  fade  away  ?  Why  lliould  it  be  tho't 
incredible,  that  the  fountain  of  good  has  laici  up  fuch 
blefTings  for  thofe  who  love  him  ?  Bleflings,  vihich,  in 
all  the  literal  delcriptions  of  them,  tend  to  the  perfeft- 
ing  the  human  nature,  and  enlarging  its  capacity  for 
llie  happinefs  it  was  originally  defigned  for.  "  Behold 
what  manrier  of  love  the  father  hath  fhewn  us,  that  we 
fho'jld  be  called  the  Sons  of  God.  Beloved,  we  are 
no'v  the  Sons  of  God,  and  it  doth  not  yet  appear  what 
we  fliall  be  ;  but  we  know  that  when  he  (hall  appear, 
we  fhall  be  like  him,  for  we  lhall  lee  him  as  he  is." — 
Such  are  the  general  delcriptions  of  the  promifed  inhe- 
ritance. 

It  is  fit  that  we  obferve,  tPiat,  even  in  beftowing  the 
inheritance  of  free  grace,  yet  the  equity  of  God,  the 
uni\4erfal  father,  fhall  appear.  Though  in  general  it  be 
fo  fublime,  fo  far  beyond  "  what  eye  hath  leen,  ear  heard, 
or  the  heart  of  man  can  conceive  of,"  yet,  with  refpcft 
to  individuals,"  he  will  judge  the  world  with  righteouf- 
ncfs."  I'hofe  who  have  "  fown  fparingly,"  who  have 
been  indolent  (as  the  wife  Virgins  "  flumberand  fleep") 
ihall  reap  fparinglyj"  and  as  one  ftar  differs  from  another 
in  glory,  fo  w'len  all  is  perfefted,  natural  genius  fanfti- 
fied  and  improved  here,  peculiar  advantages  for  gaining 
divine  knowledge,  efpecially  high  degrees  of  piety,  of 
zeal  for  God,  of  benevolence  and  love  to  fou]s,arduous 
labours  jn  the  work  of  the  Lord,  thefe  fhall  all  come 
into  account  with  him  who  will  "  reward  all  according 
to  their  works."    Whatever  might  be  faid  on  this  head 
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is  cleared  to  us  by  our  Lord's  parable  of  the  talents. — 
What  a  generous  and  glorious  fentence  is  that,  "  well 
done,  good  and  fai'-hfijl  fervant,  thou  haft  been  faith- 
ful in  a  few  things,  I  will  make  thee  ruler  over  many 
things,  enter  thou  into  the  joy  of  thy  Lord." 

Ma.y  what  has  heen  briefly  faid,  on  thefe  heads,  be 
fandlified  to  us  all,  and  efpecially  may  we  be  led,  in  our 
refpedive  relations,  to  fuch  refledlions  as  flow  from  the 
fubjecfl:. 

I.  Let  us  adore  the  boundlefs  love  and  goodncfsof 
God,  who  has  promifed  an  inheritance  to  fuch  unworthy 
creatures,  who  deferved  far  otherwife. 

For  what,  my  brethren,  have  we  any  title  to  ?  Inr^o- 
cence  merits  nothing,  relies  entirely  on  him,  in  whom 
it  lives,  and  moves,  and  has  its  being,  and  may  the  next 
moment  ceafe  to  be,  if  his  fovereign  wifdom  fees  fit,and 
all  its  thoughts  pcrifh.  Corruption,  fin,  can  they  dwell 
in  the  pure  regions  of  blifs  ?  would  it  confift  with  the 
pure  Majefty  of  God,  and  his  government,  that  they 
fhould  ?  Or  could  they  that  were  in  the  flefh,  enjoy 
him  ?  But  courage,  my  friends,  "  ye  are  not  under  the 
law,  but  under  grace." — Turn  from  law,  by  whidi  ye 
cannot  bejuftified  ;  raife  your  views  to  the  promifeof 
God,  that  is  the  anchor  of  the  foul. — "  Jefus,  wlio  hath 
faved  us  from  the  wrath  to  come,"  he  is  "  the  Mediator 
of  the  new  covenant."  "  He  died  for  our  fins,  and  rofe 
for  our  juftification."  He  purchafed  and  eftabliilied 
the  covenant  of  grace  by  his  blood,  his  refurreflion  gave 
him  power  to  apply  it.  The  covenant  is  well  ordered 
and  fure — accommodated  to  our  imperfedlions  and 
wants,  finful  as  we  are,  yet,  if  truly  and  evangelically 
penitent,  if  we  return  with  all  our  hearts  to  God,  if  we 
employ  our  lives  in  fidelity  to  him,  if  we  maintain  a 
confli(5i  with  luft  and  temptation, '*  if  we  run -with  dili- 
gence and  zeal  the  race  let  before  us,  looking  unto  Je- 
fus 
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fus  the  author  and  finifher  of  our  faith  — if  we,  thro' 
the  grace  of  God,  do  thus,  on  our  parts,  his  part  of  the 
covenant  fhall  be  fulfilled  ;  for  "  faithful  is  he  who 
hath  promifed,  who  alfo  will  do  it." — The  upright 
Chrirfian,  therefore,  may  look  forward, with  the  livelieft 
hope,  to  that  great  day,  when  the  Lord  Jefus  fhall  ap- 
appear  to  the  execution  of  the  promifes  of  God, — You 
fee,  therefore, 

II.  Why  faith  is  a  (late  or  temper  of  the  mind,  a 
grace  fo  much  infifted  on  in  the  goipel.  It  is  bccaufe 
we  are  hereby  afTured  of  thofe  great  futurities.  It  keeps 
the  promife  ot  God  in  full  view,  prefents  to  us  the  un- 
failing evidence  of  it,  and  when  in  lively  exercife,  the 
very  "  fubftance  of  things  hoped  for."  It  is  "  the 
blefled  hope  of  the  glorious  appearing  of  the  great  God 
and  our  Saviour  Jefus  Chrift,"  that  muft  engage  us 
'*  to  deny  all  ungodlinefs  and  worldly  lufts,  and  to  live 
foberly,  nghteoufly  and  godly  in  the  world."  'Tis  not 
the  reveries  of  a  lively  fancy,  or  relying  on  the  perfua- 
fion  of  others,  which  is  faith  -,  but  the  being  inwardly 
perfwaded  that  Jefus,  by  whom  the  promiles  of  God  are 
made,  is  "  the  true  and  faithful  witnefs,  the  fon  of  the 
bleffed."  This  is  the  faith  of  God's  eleft.  This  the 
"  faith  which  overcomes  the  world."  And  'tis  the 
fixed  perlwafion  of  the  refurreiftion  of  Jefus  from  the 
dead,  which  gives  aflurance  of  the  promife  of  God,  and 
its  fulfillment.  For  "  if  Chrirt  be  not  rifen,  then  is 
our  faith  vain  ;  but  if  he  is  rifen,  then  in  him  the  "  pro- 
mifes of  God  are  yea  and  amen,"  fure  and  ftedfaft.  And 
no  fober  mind,  who  reads  thegol'pel  with  attention, and 
refleds  on  thofe  fads  which  are  in  proof  of  this  woa- 
drous  event,  can  doubt  that  Jefus  is  rifen  and  gone  "  to 
his  Father  and  our  Father,  and  his  God  and  our  God  :" 
"  That  tho'  he  was  once  dead,  yet  he  is  now  alive,  and 
lives  forevermore,  and  has  the  keys  of  death,  and  the 
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invifible  world. — Can  any  thing,  then,  be  of  more 
importance  to  us  than  that  our  faith  be  firm.  Labour, 
Chriftians,  and  pray  that  it  may  never  tail.  Ule  all 
means  for  your  thorough  conviction  of  the  divinity  and 
authority  of  Jelus  Chrift,  then  apply  yourlelves  to  the 
great  promife  ot  eternal  truth,  till  it  become  your  habi- 
tual thought,  and  an  habitual  principle  of  adion  to  you, 
that  you  are  bound  to  an  immediate  ftate. 

My  chriftian  hearers,  did  we  cultivate  the  faith  of  fu- 
turity, did  we  dwell  upon  the  great  promife  of  God,  O 
how  different  would  our  lives  be  from  what  they  too 
much  are  ;  how  moderate  in  our  attachment  to  prefent 
objefts  ;  how  would  our  aims  tend  to  one  central  point, 
to  inherit  the  promifcs  how  delightful  and  frequent 
would  our  meditations  be  on  divine  and  future  things  ; 
how  elevated  our  devotion,  anticipating  the  joys  of 
faints  and  angels  •,  could  we  once  entertain  a  thought 
of  foiling  our  hands  with  thofe  things,  by  attempting 
which  we  lofe  our  own  fouls  ?  Could  we  immerge  our- 
felves  in  fenfual  pleafures,  which  cannot,  in  the  nature 
of  the  thing,  any  more  than  by  his  conftitution,  inherit 
the  kingdom  of  God  ? — Did  we  live  by  faith,  with  what 
heart's  eafe  fhould  we  renounce  all  that  militates  againft 
our  preparation  therefor  ;  how  calm  fhould  vve  be 
under  the  troubles  of  life,  the  florms  of  this  rufHed 
ftate,  while  we  loked  "  not  at  things  temporal,  but  at 
things  eternal  how  carneft  our  purfuit  of  them,  how 
fhould  we  improve,  how  virtuous,  how  pious  fhould  we 
be  ;  how  fhould  we  "  labour  for  the  meat  that  endur- 
etb  to  eternal  Life  •," — with  what  manly,what  chriflian 
compofure  fhould  we  contemplate  death  j  how  fhould 
we  triumph  over  this  laft  enemy,  faying,  "  O  Death, 
where  is  thy  fling  ?  O  Grave,where  is  thy  vidlory  ?  the 
fting  of  death  is  fin,  the  fVrength  of  fin  is  the  law  ; 
thanks  be  unto  God,  who  giveth  us  the  vidory  thro* 

our 
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our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift." — How  l^ion  would  the  gloom 
of  fuch  a  fceneas  now  prefents,  be  changed  and  liglued 
up,  when  we  confidcred  it  only  as  a  paflTage  to  glory, 
honour,  and  immortality.  But, 

III.  I  might,  0n  this  folemn  occafion,  endeavour  to 
imprefs  on  your  minds  the  wretched  condition  of  thofe 
who  have  no  interefl:  in  the  promifes  of  God.  Pagans 
of  the  bcft  charafters,  could  only  entertain  feint  and 
uncertain  hopes  towards  the  unknown  God  :  But  thofe 
to  whom  light  is  come,  and  to  whom  the  covenant  of 
grace  and  its  terms  are  offered  for  their  acceptance,  if 
they  will  not  embrace  the  promife,  nor  fulfil  the  condi- 
tions of  it,  nor  labour  to  be  qualified  for  its  blefTings, 
whither  fhall  they  fiee,  or  "  to  which  of  the  Saints  fhall 
they  turn,"  in  the  day  when  God  fhall  take  away  their 
fouls  ?"  tremble,  finners ;  "  finners  in  Zion  have  all 
reafon  to  be  afraid,  fearfulnefs  may  well  furprize  the 
Hypocrites  ;  who  among  us  fhall  dwell  wirh  devouring 
fire  ?  Who  fhall  dwell  with  everlafting  burnings  ?" — 
And  yet  is  there  one  of  that  foolifh  number,  whqisfure 
he  fhall  not  hear  this  knell  this  hour,  "  thou  fool,  this 
night  thy  foul  fhall  be  required  of  thee,"  and  be  bro't 
to  account,  not  merely  for  his  tranrgrcfTions  of  law,  but 
of  his  abufe  of  that  lafl  befl  inflance  of  the  love  of  God, 
"  his  giving  his  fbn  tka;.  he  might  with  him  alfo  freely 
give  us  all  things  .''" 

IV.  What  noble  comfort  does  the  firm  belief  of 
God's  promifes,  refpefting  the  blefTcdnefs  of  the  world 
to  come,  afford  to  mourners,  under  the  lofTes  of  pious 
friends,  efpecially  thofe  who  have  made  great  improve- 
ments in  piety,  and  attained  great  heights  in  the  chrifti- 
an  charadler. 

Were  we  to  fliare  our  eternal  fate,  according  to  our 
unbroken  conformity  to  any  law,  even  the  fervant  of 
God,  whofe  remains  are  before  us,  with  all  his  graces 

and 
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and  all  his  labours,  could  not  ftand  ;  for  he  was  yet 
one  of  the  fallen  race  of  men,  of  imperfedt  paflions,and 
was  yet  in  the  body  ;  and  (hould  God  "  be  ftridl  to 
mark  iniquity,"  who  could  bear  the  tcft  ? — 'Tis  the  pro- 
mife  which  chears  your  hearts,  O  bereaved  family, 
and  affliftcd  flock. 

The  image  of  God,  renewed  in  men,  entitles  them 
to  the  promife.  But  among  the  degrees  of  perfeflion 
and  happinefs,  the  word  of  God  gives  us  ground  to 
fay,  that  the  mod  munificent  and  equitable  Promiflbr 
will  diftinguifli  fuch  as  have  improved  peculiar  advan- 
tages of  their  natural  powers  of  mind,  or  thofe  acquired 
by  education,  diligently  to  his  glory  ;  that  labours,  and 
patience,  and  zeal,  for  God  and  his  truths,  and  the  beft 
benevolence  to  men,  fliall  receive,  our  Lord  fays,  "  a 
prophet's  reward,"  and  that  "  they  that  turn  many  to 
righteoufnefs  (hall  Ihine  as  the  fun  in  the  firmament, and 
as  the  ftars,  forever  and  ever."  By  fuch  meafures  muft 
we  judge  of  departed  friends,  before  we  fufFer  our  hopes 
to  be  fanguine  ;  and  by  fuch  meafures,  in  fome  inftan- 
ceSjOur  joy  may  be  almoft  unfpeakable  and  full  of  glory ; 
we,  as  it  were,  follow  them,  and  feel  with  them  the  joy 
of  their  Lord. 

Of  thefe,  the  departed  fervant  of  God,  our  dear 
friend,  was  one.  He  was  born,  and  his  early  years 
fpent,  at  fome  diftance  from  hence,  and  fuch  a  length  of 
time  has  palTed  fince,  that  but  few  can  recoiled  them  ; 
the  prefumption  is,  that  in  one,  who  made  fuch  advan- 
ces in  the  divine  life,  it  was  early  implanted.  He  had 
a  liberal  education,  and  fettled  in  the  gofpel  miniftry 
here  June  5th,  A.  D,  1717  ;  fo  that  you  had  the  bene- 
fit of  his  labours  for  more  than  half  a  century  in  all 
which  time,  he  failed  of  his  public  fervices  but  a  few 
Lord*s  days,  till  withm  thefe  few  months — And  in  this 
Joag  term,  "  how  holily  and  unblameably"  did  he  walk 
among  you.  C  Im 
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private  life,  not  only  his  owrr  family,  bin  all  who 
had  the  happriicfs  of  his  acquaintance,  were  witneffts  of 
his  exemplary  piety,  the  gravity,  the  heavenly  min<Jed-' 
nefs,  which  give  grace  and  beauty  to  that  rationah  and 
inftruftive  ftrain  which  rendered  liis  converfatipn  fo 
agreeable  and  advantageous.  You  of  his  family'arid 
his  flock  are  beft  acquainted  with  his  private  advices 
and  inftruftions,  his  reproofs  and  confoiations,  \vhich 
he  dealt  out  io  his  own  houfe  and  tlie  church  of  God. 
But  fuch  was  his  plainnefs,  his  fidelity,  fuch  the  opinion 
in  general  of  him,  ^hat,  perhaps,  fcarcely  has  one  ml- 
qiflief  in  this  age  commanded  fuch  univerfal  veneration  ; 
f^arcea  face  that  an  hardned  fioner  more  fhrunk  from 
than  his  i  frorq  the  advice^  6f  none,  did  a  difcon folate 
mind  eo  more  calmed  and  cojrtenr,  por  did  the  bilrn 
of  confolation  diftill  more  genrly  fi-qm  any  tongue. 

As  a  friend  and  copipanion  (for' he  was  fuch  to  a 
^reat  degree  of  meekri'-fs  and  affability),  he  wa^  very 
plei'(ant  and  profitable   a  ventratron  of  the  ruler  of  tlie 
wofW,  and  cdpfrdenfe  in  him,  always  appeared  in  his 
coKyerfafion,  ort  the  changing  fcenes  of  war  and  polidcs, 
vvhich  <ve  of  late  pafTed  through.    He  confidered  this 
as  Qod's  world,  and  men  as  inltruments  nf  his  provi- 
dence, beyond  th^  defigns  of  which  they  couW  not  pafs. 
But  it  was  efpe^ially  his  delight  to  difcourfe  on  the 
things  of  GofI  and  i-eliojion.    An  obftinate  deafhefs, 
vvith  which  it  lhad  plq.ited  God  to  vifit  him  (which  his. 
friends,  as  Well  as,himfclfl,  foufid  much  the  difad vantage 
of)  preferyed  hirtj  (as'-'j  may  fay)  "^rom  interruption*, 
led  him  to,  a  xrlbfe  and  continued  chain  of  thought  on  ' 
every  fubje(?V^  of  w^^dv  when  it  "wST!'  ftarred  in  cam  pa- ' 
ny,  you  might  ex pedV'  kb  hear  hifffgire  his  thoughts  on  _ 
the  inftan?:,  as  though  he  had.Vnade  it  the  fubjeQ:  of  j 
much  premeditat'jon.    Witji  V'h'at  pleafure  and  profit 
his, hearers  were  affected,  jtiahV  pltffnt  cin  fav. 
'  '  ■  '  Bi-T 
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-  ,  But  it  was  in  the  public  labours  of  the  miniftry  that 
Kf  r.  Clarke  moft  eminently  (hone,  tn  this  branch  of 
his  profefiion,  I  4cnow  by  common  fame,  that  he  was 
eminent  among  his  brethren,  for  at  leaft  thefe  forty 
years  pad.  God  had  endued  him  with  ftrong  natural 
powers  i  and  having  availed  himfelf  of  die  advantages 
of  education,  by  applying  diligently  to  facred  ftudies, 
and  indulging  an  inquifitive  genius,  not  only  in  antient 
but  modern  learning,  of  which|jjaft  he  was  very  fond, 
enquiring  after,  and  reading  all  new  books  of  any  note, 
which  came  in  his  way  v  by  thefe  means,  fanftified  and 
bleft,  he  became  a  verv  accomplifhed  divine.  His  pub- 
lic labours  proved,  that  he  had  juft  and  honourable  ap- 
prehenfions  of  the  moft  high  God,  and  of  confequence 
clear  conceptions  of  the  great  truths  of  natural  religion, 
and  elevated  ideas  of  the  excellency  of  chriltianity,  of 
the  truth  and  divine  authority  of  which  he  was  an  able 
defender  ;  efpecially  his  foul  wa5  fwallowed  up  in  it,  a* 
being  not  merely  a  fpeculative  fyftem.  but  the  pawer  of 
God  to  falvaticn  to  every  one  that  bclievetb  .-—For  in  tills 
view  he  ever  improved  it.  To  engage  degenerate 
men  to  rife  from  the  death  of  fin  to  the  life  of  God, 
*'  to  repent  and  be  converted,"  to  build  up  the  renewed 
in  "  holinefs  and  comfort  through  faith  unto  falvation,'* 
you  who  were  his  conftant  hearers  can  teftiiy  to  it,  how 
he  urged  every  motive  and  every  argument.  And  as 
he  was  engaged  in  his  work,  his  manner  fliewed  that 
his  whole  foul  was  in  it.  Hence  there  was  in  it  the 
energy  of  a  Boanerges,  when  he  denounced  the  terrors  ot 
the  Lord  on  the  impenitent  j  and  the  pathos  of  a  Bar- 
nabas, when  he  invited  finners  to  Chrift  that "  they  might 

irve."  ,  , 

His  ftile  was  pure,  nervous,  and  clear,  cool  or  pa- 
thetic, as  his  fubjea  required  j  and  by  means  of  his 
converfing  much  with  the  heft  modera  authors,  more 
°  elegant 
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elegant  and  pleafing  to  the  politer  world  than  that  of  i 
moft  of  his  equals  in  age. — His  printed  works  will  be  I 
evidence  of  this,  which  are  fomewhat  numerous  on  al-  i 
mod  every  public  occafion,  and  which  will  do  his  mc-  I 
mory  honour.    He  delighted  in  the  labours  of  the  pul-  I 
pit,  and  was  much  courted  to  preach  about  his  neigh-  ' 
bourhood,  and  often  to  crouded  auditories,  which  was 
indeed  a  good  fymptom  on  the  people,  for  there  was 
nothing  cnthufiaftic,  ndttiing  meanly  catching  their  paf- 
fions,  which  could  draw  them,  but  "  Jcfus  Chrift,  and  him 
crucified,"  the  great  doctrines  and  duties  of  the  gofpel. 

Mr.  Clarke  tR.-tmcd  himfelf  fometimes  bound  to  en- 
gage in  controverfy,  being  by  profeffion  "  fet  for  the 
defence  of  the  gofpel."  It  the  outward  form  of  the 
chnftian  church  were  not  of  importance  to  the  great 
ends  of  it,  he,  who  was  the  wifdom  of  God,  had  not 
eftablifhed  them.  Mr  Clarke  thought  Infant  Baplifm  to 
be  an  ordinance  of  Chrift  and  being  in  cffeft  chal- 
lenged to  defend  it,  he  did  it  at  large,  and  has  faid  per- 
haps all  that  the  fubjedl  admitted  of,  to  fhew  that  we 
have  moral  reafons,  ancient  precedent,  and  the  concur- 
rent praftice  of  thechriftian  church,  to  induce  us  .to  be- 
lieve that  we  follow  Chrift  and  hisapoftles. 

In  his  later  years,  he  entered  the  lifts  upon  the 
do<5brine  of  Original  Sin,  wherein  he  fets  out  with  that 
which  he  fays  is  acknowledged  by  all  folid  divines, 
*'  that  our  natural  beings  and  faculties  are  the  produdl 
of  the  author  of  nature,  good  and  excellent,  and  a  de- 
monftration  oi  his  wifdom  and  holinefs,  and  of  his  dif- 
criminating  bounty  to  mankind  :  But  the  vitiofity  or 
depravity  that  adheres  to  them,  was  originally  felf-con- 
tradled,"  &c.  "  So  that,  fays  he,  we  fee  abundant  caufe 
to  be  thankfijl  to  the  creator  for  our  natural  being,  en- 
dow-d  with  the  excellent  powers  of  reafon  and  under- 
ftanding,  ficc  whereby  wc  are  capable  of  bearing  his 

moral 
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moral  image,  and  of  a  blefled  immortality  in  commu- 
nion with  him,  while  at  the  fame  time  we  fee  and  la- 
ment the  defefts  and  depravations  of  our  nature,  con- 
trafted  by  the  firft  man's  tranfgrefTions,  and  apnflacy 
from  God."  In  this  perplexed  dilpute,  if  chriftians 
keep  thus  clear  of  difhnnourable  imputations  on  God 
(with  our  worthy  author,  in  this  excellent  paflage),  on 
one  fide,  and  with  gratitude  own  their  obligations  to  the 
Redeemer  for  all  their  hopes,  on  the  other,  they  may, 
perhaps,  without  much  danger,  account  for  the  particu- 
lar phaenomena  of  moral  evil  (which  is  indeed  a  matter 
of  faft  and  experience,  not  of  theory)  in  their  own  way. 

But  I  muft  haften  to  a  clofe.  When  we  reflefl  upon 
a  life  fo  long  fpent  in  the  diligent  fervice  of  God  and 
the  Saviour,  every  power  and  capacity  improved  there- 
for ;  when  we  remember  the  gravity,  the  fincerity,  the 
holinefs,  the  perfeverance  of  the  deceafed,  all  animated 
with  zeal  for  God,  and  for  the  promoting  of  truth  and 
the  falvation  of  fouls,  fhall  we  doubt  whether  the  pro- 
mife  belonged  to  him  ?  No,  my  brethren,  let  us  con- 
gratulate him  on  his  quitting  this  fcene  of  trouble  and 
fin,  and  fing  his  Requeim,  "  Blefled  are  the  dead  that 
die  in  the  Lord,  for  they  reft  from  their  labours  and 
their  works  follow  them."  Such  capacity,  fuch  inte- 
grity, fuch  unintermitted  labour,  (hall  have  its  reward,  a 
tranfcendant  and  glorious  reward.  I  mean  not  to  profti- 
tute  words  here  to  the  purpofes  of  flattery,  I  appeal  to 
this  auditory  for  their  juftice.  Comfort,  therefore,  one 
another  with  thefe  words.  And  now. 

May  the  God  oi  all  comfort  be  with  this  bereaved 
family,  may  his  bleffings  defcend  on  you  for  your  fa- 
ther's fake,  "  even  as  the  mercy  of  the  Lord  is  upon 
them  that  fear  him,  and  on  their  children's  children  ;** 
may  your  hopes  refpe<?linghim  fupport  you  ;  and  may 
you  follow  his  faith  and  patience,  till  you  (hall  come  to 
the  bleft  prelence  "  of  his  Father  and  your  Father,  his 
God  and  your  God."  My 


My  breihren  of  this  church  and  (ongregatim,  yoorde- 
ceafed  pallor  is  now  beyond  your  kindnelT  s, your  withes, 
your  prayers  ;  in  v.'hat  can  you  flicw  your  graceful  re- 
Irntment  for  his  paft  fidelity  lo  your  b'tfl  interefb,  his 
Gonrcm  and  zeal  for  rhem,  but  in     reOiem bring  what 
Jrou  have  received  and  heard,  in  holding  faft  and  re- 
pendng.**    Could  he  now  look  down  (torn  the  realnas 
of  light  upon  you,  and  addrefs  you  and  yours,  what 
vvouki  be  his  language  ?  *'  My  dear  peoi>ii,yeu  are  iht 
(bildran  of  theprormfe.,  unto  you,  God  having  raifedhis  Son 
JtfuSyfent  him  to  blefs  you  ;  Iwai  a  meffengtr  of  his,  be  nel 
forgetful  of  my  doSlrines  and  advices  fofar  as  they  ivere  of 
God,  let  them  Jink  deep  into  your  hearts,  they  are  your  hfc, 
and  of  them  you  tnvjlgive  account.    'The  reftdue  of  the  fpirit 
is  vaith  God,  he  can  give  you  a  paflor  after  his  own  heart  ; 
heg  it  of  him. — Tiortt  dej'lrcy  the  peace  you  have  fo  Umg  en- 
joyed,  by  parties,  for  the  indulgence  of  private  fancies  and 
itching  ears." — Humility  would  not  lulft-r  liim  to  fay. 
Get  a  follower  of  me  ;  but  if  you  get  one  of  his  good 
fcnfe,  le.trning,  piety,  and  labours,  or  that  gives  you 
profpedt  of  approaching  them,  you  will  have  great  rea- 
fon  of  gratitude  to  him  who  gives  fuch  gifts  to  men. — 
Be  thankful  to  God  for  continuing  him  fo  long  wich 
you,  venerate  his  memory,  keep  in  heart  his  advices, 
follow  his  graces,  and  the  gift  of  love  and  peace  we 
hope  will  be  with  you,  and  that  the"  Lord  God  of  the 
ipirits  of  all  Qefti  will  fee  a  man  over  the  congregation." 

Be  ye  fo  faithful  to  God,  fo  concerned  for  yourowa 
fouls,  as  rh.u  ye  mav,  through  grace,  arrive  to  the  bled 
Cxriety  of  your  dear  paftor,  and  all  thofe  who  "  through 
faith  and  patience  inherit  the  promifes."  •?  t 

My  b'efhraj  in  the  miwjiry,  "  the  fathers,  where  arft 
fhey ;  or  the  prophets,  do  th-y  live  forever  f"  This  dcaLh; 

a.peculiar  admonition  to  us  to  be  *lfo  ready.  L^t 
us  wifeiy  improve  it.    Our  tim?  is  fhort  and  uncertain  •, 

let 
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let  it  be  our  conftant  care  and  fervent  prayer  that  we 
may  be  found  of  our  Judge  fo  doing.  If  we  expecfted 
acceptance  by  any  law,  what  a  fearful  profpeft  /hould 
we  have  ?  But  there  "  is  forgivenefs  with  God,  there  is 
plenteous  redemption  there  is  "  the  promife,"  let 
this  be  ever  in  our  view  to  aiumate  and  infpire  us  to 
prefs  forward  to  heights  oi  holinefs  and  benevolence, 
that  we  may  through  grace  prefent  multitudes  to  our 
gracious  Judge,  faying,  "  here  we  are,  and  the  children 
thou  haft  gracioufly  given  us." 

Finally,  I  addrcfs  all  this  aflembly  :  "Take  heed 
left  a  promife  being  left  you  of  entering  into  the  reft  of 
God, any  of  you  ftiould  feem  to  come  ftiort  of  it."  "  Now 
is  the  accepted  time,  now  is  the  day  of  falvation,"  every 
hour  brings  us  nearer  our  long  home  •,  let  it  be,  there- 
fore, your  daily  prayer,  "  Lord  teach  us  fo  to  number 
our  days,  that  we  may  apply  our  l^earts  unto  wifdom," 
I'his  inftance  of  mortality  is  a  new  notice  from  God, 
that  you  muft  part  with  your  minifters  : — Improve 
them  diligently  wiulc  you  have  them,  attend  to  them, 
nor  treat  them  in  any  manner  which  may  juftly  grieve 
them  wliile  living,  or  give  you  regret  when  they  are 
dead  •,  "Remember  them  which  have  had  the  rule  over 
you,  and  have  fpoken  unto  you  the  good  word  of  God, 
whofe  faith  follow,  confidering  the  end  of  their  con- 
verfation."  It  is  alarming,  that  but  few  days  and  the 
mourners  will  follow  you  in  the  ftreets.  May  it,  thro* 
grace,  be  the  care  of  us  all,  great  and  fmall,  young  ar»d 
old,  that  we  may  have  our  converfation  in  all  godli- 
nels  and  uprightnefs,  that  we  may  at  laft  "  appear  be- 
fore our  Judge  in  peace,  without  fpot  and  blamclefs." 

"  Now  unto  him  that  ts  able  to  keep  us  from  fal- 
ling, and  to  prefent  us  faultlefs  before  the  prelcnce  of 
his  glory  with  exceeding  joy  ;  to  the  only  wife  God  our 
Saviour,  be  glory  and  majefty,  dominion  and  power, 
both. now  and  ever.  Amen." 
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T  O 

Mrs.  Lucy  Dudley^ 

Reli<St  of  the  Honourable 

Paul  Dudley,  Efq\ 

Madam, 

^T**  ^  ^  difiinguiping  RefpeSis  which 
Tou,  wkb  your  departed  Conforty 
were  pleafed  to  hojiour  me  with^  in  my 
younger  Tears^  which  I  can  never  for  get 'y 
the  confiant  high  EJieem  and  inward  V c- 
neration  I  have  always  juflly  upheld  for 
you  bothy  a7id  the  great  Obligation  Har- 
vard-College, ( in  which  tho   unworthy y 
I  account  7ny  felf  greatly  inter ejledy  )  are 
under  to  //^^Honourable  Judge  Dudley, 


DEDICATION. 


for  his  generous  Legacy^  and  the  truly 
pious  Dejign  of  it  ;  all  confpire  to  deter- 
i ermine  me  in  the  Dedicatic?i  of  this  Jirji 
piihliJJjed  Difcour/e^  upon  the  Foundation 
of  the  Dudlcian  Lc£ture,  unto  your  f elf  \ 
which  I  do  ivith  enlarged  Hopes  of  your 
hind  Acceptance  of  the  eflabUflmig  the 
Foundations  of  that  hefi  of  Religions^ 
ivhichyou  have  fo  much  at  Hearty  and  fo 
beautifully  adorn ;  with  my  fencer e  Ihank- 
fulncjs  for  your  fpared  Life,  and  earnefl 
Prayers  that  the  divine  Confolatior.  may 
be  prefent  with  you,  and  that  you  may 
rejoice  together  intheRcdeemer  s  Kir:gdom. 

Your 


Oh!:ged 

Humble  Servant, 

MarhUb;ad,  Auguji 
12.  1756. 


John  Barnard. 


A  Proof  of  JESUS  CHRf^T's  be- 
ing the  promifcd  MESSIAH. 


Mark  XIY.   c, , ,  62. 

AGAIN  the  Hlgh-Tricfl  ayxdl'/m.  andfald 
unto  hhv,  Art  thou  the  Chrijl,  the  Son  of  the 
BleJJed?     Atid  Jeftts  I'aidf  I  cm. 


HE  honourable,  learned,  and 
outiy  pious  Fc under  oi"  this 
LcflurCjIroni  a  fijiccre  Coiicern 
for  the  Ertablifhn  ient,  and  Flou- 
rifhir.g  of"  Chi  :fh'aintjy  in  it's 
Truth,  and  Purity,  and  to  obvi- 
ate every  thing  that  might  ha.\e  a  Tendency 
to  overthrow,  or  corrupt,  and  debafe  if,  hath 
appointed,  and  gcjieroufiy  endowed,  an  An- 
niverfary  Concio  to  be  held  in  this  Collcdge,  up- 
on Four  important  Heads,  alternately  :  The 

Firft 
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Firft  of  which,  for  the  proroing^  explain} ng,  and 
proper  Improvement  of  Natural  Religion ^  you 
were  well  entertained  with  the  laft  Year ;  the 
Second,  which  is,  for  the  Confirmation,  Illujira- 
tion,  and  Improvement,  of  the  great  Articles  of 
the  Chrifiian  Religion,  properly  fo  called,  or  the 
Revelation,  which  Jfi's  Chrift,  the  Son  oj  God, 
has  pkafed  to  make,  firjl  bj  Hitnfelf  and  ajter- 
wards  by  his  holy  ylpojiles,  to  his  Churchy  and 
the  World,  for  their  Salvation,  now  comes  of 
of  Courfc  to  be  treated  on. 

Since  the  worthy  Trujlccs  of  this  pious  Be- 
nefaclion  have  done  me,  (  one  of  the  leaft  of 
the  Brethren  in  the  Miniftry,  )  the  great  Ho- 
nour, to  invite  me,  by  their  unanimous  Choice, 
to  entertain  you  at  this  Time,  (  tho'  my  great 
Age,  wherein  I  plainly  find  the  Powers  of  the 
Mind  very  much  failing  me,  might  have  fuf- 
ficiently  pleaded  my  Excufc  for  this  Under- 
taking, in  the  Prcfence  of  fo  learned  a  Body, 
yet  )  I  thought  it  my  Duty,  being  fo  called, 
to  give  the  Rcafon  of  the  Hope  that  is  in  me, 
and  to  leave  behind  me  my  Teftimony  to  the 
Truth  of  thofe  Things  that  are  firmly  beUeved 
by  us.  To  this  End  I  have  read  tl^e  Demand 
of  the  HiglfPriefl  to  the  Lord  Jesus,  faying. 
Art  tlmi  the  CHRIST,  the  Son  of  the  Blef- 
fed?  and  the  plain,  and  pofitive  Anfwer  of 
Jesus  to  that  Demand  ;  and  J ESU S faid,  I 
am. 

The  Words  are  fufliciently  plain,  and  need 
no  criticifing  upon  them,  unlefs  to  obfervc, 
(  what  you  all  know,  )  that  C?fRisTos,  in 

rhc 


being  the  pro7mfed  Messiah.  y 


the  Greek,  is  but  a  pure  Tranflation  of  M£s- 
siAC,  in  the  Hebrenu  ;  and  the  Words  con- 
tain a  plain  Affcrtion,  that  Jesus  Christ  is 
the  Messiah,  the  Son  of  GOD,  promifcd  of 
old  to  appear  in  this  World,  as  the  Saviour  of 
fniful  Man.  As  the  Belief  of  a  GOD  is  the 
Foundation  of  natural  Religion,  fo  the  Belief 
of  JesusChrist  his  being  the  true  Messiah 
is  the  Foimdation  of  the  Chriflian  ;  by  whom, 
and  by  his  Apolllcs  commiflioned  from  him, 
GOD  hath  been  pleafcd  to  reveal  his  Mind  and 
Will,  and  fett  up  the  Chriflian  Religion  in  the 
World  :  and  therefpre  I  fhall  begin  the  Dif- 
courfes  upon  Revealed  Religion  by  endeavour- 
ing, thro'  Divine  Alliance,  to  prove  this  firft, 
and  main,  Article  of  our  holy  Religion,  that 
Jesus  Christ  is  the  true  ancient  promifed 
Messiah,  the  Son  of  GOD.         ,  ^ 

But  before  I  enter  upon  the  Proof  of  this, 
there  is  one  thing  that  I  take  for  granted,  and 
another  that  I  make  a  Demand  of.  That  which 
I  take  for  granted  is,  that  there  is  a  fupream 
Being,  exiifing  neceHarily,  independently,  e- 
ternally,  infinite  in  Power, Wifdom,  andGood- 
nefs,  from  whom  all  Thmgs  derive,  by  whom 
all  Things  are  upheld,  and  to  whom  all  ra- 
tional Agents  muft  be  accountable  ;  which 
fupream  Being  we  call  GOD.  For  this  falls 
under  the  Head  of  Natural  Religion,  which  I 
am  not  now  to  concern  myfelf  with.  What 
I  make  a  Demand  of  is.  That  our  Bible,  (which 
we  fay  contains  a  Revelation  from  GOD,)  may, 
at  leaft,  be  put  upon  an  equal  Foot  with  all 

other 
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other  aiithentick  Hiftories  of  Perfons,  and 
Fads,  which  made  their  Appearance  in  for- 
mer Ages.  Tliis,  I  think,  is  but  a  very  rea- 
fonable  Demand  ;  becaiife  there  is  no  merely 
human  Compolbre  of  pad  Perfons  and  Things; 
that  has  lb  many,  and  ftrong,  concurring  Evi- 
dences of  the  Authenticity  of  it,  as  our  Bible 
has,  from  the  Names  of  the  feveral  Perfons, 
generally,  who  wrote  the  various  Books,  the 
Time,  and  Place,  thev  lived  in,  the  Charaders 
they  liiftained,  the  SimpUcity,  and  Plainnefs, 
of  their  Narrations  ;  the  great  Probability  of 
the  Jullnels  of  their  Accounts,  from  the  Na- 
ture of  the  Things  they  relate  ;  from  the  great 
Agreement  of  the  Whole  with  itfelf,  tho  wrote 
by  fuch  different  Perlbns,  in  fuch  diftant  Ages ; 
and  frorrl  the  concurring  Evidence  of  Profane 
Hiftory  to  the  Truth  of  what  is  reported, 
where  it  falls  in  with  the  fame  Times,  or  had 
any  Knowledge  of  the  fame  Things.  This  I 
remark,  that  I  may  be  allow'ed  to  make  the 
fame  Ufe  of  Qiiotations  from  the  Bible,  as  any 
Perfon  might  from  any  authentick  Hiftory. 
Having  obferved  thefe  two  Things,  I  now 
go  on  to  prove, 

That  Jesus  Chuist  is  the  Messiah,  the 
Son  of  god. 

This  Propofinou  contains  two  diftind  Heads* 
namely  : 

I.  Jesus  Christ  is  the  Messiah. 

II.  Jesu  C (I hist  is  the  Son  of  GOD. 


Tho 


being  the  promifed  Messiah. 


The  firft  of  thcfc  Heads  will  be  as  much  as 
I  fhall  be  able  to  difpatch  at  this  Time.  What 
therefore  I  have  to  do  is,  to  lay  before  you  tlje 
Evidence  \vc  have  that  Jesus  Christ  is  the 
Messiah  ;  or  that  thePerfon  fliled  in  thcNnv- 
Tcjlatnatty  and  whom  wcChriJlioiis  call,  Jesus 
Ch  R I  sT,  is  the  lame,  who,  ia  the  OldTeJlament^ 
and  by  the  Jcvjs,  was  called- the  Mess i  a  h, 
promifed,  in  ancient  Times,  to  make  his  Ap- 
pearance in  this  World,  as  the  Deliverer^  and 
Saviour,  of  finful  Man. — In  order  to  give  the 
moft  clear  and  full  Evidence  to  this  P'unda- 
mental  Article  of  our  Chriflian  Faith,  taught 
us  by  Jesus  Christ  himfelf,  I  lhall 

1.  Shew,  that  there  was  a  certain  Pcrfon, 
fliled  the  Messiah,  who  was  fpoken  of,  in 
the  ancient  Scriptures,  as  one  to  be  fcnt  from 
GOD,  in  due  Seafon,  to  make  his  Appearance 
in  this  our  World,  upon  the  great  Intention  of 
delivering,  or  faving,  finful  Man,  from  all  the 
Unhappinefs  he  has  fallen  into. 

2.  I  will  evidence,  that,  according  to  the 
Scripture  Account,  this  promifed  Messi  a  h  has 
long  fmce  made  his  Appearance  in  our  World. 

3.  I  fliall  then  endeavour  to  prove,  by  un- 
gainfayable  Evidence,  that  the  Jesus  Christ, 
whom  we  Chrijliar.s  acknowledge,  is  no  other 
than  that  very  Messiah,  who  was  promifed 
of  old,  and  long  iince  appeared  in  our  World, 
to  accompliOi  the  great  Dcfign  the  Messiah 
was  to  fulfill. — And  if  I  can  make  this  fully 
evident,  as  I  doubt  not  but,  by  Divine  Aflif- 
tancc,  I  fliall,  it  will  then  clearly  appear  that 
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the  great  ylrticles  of  the  Chnjlian  Religion,  or  the 
Revelation  -which  JESUS  CHRIST,  the  SON 
OF  G OD,  was  pleafed  to  make,  firjl  by  himfelf, 
and  aftenmirds  by  his  holy  ^pojlles,  to  his  Churchy 
and  the  World,  for  their  Sahation,  are  all  built 
upon  the  moft  lolid  Foundation  ;  and  we  have 
no  Reafon  to  be  afhamed  of  the  Gofpcl  of 
Christ. 

I .  Firfl:  then,  I  am  to  fliew,  that  there  was 
a  certain  Perfon,  ftiled  the  Messiah,  who 
Avas  Ipokcn  of,  in  the  ancient  Scriptures,  as 
one  to  be  fent  from  GOD,  in  due  Seafon,  to 
make  his  Appearance  in  this  our  World,  upon 
the  great  Intention  of  delivering,  or  faving, 
finful  Man,  from  all  the  Unhappinefs  he  has 
fall'ni  into.  It  may  be  we  fliall  not  be  able 
to  find  the  Word  Messiah,  as  the  Name  of 
a  particular  Perfon,  in  more  than  two  or  three 
Inllances  throughout  all  the  old  Teflament  ;  as 
in  Tfahn  II.  2.  'tis  faid,  the  Kings  of  the  Earth 
I'ct  themfelves,  and  the  Rulers  take  Counjel  toge- 
ther, again/}  theLord,and  againfl  his  MESSIAH. 
AndinD^z/;/V/IX.  25.  we  xcd.A,untoMESSlAH, 
Nagid  the  Trince  ;  and  -vcr.  26.  MESSIAH 
Jl)all  be  cut  off.  But  then,  from  the  Confidcra- 
rion  of  a  certain  Perfon's  being  anointed,  or 
appointed  of  GOD,  to  be  the  Saviour,  and 
Deliverer  of  Mankind,  the  ancient  Jewj  more 
commonly  filled  him  the  Messiah,  the  Word 
fignifying  the  anointed,  which  alfo  the  Greek. 
Word  Christos  fignifies  (as  you  well  know,) 
and  their  ancient  Targnms  take  Notice  of  the 
Messiah's  being  meant  in  more  Places  of 
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the  old  Teftament  than  Time  will  allow  me 
now  to  make  mention  of  f .  Indeed,  thro'out 
all  the  Writings  ol"  the  Old-Tcflament,  this  cer- 
tain Perfon,  called  the  Messiah,  is  fpoken 
of,  and  pointed  to  :  fo  is  he  in  the  JeunP)  Sa- 
crifices, in  the  Levitical  Services,  and  in  the 
Aaronical  Priefthood,  and  in  all  their  Prophets ; 
infomuch  as  the  Jews  had  a  Saying  among 
them  I,  "  That  all  Prophecy  does  fome  Way 
"  or  other  relate  to  the  Messiah."  Mr. 
WhlJloHy  *  in  his  Accomplijlmient  of  the  Trophe- 
(ies,  at  tlie  Boyleian  Lecture,  obferves,  "  The 
*'  main  Aim  of  mofl:  of  the  Prophecies  of  the 
*'  old  Teftament  was,  the  coming  of  the 
*'  Messiah,  and  the  Circumftanccs,  and 
*'  Characlers  of  Him,  and  of  his  Kingdom." 
This  was  the  Firft  Promife  made  to  Adaniy 
immediately  after  the  Fall,  Gen.  III.  15.  that 
the  Seed  of  the  IFoman  f:otild  hriiife  the  Serpent's 
Head.  It  would  be  too  ludicrous  to  under- 
hand the  Serpent  literal Iv,  and  it  may  be  too 
unphilofophical,  and  void  of  Truth,  to  un- 
derftand  the  Woman's  Seed  ilvi&iiy  in  a  literal 
Scn'c  ;  but  as  the  Seed  of  the  Woruan  means  one: 
horn  of  a  Woman,  fo  the  Serpent  means  fome 
fubde  foul  Spirit,  who  is  eHcvvherc  called  the 
old  Serpent,  and  the  Dei  il :  and  the  Words 
contain  in  them  a  plain  Declaration,  that, 
in  fome  future  Time,  a  certain  Perfon 
B  2  fiiould 

^R.Elias  '•c-kons  up  fifty  Places  where  the  Messiah  is 
meant,  tho'  not  named  in  the  Original. 

Dr.  GnMeu's  Excrc.  on  IlfL  p.  9j. 

X  Dr.  /.  Mafkcr. 

*  AbridgnjCBt  of  iJ*v.  LtH.    Vol.  11.  p.  a??. 


12      A  Proof  of  Jesus  ChristV 


fhould  appear  in  the  World  to  crufli  the  Policy, 
and  orerthrovv  the  Defign  of  that  Evil  Spirit, 
which  aclcd  in  the  Serpent ;  and  craftily  drew 
Man  into  a  RebelUon  againll  his  Maker,  and 
fo  deprived  him  of  the  Happinefs  he  was  made 
for  ;  by  delivering  of  the  poor  fallen  Creature 
from  the  Death,  and  Mifery,  he  was  now 
become  fubjccl:  to,  and  the  Recovery  of  him 
to  the  Image,  and  Favour,  of  his  GOD.  This 
promifed  Saviour,  Deliverer,  Redeemer,  (which 
primarily  rcfpedcd  all  Mankind,  and  was  not 
confined  to  any  particular  Nation  and  People, 
the)  afterwards,  under  fome  particular  Cir- 
cumdanccs,  was  confined  to  the  Jeivijh  Na- 
tion,) runs  thro  all  the  after  Promifes,  Pre-  . 
di^ftions,  and  Prophecies,  under  fojne  fpecial 
Charader  of  him,  or  Circumftanccs  relating 
to  him. 

Thus  whew  it  was  faid  to  Ahraham,  Gen. 
XII.  3.  In  Thee  jhall  all  the  Fmnilics  of  the  Earth 
he  hiejfed,  which  is  repeated,  Gai.  XVIII.  18. 
in:d  all  the  Nations  of  the  Earth  Jhall  be  hleJfed  in 
hirti  ;  "  This  cannot  be  underftood  of  Ahra- 
"  ham  Perfonally,  who  had  little  to  do  with 
"  the  Familic",  and  Nation;^  of  the  Earth,  and 
"  fomc  of  which  fuffcred  upon  his  Account, 
"  and  by  his  Hands  ;"  but  is  to  be  underftood 
of  fomc  that  (hould  dcfcend  from  him  ;  and 
that,  not  his  Pofterity  in  general,  who  pro- 
ved the  Extirpation,  and  Ruin  of  many 
Nations,  but  of  fome  one  particular  Pcrfon  ; 
that  is,  the  promifed  Seed  ;  and  therefore  it  is 
more  plainly  f^d,  Ccn.  XXII,  i8.      thy  Seed 
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Jhall  all  the  Nations  of  the  Earth  he  bleffed :  which 
meaneth  fome  One,  who  fhould  delcend  from 
^brahaniy  which  fliould  prove  a  common 
Bleffing  to  Mankind.  Therefore  this  Promife 
is  juftly  apphcd  by  the  Apoftlc  Taul  to  the 
Messiah,  as  the  only  wonderful  Perfon, 
raifed  up  by  GOD,  of  the  Stock  of  Ahrahamy 
and  font  into  the  World,  to  be  an  extenfive 
Bleffing  to  the  Human  Nature  ;  for  fo  he 
learnedly  argues,  Gal.  III.  1 6.  Noiu  to  Abra- 
ham, and  his  Seed,  "duere  the  Tromifes  made  ;  He 
faith  not,  and  to  Seeds,  as  of  many,  but  as  of  One  ; 
And  to  thy  Seed,  zvhich  is  CHRIST. 

Again,  he  is  fpoken  of,  as  one  that  fhould 
be  fent  into  the  World  before  the  Conclufion 
of  the  JeiviJJ)  Policy,  and  then  the  Gentiles 
fhould  be  called  to  partake  of  the  Blcfling  from 
him,  in  that  famous  Prophecy,  Gen.  XLIX. 
where  Jacob  tells  his  Sons  what  fliould  hefal 
them  in  the  lafl  Dajs.  (Where  I  ^^'ould  obfcrvc 
by  the  Wa}',  that  by  the  laf  Dajs,  or  latter 
Dajs,  in  the  old  Te [lament,  is  generally  meant, 
and  fo  underllood  by  the  Jews,  the  Da3-s,  or 
Time,  of  the  Messiah  :  )  And  lays  Jacobs 
in  the  Bleffing  of  Judah,  I'er.  10.  The  Sceptre 
Jl)all  not  depart  from  Judah,  nor  a  Laivgivcr  from 
between  his  Feet,  until  Shiloh  come  ;  and  unto  him 
Jhall  the  gathering  of  the  Teople  be.  That  is,  the 
Tribe  (A  Judah  fliould  not  be  loll,  or^jxtind, 
whatever  became  of  the  other  Tribes,  nor  all 
Government  in  that  Tribe  ccafe,  until  the 
coming  of  Shiloh,  that  MelTenger  of  the  Co- 
venant, who  is  the  fame  with  the  MESSIAH 
the  anointed.  Once 
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Once  more,  Balaam^  upon  a  View  of  the 
Camp  of  IJhaely  has  his  Mind  filled  with  noble 
Images  of  Him  who  fhould  fpring  from  them, 
and  be  their  Glory  ;  and,  in  a  fort  of  Rapture, 
breaks  forth  in  this  Strain,  Numb.  XXIV.  17. 
/ pall  Jee  him,  but  not  now  ;  /  Jhall  behold  himf 
hut  not  nigh  ;  there  Jhall  come  a  Star  cut  cf  Jacobs 
and  a  Sceptre  Jhall  rife  out  of  Ifrael  ;  &c.  The 
Him,  here  Ipokcn  of,  plainly  refers  to  fome 
future  Perfon,  who  was  well  underftood  in 
thofe  Days,  only  by  pointing  at  him,  without 
naming  him  ;  and  who  could  this  be,  but  the 
Messiah,  the  Deliverer,  whom  the  Jews 
looked  for.  Accordingly  all  their  Targums 
agree  in  the  Messiah's  being  intended  by 
this  Prophecy  ;  and  when  the  Jews  had  ac- 
cepted of  Bar  Coziba  for  their  Mejfiah,  they 
called  him  Bar  Chocheba,  the  Son  of  the  Star, 
from  Chochab  the  Star  mentioned  in  this  Pro- 
phecy, f 

To  add  no  more,  Mofes  fpake  of  the  fame 
Pcrlbn,  when  he  laid  to  the  People,  Deut. 
XVIII.  15.  The  Lord,  thy  God,  will  raije  up 
unto  thee  a  Trophet,  from  the  Midjl  of  thee,  of 
ihy  Brethren,  like  unto  me,  unto  him  Jhall  ye  hear- 
ken. This  defcribcs  the  promifcd  Seed,  as  a 
Lawgiver,  a  Prophet,  that  Ihould  make  known 
the  Mind  and  Will  of  GOD  unto  the  World  ; 
and  (adds  he)  whofoever  will  not  hearken  to  my 
Words,  which  he  Jhall  fpeak  in  my  Name,  (faid 
GOD,)  ver.  19.  Iwill  require  it  of  him.  Which 
has  mod  fadly  been  fiil611cd  upon  the  Jews, 

in 
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in  their  Extermination,  bccaufc  of  their  not 
hearkening  to  the  true  Messiah  when  he 
appeared  among  them. 

In  all  the  Places  I  have  mentioned,  the  for- 
mer Jews  undcrftood  the  Messiah  to  be 
I'poken  of,  and  in  many  other  Places,  too  nu- 
merous to  be  quoted.  And  it  would  be  to 
trace  through  the  grcateftPart  of  the  Old  Tef- 
tament,  to  turn  to  all  the  Inftances  in  the  Hif- 
tory,"the  Law,  and  theProphets,and  the  Tfalms^ 
where  the  Messi A II  is  intended,  defcribcd, 
and  chara(51:erifcd,  in  his  Pcrlbn,  Office,  Qua- 
lifications, and  Works  ;  what  I  have  hinted  at 
may  fufficc  to  Ihcw,  that  there  was  fuch  a 
Perfon,  called  the  Messiah,  often  fpokeii 
of  in  the  ancient  Scriptures,  who  (hould  ap- 
pear in  due  Time,  in  this  World,  as  the  Dc- 
/Ivercr,  and  Saviour^  of  Mankind. 

I  therefore  pafs  on  to  the  fecond  Thing 
propofed  ;  viz. 

2.  To  evidence,  that,  according  to  the 
Scripture  Account,  this  promifcd  Messiah 
has  long  fince  made  his  Appearance  in  this  our 
World.  This  will  be  evident,  by  taking  no- 
tice of  feveral  Things,  fpoken  of  in  the  Scrip- 
ture, which  clearly  manifeft,  that  many  Hun- 
dreds of  Years  have  run  out,  fince  the  Mes^ 
SI  AH  muft  needs  have  appeared.    As  now. 

The  latter  Prophets  fpeak  of  the  Appearing 
of  the  Messi  A  h,  as  of  what  was  verv  near  at 
Hand,  and  fuddenly  to  be  looked  for.  .So 
Zachariah  fays,  'Zac.  IX.  9.  Rejoice  greatly ,  O 
Daughter  of  Zion  ;  Shouty  O  Daughter  of  Jeru- 
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Jalem  ;  behold  thy  King  cometh  unto  thee  :  He  if 
jufly  and  having  Salvation,  loivly,  and  riding  upon 
an  Ajs,  and  upon  a  Colt^  the  Foal  of  an  Jffs. 
The  Words  are  evidently  fpok.cn  of  the  M  e  s- 
si  A  H,  Him  ■whom  ih.Q  Jrws  looked  for  as  their 
King  ;  as  all  the  Chara6lers  here  given  of  Him 
manifcftly  prove  ;  and  fo  the  ancient  Jcius 
acknowledge.  And  what  I  particularly  ob- 
ferve  is,  that  the  coming  of  theirKing  is  Ipoken 
of  in  fuch  a  Strain,  and  Mode  of  Speech  as  de- 
jiotes,not  only  theCertainty,  but,theSpeedinels 
of  his  Advent.  Behold  thjKing  cometh ;  as  if  He 
was  even  then,  in  their  Time,  while  that 
Generation  was  (landing,  to  make  his  Ap- 
pearance. Haggai  alfo  yet  more  plainly  fays, 
Hag.  II.  6,  7.  Thus  faith  the  Lord  of  Hofls,yet 
once,  it  is  a  little  n/hile,  and  I  luill  fhake  the  Hea- 
vens, and  the  Earth,  and  the  Sea,  and  the  dry 
Land  ;  and  I  iv  ill  fhake  all  Nations,  and  the  De- 
fire  of  all  Nations  Jhall  come  ;  and  I  ivill  fill  this 
Houfe  luith  Glory,  faith  the  Lord  of  Hofis.  By 
the  Dcfire  of  all  Nations  is  evidently  meant  the 
Messiah,  whom  the  Jews  looked  for  as  a 
glorious  Prince  ;  and  from  the  great  Tilings 
Ipoken  of  Him  by  them,  in  their  Writings, 
and  Traditions,  particularly  His  being  the 
great  Deliverer,  and  Saviour,  of  the  World, 
the  other  Nations  round  about  them  had  their 
Expertations  raifed  *.  What  I  remark  now 
is,  that  this  Defire  of  all  Nations  fhould  come 

within 
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•within  a  little  while  from  the  uttering  of  this 
Prophecy  ;  it  (hall  not  be  long  before  he  fhall 
come.  And  how  Itrongly  does  Malachi  ex- 
prefs  it, — Mai.  III.  i.  'The  Lord  Tuborii  je  feck 
Jhall  fuddenly  come  to  his  Temple.  Suddenly  here 
docs  not  relate  to  the  Manner^  but  to  the 
Time,  of  his  coming  ;  meaning  that  he  fhould 
come  very  quickly.  Now  none  of  thefe  three 
mention'd  Prophets  were  later  than  about  the 
Time  oi'  Nchemiah's  Reformation,  which  was 
at  leaft  two  and  tiuenty  Hundred  Years  ago  : 
and  therefore  we  may  reafonably  conclude, 
that  what  was  then  Ipokcn  of,  as  fuddenly, 
and  within  a  little  while,  to  be  accompliOied, 
is  long  fmce  come  to  pafs. 

But  Daniel  limits  the  Time  of  the  M  e  ss  i  a  n 's 
Advent  to  a  ccrfain  Period.  Dan.  IX.  24. — 
Seventy  Weeks  are  determined  upon  tby  Teople, — 
Know  therefore,  and  underjland,  that  from  the 
going  forth  of  the  Commandment  to  rcjlore,  and  to 
build  Jeriifalem,unto  the  MESSIAH, ths  Trince, 
f mil  be  feven  Weeks  ;   and  Three/core  and  two 

Weeks,  and  after  Three fcore  and  two  Weeks 

fall  MESSIAH  be  cut  of;  but  not  for  himfelf- 
and  he  fall  confirm  the  Covenant  with  many  for 
one  Week.  So  that  here  the  Time  of  his  Ad- 
vent is  limited  to  Seventy  prophetic  Weeks,  or 
Four  Hundred  and  Ninety  Tears,  from  the  going 
forth  of  tl>e  ComtTuindment  to  reftore,  and  build, 
Jerufalem  :  that  is,  from  the  Decree  in  the 
Seventh  Year  of  Artaxerxes  Longimanus,  who, 
in  the  Scripture,  is  called  Ahafierus  ;  which 
was  the  only  Decree  from  the  T  erf  an  Court 
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to  rcftorc,  and  eftablifh  the  "Jews  Chnrch  and 
State.  Tlio  there  was  a  Decree,  in  Favour  of 
the  J(r^s,  in  the  firft  Year  Cyrus's  {a)  Reign, 
to  build  the  Hor.fe  of  God  at  Jeruja'.r.n  ;  and  a- 
Hocher  eighteen  Years  after,  in  the  Reign  of 
Darius  (b),  which  was  but  a  Recital  oi  Cyrus's 
Decree.  And  now,  let-  us  take  which  we  will 
of  thefe  Decrees  for  the  Beginning  of  the  70 
JVeeks,  or  490  Tears,  they  have  all  run  out 
above  1700  Years  lince  :  and  therefore  w^e 
maybe  fare,  if  the  Messiah  was  to  have 
appeared  in  the  World,  according  to  this  Pre- 
diction, he  has  long  lince  appeared. 

Belides,  There  arc  many  Things  fpoken  of, 
which  were  to  remain  until  the  coming  of  the 
Messiah  ;  which  are  long  ago  pafled  away  : 
therefore  he  has  come  manvA^es  fnice.  Thus, 
thcTribe  oijfitdah,  andDominion,  andGovern- 
ment  in  it,  was  to  remain  until  theDays  of  the 
Me  SSI  AH, as  we  fee  in  that  forementionedPro- 
phccy,  GV;;.  XLIX.  10.  The  Sceptre fmll  not  de- 
part from  J ud ah,  nor  a  Laivgiver  from  between  bis 
Feet,  until  Sr  'i'oh  come.  That  by  Shiloh  is  meant 
the  Messi  \  IT,  is  evident  from  the  Notation  of 
the  Word,  which  the  moft  learned  in  the  He- 
Zt^'U'  §  agree  to  come  from  aWord  thathgnifies, 
to  pro/per,  lo  fave,  and  lb  refers  to  the  firlt  Pro- 
mife  of  the  Deliverery  or  Saviour  ;  and  from 
it's  being  included  in  the  Blefling  o{  Jacob  to  his 
Children,  and  confined  particularly  to  his  Son 
Judah ;  to  whom  belonged  the  Preheminencc ; 

and 
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and  from  the  gathering  of  the  Teople  to  hijn^ 
Avhich  is  the  lame  with  ^11  Nations  being  blejjed 
in  him  ;  and  from  the  Account  which  the  an- 
cient Jews,  who  bell:  undcrftood  their  own 
Books,  give  us  hereof :  for  all  their  Targums  of 
OiikeloSf  Jonathan,  and  the  Jenifalem,  agree  in 
underflanding  iVWoA  to  mean  the  Messi  ah. 
Whether  the  Word  Shebet  mean  a  Sceptre,  or 
a  Tribe,  as  Mailer  Broughton  contends,  it  a- 
mounts  to  the  fame  Thing  ;  namely,  That 
the  Tribe  of  Jitdah,  and  Government  in  it, 
Ihould  remain  until  Shiloh  came.  The  Go- 
vernment was  lirft  fet  up  in  the  Tribe  of  Ju- 
dah  under  David,  and  continued  in  that  Tribe, 
in  a  Line  of  Defcent  from  him,  thro  all  the 
Kings  of  Jitdah  to  the  Time  of  the  Babjlonijlf 
Captivity  ;  and  even  then  there  was  fomewhat 
of  it  remaining,  partly  in  Judea,  under  thofc 
the  Court  of  Babylon  let  up  as  Governors  over 
the  Land  ;  partly  in  the  Advancement  of  Je- 
bojachin  above  all  the  Kings  in  Subjedion  to 
the  Ter/ian  Emperor,  and  after  him  mSalathicl^ 
who  became  Prince  of  the  Jcvjs,  and  to  "w  hom 
they  paid  Tribute  ;  and,  thro  the  Favour  of 
the  Terfian  Court,  they  had  their  great  Sanhe- 
drim, and  were  governed  chiefly  by  tlieir  own 
Laws,  until  their  State  and  Church  were  fully 
reftored,  (as  i  have  laid,)  in  the  Seventh  Year 
of  Artaxcrxcs.  After  their  Return  to  their 
own  Land,  and  in  the  full  PolTellion  of  their 
Civil  Power,  the  Government  remained  in  the 
Tribe  of  Jiidah  ;  what  of  the  other  Tribes  re- 
turned witJi  them  were  incorporated  int# 
C  2  them. 
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them,  and  they  were  all  called  'Jeivsy  and  no 
longer  Judah^  and  IJ'rael.  And  thro  all  the 
Time  of  the  Hafimnxans,  and  in  the  Days  of 
Herod  the  great,  their  civil  Policy  and  Go- 
vernment continued  in  the  Tribe  of  Jttdah  ; 
and  tho  Tompey  conquered  Jerufalnn,  yet  he 
left  the  Jevjs  free,  under  the  Government  of 
their  own  Laws.  So  that  it  was  no  more 
the  *  Departure  of  the  Sceptre  from  Jtidah, 
and  a  Lawgiver  from  between  his  Feet,  that 
the  Hajhiouoeans  of  the  Tribe  of  Lcv'i^  or 
Herod,  probably  an  Idiimiean,  were  for  a  Time 
at  tlie  Head  of  the  Government,  than  it  was 
the  Extindion  of  the  Romav.  Government,  for 
Thilip  an  ylrah'ian,  antl  JMiiximifiiu,  a  Thraciaii, 
and  other  Foreigners  to  be  their  Emperours. 
But  foon  after  the  Birth  of  Jesus  Christ, 
Judea  was  made  a  Roinan  "^Frwiiice,  and  go- 
verned by  a  Reman  Trociirator,  and  never  more 
Jiad  any  Government  of  it's  own.  Then  th^ 
Scepter  departed  from  Jtidah.  Therefore  we 
find  the  Je^us  in  our  Saviour's  Days  acknoWi 
ledging  the  Lofs  of  thcirGovcrnment,  ;n  ihei" 
want  of  Power  to  put  Christ  Jf.sus  t 
Death,  (  tho  they  had  Malice,  and  Rage 
iiough  to  have  done  it,  had  it  been  in  their 
Power;  )  faying  muoTilate,  John  XV.  19, 
have  no  King  hut  Ctefar.  Since  the  Dclhucli- 
on  of  theirCity  andTemple,  by  Titus,  the  Ra- 
man General,  and  the  confcqucnt  Difpcrlion 
of  their  Nation,  theyjiave  had  no  Pretcnlions 
to  Governmcnr,  nor  know  they  where  to  lind 
%  any 
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any  thing  of  the  Tribe  of  Jmfah.  Therefore, 
according  to  this  PrcdicHon,  the  Messiah 
has  long  fnice  appeared  in  the  World. 

Again,  It  wAs  foretold,  that  the  Messiah 
Ihoiild  come  Avhilit  the  lecond  Temple  was 
yet  {landing.  So  Malachi  faid,  JSIal.  III.  i. 
T'he  Lord^  ivhom  yc  Jcck,  Jhall  Jhddciily  come  to 
his  Temple  ;  the  MeJJenger  of  the  Covenant^  ivhom 
ye  delight  in.  And  Haggai  declares  what 
Temple  he  fhall  come  into,  Hag.  II.  3,  4,  7, 
(j.  Who  is  left  among  you  ivho  faiv  this  Hoiife  in 
her  Jirjl  Glory  ?  (  that  is,  the  magnificent 
Temple  which  Solomon  built,  )  and  how  do  you 
fee  it  novj  ?  (  that  is,  the  Temple  they  were 
then  building,  )  Is  it  not  inyour  Eyes  in  Compa- 
rifon  of  it^  (the  firit  Temple,)  as  nothing  ?  Yet 
to  encourage  them  in  their  prefent  Work,  the 
Prophet  aii'ures  them  that  this  Houlc  fhould 
be  more  glorious  than  the  firlt  ;  for  fays  he, 
The  Dcfirc  (f  all  Nations  Jhall  come  ;  and  Irjill 
fill  thisHouJe  ivith  Glory, faith  the  LordofRoJis: 
The  Glory  of  this  latter  Hoiife  lhall  be  greater 
than  of  the  former,  faith  the  Lord  of  Hofs.  It 
is  certain  that  the  fecond  Temple  built  by  the 
Jews,  in  their  feeble  low  Eilate,  after  tlieir 
Return  from  their  Captivity,  (  tho  afterward, 
a  httlc  before  the  coming  of  the  Messiah,  it 
was  greatly  repaired,  even  fi'om  the  Founda- 
tions, and  adorned,  by  Herod,  yet  )  came  not 
near  to  the  firll  Temple  in  external  Sumptu- 
oufnel's  and  Glory.  David,  and  Solomon,  ex- 
pended more  Gold  and  Silver  upon  the  firll 
Temple,  than,  probably,  all  the  Kings  of  Eu- 
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rope  put  together  could  now  command,  cvctv 
to  thcAmount  of  about  123  5  Million  of  Pounds 
Sterling.  Bcfides,  the  fecondTemple  was  def- 
titutc  of  the  Ark  of  the  Covenant,  and  Mer- 
cy-Seat, the  Shechinah,  the  Thummim  and 
Urim,  the  holy  Fire  upon  the  Altar,  and  the 
Spirit  of  Prophecy,  which  were  efteemcd  the 
Glory  of  the  firft  Temple.  How  then  could 
it  be  faid,  ihc  Glory  of  this  latter  Houfe  Jhall  be 
greater  than  of  the  farmer  ?  Truely,  in  nothing 
but  in  the  Prefcncc  of  the  Me  ssi  a  h  in  it ;  as 
it  is  faid,  the  Dejire  of  all  Nations  pall  come,  and 
I  'will  fill  this  Houfe  with  Glory.  The  Prcfencc 
of  the  Messiah  in  this  latter  Houfe  fhall  be  a 
greater  Glory  to  it,  than  all  the  Riches,  and 
peculiar  Advantages,  which  belonged  to  the 
firft.  But  now,  This  fecond  Temple  has  been 
utterly  deftroyed,  rafed  to  the  Ground,  and 
the  very  Ground  where  it  ftood  plowed  up, 
by  Titus f  near  upon  1700  Years  agone.  So 
tliat  there  is  an  utter  Impoflibility  of  theMEs- 
si  A  h's  ever  now  coming  into  the  fecondTem- 
ple. And  if  this  Account  be  true,  'tis  then 
evident  that  theMESsiA  h  has  longfincemade 
his  Appearance,  even  while  the  Ibcond  Tem- 
ple was  ftanding. 

I  will  only  add  upon  this  Head,  That  there 
was  to  remain  a  Diftin^lion  of  Tribes,  and 
Families,  among  the  Jews,  at  leaft  of  the 
Tribe  of  Judah,  and  Family  of  David,  until 
the  Messiah's  Advent.  This  was  abfolutely 
neceflary  ;  becaufe,  as  He  was  to  be  of  the 
Seed  of  Abraham^  of  the  Tribe  of  Judah^  and 
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the  Family  of  David,  (  as  wc  have  fccn,  )  for 
which  Reafoii  He  is  called,  by  the  Jews,  and 
in  the  new  Tejlament,  the  Son  of  David  ;  and 
we  are  afilired  that  the  Family  of  David  fhould 
not  be  exfin^t,  until  a  Virgin  JJjoteld  conceive^ 
and  bear  a  Son  ;  which  was  the  Intention  of 
the  Sign  given  to  ylhaz  :  Ifaiah  VII.  14.  fo  it 
could  not  pofTibly  be  known,  whether  the 
Messiah,  whenever  he  fliould  come,  was 
truely  of  the  Tribe  and  Family  fpccified,  if 
that  Tribe  of  Judah,  and  Family  of  David, 
had  not  remained  diftin(5l  until  his  Coming. 
But  where  now,  and  for  many  Hundreds  of* 
Years  paft,  is  the  Tribe  of  Judah,  and  the  Fa- 
mily of  David,  to  be  found  upon  tlie  Face  of 
the  \vhole  Earth  ?  The  Jews  themfelves  con- 
fefs,  that  they  have  long  ago  loft  all  Genea- 
logy. From  whence  we  juftly  conclude,  that 
the  Messiah  has  already  appeared. 

But  I  go  on  to  obferve,that  thofeThings  that 
were  to  be  confequcnt  upon  the  Messiah's 
Advent,  have  long  fince  come  to  pafs.  Thus, 
after  the  coming  of  the  Messiah,  thcAaroni- 
cal  Priefthood,  and  Levitical  Services,  were  all 
of  them  to  ceafe.  So  we  read,  Dan.  IX.  24, 
27.  Seventy  W ?eks  are  determined  upon  thy  Peo- 
ple, ("the  Time  when  the  Messi  a h  fhould  ap- 
pear,) to  finij}}  TranJgreJpoH,  and  make  an  End  of 
Sins  ;  (that  is,  to  put  an  End  to  all  Oblations 
for  Tranfgreflion  and  Sins  ;)  and  he  /hall  conjirnt 
the  Covenant  with  ?nany  for  one  Week,  and  in  the 
Midjl  of  the  Week  he  pall  caufe  the  Sacrifice,  and 
the  Oblation  to  ceafc^  The  great  Antitype  ap- 
pearing, 
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peari  ng,  the  Types,  as  Shadows,  fhall  flee  a- 
way.  Now  it  is  very  evident,  that  the  Aaroni- 
cal  Pi  ieflhood  and  Levitical  Sacrifices,  have 
long  iince  vanilhcd  away  ;  it  being  now  im- 
poflible  for  the  Jeivs  to  ofTbr  Saciifice,  and 
Oblations,  according  to  the  Law  of  Mofes^ 
ever  fmce  the  Deltruclion  of  their  Temple, 
and  Lofs  of  their  Genealogy  ;  becaufe  they 
have  neither  a  Prieft  to  make  theOffering,  nor 
an  Altar  to  ofter  on. 

It  was  alfo  foretold,  that,  after  the  coming 
of  the  Messiah,  the  City  of  Jcrufalcm  fliould 
be  deftroyed,  antl  their  civil,  as  well  as  eccle- 
fiaftical,  State  be  difTolved.  Dan.  IX.  26,  27. 
Ihe  Topic  of  the  Trince  that  Jhall  come,  (i.  c.  af- 
ter the  Messiah  fhall  be  cut  off,)  Jlmll dejlroy 
the  City,  and  the  Satidtiary,  and  the  End  thereof 
fhall  be  -with  a  Flood,  and  unto  the  End  of  the  War 
Defolations  are  determined  ;  and  for  the  over- 
fpreading  of ^Abominations  he  (hall  make  it  deflate, 
even  until  the  Confummation,  and  that  determined, 
fall  be  poured  upon  the  deflate.  How  perfectly 
the  City  and  Sanctuary,  the  Jeiulfi  Church 
and  State  were  deftroyed,  by  the  Wars  of  the 
Romans,  until  all  that  Defolation  which  was 
determined  was  fully,  and  dreadfully  accom- 
plifhed  upon  them,  about  40  Years  after  the 
Death  of  our  JESUS,  Jofephus,  the  Jewif 
Hilforian,  and  anEye-Witnefs,  gives  us  a  large 
and  mort  melanchoUy  Account  of.  So  the 
Blood  imprecated  upon  themfelves,  and  their 
Children,  Matth,  XXVII.  25.  )  fell  heavily 
upon  them. 

Befidcs; 
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Befidcs ;  Upon  thcAppcaring  ol"  thcMEssi  a  ir, 
the  Gentiles  lliould  be  brought  to  the  Know- 
ledge, and  Worlliip,  of  the  only  true  GOD, 
and  to  the  Faith  of  his  Messiah  ;  which  is  the 
Meaning  of  that  Paflage  mGeu-cfis  XLIX.  10. 
Unto  him  JIall  the  Gathering  of  the  ''People  be  ; 
and  of  that,  ////.  XLIX.  6.  /  vjill  give  Thee 
fur  a  Light  to  the  Gentiles,  that  thou  may  eft  be  nij 
Salvation  unto  the  Ends  of  the  Earth.  What  a 
fpecdy  Accompli  fiiment  was  there  of  this  Pre- 
diction, upon  the  Appearing  of  Christ  in 
the  World  ?  Within  how  little  a  while,  upon 
the  Preaching  of  his  Gofpcl,  were  the  Hea- 
then Oracles  (truck  dumb,  and  the  Gentiles 
round  about  Jerufalem,  for  many  hundreds  of 
Miles,  profelited  to  the  Knowledge,  and  Wor- 
Ihip,  of  the  ojily  true  GOD,  and  the  Faith  of 
his  M  E  ssi  A  H  ?  Within  about  30  l^c^r/jas  far  as 
Roniey  thcGofpel  of  Christ  had  fprcad  itfelf ; 
fo  that  their  Amphitheatre  was  filled  with  the 
Blood  of  Martyrs,  laying  down  their  Lives  for 
their  Confeflion  of  the  true  GOD,  and  of  His 
Son  Jesus  Christ.  So  Satan  fell  like  Light- 
ning, upon  the  fctting  up  of  the  Kingdom  of 
Christ  in  the  World,  in  the  Converfion  of 
the  Gentile  Nations  :  And  we  ourfelves  are,  at 
this  Day,  the  happy  Witnefles  of  this. 

From  all  thefe  Thii^^s,  which  I  have  but 
hinted  at,  each  of  which  w'ould  admit  of  -X 
large  Difcourfe,  it  plainly,  and  fully,  appear- 
eth^  that  the  Mess  I A  H,  promifed  of  old,  has 
long  fmce,  according  to  w^hat  was  foretold  of 
Him,  made  his  Appearance  in  our  World. 

D  And 
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And  lo  I  conje  to  the  laft  general  Head  I 
propol'cd  ;  namely, 

III.  To  prove,  that  the  Jf.sus  Christ, 
Avhom  we  Chrijlians  acknowledge,  is  no  other 
than  that  veryME  ssi  a  H,who  was  promilcd  of 
old,  and  long  fince  appeared  in  our  World, 
to  accomplifli  the  great  Defign  the  Messiah 
was  to  fulfill. 

I  might  conclufivcly  argue  this,  from  what  ^ 
I  have  already  faid.  For  if  there  was  a  cer- 
tain Perfon,  called  the  Messiah,  who  was 
in  fome  future  Time,  to  make  his  Appearance 
in  our  World,  and  this  Mlssiah  is  long  fjnce 
come  ;  (as  we  have  feen  ;)  then  I  may  jiirtly 
make  the  Demand,  Who  is  He  ?  Where  is  he 
to  be  found  ?  that  we  may  come  and  worfhip 
him.  It  is  certain,  if  our  Lord  Jesus  Ch  rist 
be  not  that  Messiah,  no  Hiftory,  or  Age, 
can  Hicw  us  One.  There  is  no  other  at  this 
Day,  that  I  know  of,  who  makes  any  Pre- 
tenfions  to  he  the  Messiah.  Thofe,  who 
in  the  earlv  Days  ofCiiriftianity,  fct  themfelves 
up  under  that  Chara(5ler,  as  Thciidas,  and  'Ju- 
dos o{Galilee^  foon  difcovered  their  Impoflurc, 
and  came  to  nothing.  Even  Alohomet,  who 
forced  his  Way  by  the  Sword,  acknowledged 
Christ  to  be  the  Messi  a  h,  but  at  the  fame 
Time  proved  himfelf  to  be  an  Impoftor.  So 
that  Jesus  Christ  is  the  Messiah,  or  there 
is  none  ;  nor  ever  was  ;  nor  ever  will  be  any. 
This  alone  is  anArgument  of  fufTicientStrength, 
if  thorowly  purfucd,  to  prove  that  Jesus 
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Christ  is  the  Messiah  fpoken  of  in  the  an- 
cient Scriptures.  But  I  will  endeavour  to  con- 
firm this  fundamental  Point  of  Chriftianity,  by 
Two  Arguments,  that  are  indifputablc,  and 
ly  level  to  every  one's  Obfervation. 

1.  All  thofe  CharaHcr'iJlicks^  by  which  the 
Messiah  was  to  be  diftinguifhed  from 
■every  other  Perfon,  do  exaclly  agree  in 
our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and  in  no  o- 
ther  Perfon  whatever. 

2.  The  Miracles  which  Jesus  Christ 
wrought  are  a  full  Proof  of  his  being 
the  promifed  Messiah. 

I  fhall  as  briefly  as  I  can  offer  fomcthing  to 
each  of  ihefc. 
I.  All  thofe  C/'flr.7/?t'rj-,  by  which  the  Mes- 
siah was  to  be  diftinguilhed  from  every  o- 
ther  Perfon,  do  exactly  agree  in  our  Lord 
Jesus  Christ,  and  in  no  other  Perfon  what- 
ever. 

It  was  needful  that  there  fliould  be  (bme 
fuch  peculiar  and  plain  CharaBers  given  of  the 
Messiah,  as  fhould  clearly  diflinguifh  him 
from  every  other  Pcrlbn,  whenever  he  fhould 
appear  in  the  World  ;  otherwife,  as  many 
might  make  their  bold  Pretentions  to  be  the 
Messiah,  the  World  would  be  thrown  into 
endlefs  Dilputes,  and  Confufions,  and  never 
be  able  to  determine  which  is  the  True.  Ac- 
cordingly there  are  llich  plain  CharaHcn  given 
of  the  Messiah  in  the  ancient  Scriptures,  as 
eafily  diftingniOi  him.  Some  of  which  I  rtiall 
briefly  take  Notice  of. 

D  2  J 
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I  have  already  mentioned  fcveral  Charafler- 
ifticks  of  thcMESsi  AH,  in  jfhcwing  that  He  is 
ahxady  come  ;  as  his  coming  at  the  End  of 
Daniel's  70  Weeks  ;  while  tlie  Tribe  of  JuJaJ;, 
and  their  Government  remained,  and  while 
the  Second  Temple  was  (landing  ;  that  upon 
his  coming  the  Jews  Church,  and  State  fliould 
be  diflblved,  and  the  Gentiles  fhould  be  bro't 
to  the  Knowledge,  and  Worflnp,  of  the  true 
GOD:  all  of  which  CA^rrflc^frj- of  the  Mes- 
siah are  to  be  found  upon  Jesus  Christ, 
and,  unitedly,  upon  no  other.  But  I  will  now 
mendon  more  diliindly  fome  otlicr  Cbaratlers 
of  tiieMtssi A H,  many  of  which  agree  in  no 
other  Pcrfon  but  Jesus  Christ  alone.  As, 

I.  There  arc  fome  Chara^crs  of  the  Mes- 
siah relating  to  hisDeicent,  of  what  Mother, 
in  whatTown,  he  fhould  be  born,  and  that  an 
Herald  fliould  go  before  him.  Thys  it  was  a 
Chamber  of  Him,  that  he  fhould  be  of  the 
Seed  o^^hraha/u,  of  the  Tribe  of  Judah,  of  tlie 
Family  of  David.  Our  Lord  therefore  faid, 
John  VII.  42.  Hath  not  the  Scripture  /aid,  that 
Chrijl  covieth  of  the  Seed  of  David  ?  Both  the 
Evangclijis,  Matthczu,  and  Luke,  fliew  this 
was  exaclly  fulfilled  in  Jesus  Christ  ;  by 
giving  us  his  Genealogy,  well  known,  and 
approved,  in  theTimc  of  it ;  the  One,  by  his 
fuppofed  Father,  in  a  direct  Defcent  from  A- 
brahani,  Judah,  and  David,  by  his  Son  Solotnon ; 
the  Other,  by  his  real  Mother  ;  in  a  Defcent 
from  David,  by  his  Son  Nathan  :  by  Vv  hich 
alfo  it  appears  that  lie  was  the  true  Heir  to 
Jlhe  Crown  of  David.  Anothci- 
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Another  Cb ar ad erl flick  of  thcMEssiAH,\vas 
that  his  Mother  fliould  be  a  purcF/>^^///.  This 
was  pointed  at  in  the  iirft  Promifc  ;  that  he 
Ihould  be  i\\cSeed  of  thcWoman^  Gen.  III.  15.  not 
the  Seed  of  the  Man  ;  which  had  been  a  more 
proper  Exprcflion,  if  he  was  to  liavc  had  any 
humane  Father.  And  it  is  plainly  foretold 
by  Ifaiab,  IJ'a.  VII.  14.  Behold,  a  Virgin  Jhill 
conceive,  and  bear  a  Son,  ar.d pall  call  his  Name 
Lnuianuel.  The  Word  here  uled,  as  the  Learn- 
ed obferve,  conftantly  lignifics  a  pure  Virgin^ 
one  who  never  knew  a  Man.  And  that  this 
was  fpoken  of  the  Messiah  is  evident,  from, 
the  Name  given  to  Him,  Immanuel,  or,  GOD 
luith  us  ;  and  from  the  Defign  of  it,  which 
was  to  encourage  the  Houic  of  David,  that 
they  fhould  not  be  cut  off,  until  a  future  Vir- 
gin Ihould  bring  forth  a  Son  ;  that  is,  until 
the  promifcd  Seed  of  the  Jroman  lliouid  come. 
This  alfo  had  it's  literal  Accomplifliment  in 
Jesus  Chr  1ST.  For  luhcn  Mary,  bis  Mother^ 
luas  but  efpoufed  to  Jifeph,  before  they  came  toge- 
ther, fhe  ivas  found  roitb  Child  by  the  holy  Ghofl, 

Mattbevj  informs  us,  Matth.l.  18.  And 
the  Angel  Gabriel  was  lent  from  GOD,  to  the 
Virgin  Afd/^,  the  Mother  of  our  Lord,  w  ith 
a  Mcffage,  that  Pcjhould  conceive  in  her  Womby 
and  bring  forth  a  Son,  and  call  his  Name  JESU S. 
And  when  Ihe  replied,  Hon' fall  ibis  be,  fee- 
ing I  knoiu  not  a  Alan  ?  The  ylngel  anjwered, 
and  [aid  unto  her,  the  Holy  Gbof  p:all  come  upon 
thee,  and  the  ''Power  of  the  Highejl  fall  cverfa- 
dow  ibf6f  therefore  alfo  that  holy  T'hing^  v.'hich 
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Jhnll  he  horn  of  thee,  fnall  he  called  the  Son 
of  GOD.  Luke  I.  26, — 35.  Again; 

It  was  one  CharaBer  of  the  Messiah  that 
he  fhould  be  born  in  the  Town  of  Bethlehem^ 
called  the  City  of  David.  For  fo  the  Prophet 
Miccih  fays,  Mic.  V.  2.  Thou  Bethlehe7n-Ephrata^ 
tho  thou  be  little  among  theThoufands  0/  Judah,yet 
out  of  thee  JJjall  he  come  forth  unto  me  that  is  to  be 
Ruler  in  Ifrael ;  ivhofe  goings  forth  have  been  from 
of  old^fromEverlaJliKg.  Who  Ihould^thisRulcr 
be,  but  theMEssi  AH,  the  Deliverer,  the  King; 
of  whofe  Kingdom  fo  many  great  and  glorious 
Things  are  fpokcn  thro  all  thcProphcts  ?  The 
nncient  Jeuus,  before  our  Saviour's  Time,  u- 
niverfally  underftood  this  of  Him  ;  and  fo  did 
they  who  lived  at  the  Time  of  the  Birth  of 
Chr  1ST  ;  therefore  when  Herod,  (fearing  the 
coming  of  One  that  would  fupplant  him,) 
ftriftly  demanded  of  the  Chief  Priefts,  and 
Scribes, -where  CHR  1ST Jhould  be  born  ?  they 
tell  him,  /;;  Bethlehem  of  Judea  ;  and  quote 
this  very  Text  in  Micah,  as  a  clear  Proof  of 
it.  Matth.  II,  4,  5,  6.  And  how  wonderfully 
was  the  whole  World  put  into  Motion,  to 
bring  on  thcAccomplifhment  of  this  Prophecy 
in  our  JESUS  ;  by  the  Decree  of  Cte/ar  Au- 
guft'AS  obliging  all  Perfons  ro  repair  to  their 
own  City,  there  to  be  enrolled  ;  by  which 
Means  Jofeph,  and  Marj,  were  neceffitatcd  to 
go  to  Bethlehem,  the  City  of  David,  from  wh  om 
they  derived  ;  and  while  they  were  there,  the 
Virgin  Mother  of  our  Lord  was  delivered  of 
her  Son  ;  as  the  Seeoiid  Chapl"--  of  Lukes  Gof- 
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pel  informs  us  :  and  There^  tlic  wife  Men, 
whom  Herod  fent  to  enquire  him  out,  found 
the  young  Child  with  Mary  his  Mother^  and  fell 
down,  and 'Worf)ipped  him.    Matth.  W.  8, — 11. 

Another  CharaBer  of  the  Messi  a  h  was, 
that  He  fliould  have  one  to  go  before  him,  as 
his  Herald,  and  Harbinger,  to  prepare  the 
Way  for  his  Reception.    This  is  fpokcn  of, 
j^/ii.  XL.  3.    The  Voice  of  him  that  cryetb  in  the 
Wildernefs,  Treparc  ye  the  Way  of  the  Lord, 
make  Jlraight  in  the  Dcfart  an  high  JV ly  for  our 
Ood  ; — and  the  Glory  o  f  the  Lord  fiall  be  reveal- 
ed.   So  Mai.  III.  I.  'Behold  I  fend  my  Mefen- 
ger,  and  he  Jhall  prepare  the  W ay  before  me  ;  and 
the  LORD  luhoiu  ye Jeek,  fliall fuddenly  come  to  his 
Temple.    And,  Chap.  IV.  5.  Behold  Iwill fend 
you  Elijah  the  Trophet,  before  the  coining  of  the 
great  and  dreadful  Day  of  the  Lord.  Theie  Texts 
the  Jcwip  Expofitors  undcrilood  of  the  Mef- 
fenger  that  was  to  go  before  the  Messiah. 
Accordingly  it  was  fulfilled  in  the  Miniflry  of 
John  the  Baptift,  who  came  in  the  Spirit  and 
Power  of  Elias,  immediately  before  Christ's 
appearing  ;  declaring  the  Kingdom  of  God  ivas 
at  Hand ;  that  he  who  comcth  after  me  is  prefer- 
red before  me,  and  pointing  to  Jesus  he  faid, 
this  is  the  Son  of  God  ;  Behold  the  Lamb  of  God. 
As  you  may  fee,  Matth.  III.  2,  3.  Joh.  I.  23, 
34'  3^-    Therefore  his  Father  Zacharias 
faid,  Luke  I.  76.  Thou  Child Jhalt  be  called  the 
Trophet  of  the  Highefl  ;  for  thou  foalt  go  before 
the  Face  of  the  Lord  to  prepare  his  Ways, 
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Secondly.  There  a]-c  Tome  Characlers  gi-' 
Veil  of  the  Messiah  u'hich  have  a  Ipecial 
Relation  to' his  Otliccs,  Avhicli  exactly  agrre  to 
Jesus  Chr  ist,  and  to  no  other  Pcrlbn.  The 
very  Name.M  e  ss  i  a  h  ,  denotes  j'omc  highOffice 
to  which  he  is  anointed,  and  appointed,  ofGod, 
His  general  Office  was  to  be  that  of  a  Deliverer ^ 
p.  Saviour,  a  Redeemer,  wliich  was  included  in 
the  firft  Promife,  that  He  fhould  bruife  the  Ser- 
pent's Head.  And  ever  after,  thro  all  the  Pro- 
phets, He  is  fpoken  of,  as  a  Savicur,  and  that 
not  fb  much  a  temporal  as  i  jpiritual  one.  And 
becaufe  not  only  the  Gentile,  but  the  Jevjijh 
World  were  fallen  into  the  Dregs  of  Corrup- 
tion, thro  their  various  Lufls  blinding  their 
Minds,  that  they  could  not  difcern  the  Way 
of  Truth  and  Life,  therefore  in  the  Execution 
of  his  high  Office,  He  was  to  do  the  Part  of 
a  'Prophet,  to  teach  and  inffrucl  the  World,  iji 
their  Duty  to  God,  and  to  one  another,  and 
in  the  regular  Government  of  themfelves. 
Thercfoie  it  was  foretold,  Deut.  XVIII.  15. 
The  Lord  thy  God  -will  raife  up  mto  thee^  a  Tro- 
phet  from  the  viidjl  of  thee,  of  thy  Brethren,  like 
unto  me,  unto  him  Jhall  ye  hearken  :  and  v.  19. 
Whofoever  nvill  not  hearken  unto  viy  Words,  luhich 
he  Jhall  fpeak  in  my  Name,  I  ivill  require  it  of 
him.  How  exa(J:ily  does  this  agree  to  Jesus 
Christ  ?  who,  tbro'out  the  New-Tejl anient, 
is  fliled  a  Saviour,  who  fhould  /jw  his  Teople 
from  their  Sins  (a)  and  defray  the  Work  of  the 
Devil  (b)  ;  and  particularly  He  is  fpoken  of 
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Luke  VII.  16,  as  a  great  Trophet  rifen  up  a- 
mong  us  :  and  Luke  XXIV.  ly,  as  a  Trophet 
mighty  in  Deed,  and  Word.  As  fucli,  He  re- 
vealed the  Mind  and  Will  of  GOD  to  the 
World,  even  all  that  was  necelTary  to  be 
known  by  them;  and,  like  Mo/?/,  gave  Law 
unto  his  Church  and  People.  Kc  laid,  "John 
XII.  49,  50,  I  have  not  fpoken  of  mjfelf ;  but 
the  Father,  -which  fent  me,  he  gave  me  a  Com- 
mandment what  I  fonld  fay,  and  what  I  fyould 
fpeak  :  and  I  know  that  his  Commandment  is  Life 
everlafiing  ;  whatfever  I  fpeak  therefore,  even 
as  the  Father  faid  unto  me,  fo  I  fpeak.  And 
GOD  has  moft  miferably  dcltroyed  the  Nation 
of  the  Jews  for  their  refuling  to  hearken  to 
him. 

Thus,  to  accomplifh  the  great  Dcfign  of  the 
Messiah's  Miflion,  in  the  Redemption  and 
Salvation  of  fmful  Man,  GOD  and  Man 
were  to  be  reconciled,  and  the  guilty  Creature 
is  to  be  reftored  to  the  divine  Favour  ;  and 
therefore  it  was  necefTary  that  the  Messiah 
fhould  fuftain  the  Office  of  a  Triejl,  not  of 
the  Order  of  Aaron,  which  admitted  of  Suc- 
ccffors,  but  of  the  Order  of  Melchifedeck,  which 
abideth  forever,  to  make  Attonement,  and 
Interceffion  for  us.  Therefore  it  was  fiid  of 
Him,  Tfalm  CX.  4.  Thou  art  a  Triejl  forever 
after  the  Order  of  Melchifedeck  :  and  Zachariah 
fpeaks  of  him  as  a  Triejl  upon  his  Throne,  Zac, 
VI.  13.  And  Ifaiah  plainly  declares,  TheLord 
hath  laid  on  him  the  Iniquity  of  us  all ;  and  fpenks 
of  his  making  his  Soul  anOffering  for  Sin ;  of  his 
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vtakJng  Iiitcrcejfion  for  "Tranrgrcffors,  &:c.  Jfa'iah 
LJII  Qhiip.  All  of  this  molt  exacily  agrees  to 
our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  vho  is  the  great 
HigbTrieJl  ofourTrofeJfirm,  Heb.  III.  i,  ^ho 
laid  doiun  his  Life,  John  X.  1 5,  and  gave  hiin- 
felf  a  Rarifovi,  Matth.  XX.  28,  when  he  hum- 
bled hinjfdfy  (fnd  became  obedient  unto  Death,  even 
the  Death  of  the  Crof,  Thil.  II.  8.  In  whom 
(fays  the  Apoftle),  rje  have  Redemption  through 
his  Blond,  even  tlye  Foigivenefs  of  Sins,  Ephef 
I.  7.  God  was  in  Chrijl  reconciling  the  World  un- 
to himfelf  not  imputing  their  Trcjpaffes  unto  them^ 
1  Cor.  V.  19.  And  having  ofTcred  a  Body, 
prepared  for  him,  in  Sacrifice,  to  God  for  a 
f.ueet'-fmelling  Savour,  to  purge  our  Confciciices 
from  dead  Works,  that  we  might  ferve  the 
living  and  true  God,  he  afcendcd  into  Heaven, 
?;ow  to  appear  in  the  Trejence  of  God  for  us,  and 
in  Him  we  have  an  Advocate  with  the  Father, 
who  ever  lives  to  make  Tat  erection  for  us,  Heb, 
IX.  24.     I  John  II.  I.    Heb.  VII.  25. 

Finally  ;  The  Messiah  was  to  be  a  King^ 
fitting  upon  the  Throne  of  David,  that  is  in 
Z/(7;;,ovcr  the  Church  and  People  of  GOD,and 
of  his  Kingdom  there  Ihould  be  noEnd.  This- 
C4haracler  of  Him  runs  almoft  thro  the  whole 
ancient  Scripture  ;  particularly,  in  the  2d,  the 
45th,  and  the  72d  Tfalms.  Tfaiah  IX.  7.  Jer. 
XXX.  9,  and  in  too  many  other  Places  to  be- 
now  mentioned.  The  Glory,  Extent,  and 
Stability,  of  his  Kingdom  is  Ipoken  ot  in  fuch 
lofty  Strains,  that  the  Jews  miftook  it  for  a 
very  magnificent  temporal,  or  earthly,  King-- 
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dom,  tho  truly  it  was  intended  to  be  a  fpiri- 
tual  one  ;  as  many  Places  in  the  Pro^ho4s 
dearly  determine.  And  fuch  a  King  is  our 
Lord  Jesus  Christ.  Tho  his  Kingdom  is 
not  of  this  World,  yet  it  is  in  it,  as  to  the  Be- 
ginnings thereof.  He  came  to  recover  Man- 
kind from  the  Empire  of  Satan,  to  fet  up  the 
Kingdom  of  God  in  the  World,  by  promul- 
gating his  Laws,  in  His  Gofpel,  and  by  his 
Minifters  ;  to  bring  Men  into  a  Subjedion  to 
God  their  rightful  Sovereign,  and  to  the  O- 
bedience  of  Faith.  So  is  He  the  King  of  Ifrael : 
Job.  L  49.  'The  Head  of  the  Church  :  Col.  1.  18. 
who  conduch  his  Sons  to  Glory  :  Hcb.  IL  10. 
Where  his  Kingdom  will  be  complcatcd  in  its 
fulleft  Glory,  in  the  pcrfcd  Purity,  Peace, 
and  endlefs  Happinefs  of  his  willing  Subjects. 

Thirdly.  The  feveral  Chambers  of  the 
Messiah,  relating  to  the  wonderful  Worki 
to  bo  performed  by  him,  all  exadly  agree  in 
our  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  It  was  one  of  the 
Names  given  to  the  Messiah,  His  Nams 
Jhall  be  called  Wonderful :  Ifa.  IX.  6.  and  among 
other  things,  upon  the  Account  of  the  won^ 
derful  Works  fpoken  of  to  be  done  by  him. 
Particularly,  IJaiah  Ipeaks  of  his  wonderful 
Works  in  this  Language,  Ifa.  XXXV.  4,  5,  6. 

Behold  jour  God  will  come,  he  will  co?nc  and 

fave  you  ;  then  the  Eyes  of  the  Blind  fall  be  gt 
pened,and  the  Ears  of  the  Deaf  /hall  be  unjiopped ; 
then  fall  the  lame  Man  leap  as  an  Hart,  and  the 
Tongue  of  the  Dumb  fJ)all  fug.  This  CharaBer 
is  found  ex3<fflv  to  agree  to  JesusChrist,  a'^ 
E  z  the 
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theHiflory  of  theGofpels  aflures  us :  Therefore 
Christ  himfelf  refolves  theQiicftioii  which 
the  Difciples  of  John  put  to  him  in  their  Maf- 
ter's  Name,^r/  thou  He  that  Jhould  covie  ?  or  do 
ixjc  look  for  another  ?  by  faying  to  them,  Matt. 
XI.  4,  5.  Go,  and Jheiv  John  again  tho/e  Things 
which  ye  do  hear,  and  fee  ;  the  blind  recei've  their 
Sight,  and  the  lame  walk,  the  Lepers  are  cleanf- 
ed,  and  the  deaf  hear,  the  dead  are  raifed  up,  and 
the  Toor  have  the  Gofpel  preached  to  them.  But 
the  Confideration  of  the  wonderful  Works  of 
the  Messi A H,  will  naturally  fall  under  the 
Head  of  Miracles.    I  therefore  pafs  to  fay, 

Fourthly  ;  The  CharaHeriJlicks  of  the  Mes- 
siah, relating  to  his  Sufferings,  and  Glory, 
Jiave  their  exact  Accomplifhmcnt  in  Jesus 
Christ.  That  the  Messi  a  h  was  to  be  a 
Sufferer  is  fpoken  of  in  fo  many  Places,  and 
in  fuch  ftrong  Terms,  that  no  One  could  pre- 
tend to  be  the  Messiah  without  this  Mark, 
upon  him,  Christ  therefore  faid  to  them 
that  flumbled  at  his  SuJferings  :  hukc  XXIV. 
^5,  26.  O  Fools,  and  flo-w  of  Heart  to  believe  all 
that  the  Trophets  have  fpoken.  Ought  not 
CHRIST  to  have  fujfered thefe  Things  ?  and 
to  enter  into  his  Glory  ?  Verily,  he  ought  to 
fuffer,  as  for  other  Reafons,  fo  for  this,  that 
this  is  given  as  a  diftinguifliing  CharcBer  of 
him  ;  without  which  he  could  not  be  what 
he  pretended,  for  his  Sufferings  are  every 
w^here  fpoken  of.  The  firft  mentioning  of 
him  pointed  to  his  Sufferings  ;  thou,  (the  Ser- 
pent,) pall  bruife  his,  (the  Me  ssiah's,)  Heel. 


being  the  promifed  Messiah.     ;5  7 


Ifa'iah  gives  fuch  a  dear,  and  ciiftiucl  Account 
of  his  Sufferings,  that  the  ancient  Enemies  of 
Chriftianity  objected  he  wrote  an  Hiftory,  not 
a  Prophecy.  Said  the  Prophet  of  liim,  Ifa'iah 
LII.  14.  Many  -were  afloniped  at  thee,  his  Vifage 
was  jo  marred  more  than  any  A!an,  and  his  Form 
more  than  the  Sons  of  Men.  His  Fifty-third 
Chapter  contains  a  large  and  minute  Account 
of  his  Sufferings,  and  Death.  Zacharlas  fore- 
tells his  being  Jold  for  Thirty  'Pieces  of  Silver^ 
Chap.  XI.  V.  12.  Daniel  in(onr\s  us,  the  Mejfiah 
fjall  be  cut  off\  but  not  for  himfelf^Ch.  IX.  v.  26. 
The  Tfilmijl  fpcaks  of  the  Manner  of  Deatk, 
jPyi),  XXII.  /  am  poured  out  like  Water,  and  all 
my  Bones  are  out  of  joint ;  they  pierced  my  Hands 
and  my  Feet  ;  they  parted  my  Garments  among 
them,  and  cafl  Lots  upon  my  Veflure.  If  Time 
would  allow  me  minutely  to  trace  out  all  the 
particular  Inftanccs  wherein  the  Sufferings  of 
the  Messiah  are  foretold,  and  dclcribed,  iii 
the  Old-TeJ} anient,  it  would  be  furprifmg  to  fee 
how  exaiflly  all  the  various  Cn-cumihinces 
meet  in  the  Sufferings  which  Jesl's  Christ 
underwent,  as  they  are  recorded  in  thcHiftory 
of  the  Neiv.  But  it  is  eno  to  lay,  They  fcourg- 
ed  him,  crowned  him  with  Thorns,  they  mocked 
him,  J  pit  upon  him,  they  crucifyed  him  between 
two  MalefaSlors,  they  pierced  his  Side  with  a 
Spear,  they  parted  his  Garments,  cajling  Lots, 
As  may  be  feen,  Matth.  XXVII  Ch. 

But  then,  fuch  glorious  Things  are  fpoken 
of  the  Messiah,  the  Magnificence,  Gran- 
deur, and  Perpciuit}'  of  his  Kingdom,  that  the 
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latter  "Jews  could  not  tell  how  to  entertain  the 
Thought  of  his  being  a  Sufferer,  and  therefore 
invented  the  Fable  of  two  Messi a  h's,  the 
one  the  Son  of  Jofepb,  who  was  to  fuffer,  the 
other  the  Son  of  David,  who  was  to  reign  in 
Glory  :  Whereas,  there  is  not  the  leaft  Foun- 
dation, in  the  Scripture,  for  fuch  a  double 
McJJiab.  But  the  Truth  is,  the  Sufferings,  and 
the  Glory,  are  fpoken  of  one  and  the  fame 
Pcrfon.  So  tJie^  Prophet  IJaiah  fays  of  him, 
Cb.  \A\.  V.  I Behold  viy  Servant  pall  deal 
prudently,  be  pall  be  exalted,  and  extolled,  and 
hf^very  Ivgb  ;  and  in  the  fame  Breath  faid,  v. 
i^.H/s  Vifoge  is  vinrred  more  tban  any  Man,  He 
fhall  be  exalted  above  Abraham,  extolled  above 
Mofes,  and  be  very  high  above  the  ylngels  of 
God,  fiid,  Aharhanel.  So  were  the  Glories 
of  Cbrift  exceeding  great  ;  as  the  Glory  he 
had  with  the  Father  before  the  World  was  ; 
'Jnb.  17.5.  And  tl;(^  Glory  which  belonged  to 
Him  as  our  JESUS  in  Union  to  the  Logos.  For 
even  in  his  hum  blot!  StT^'  He  manifefted  forth 
His  Glory  :  and  we  read  of  Him,  Tbil,  II.  9. 
(3oi  butb  highly  exalted  him,  and  given  him  a  Name 
(fbove  every  Name.  Tho  the  M  E  s  s  I A  H  was  to 
die,  and  be  buried  in  the  Earth,  yet  he  was 
to  be  railed  triumphant  from  the  dead,  on  the 
diird  Day.  This  was  fpoken  of  Tfa.  XVI. 
10.  Thou  wilt  not  leave  my  Soul  in  Hell,  neither 
tpilt  thou  fuf'er  thine  holy  One  to  fee  Corruption. 
This  was  typified  in  Ifaacs  Deliverance  from 
Death  on  the  third  Day,  Gen.  XXII.  Chap,  in 
Jonah's  bwing  caU  up  alive  on  the  third  Day 
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from  the  Fifli's  Belly,  Jon.  I.  17.  II.  10.  And 
in  theProhibition  to  cat  the  Sacrifice  ofTeace- 
Offering  on  the  third  Day.  Lev.  VII.  18.  And 
accordingly  Jesus  rofe  in  Triumph  from  the 
Dead,  on  the  third  Day,  and  faw  no  Corrnp- 
tion,  as  appears  in  the  Hiftory  of  the  Gofpel ; 
and  the  Apoftlc  fays,  i  Cor.  XV.  4.  He  ivas 
buried,  and  rofe  again  the  third  Daj,  according  ta 
the  Scripture.  It  was  the  Glory  of  the  Mes- 
siah, that  he  fhould  afcend  into  Heaven,  in 
Triumph  over  all  his  Enemies.  Tf.  LXVIII. 
18.  Thou  haft  afcendcd  on  high,  thou  haft  led  Cap- 
tivity captive.  And  Jesus  did  fo,  before  ma- 
ny V/itnefles,  A8.\.(),  11.  While  they  beheld 
he  was  taken  up,—Te  Men  of  Galilee,  why  {land, 
ye  gazing  up  into  Heaven  ?  This  famejefus  which 
is  taken  up  from  you  into  Heaven,  Jhall  fo  iome^ 
in  like  Manner,  as  ye  have  feen  him  go  into  Hea- 
ven. The  Messiah  was  to  fit  on  the  Right 
Hand  of  God.  Tf  CX.  i.  The  Lord  Jaid  un- 
to my  Lord,  fit  thou  at  my  Right  Hand.  So 
Jesus  Christ  has  done.  Heb.  X.  12.  This 
Man,  after  he  had  offered  one  Sacrifice  for  Sin, 
forever  fat  down  on  the  Right  Hand  of  God. 

Finally  ;  There  are  fomc  Charallers  of  the 
Me ss  I  a  h  relating  to  his  Pcrfon,  which  are  to 
be  found  in  none  but  Jesus  Christ.  As 
that  he  was  to  partake  not  only  of  an  humane, 
but  of  a  r/zV/w^  Nature  :  He  was  to  be  GOD  as 
well  as  MAN.  That  he  was  to  partake  of  the 
humane  Nature  is  evident,  from  his  being  the 
Seed  of  the  Woman,  dcfcending  from  the  Loins 
of  Abraham,  and  his  being  the  Ollspring  of 
*  David ; 
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David  ;  and  from  his  Sufferings  and  Death,  fo 
often,  and  clearly,  fpoken  of  in  the  Scripture. 
The  Tfalmjl  plainly  lays  of  him,  Tf.  LXXX. 
17.  het  thy  Hand  he  upon  the  Man  of  thy  Right- 
Hand,  the  Son  of  Man,  luhom  thou  hajl  made 
flrong  fr  thyfelf  Daniel  fpake  of  him,  when 
he  laid,  Dan.  VII.  13.  I  beheld  one  like  the  Son 
of  Man,  ivho  came  in  the  Clouds  of  Heaven. 
Accordingly,  when  Christ  appeared  in  the 
W^orld,  he  was  born  of  a  Woman,  (Math.  I. 
25.)  partook  of  the  Children's  Flelh  and  Blood, 
(Heh.  11.  14.)  took  upon  him  the  Form  of  a 
Servant,  and  was  found  in  Fafliion  as  a  Man, 
fThil.  II.  7,  8.)  had  a  Body  prepared,  Heh. 
X.  5.  and  an  humane  Soul  or  Spirit,  ( Matth. 
XXVI.  38.  Luke  XXIII.  46.) 

But  then,  the  Messiah  w^as  to  be  GOD  as 
w^ell  as  MAN.  Therefore  he  is  called  the  Son 
of  God,  Tja.  II.  7.  The  Son  rf  the  Blefed,  in 
my  Text,  as  denoting  his  being  by  Nature 
GOD.  And  what  a  llrange  Turn  muft  that 
philofophical  Head  have,which  fuppofes  a  Son 
to  be  of  a  different  Nature  from  his  Father. 
TheMEssiAH  is  theGOD  that  appeared  to  the 
Fathers,  who  led  his  People  Ifracl  out  of  the 
Land  of  Egypt,  and  thro  theWildcrnefs,  who 
gave  the  Law  on  Mount  Sinai ;  the  JEHO- 
VAH, the  mighty,  the  eternal,  ever-living,  and 
true  GOD,  befides  whom  there  is  no  other  ; 
fo  often  fpoken  of  in  the  Oki-Teftament  as  the 
God  of  Ifrael,  and  whom  all  the  Angels  are 
commanded  to  VVorfhip.  Particularly,  the 
Tfahniji  favs  of  him,  Tf.  XLV.  6.  Thy  Throne 
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O  GOD  is  forever  and  ever.  And  throout  the 
Old-Tefl anient  the  promifed  DeUvcrer  is  Ipokcii 
of  in  fuch  Terms,  as  naturally,  and  unavoid- 
ably leads  every  unprejudiced  Mind  to  con- 
ceive of  him,  as  the  living,  and  trur  GOD. 
This  is  his  Name,  and  this  is  his  Memorial 
unto  ail  Generations.  Now  this  glorious  Cha- 
raBer  of  the  Messiah  is  to  be  found  upon 
Jesus  Christ,  and  upon  no  other  Perfon 
whatever,  that  hath  ever  made  any  Appear- 
ance in  this  World.  Previous  to  his  Birth, 
the  Angel  declared,  he  Jhould  be  called  the  Son 
of  GOD,  Luke  I.  35.  The  Devils  owned  thus 
much,  Luke  IV.  41,  That  art  CHRIST  the 
Son  of  GOD.  Simon  Teter  made  this  glorious 
Confeflion,  John  VI.  69,  Ji'  e  believe,  and  are 
fire  that  thou  art  that  C  HRIST,  the  Son  of  the 
living  GOD.  He  is  fo  the  Son  of  GOD  as  to 
be  truly,  by  Nature,  and  not  by  Office  only, 
GOD:  Said  theApoille,  Joh.  I.  i.  The  Word 
ivas  GOD.  I  Tim.  III.  16,  GOD  ii>as  mani- 
feft  in  Fief.  He  is  the  great  GOD  :  Tit.  II.  13. 
^fhe  Lord  GOD  almighty  :  Rev.  XI.  17.  The 
omniprefcnt  GOD  :  Matth.  XVIII.  20.  The 
ojunifcientGOD :  Joh.  XXI.  17.  The  eternal 
GOD  :  Joh.  VIII.  58.  The  true  GOD,  i  Joh. 
V.  20.  By  Him  all  Things  ivere  made,  Joh.  I. 
3.  Are  upheld,  Col.  I.  17.  And  are  Gover- 
ned:  Eph.  I.  11.  And  (hall  be  judged,  1  Tim. 
IV.  I.  And  we  arc  exprefsly  commanded  to 
honour  the  Son,  as  -we  honour  the  Father,  Joh.  V. 
23.  If  thefe  are  not  Chara^ers  of  the  one  true 
eternal  Deity,  I  defpair  of  ever  knowing  wha,c 
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is  fo  :  And  fince  thev  belong  to  our  Lord  Je- 
sus Christ,  He  is  GOD  as  well  as  Man. 

Thus  we  fee  all  the  CharaSlcrs,  in  the  Old- 
Tejiament,  defcriptive  of  the  Messiah,  moft 
exadly  agreeing  in  Jesus  Ch  r  ist,  according 
to  the  Hiltorv  of  the  Nnv-Tejl anient  ;  which 
fully  proves  Him,  and  Him  only,  to  be  that 
anciently  promifed  Pcrfon,  who  was  to  make 
his  Appearance  in  our  World,  for  the  Benefit 
of  Mankind. 

It  is  readily  granted,  that  fomc  of  thcfc 
CharaHers,  taken  alone,  would  not  be  fufli- 
ciently  defcriptive  of  the  Messiah,  nor  a 
fitisfaiftory  Proof,  that  Jesus  Ch  r  ist  is  that 
Pedbn  ;  bccaufe  they  might  bo  found  upon 
others  ;  as  defcendiiig  from  Abrahayn^  of  the 
Family  of  David^  born  at  Bethlehem,  enduring 
7?iany  Sufferings,  and  the  like.  But  yet,  the 
continued  Scries  of  all  the  Prophecies,  and 
Charatfcrs,  of  the  Messiah,  and  taken  toge- 
ther, are  clearly  determinative  of  Him  ;  and 
give  full  Evidence,  that  the  Peribn,  in  whom- 
foever  they  all  meet,  is  moft  certainly  He  : 
and  therefore,  inasmuch  as  thev  are  all  of 
them,  unitedly,  to  be  found  upon  our  Lord 
Jesus  Christ,  and  upon-  no  other  Perfon, 
it  amounts  to  a  demonftrative  Proof,  that  He, 
and  He  only,  is  the  ancient  promifed  Mes- 
siah. I  now  pafs  to  the  fecond  Head  of  Ar- 
guing, viz. 

2.  The  Miracles  which  Jrsus  Christ 
wrought  arc  a  full  Proof  of  his  being  the  pro- 
mifed Messiah.    It  is  readily  granted,  That 

Miracles 
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Miracles  alone  are  no  fuilicicnt  Proof  of  any 
Perfons  being  the  promifcd  Messiah.  They 
may  be  a  full  Evidence,  that  the  Perlbn  who 
works  them  is  fent,  or  commiffioncd,  by  GOD, 
but  no  Proof  that  he  is  that  individual  Perfon, 
called  theMfissi  A  H,  who  vvas  of  old  promifcd 
to  come  into  the  World,  unlefs  this  be  a  Part 
of  the  Do(^lrinc  which  he  teacheth,  that  he 
hinifelf  is  the  Messiah  ;  and  then  the  Mi- 
racles w-rought  Liy  him  will  prove  the  Truth 
of  what  he  aflerts,  and  fo  prove  him  to  be 
the  Messiah. 

None  of  the  Prophets,  who  wrought  Mi- 
racles, fo  much  as  pretended  to  be  the  Mes- 
siah ;  but  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  appro- 
priated it  to  Himfclf,  and  clearly  taught,  that 
he  was  the  Messiah,  which  was  to  come 
into  the  World.  So  wdien  ']ohn  fent  his  Dif- 
ciplcs  to  Him,  with  that  Qiieftion,  Art  than 
he  that  flwuld  come  ?  that  is,  Art  thou  the  pro- 
mifed  Messiah  ?  Our  Lord  fends  them  awa}' 
with  an  aflirmative  Anfwer,  proving  that  he 
was  that  very  Perfon,  by  appealing  to  the 
Works  w^hich  he  did,as  duxratlerijlick  of  Him  : 
Matt.  XI.  4,  5.  When  the  Woman  of  Samaria 
faid,  I  know  that  MESSIAH  Cometh,  which  is 
called  CmUST:  JESUS  faith  unto  her,  /,  that 
fpeak  unto  thee,  am  he,  J0h.  iy.26.  When  Tcter 
made  that  Confeffion,  thou  art  th^  CHRIST ; 
(becaufc  his  Hour  w^as  not  yet  come  to  be 
publickly  known,  and  becaufe  he  would  have 
his  Works  to  evidence  who  he  was  ;)  he  charg- 
ed them  to  tell  no  Man  that  he  was  JESUS,  the 
F  2  CHRIST', 
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CHRIST,  Matth.  XVI.  i6,  20.  He  granteth 
the  Truth  of  what  Teter  laid,  but  would  not 
have  it  yet  divulged.  When  the  high  Prielt 
demanded  of  him  whether  he  were  the 
Christ,  he  anfvvered  pluniply,  in  ray  Text, 
;  where,  by  thcWay,  obferve  the  Phrafes, 
jic  fay  that  I  am,  and  thoii  hajl  fa  'id,  carry  in 
them  an  affirmative  Anfwer,  and  amount  to 
thus  much,  it  is  as  thou  hafl  faid,  or  I  am  as 
tku  Jiiyejl.  And  indeed  Christ,  which  is 
but  another  Word  for  the  Messiah,  was  the 
ufual  Name  he  went  by.  Matth.  I.  16.  Ma- 
ry., of  iL-hom  ivas  born  JESUS,  ""ho  is  called 
CH R  1ST.  So  His  Difciples  conftantly  own- 
ed him,  and  ufually  iHled  him,  and  ever  taught 
the  World,  yir.drezo  faid  to  his  Brother,  ive 
have  found  the  MESSI^S,  ifhich  is,  being 
interpreted,  the  CHRIST.  John  1.  41.  His 
Enemies  tax  him  with,  and  ridicule  him  for, 
his  Pretentions  to  the  Meffiahpip,  fayijig, 
Matth.  XXV1.68.'rrcphecy  to  us,  thouCHRIST, 
I'jho  is  he  that fimte  thee?  Euke  XXIII. 35.  Let 
hi  in  pive  himfef  if  he  he  C  HRIST,  the  chofcn 
of  GOD.  So  that  it  is  very  cvidch't,  that  our 
Lord  taught  the  World,  that  he  was  the 
Christ,  the  Messiah  ;  and  fince  he  plainly 
affcrted  this,  his  Miracles  were  full  Proof  of 
the  Truth  of  what  he  affirmed,  and  fo  a  Con- 
firmation of  his  being  the  Messi  a  11. 

J  have  not  Time  now  to  go  into  the  Con- 
fideration  of  the  Nature  of  proper  Miracles, 
nor  yet  to  give  a  particular  Detail  of  all  the 
Miracles  which  Ch R  1ST  wrought:   It  mult 
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fuffice  to  treat  this  Subject  at  prefcnt  in  a 
iummary  Manner,  by  oblerving  that  ourLord 
Jesus  Christ  had  all  Power  in  Heaven  and 
in  Earth  given  to  him  of  the  Father,  and  con- 
fequcntly  had  the  Command  of  all  Nature. 

His  Miracles  were  more  in  Number,  than 
thofe  which  were  wrought  by  Mojes,  the 
Jewip  Lawgiver  ;  fo  that  the  Jeius  could  not 
reafonably  exped,  that  whenever  the  Mes- 
siah fhould  come,  he  would  do  more  Mi- 
racles than  Christ  did  :  therefore  the  People 
faid.  Job.  VII.  31,  fVhen  Mefiah  comet h,  will 
he  do  more  Miracles  than  thefe  -which  this  Matt 
hath  done  ? 

Christ  alfo  wrought  his  Miracles  openly ; 
not  fecretly,  and  in  a  Corner,  which  might 
give  Sufpicion  of  fome  foul  Play,  of  little 
Tricks,  of  Legerdemain,  and  Impofition  ;  but 
upon  the  Theatre  of  the  World,  in  the  Face 
of  the  Sun,  and  before  great  Multitudes  of 
People;  inlbmuch  that  his  very  Enemies  were 
forced  to  acknowledge  them.  Job.  XL  47, 
The  chiefTrieJls,  and^Tharifees,  faid.  What  do 
we  ?  for  this  Man  doth  many  Miracles. 

The  Greatnefs  of  Christ's  Miracles  far 
exceeded  that  of  any  other  Perfon ;  fo  that  he 
could  juftly  fay,  Joh.  XV.  24,  If  I  had  not  done 
among  them  the  Works  which  none  other  Man  did, 
they  had  not  had  Sin. 

Bcfides  ;  Christ  wrought  all  his  Miracles 
in  his  own  Naine,  and  by  his  own  Authority ; 
He  faid  to  theLepcr,  Matt.  VIIL  3.  I luilly  be 
thou  clean  ;    and  immediately  his  h,eproJy  ivas 
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cleanfed.  He  rebuked  the  Wind,  and  /aid  unto 
the  Sea,  Teace,  be  Jlill ;  and  the  Wind  ceafed, 
and  there  was  a  great  Calm,  Mar.  IV.  39.  In 
like  Manner,  he  rebuked  the  foul  Spirit,  faying 
'  unto  him,  I  charge  thee  cqttic  out  of  him,  and  enter 
■no  mire  into,  him  ;  and  the  Spirit  came  out  of  him. 
Mar.  IX.  25,  26.  So,  \vith  Authority  and 
Power,  he  raifed  the  Dead,  faying,  over  the 
Grave,  Lazarus  come  forth  :  and  he  that  was 
dead  came  forth,  "Job,  XI.  43,  44. 

And  further,  to  evidence  his  Authority,  He 
impowered  his  Difciples  to  work  Miracles,  in 
his  Name,  faying  to  them,  Matt.  X.  8,  Heal 
the  ftck,  clcanfe  the  Lepers,  raife  the  dead,  cajl 
out  Devils  :  and  they  did  fo  ;  as  wc  fee  in  the 
Cafe  of  the  Cripple,  who  was  healed  by  a 
Word  :  ^.1.  IV.  10.  Said  Teter,  Be  it  known 

unto  you  all,  that  by  the  Name  ofJESUS 

CHRIST  of  Nazareth,  —  dofh  this  Man  fand 
here  before jou  whole. 

I  might  add,  that  all  his  Miracles  were 
■w  rought  for  the  Benefit  of  Mankind.  But  I 
will  only  obferve  further. 

That  it  is  verv  evident,  the  Miracles 
■\vr0u5ht  by  our  Saviour,  were  not  the  Ellecis 
of  any  of  the  ellablifhed  Laws  ot  Nature,  (as 
thqy  are  called,)  nor  could  they  be  produced, 
cfpecially  fuch  as  raifmg  the  dead,  by  any 
mere  Creature,  independently  of  the  Suprcam 
Being  :  and  they  were  wrought,  as  to  confirm 
his  own  Miflion,  and  ML^ffiafhip,  fo,  to  give 
Confu-mation  to  thofc  Dochnnes  which  he 
tiiught,  all  of  which,  in  their  Nature,  and 
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Defign,  were  moft  worthy  of  a  God.  Now 
I'rom  hence  it  plainly  follows,  That  there  was 
a  Concurrence  of  the  Divine  Power,  as  a 
Teftiniony,  and  Seal,  to  the  Truth  of  what 
he  aflirmcd.  For  the  Goadnefs,  and  Veracity, 
and  Wifdom,  of  the  Divine  Being  would  nor 
have  permitted  him  to  have  fet  his  Seal  to  a 
Falfliood,  in  which  his  own  Honour,  and  the 
Welfare  of  Mankind  are  fo  deeply  concerned. 
Confequently  the  Miracles  which  Christ 
wrought,  with  all  theCircumftanccs  attending 
of  them,  are  a  clear,  full,  and  dcmonftrative 
Proof  of  his  being  the  ancient  promifed  Me  s- 

SI  A  H. 

To  this  Head  of  Miracles,  I  might  add  the 
Predictions  and  Prophecies  of  Jesus  Christ, 
(which  are  accounted  a  Species  of  Miracles,) 
as,  concerning  himlelf,  the  Manner  of  his 
Death,  the  Perfon  that  fhould  betray  him.  and 
his  RefurreCfion  from  the  dead  on  the  third 
Day  ;  concerning  what  fliould  befall  the  lirfl 
Preachers  of  his  Gofpel,  and  the  furprizing 
Succefs  of  his  Gofpel  in  the  World  ;  concern- 
ing the  Deftru61ion  of  the  J<n.us  Temple,  and 
Nation,  in  the  Time  of  the  then  prefent  Ge- 
neration, and  their  after  Difperfion  among  all 
Nations  ;  and  many  other  incident  Prophecies, 
recorded  in  the  New-Tejlament  ;  all  of  which 
have  had  their  exact  Accomplilhment ;  I  fay, 
I  might  ufe  this  as  a  further  Teftimon}''  to  the 
Truth  of  the  Mefliafhip  of  Ch  r  ist.  For  none 
but  an  infinitely  intelligentMind,  aGOD  who 
knows  all  Tilings  from  die  Beguining  to  the 
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End,  by  one  intirc  View,  could  acquaint  any 
Perfon,  with  any  Certainty,  of  future  contin- 
gent Events. 

Thus  I  have  endeavoured,  according  to  my 
Meafure,  and  as  briefly  as  I  could,  to  fhew 
that  there  was  an  ancient  Promife,  of  a  cer- 
tain Perfon,  called  the  Messiah,  his  appear- 
ing in  ourWorld,  as  the  Deliverer,  and  Saviour y 
of  finful  Man  ;  That  this  Perfon  has  moft  cer- 
tainly long  fince  made  his  Appearance  ;  and 
that  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  is  that  very  in- 
dividual Perfon  ;  all  the  CharaBers  of  that  pro- 
mifcd  Messiah  agreeing  in  Christ,  and 
him  only;  and  xhcMiradcs  which  he  wrought 
in  Conlirmation  of  his  Mcflialhip,  are  an  un- 
deniable Proof  of  the  Truth  and  Certainty  of 
this.  And  thus,  I  think,  I  have  eftablilhed 
what  I  am  ready  to  efteem  the  firft,  and  fun- 
damental Article  of  our  holy  Chrijlian  Religion. 

And  if  thcfc  Things  be  true,  then  we  may 
conclude, 

I.  That  the  Chrijlian  Religion  is  no  other 
than  a  Revelation  from  COD.  There  are  in- 
deed many  internal  Charaders  evidential  of 
our  holy  Religion's  being  a  Divine  Revelation ; 
efpecinllv  the  exaft  Accomplifliment  of  Scrip- 
ture Prophecies  :  But  this  puts  it  beyond  all 
Controverfy,  that  it  is  of  Divine  Original,  in 
that  it  is  the  Religion  which  has  been  taught 
totheWorld  by  JesusCh R ist,  the Messi  a  h, 
who  was  font  from  GOD,  according  to  the 
ancient  Predictions  of  him,  for  this  very  End 
and  Purpofe,  to  inftru^l  Mankind  in  tlie  Mind 
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and  Will  of  GOD,  in  all  necefTary  Points  of 
Faith  and  Manners  ;  that  they  might  be  re- 
covered from  the  Depravity  of  the  Fall,  the 
Power  of  Sin  and  Safan,  the  Dominion  of 
Senfe,  and  be  redorcd  to  the  Image,  and  Fa- 
vour of  their  GOD.    For  we  mean  nothing 
elfe  by  the  Chriflian  ReHgion,  bnt  that  ReUgion 
•which  Jesus  Christ  himfclf  perfonally,  and 
by  thofe  commiflioncd  and  authorifed  from 
him,  has  been  pleafcd,  in  Compliance  with 
the  Will  of  the  Father,  to  inftru^l:  the  World 
in  ;  and  not  what  the  wild  Fancies,  or  the  vain 
Philofophy,  of  Men  would  impofe  upon  us  as 
fuch.    The  true  Chr;/}:a>i  Religion,  contained 
in  our  Bib/e,  efpecially  the  Nevj-TeJiamerJ, 
which  is  an  uncorrupted  Collection  of  the 
Dodlrines,  and  Duties,  which  Jesus  Ch  k  is'i 
taught  the  World  for  their  religious,  and  moral 
ConduiH:,  and  their  final  Salvation,  is  therefore 
a  Revelation  from  GOD,  becaufe  handed  to  us 
by  Him  who  came  from  the  Bofom  of  the  Fa- 
ther upon  this  fpecial  Defign,  and  who  con- 
firmed his  Miflion  by  his  miraculous  Works. 
So  that  every  Article  of  the  Chrijlian  Religion 
is  the  Truth  of  GOD. 

2.  If  Jks'us  Christ  be  the  true  Messiah, 
then,  in  all  Articles  of  Faith,  and  Matters  of 
Salvation,  and  Regimen  of  his  Church,  we 
are  to  call  no  Man  MalTrer,  but  Christ  alone. 
Becaufe  it  is  his  fpecial  Cbafafler,  that  he  is 
Ki»g  in  Zion,  (a)  and  has  the  fole  Right  to 
give  Law  to  the  Aclions  and  Confciences  of 
G  Men, 

(a)  Pf.  II.  6. 
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Men,  in  Matters  of  Salvation,  and  to  be  Head 
over  all  to  the  Church  (b).    And  therefore  in 
thefc  Things  we.  arc  not  to  be  influenced  by 
great  Names,  and  determined  by  the  Decrees 
of  Councils,  or  the  Didates  of  any  Set  of  Men 
whatever  ;  but  arc  clol'ely  to  adhere  to  what 
Christ  hath  taught  us  in  his  holy  Word. 
Ifa.  VI 11.  20.  To  the  Laiv,  and  to  the  Tcjlimo- 
ny  ;  if  they  J  peak  not  according  to  this  Word,  it  is 
hecaufe  there  is  no  Light  in  thetn.   So  our  Lord 
has  warned  us  againll  impofing,  or  being  im- 
pofcd  upon  ;  faying,  Mattb.  XXIII.  8.  Be  not 
yc  called  Rabbi,  for  one  is  your  Majlcr,  even 
CHRIST,  and  ye  ar^' Brethren  ;  call  no  Man 
your  Father  upon  Earth.    That  is.  Don't  fub- 
jccl  your  Underltanding,  and  Confcience,  to 
the  lordly  Authority  of  any  Man.    Here  fuf- 
fer  me  to  fay,  to  rhofe  of  you  in  particular 
who  arc  defigned  to  be  Teachers  of  others, 
tliat  you  make  the  Bible,  efpecially  the  New- 
Tejlament,  your  chief  Study  ;  and  while  you 
give  youriclves  to  reading,  and  confulting  hu- 
mane Authors,  for  the  Enlargement  of  your 
Minds,  and  acquainting  you  with  the  Senti- 
ments of  others,  be  careful  never  to  refign  up 
your  Undcrltandings  to  the  Government  of 
■any  merely  humane  "Writings,  be  they  ever  lb 
plauliblc,  and  artfully  contrived,  and  appear 
with  the  Face  of  the  ftridefl  Philofophy,  in 
any  thing  wherein  they  differ  from  Divine 
Revelation.  Remember  the  Words  of  Ch  rist 
in  his  Comminion  to  His  ApolUes,  and  Mi- 

nifters, 

(b)Eph.  I.  2?. 
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nifters,  Matth.  XXVIII.  20.  Teaching  them  to 
objerve  all  Things  luhatfiever  I  have  commanded 
you.  To  inftance  in  a  pariicular  Cafe.  When 
Christ  has  told  us,  in  the  plain  eft  Words, 
that  he  is  the  Son  of  God,  that  he  is  the  only 
begotten  Son  of  God,  which  naturally,  and  ne- 
ceflarily,  hands  to  our  Minds,  that  he  is  as 
really  and  truly  the  only  begotten  of  the  Fa- 
ther, in  the  Way  of  a  fupernatural,  and  ineff- 
able, Generation,  as  any  humane  Perfon  is  a 
Son  begotten  of  his  Father,  in  the  Way  of  a 
natural  one ;  fufTcr  no  vain  Philofophy,  (which 
can  i\ever  teach  us  what  GOD  is  in  Himfelf^ 
nor  the  Manner  of  His  Operations,)  tho  ever 
fo  fpccioully  contrived  with  an  apparent  Shew 
of  Demonftration,  to  lead  vou  into  the  errone- 
ous Conception,  that  Christ  is  Sou  o{  0. 
different  Nature  from  his  Father.  For  tho  we 
undcrftand  not  the  Manner  of  the  Divine  Ge- 
neration, or  Filiation,  yet  wc  may  plainly  fee 
that  this  carries  in  it  a  greater  Contradidion, 
and  grofTcr  Abfurdity,  than  any  which  the 
Principles  ofPhilolopliy  would  avoid  ;  and  bc- 
fides,  ftrikes  the  homeft  Stroke  at  the  very 
Foundations  of  all  revealed  Religion,  yea,  \ 
will  add,  and  of  natural  Religion  alfo. 

3.  If  Jesus  Christ  be  the  true  promifed 
Messiah,  if  all  the  Chara.^lers  of  the  Messi- 
ah plainly  meet  in  Him,  and  Him  only,  and 
he  has  confirmed  his  Million  by  the  Teftimo- 
ny  of  Miracles,  (as  we  have  feen,)  then,  what 
can  be  more  unreafonable,  than,  for  thofe 
who  enjoy  this  Evidence,  to  rejecl  liim  and 
G  2  remain 
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remain  in  Infidelity  ■  The  Jews,  in  our  Sa- 
viour's Time  plainly  faw,  or  might  have  fecn, 
all  ihaCharaHers  of  theMEssiAH  meet  in  him: 
they  beheld  with  their  Eyes  the  Miracles 
Avhich  he  wrought,  and,  in  fucceeding  Ages, 
the  Jnvs  have  leen  that  the  Scepter  is  depart- 
ed from  Judah,  that  their  Temple,  and  City 
and  Country  are  laid  wafte,  and  they  them- 
felves  are  difperfed  among  the  Nations  of  the 
Earth,  that  their  Priefthood,  and  Sacrifices, 
according  to  the  Law  of  Mojes,  have  long 
fince  come  to  an  utter  End  ;  why  then  do 
they  yet  vainly  look  for  their  promifed  Mes- 
siah ?  Why  have  they  rcjedlcd  Jesus 
Christ, and  refufed  to  believe  the  Neiv-Tef- 
iament  ?  Is  it  for  want  of  I'uliicient  Evidence 
that  Christ  is  the  Messiah  ?  No  verily  ; 
but  from  the  obftinate  and  unreafonable  Pre- 
judices of  thtir  Minds,  from  the  Blindnefs  that 
hath  happened  to  Ifrael,  that  feeing  they  w  ill 
not  fee.  And  fhould  we  not  make  it  our  dai- 
ly Prayer  for  them,  that  the  Scales  may  be 
taken  oli'from  their  Eyes,  that  all  Ungodline/s 
viay  be  turned  from  Jacoby  and  Jo  all  Ijrael  maj 
be  Javed  ? 

And  how  unreafonable  is  the  Infidelity  of 
the  Gentile  World,  who  have  the  Light  of  the 
glorious  Gol'pcl  (hining  upon  them  ?  Is  there 
nny  oneMatter  of  Fut't,  of  fivcHundrcdsYcars 
Date,  fo  fully  atrclted,  and  (hongly  proved, 
as  this,  that  a  certain  Pcrfon  called  Jesus 
Christ,  in  the  Ncw-Tejl anient,  had  all  the 
Chanulers  upon  him  of  a  certain  Perfon  fpoken 
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of  ill  the  Old,  as  the  Messiah,  whofhould 
come  into  the  World  ;  and  wrought  the  Mi- 
racles recorded  of  Him  ?  Whence  is  it  that  the 
Old-Teftament  foretold,  and  l"o  minutely  de- 
fcribcd,  a  certain  Perfon,  who  fhould  make 
his  Appearance  in  this  WorKl  at  fuch  a  fixed 
Period  of  Time  ;  who  fhould  inltrucl  the 
World  in  the  great  Truths  of  GOD,  do  fuch 
mighty  Works,  fuficr,  and  die,  for  Sinners, 
and  let  up  a  glorious  Kingdom  among  Men  j 
all  of  which,  lb  many  Ages  after,  was  exa(^Ky 
accomplilhed,  (as  we  have  feen,)  in  our  JE- 
SUS ?  Could  this  be  from  any  other  Caufe,  but 
the  Divine  infinite  Underllanding  ?  Why  is  it 
then  that  fo  many,  who  are  advantaged  with 
the  Knowledge  of  the  Cbrijlian  Re/igioft,  do 
not  believe  it  ?  Surely,  this  is  not  from  any 
Dcfed  in  the  Evidence  of  the  Truth  of  it  ; 
for  it  is  certain  they  credit  ancient  Hiflories, 
and  many  other  Things,  upon  much  lefs  Evi- 
dence. It  is  therefore,  not  from  the  want  of 
Light,  but  the  want  of  Sincerity,  from  the 
prevailing  Lulls  of  Meii,  which  prejudices 
them  againft  that  holy  Religion  that  condemns 
them.  And  after  all  their  preffing  Philofophy 
into  their  Service,  if  poflible  to  undermine 
Chrljlianity,  and  flrengthen  themfelves  in  the 
Difbelief  of  it,  they  do  but  plainly  Ihew,  that 
they  at\  the  mod  unreafonable  Part,  in  build- 
ing their  Schemes  upon  the  moft  beggarly, 
uncertain,  and  falfe  Principles,  which  oblige 
them  to  believe  flat  Contradidiions,  rather  than 
embrace  the  Truth  in  the  Love  thereof.  And 

becaufe 
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bccaufe  Light  is  come  into  the  World,  they 
"vvill  be  fo  far  from  efcaping  the  Punilhment 
they  would  fain  avoid,  by  denying  C/;r//?/fl«//;', 
that  their  Condemnation  will  be  the  greater, 
bccaufe  they  have  chofen  Darknefs  rather 
than  Light. 

4.  What  now  fliould  be  the  Confcquence 
of  what  I  have  laid  down,  and  proved  ?  but 
our  firm  Faith  in  the  Messiah,  the  SON  of 
GOD,  and  SAVIOUR  of  the  World  ?  That 
•we  firmly  credit  the  Reports  of  the  Divine 
Oracles,  (for  fo  I  now  venture  to  call  tiiem,) 
concerning  Jesus  Ch rist,  and  the  Way  of 
Salvation  by  Him,  and  be  led  thereby  to  ac- 
cept of  the  BlelTed  JESUS  for  our  alone  SA- 
VIOUR,fubmitting  of  ourfelves  to  his  Inftruc- 
tion,  and  Government,  and  relying  upon  his 
Attoncment,  and  IntcrccfTion,  for  the  Pardon 
of  our  Sins,  the  Renovation  of  our  Natures, 
and  the  promifed  Mercy  of  eternal  Life. 
In  the  Faiih  and  Hope  hereof,  let  us  confe- 
crate  our  whole  Man,  Spirit,  Soul,  and  Body, 
to  GOD,  in  Christ,  to  be  employed  in  his 
Service,  and  fubmiffive  to  his  Will,  and  make 
it  our  conltant  Endeavour  to  be  the  Tnicere 
Followers  of  JESUS  ;  to  cleanle  ourfelves 
from  all  Filthinefs  of  Flelh,  and  Spirit,  and 
live  foberly,  rightcouHy,  and  Godl}',  in  this 
prefein  World  ;  that  we  may,  with  Comfort, 
look  for  the  blcdcd  Hope,  and  glorious  Ap- 
pearing of  the  great  GOD,  and  our  SAVIOUR 
JesusCh  RIST,  when  all  thcPromifcs  of  GOD, 
which  arc  in  Him  Yea,  and  Amen,  fliall  be 

abundantly 
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abundantly  made  good  to  us  ;  and,  that  his 
fecond  Appearance  without  Sin,  may  be  unto 
our  complcat  Salvation. 

Now  unto  Him  who  hath  loved  us,  afTiimed 
our  Nature,  and  given  himfclf  for  us,  tiiat 
he  might  wafli  away  our  Sins  in  his  own 
Blood,  be  Glory,  and  Dominion,  forever 
and  ever. 

AMEN. 
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THE  Honourable  Judge  DC7D LET,  fays 
in  his  laft  Will,  bearing  Date  "January  ift. 
1750. 

ITE  At,  I  give  to  Harvard  Colleg;  in  Cavibriige  in  Nev^-Eng- 
land.  One  Hundred  and  Thirty  Three  Pounds  Six  Shillings 
and  Eight  Pence,  in  like  Money  (i.  e.  lawful  Money,)  to  be  ap- 
propriated and  difpofed  of,  in  fuch  Manner  as  I  (hall  dircit,  under 
my  Hand  and  Seal  at  any  Time  hereafter. 

A  Copy  of  the  faid  Judges  Dtreiflions,  under  hts  Hand  and 
Seal,  relating  to  the  abovcfaid  Paragraph. 

WHcrcas  the  faid  Paul  Dudley  among  other  Legacies  by  him 
givfen,in  his  laft  Will  and  Teftament,  hath  bequeathed  to 
Harvar  d  Cillege  in  Cambridge  in  New- England,  the  Sum  of  One 
Hundred  and  Thirty  Three  Pounds  Six  Shillings  and  Eight  Pence 
lawful  Money  (which  is  to  be  payed  and  difcharged  in  and  by 
good  Bonds  and  Mortgages  of  that  Value,)  the  faid  Legacy  to  be 
appropriated  in  fuch  Manner,  as  the  laid  Paul  Dudhj  fliould  dc- 
<;larc  under  lu$  Hand  and  Sc4i. 

Kou! 
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Now  know  ye,  that  I  the  faid  Paul  Dudley  have,  and  hereby 
do  declare  the  Defign  of  my  Legacy  to  be  as  folloueth,  That  is 
to  fay,  the  yearly  Income,  Intereft,  or  Profit  of  the  Sum  before- 
tncntioned,  to  be  applyed  towards  the  erefting,  maintaining,  fup- 
porting,  and  continuing  an  Anniverfary  Sermon  or  Lefturc,  to  be 
held,  or  preached,  at  the  faid  College  once  every  Year  fucccf- 
fively,  by  fuch  Pcrfons  as  the  Truftees  of  the  faid  Legacy  Jhall 
choofc  and  appoint. 

The  FirftLc(5lure,  or  anniverfary  Sermon, to  be  for  the  proving, 
explaining,  and  proper  Ufc  and  Improvement  of  the  Principles  of 
Natural  Religion,  as  it  is  commonly  called  and  undcrflood  by  Di- 
vines and  learned  Men. 

The  Second  Lefhire  to  be,  for  the  Confirmation,  Illuftration 
and  Improvement  of  the  great  Articles  of  the  ChrifHan  Religion, 
properly  fo  called,  or  the  Revelation  which  Jefus  Chrift  the  Son 
of  God,  was  pleafed  to  make,  Firft  by  himfelf,  and  afterwards 
by  his  holy  ApofUes,  to  his  Church  and  the  World  for  their 
Salvation. 

The  Third  Ledliare  to  be.  for  the  detei^ing,  and  convid^ing , 
and  expofing  the  Idolatry  of  the  Romifh  Church,  their  Tyranny, 
Ufurpations,  damnable  Hcrefics,  fatal  Errors,  abominable  Super- 
ftitions,  and  other  crying  Wickedneflcs  in  their  high  Places  ;  and 
finally,  that  the  Church  of  Rome  is  that  myftical  Babylon,  that 
Man  of  Sin,  that  apoftate  Church,  fpoken  of  in  the  New-Tcftamcnt. 

The  Fourth  and  laftLcdlure  I  would  have, For  the  maiDtaiotng, 
explaining,  and  proving  the  Validity  of  the  Ordination  of  Miniflers 
or  Pa/tors  of  the  Churches,  and  fo  their  Adminiftration  of  the 
Sacraments  or  Ordinances  of  Religion,  as  the  fame  hath  beea 
praiflifeJ  in  New-England,  from  the  firll  beginning  of  it,  and  fo 
continued  at  this  Day. 

Not  that  I  would  any  Ways  invalidate  Epifcopal  Ordination, 
as  it  is  commonly  called,  and  pradiifed  in  r}a.zChurch  of  England : 
bur  I  do  eftccm  theMethod  of  Ordmation  as  pra6tifed,  la  Scotland, 
at  Geneva,  and  among  the  Diflenters  in  England,  and  in  the 
Churches  in  this  Country,  to  be  very  fafe,  fcriptural,  and  valid  ; 
and  that  the  great  Head  of  the  Church,  by  his  blefTed  Spirit,  hath 
owned,  fanclified,  and  blcffed  them  accordingly,  and  will  con- 
tinue fo  to  do  to  the  End  of  the  World.  Amen. 

Thefc  Four  Lcflures  I  would  have  held  alternately  every  Year 
in  Succcflion,  fo  Jong  a  the  Profits  of  my  Legacy  will  fupport 
the  Charge  of  it. 


APPENDIX. 


As  for  the  Truftces  of  this  Le^^lure,  I  appoint  and  name  them 
as  followcih  ; 

The  Prejident  of  Harvard  College,  for  the  Time  being. 

The  Profeffor  of  Divinity  at  Cambridf^c,  for  the  Time  being. 

ThcPaJior  of  the  firft  Church  xnCamLridge,  for  tlicTime  being. 

The  Senior  Tutor  rcfidcnt  at  fiid  College,  for  the  Time  being. 

The  Pafior  of  the  firft  Church  in  Roxbury,  for  tlic  Time  being. 
And  whenever  any  Vacancy  happens,  the  fame  to  be  filled  up, 
by  ihofe  that  remain,  or  the  major  Part  of  them. 

I  do  alfo  appoint  the  Prefident  of  Harvard  College,  to  begin 
and  preach  the  firft  of  thcfe  four  Ledures  ;  and  that  he,  and  all 
fuch  as  fucceed  him  in  the  faid  Leisures,  be  at  the  fole  Charge 
of  leaving  a  fair  Copy  of  their  Difcourfes,  with  the  Trcafurcr  of 
faid  College,  to  be  by  him  filed  with  the  publick  Records  of 
faid  Houfe. 

And  in  Tcftimony  of  iny  humble  Defire,  That  Cod  would  be 
gracioufly  pleafed,  to  accept  of  this  poor  Thank-Offering  from 
his  unwerthy  Servant,  for  his  many  and  great  Mercies  to  me 
in  my  Education  at  that  College,  and  my  fincere  Prayer  and 
Defire,  for  the  Farour  of  God  to  that  Society  in  all  Ages  to 
come,  I  have  hereunto  fet  my  Hand  and  Seal,  at  Roxbury,  the 
fecond  Day  of  January,  in  the  twenty  fourth  Year  of  his  Ma- 
jcfty's  Reign.    A.  D.  1750. 

Paul  Dudley,  (Seal.) 

Postscript.  Let  him  that  preaches  the  laft  LcL^ure,  before- 
mentioned,  be  a  found,  grave,  experienced  Divine,  and  at 
leaft  Forty  Years  of  Age.  And  let  thofc  that  preach  the 
fcveral  Lefturcs  aforcfaid,  have  ilieir  Stipend  or  Pay  given 
them  as  foon  as  may  be. 

Paul  Dudley,  (Seal ) 

E  above  is  a  true  Copy  of  Judge  D\J  d  l  E  Y  V 
DireBiotJs,  undei^  his  Hand  and  Seal,  relating 
to  his  Legacy  to  Harvard-College,  in  his  lajl 
Will,  bearing  Date,  January  i.  1750.  as 
extracted  from  the  College-Records. 

Edw.  Holy  ok  e,  Prefi. 
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